
BY JON BREAM
© 2012, Star Tribune (Minneapolis)

MINNEAPOLIS — Justin Bieber,
Nickelback and James Taylor are
rarely mentioned in the same sen-
tence. But when you come out of
nowhere — OK, Canada — and
score the biggest pop song of the
year (“Call Me Maybe”), people
want to know everything about
you, Carly Rae Jepsen. And those
three stars have been huge in her
life.

Here’s her back story in a
tweet:

“James Taylor was the sound-
track of her childhood; Nickel-
back signed her to its label; Biebs’
tweet made her famous + he’s tak-
ing her on tour”

No matter what fans of Gotye
(“Somebody That I Used to
Know”) or fun. (“We Are Young”)
might contend, Jepsen has the
song of the year. No maybes
about it.

“Thank you for saying that,”
said Jepsen. “I don’t know that I
look at it that way. I think there
are many amazing songs that
came out this year. I feel honestly
blessed to be part of any people’s
soundtracks at all.”

Why is her super-catchy pop
ditty — the tale of a flirtatious en-
counter, with her giving him her
phone number — so big?

“It’s something moms and
daughters can relate to together,”
said program director Rich Davis
of Minneapolis radio station
KDWB-FM. “It’s a really good
song, though it’s really simple. It’s
got a great hook. And she’s a cute
new artist with ties to Justin
Bieber.”

“Call Me Maybe,” released last
fall in Canada, got a boost when
fellow Canadian Bieber tweeted
his love for the tune on Dec. 30.
The song shot up the Canadian
charts, leading to a U.S. release in
March.

Then the Biebs piled it on. He
and some of his pals, including
Selena Gomez and Ashley Tisdale,
made a homemade video of the
tune that has received more than
50 million views. More videos fol-
lowed, fashioned by the Harvard
baseball team, the U.S. Olympic
swim team, U.S. Army soldiers in
Afghanistan and even former Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell. (Just
check YouTube.)

“The parody videos helped
spread it,” said Jepsen, whose of-
ficial “Call Me Maybe” video has
tallied more than 280 million
views on YouTube. “It was neat to
see how people in countries I’d
never visited were putting to-
gether their own version of the
song.”

Of course, her phenomenal
success has brought the in-
evitable detractors. Thinking:
What a perfect song for teens by
a teen, some people wondered if
Jepsen was the next Taylor Swift.

Um, no. Jepsen is 26, not 16.
She’s older than Lady Gaga.

That’s not a bad thing, said
KDWB’s Davis: “Sometimes
younger artists get knocked for
being kiddie. Once people found
out she was 26 and not a tween
bubble-gum throwaway artist, it
probably helped her.”

Jepsen is puzzled by the
brouhaha over her age.

“What woman doesn’t love to
hear that she looks younger? I
have to say it’s flattering and a lit-
tle bit shocking for me ‘cause I
never think of myself as that
young. Last night, someone said
‘15’ and I’m looking at them like
‘Really? I don’t see it.’ I write what
I write. No real thought about
how my age fits in.”

Jepsen describes herself as
creative, sensitive and kind, a
tomboy at heart who loves chess
and holds a yellow belt in karate.

Since she was 7, she wanted to
be a singer. That’s when pop bal-
ladeer Taylor became “the sound-
track of my childhood,” she said
of her days in Mission, British Co-
lumbia, just east of Vancouver.
“My father used to play me James
Taylor songs at night when I
couldn’t sleep. My storytelling
and wanting that warm fuzziness
in your tummy comes from listen-
ing to him.”

After attending the Canadian
College of Performing Arts and fin-
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Business 
Report
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Raton, Fla. (N) (Live)
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America’s Funniest 
Home Videos (In Ste-
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Conchords ››› “Kung Fu Panda 2” (2011) 

Voices of Jack Black.
›› “One Day” (2011, Romance) Anne Hatha-
way, Jim Sturgess. (In Stereo) Å

Real Time With Bill 
Maher Å
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(DVS)
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Wild Kratts 
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Speaks

Nightly 
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PBS NewsHour (N) (In 
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Cuban Missile Crisis 
-- Three Men Go to 
War (N)

Secrets of the Dead 
The Cuban Missile 
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Frontline Climate 
change and global 
warming. (N) Å

Keeping 
Up

BBC World 
News

Charlie Rose (N) (In 
Stereo) Å
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ley (N) Å

Rick 
Steves’ 
Europe
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warming. Å

 KTIV $ 4 $ Jeff Probst Sh. Ellen DeGeneres News 4 News News 4 Ent The Voice (N) Å Go On Normal Parenthood (N) News 4 Jay Leno Jimmy Fallon Daly News 4 Extra

 NBC
 KDLT % 5 %

The Doctors (In Ste-
reo) Å

Judge 
Judy (N) 
Å

Judge 
Judy Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

NBC 
Nightly 
News (N)

