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Dakota. Our state needs a more open
and balanced government where
policies and ideas are openly de-
bated and vetted. As a leader in the
House of Representatives, | have
fought to make our legislature more
responsive to issues that affect regu-
lar folks — especially those South
Dakotans who don’t have lobbyists
in the Capitol hallways. With your
support, 'll keep up the fight. I think
we're making progress but there’s
much to be done.

2. With an initiated measure on
the 2012 general election ballot
that proposes to increase the state
general sales and use tax rate from
4 percent to 5 percent to, in part,
help fund K-12, there is some un-
certainty in regards to the future
of education funding. What do you
think of current funding levels,
and what is the way forward?

The School Funding Formula cre-
ated in the 1990s served us reason-
ably well until the governor and his
legislative majority chose to ignore
state law and not follow the formula.
Instead, they cut K-12 schools by $50
million, creating all sorts of prob-
lems. | hope the next legislature will
agree that we should return to the
formula, and rebuild the school
budget. The cuts were unnecessary.
The state now has $150 million in re-
serves — plus $800 million in trust
funds and millions of other funds.
Pierre is hoarding your tax dollars,
and forcing school districts to raise
property taxes to cover the educa-
tion cuts. That’s bad policy, and it
could result in a disastrous property
tax revolt like we had in the 1990s.

3. The general election ballot
will include Referred Law 14,
which would determine whether
or not the Large Project Develop-
ment Fund will be formed to assist
with the construction of economic
development projects. Is this fund
needed? Why or why not?

I've worked with the governor on
countless economic development
initiatives — including tourism fund-
ing, selling state property to build
the REDI fund, easing liability for
manufacturers, preserving Ellsworth
Air Base, funding the Sanford Lab,
expanding TIFD districts and many
others. But I drew a line at this idea
because the governor wants to take
$16 million a year from the general
fund (which funds schools and
health care) when we just cut our
schools $50 million. Education is the
best economic development. Em-
ployers tell me they have job open-
ings they can't fill because they can’t
find qualified workers. There are
other concerns about this program,
but the funding source is my main
objection. Please vote no on Ref.
Law 14. It hurts our schools.

4. Do you think South Dakota’s
economy is heading in the right di-
rection?

Government can'’t do much to
create short-term job growth. Politi-
cians pretend they create jobs by giv-
ing money to companies who move
from town to town, but that isn't true
job creation. However, government
can have an impact long term by
helping families and communities
raise well-educated and healthy chil-
dren. I give South Dakota govern-
ment a “D” in that category. We need
to be sure that every “at risk” child
has access to pre-school. Tech
schools and college must be within
reach of youth from poor families. A
10 percent high school dropout rate
should be considered disgraceful.
And a culture of entrepreneurship
should be given more than lip serv-
ice. Too many politicians want to
claim quick credit for job growth in-
stead of tackling the hard stuff.

5. Scientists link the increasing
frequency of extreme weather
events such as last year’s flood
and this year’s drought to the ef-
fects of climate change, yet the
issue has been largely ignored at
the federal and state levels.
Should the Legislature take any
measures to address the growing
impacts of climate change?

Sadly, the legislature did address
climate change two years ago with a
resolution urging schools to teach as-
tronomy as a weather factor. That
gave us a black eye around the coun-
try, which was ironic because we've
actually accomplished good things.
We worked in a bi-partisan way to en-
courage ethanol and bio-diesel. Our
state was an early leader in regulat-
ing wind energy so landowners and
local communities would benefit. We
should wean ourselves from fossil
fuels as quickly as possible, both for
economic and environmental rea-
sons, through conservation and pro-
duction of alternative energies. The
legislature has been more successful
in that regard than some lawmakers
might even want to admit.

