
BY DAVID ESPO AND KEN THOMAS
Associated Press

DAYTON, Ohio — The endgame
at hand, President Barack Obama
and Republican Mitt Romney
plunged into the
final two weeks of
an excruciatingly
close race for the
White House Tues-
day with TV adver-
tising nearing an
astronomical $1 bil-
lion and millions of
Americans casting
early ballots in all
regions of the
country.

Increasingly, Ohio looms as
ground zero in a campaign waged
in tough economic times. The
state’s unemployment rate of 7 per-
cent is well below the national av-
erage of 7.8 percent, Obama has
campaigned here more than in any
other state and Romney has
booked a heavy schedule of ap-
pearances in hopes of a break-
through.

The economy was the theme
Tuesday as the two rivals put their
final, foreign policy-focused debate
behind.

Obama brandished a new 20-
page summary of his second-term
agenda and told a campaign crowd
in Florida his rival’s blueprint
“doesn’t really create jobs. His
deficit plan doesn’t reduce the
deficit; it adds to it.”

More than that, he said Romney
changes his positions so often that

he can’t be trusted.
In Dayton, Obama said of his

rival: “In the closing weeks of the
campaign, he’s doing everything he
can to hide his true positions. He is
terrific at making presentations
about stuff he thinks is wrong with
America, but he sure can’t give you
an answer about what will make it
right. And that’s not leadership you
can trust.”

Before flying to Ohio for his
17th trip of the election year,
Obama also said with a hint of hu-
mility: “It doesn’t mean that every
candidate is going to get every-
thing done all at once perfectly, but
you want somebody to be able to
look you in the eye and say, here’s
what I believe.”  

Romney countered in an ap-
pearance before a large, cheering
crowd in Henderson, Nev. He said
Obama wants a new term for the
same policies that have produced
slow economic growth and high un-
employment for four long years.
“He is a status quo candidate. ...
That’s why his campaign is slipping
and ours is gaining so much
steam,” he said.

Romney’s aides dismissed
Obama’s 20-page booklet as noth-
ing new, and the former Massachu-
setts governor said of the
president: “His vision for the future
is a repeat of the past.”

There seemed to be no end to
the television advertising in a sea-
son when voters report they are
heartily sick of it.

Material collected by ad track-
ers showed the two candidates and

allied groups have spent or re-
served nearly $950 million so far on
television commercials, much of it
negative, some of it harshly so.
Romney and GOP groups had a
$100 million advantage over
Obama and his supporters, al-
though variations in the purchase
price made it difficult to compare
the number of ads each side had
run.

Increasingly, the two campaigns
were focused on turning out their

supporters in early balloting under
way in more than half the states.

“Every single day right now is
Election Day,” Obama’s campaign
manager, Jim Messina, told re-
porters. On that, at least, Republi-
cans offered no rebuttal.

About 5 million voters have al-
ready cast ballots according to
data collected by the United States
Elections Project at George Mason
University, and about 35 million are
expected to do so before Nov. 6.

It Was A Dark And
Stormy Night ... 

Finish this story. 
———

It was a dark and stormy
night and I told my mom that
the British were coming. She
was astounded! She locked
the door and turned on the
television to Sponge Bob. The
British love American shows,
so my mom said, “OK!” 

My brother came down-
stairs screaming like a little
schoolgirl. 

“What’s wrong?” asked
my mom. 

“There’s a dinosaur out-
side!” he answered, “I heard
their teeth are the size of mi-
crowaves.” 

“No, they’re the size of ba-
nanas,” I corrected. 

“Whatever,” he said. “The
point is, we’re going to get
squished.” 

And that’s when I woke
up.

Myriam, 5th grade 

It was a stormy night. It
was so dark you couldn’t see
anything. 

Gabby, 1st grade 

It was a dark and stormy
night and the lightning kept
on striking. I was sick and
feeling very ill. I couldn’t do
anything because my mom
wasn’t home. I was so scared
I was under the couch. Mom
finally came home and she
told me to go to my room and
I got under the bed. I said,
“Go on storm,” and it went
away. I then said, “Yeah!”
After that I wasn’t ill any-
more.

Teddy, 3rd grade 

It was a dark and stormy
night. I saw Frankenstein. I
was scared of Frankenstein.
He was chasing me. 

Josh, 2nd grade 

It was a dark and stormy
night. There were doors
slamming and furniture shak-
ing. I had a hamster. Its blue
eyes turned red!

Malorie, 2nd grade 

It was a dark and stormy
night. It was pouring down
rain. The wind was strong. It
was a scary storm.

Cody, 3rd grade 
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Romney Alters Views In Appeal To Moderates

WASHINGTON (AP) — Mitt Romney abruptly moderated his for-
eign policy positions in this week’s debate on issues like ending the
war in Afghanistan and averting another conflict in Iran, hoping to
neutralize one of President Barack Obama’s main strengths with
the election only two weeks away. But the move toward the politi-
cal center comes with potential pitfalls.

By abandoning several of his sharpest criticisms of Obama from
the past several months, Romney risks upsetting some conserva-
tives and reinforcing the allegation — levied repeatedly by the
president on Monday night — that his positions lack conviction
and leadership.

His aim was to appear sober and serious, a plausible com-
mander in chief, by not engaging in saber-rattling for political
points. By narrowing the gap between his positions and those of
Obama, he also may have succeeded in giving undecided voters,
particularly women, the impression that he would lead a war-
weary America into another conflict only reluctantly.