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Big 
Bang 
Theory

The Voice The vocal-
ists perform for the 
coaches. (N)

Go On 
(N) Å

The New 
Normal 
(N) Å

Parenthood “I’ll Be 
Right Here” Ryan asks 
Amber out. (N)

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Late Night With Jimmy 
Fallon (In Stereo) Å

Last Call 
With Car-
son Daly

According 
to Jim Å

Stay Cool 
With My 
Pillow

 KCAU ) 6 ) Dr. Phil Å The Dr. Oz Show News ABC News Inside Dancing/Stars Happy Apt. 23 Private Practice (N) News Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live Paid Inside ABC World News

 CBS
 KELO + 3 +

Dr. Phil (In Stereo) Å The Dr. Oz Show (In 
Stereo) Å

News CBS 
Evening 
News

News Entertain-
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Tonight (N)

NCIS “Lost at Sea” In-
vestigating a helicopter 
crash. (N)

NCIS: Los Angeles A 
political aide is killed. 
(N) (In Stereo)

Vegas “(Il)Legitimate” A 
maid is murdered.

News Sports 
Zone

Late Show With David 
Letterman Singer Tay-
lor Swift.

The Late Late Show 
With Craig Ferguson 
Comic Thomas Dale.

News The Insid-
er (N) Å

 ABC
 KSFY ` 7 `

Jeopardy! 
(N) Å

Be a Mil-
lionaire

The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (N) (In Stereo) Å
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News at 5 
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ABC World 
News
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in HD

Wheel of 
Fortune 
(N) Å
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Happy 
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The B---
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ER. (N)
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reo) Å

Anderson Live (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

America’s Funniest 
Home Videos Å
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 HBO  17 (401)
“Red Rid-
ing”

››› “X-Men: First Class” (2011, Action) 
James McAvoy. (In Stereo) Å

››› “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2” 
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 MAX   (420)

“Lake 
Placid”

›› “The Rite” (2011) Anthony Hopkins, Colin 
O’Donoghue. (In Stereo) Å

›› “Due Date” (2010) Robert 
Downey Jr. (In Stereo) Å

›› “The Hangover Part II” (2011) Bradley 
Cooper, Ed Helms. (In Stereo) Å

››› “The Matrix Reloaded” (2003) Keanu Reeves. Free-
dom fighters revolt against machines. (In Stereo)

Hunted Sam Hunter 
returns to work.

Strike 
Back

“Emmanuelle Through 
Time”

 MAX2 “John Grisham’s Rainmaker” ›› “Johnny English” (2003) ›› “Green Lantern” (2011) (In Stereo) ›› “Contraband” (2012) Mark Wahlberg. “Sexual Quest” “Endure” (2010) Devon Sawa. (In Stereo) › “Child’s Play 3”
 SHOW  18 (435) “The Other F Word” (2011) ›› “The Beaver” (2011) Å › “Loosies” (2011) (In Stereo) ››› “Our Idiot Brother” Homeland Å Dexter “Run” Å Gigolos Steve Trevino ››› “The Hours” (2002)
 SHOW2 “Sublime” (2007) “Meskada” (2010) Nick Stahl. › “Apollo 18” (2011) Å Homeland Å Dexter “Run” Å Jay Mohr: Funny “All American Orgy” (2009) “The Disappearance of Alice Creed” Å Chatroom
 TMC › “Blessed” (2004) Heather Graham. ›› “Middle of Nowhere” (2008) Å ››› “Baadasssss!” (2003) (In Stereo) › “3 Strikes” (2000) Å “The Inheritance” (2010) Å ››› “Soldier’s Girl” (2003) Troy Garity.