Romney aides said both the tone and substance of their boss’
arguments were intentional and that he carried with him into the
debate a key piece of advice: Talk about peace.

The overarching goal, they said, was for Romney to look like a
suitable commander. After adopting a more assertively militaristic
tone to win the GOP nomination amid challenges from more con-
servative candidates, he sought at all costs to avoid appearing as a
warmonger.

Informant: NYPD Paid Me To ‘Bait’ Muslims
NEW YORK (AP) — A paid informant for the New York Police De-

partment’s intelligence unit was under orders to “bait” Muslims
into saying inflammatory things as he lived a double life, snapping
pictures inside mosques and collecting the names of innocent peo-
ple attending study groups on Islam, he told The Associated Press.

Shamiur Rahman, a 19-year-old American of Bangladeshi de-
scent who has now denounced his work as an informant, said po-
lice told him to embrace a strategy called “create and capture.” He
said it involved creating a conversation about jihad or terrorism,
then capturing the response to send to the NYPD. For his work, he
earned as much as $1,000 a month and goodwill from the police
after a string of minor marijuana arrests.

“We need you to pretend to be one of them,” Rahman recalled
the police telling him. “It’s street theater.”

Rahman said he now believes his work as an informant against
Muslims in New York was “detrimental to the Constitution.” After
he disclosed to friends details about his work for the police — and
after he told the police that he had been contacted by the AP — he
stopped receiving text messages from his NYPD handler, “Steve,”
and his handler’s NYPD phone number was disconnected.

Rahman’s account shows how the NYPD unleashed informants
on Muslim neighborhoods, often without specific targets or crimi-
nal leads. Much of what Rahman said represents a tactic the NYPD
has denied using.

Authorities Say Surfer Killed By Shark In Calif.
VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. (AP) — A California surfer

was killed Tuesday by a shark off a beach at coastal Vandenberg
Air Force Base, authorities said.

The attack was reported by another surfer about 11 a.m. off the
coast of Surf Beach in Lompoc, the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s
Department said in a statement.

The victim “had a friend who he was surfing with who saw the
shark bite or hit the man,” said sheriff’s Sgt. Mark A. Williams. “His
friend ended up swimming over and pulling him from the water
where he received first aid.”

The friend started first aid while another surfer called for help,
but the male victim was pronounced dead by paramedics at the
scene.

The Air Force said only that the victim was 38 years old and was
not affiliated with the base, which allows public access to some of
its beaches.

BY JONATHAN FAHEY 
AP Energy Writer 

NEW YORK — U.S. oil output
is surging so fast that the United
States could soon overtake Saudi
Arabia as the world’s biggest
producer. 

Driven by high prices and
new drilling methods, U.S. pro-
duction of crude and other liquid
hydrocarbons is on track to rise 7
percent this year to an average of
10.9 million barrels per day. This
will be the fourth straight year of
crude increases and the biggest
single-year gain since 1951. 

The boom has surprised even
the experts. 

“Five years ago, if I or anyone
had predicted today’s production
growth, people would have

thought we were crazy,” says Jim
Burkhard, head of oil markets re-
search at IHS CERA, an energy
consulting firm. 

The Energy Department fore-
casts that U.S. production of
crude and other liquid hydrocar-
bons, which includes biofuels,
will average 11.4 million barrels
per day next year. That would be
a record for the U.S. and just
below Saudi Arabia’s output of
11.6 million barrels. Citibank fore-
casts U.S. production could reach
13 million to 15 million barrels
per day by 2020, helping to make
North America “the new Middle
East.” 

The last year the U.S. was the
world’s largest producer was
2002, after the Saudis drastically
cut production because of low oil

prices in the aftermath of 9/11.
Since then, the Saudis and the
Russians have been the world
leaders. 

The United States will still
need to import lots of oil in the
years ahead. Americans use 18.7
million barrels per day. But
thanks to the growth in domestic
production and the improving
fuel efficiency of the nation’s cars
and trucks, imports could fall by
half by the end of the decade. 

The increase in production
hasn’t translated to cheaper
gasoline at the pump, and prices
are expected to stay relatively
high for the next few years be-
cause of growing demand for oil
in developing nations and politi-
cal instability in the Middle East
and North Africa. 

Still, producing more oil do-
mestically, and importing less,
gives the economy a significant
boost. 

The companies profiting range
from independent drillers to large
international oil companies such
as Royal Dutch Shell, which in-
creasingly see the U.S. as one of
the most promising places to
drill. ExxonMobil agreed last
month to spend $1.6 billion to in-
crease its U.S. oil holdings. 

Increased drilling is driving
economic growth in states such
as North Dakota, Oklahoma,
Wyoming, Montana and Texas, all
of which have unemployment
rates far below the national aver-
age of 7.8 percent. North Dakota
is at 3 percent; Oklahoma, 5.2. 

Romney

Obama, Romney In Final Sprint To Election

MARK RANDALL/SUN SENTINEL/MCT

President Barack Obama stumps in Delray Beach, Florida, Tuesday, the
morning after the third and final presidential debate held at Lynn Univer-
sity in Boca Raton. Several thousand supporters filled the Delray Beach
Tennis Center to hear the President speak at what the campaign called a
Grassroots Event. 

U.S. May Soon Become World’s Top Oil Producer 