CABLE STATIONS
 A&E  57 I The First 48 Å The First 48 Å Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage
 AMC  41 V ›››› “Halloween” (1978, Horror) Å “Halloween 4: Michael Myers” “Halloween 5: Revenge...” › “Halloween: Resurrection” (2002) Å “Halloween 5: Revenge...” “Pet Sematary”
 ANPL  19 K The Haunted Å Monsters Inside Me Fatal Attractions River Monsters River Monsters Life: Reborn Life: Reborn (N) River Monsters Life: Reborn Life: Reborn River Monsters
 BRAVO  25 W Flipping Out Å Flipping Out Å Flipping Out Å Flipping Out Å Housewives/NYC Housewives/NJ Flipping Out (N) Happens Flipping Out Å Housewives/NYC Flipping Out Å Happens
 CMTV  38 Ω Rose. Rose. Rose. Rose. Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba ›› “RV” (2006) Robin Williams. Å ››› “Smokey and the Bandit” (1977) (In Stereo) Bayou Bayou Bayou
 CNBC  53 T Closing Bell Fast Money (N) Mad Money (N) The Kudlow Report BMW: A Driv. 60 Minutes on American Greed Mad Money 60 Minutes on American Greed Paid Paid
 CNN  33 Q The Situation Room (N) E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper Piers Morgan Anderson Cooper E. B. OutFront Piers Morgan Anderson Cooper E. B. OutFront
 COM  45 ≠ Comedy Futurama Futurama Sunny South Pk Tosh.0 Colbert Daily Work. Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Brickle. Daily Colbert Tosh.0 Mash Up Daily Colbert Tosh.0 Brickle.
 CSPAN  49 1 Public Affairs Public Affairs Capitol Hill Hearings Capitol Hill Hearings
 DISC  34 L Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Deadly Seas Å Deadliest Catch Deadly Seas Å Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch
 DISN  64 D Good Jessie Jessie Jessie Phineas Good Jessie Austin Make Your Mark: Shake It Make Gravity Phineas ANT Vampire Wizards Wizards Deck Deck Good Good 
 DISXD  65 (103) Ninja Kickin’ It “The Scream Team” (2002) Kathy Najimy Ninja Kings Wizards Suite Life Kings Kings Kings Kings Phineas Suite Life Fish Fish Buttowski Buttowski Fish Kid
 E!TV  51 Æ Jonas Jonas Kardashian The Soup The Soup E! News (N) ››› “Adventureland” (2009) Kardashian Chelsea E! News Chelsea Kardashian Kardashian
 ENC   (480) “Just Go With It” ›› “The Tourist” (2010) Å ›› “30 Minutes or Less” Aftershock: Earthquake ›› “Just Go With It” (2011) (In Stereo) ›› “The Mighty Quinn” Å ›› “The Tourist” (2010) Johnny Depp.
 ESPN  28 8 NFL Live (N) Å Around Pardon SportsCenter (N) E:60 (N) 30 for 30 (N) World/Poker World/Poker SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ESPN2  29 9 Numbers Le Ba SportsNation (N) NFL32 Best/NFL Pardon Football College Football Arkansas State at Louisiana-Lafayette. (N) SportCtr SportCtr Baseball Tonight (N) NFL Live (N) Å E:60 (N)
 EWTN  74 ± Rosary Catholic Truth in Vaticano Choices Lectio Daily Mass Angelica Live Religious Rosary Threshold of Hope Priest Women Daily Mass Mother Angelica Catholicism Å
 FAM  62 H Pretty Little Liars Pretty Little Liars Pretty Little Liars Pretty Little Liars Pretty Little Liars ›› “Hocus Pocus” (1993) Bette Midler. The 700 Club Å Pretty Little Liars Paid Paid Hang Ups Paid
 FX  23 X Two Men Two Men Mother Mother Two Men Two Men ›› “The Twilight Saga: New Moon” (2009) Kristen Stewart. Sons of Anarchy (N) Sons of Anarchy Sons of Anarchy Sons of Anarchy Justified
 FXNWS  50 P Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report FOX Report The O’Reilly Factor Hannity (N) Greta Van Susteren The O’Reilly Factor Hannity Greta Van Susteren The Five
 FOXSP  35 ; UEFA Soccer Boat Racing World Poker Tour Jackrab Game Top 10 Games in Wild History Ice Dreams Vikings UFC UFC Unleashed Top 10 Games in Wild History
 GOLF  55 (310) Greenbrier Greenbrier Central PGA Tour Big Learning Greenbrier Greenbrier Chasing Longest Big Central Greenbrier Chasing Longest Learning PGA Tour
 HALL  22 A Home & Family Å Little House/Prairie Little House/Prairie Little House/Prairie Little House/Prairie Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Golden Golden Golden Golden Cheers Cheers
 HGTV  54 B Love It or List It Love It or List It Love It or List It Hunt Intl Hunters Love It or List It Property Property Hunters Hunt Intl Million Dollar Rooms Property Property Hunters Hunt Intl Million Dollar Rooms
 HIST  46 O Valkyrie: The Plot to Kill Hitler Å Cities/Underworld The Men Who Built America Å The Men Who Built America (N) Å Pawn Pawn To Be Announced The Men Who Built America Å
 KAUN  15 6 Movin’ On Naked City Robin H. Cis. Kid Hopalong McCoys Route 66 Highway to Heaven I Spy The Saint Da Vinci’s Inquest Cold Case Files Cold Squad Å
 KWSD  12 . The Wild, Wild West Emergency! Rifleman Rifleman M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Remington Steele Mary Van Dyke Cheers Newhart Zone Perry Mason Å Kojak Gallery Mission: Impossible
 LIFE  58 = Mother Mother Dance Moms Å Dance Competition Dance Comp. Dance Comp. Dance Comp. Prank Prank Prank Prank Dance Comp. Dance Comp. Prank Prank
 MSNBC  66 R Martin Bashir (N) Hardball Matthews PoliticsNation (N) Hardball Matthews The Ed Show (N) Rachel Maddow The Last Word The Ed Show Rachel Maddow The Last Word Hardball Matthews
 NICK  32 E Victo Victo Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Figure It Drake Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Nanny Nanny Friends Friends Friends Friends George George Lopez Å George
 RFDTV   (131) Harvest Gilley Animal Act IV (N) Machine Tractor Dairy Stock Ag PhD Cattle-Cattle Cowgirl Horsemanship Horse Horse “Ridin’-Canyon” Va. Farm Michigan Harvest Gilley
 SOAP   (120) Beverly Hills, 90210 Veronica Mars Å Veronica Mars Å Young & Restless Days of our Lives General Hospital Young & Restless Days of our Lives General Hospital All My Children All My Children
 SPEED  63 < On Edge Classic Chop Cut Gearz NASCAR Race Hub PassTime PassTime Dumbest Dumbest Parts Parts My Ride My Ride Dumbest Dumbest Parts Parts My Ride My Ride Unique Whips
 SPIKE  30 ¨ Repo Repo Repo Repo Repo Repo Ink Master Å Ink Master Å Ink Master Å Ink Master (N) Å Tattoo Tattoo Ink Master Å Ink Master Å Tattoo Tattoo
 STARZ “Danger Method” ››› “Holes” (2003) Sigourney Weaver. › “The Smurfs” (2011) Hank Azaria. Å ›› “Jumping the Broom” (2011) Å ›› “An Unfinished Life” (2005) Å ›› “Maximum Risk” (1996) In Dark
 SYFY  44 N Face Off Face Off Face Off Face Off Face Off Face Off (N) Hot Set (N) Face Off Hot Set ›› “Husk” (2010) Devon Graye. Å
 TBS  36 Y Friends Friends Friends Friends King King Seinfeld Seinfeld Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Conan (N) Å Office Office Conan Å Earl Earl
 TCM  76 U 7th Cross “Father’s Little Dividend” Å ››› “The Actress” (1953, Drama) Å ››› “A Child Is Waiting” (1963) ››› “Mandy” (1952) Phyllis Calvert. ›››› “Of Mice and Men” (1939) Å ››› “Charly”
 TLC  43 M Say Yes Say Yes Four Weddings Medium Medium Secret Princes Å Breaking Amish 19 Kids 19 Kids Extreme Extreme 19 Kids 19 Kids Extreme Extreme Breaking Amish Secret Princes Å
 TNT  37 [ PGA Tour Golf Grand Slam of Golf, Day One. Å The Mentalist Å The Mentalist Å The Mentalist Å Rizzoli & Isles Å Leverage Å The Closer Cold Case Å Dallas “Revelations”
 TOON  42 F Halloween Spook MAD Annoying Regular Gumball Gumball Level Up Looney Adven King/Hill King/Hill American American Family Guy Å Chicken Aqua Franken. American American Fam. Guy
 TRAV  24 C Food Food No Reservation Bizarre Foods Food Food Bizarre Foods Airport Airport Bggg Bggg Toy Hntr Toy Hntr Airport Airport Bggg Bggg Toy Hntr Toy Hntr
 TRUTV  52 J Most Shocking Most Shocking Cops Cops World’s Dumbest... Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Bait Car Bait Car Bait Car Bait Car Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Bait Car Bait Car
 TVFN  56 ? Contessa Contessa Paula Cooking Chopped Cupcake Wars Cupcake Wars Chopped Chopped (N) Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped
 TVLND  47 G Bonanza Å Bonanza Å M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Cosby Cosby Cosby Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King The King of Queens King ’70s Rose. Rose.
 UNI   μ El Gordo y la Flaca Primer Impacto (N) Casa Notic. Un Refugio Por Ella Soy Eva (N) Abismo de Pasión Amor Bravío (N) Impacto Noticiero Al Diablo Mar de Amor (N) La Jaula Par Ases
 USA  31 Z Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Covert Affairs (N) Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Covert Affairs Law & Order: SVU
 VH1  39 º TRL Moments TRL Moments T.I.-Tiny Chrissy Bask. Wives LA Couples Therapy I’m Married to A... Dr. Drew Bask. Wives LA T.I.-Tiny Chrissy ›› “Fat Albert” (2004) (In Stereo)
 WE   > Rose. Rose. Ghost Whisperer Charmed Å Charmed Å CSI: Miami Å CSI: Miami Å CSI: Miami Å CSI: Miami Å CSI: Miami Å Ghost Whisperer Wedding Cakes
 WGN  16 2 Walker, Tex. Ranger Law Order: CI Chris Chris Funny Home Videos Mother Mother Mother Mother WGN News at Nine Funny Home Videos Rules Rules 30 Rock Scrubs 30 Rock Sunny
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