6. Final thoughts.

South Dakota is blessed with nat-
ural resources, a beautiful outdoors
and good people. We have a great fu-
ture, but state government is a weak
link. It has not been as progressive
and resourceful as our citizenry.
Pierre needs to be a better partner
with our communities — especially
with our schools. Instead, the execu-
tive branch has picked fights with
the schools. We need lawmakers
who will respectfully challenge the
executive branch and the Pierre bu-
reaucracy, not only on education
and property taxes but also on eco-
nomic development and a host of
other issues. | won'’t be a rubber
stamp legislator. | would truly appre-
ciate your vote this year.

in the country growing up,” Freng
continued. “So much of what the
County Commission does is un-
seen to most people. We are work-
ing hard to maintain services ...
We haven’t been raising taxes. We
try to spend the money wisely.
We're very miserly when it comes
to the budget.”

Careers in journalism and car
sales have given Van Osdel experi-
ence in working with people. He
also grew up on a farm.

In car sales, you learn that the
customer is always right, he
stated.

“Sometimes they find the vehi-
cle they want, but it will not serve
their purpose,” Van Osdel said. “I
learned that early on. They're
upset with you because they have
no room in the back seat for the
kids in the car they chose. It's my
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fault. You have to learn to deal
with that and deal with people.”

“I think with my farm back-
ground and the relationships I've
developed with people during the
50 years I've worked in Yankton
would serve me well,” he stated.
“People certainly think I'm ap-
proachable.”

Johnson said being a regis-
tered land surveyor and the
CADD/GIS Manager at Eisenbraun
& Associates, Inc., gives him a
unique perspective compared to
the other two candidates.

“Roads is one of the primary
issues we've discussed here,” he
stated. “That’s what I went to
school for. That’s what I do on a
daily basis. | understand the costs
of building and maintaining roads
throughout our community. I also
understand some of the issues
that come up with planning and
zoning.”

Johnson said he is younger
than his opponents and has some
newer ideas.

“I do listen to other opinions
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and work with people,” he added.
“On the commission, all of us
work together. We understand
that we have to.”

In the coroner race, Melisa
Smith is a Democrat who has
been the coroner for one four-
year term. She is seeking re-elec-
tion against Arica Nickles, a
Republican who currently serves
as a deputy coroner under Smith.
Both have been with the coro-
ner’s office for nine years.

Nickles was out of town and
could not be present at the forum.

Because she has been the
coroner for the last four years,
Smith said she has taken far more
calls that Nickles has as a deputy.

“I feel passionately that, when
we respond to a coroner call, it is
a team effort,” Smith said in re-
sponse to a question about what
sets her apart from Nickles. “Law
enforcement don’t necessarily
walk into a scene and say, ‘This is
what is going on and we need to
take care of this body.” They ask
me questions. They want to know
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what my opinion is. We work to-
gether to determine why the per-
son passed away and what needs
to be done.”

Smith said that, if elected, she
would press for more training for
her staff and set more clear poli-
cies for investigations.

She also pointed out, to a round
of laughter, that political affiliation
plays no role in the position.

County Commission candidates
were also asked what could be
done to offset the lack of federal
funding for county roads.

Johnson said there needs to be
a focus on roads with higher traffic
loads.

“The county is going to need to
make them a priority,” he stated.
“There are other roads throughout
our community that are very
lightly traveled. Those roads are
also paved. Maybe we don’t need
to do as much maintenance on
those. Maybe they are standing up
better for us.”

The county needs to work
smarter instead of harder, accord-
ing to Freng.
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“We have a certain budget, and
it is not going to go up,” she said.
“We are not going to raise taxes.
We are not going to find extra
money from the federal govern-
ment. We're getting a new highway
superintendent. I'm hoping that he
has some ideas. | hope we can find
some modern practices and move
forward.”

Ultimately, some roads may
have to be maintained less, Freng
added.

“That is not a popular thought,”
she said.

Van Osdel observed that farm
machinery is much larger than it
used to be.

“There is a lot more wear and
tear on the roads,” he said. “I'm
hoping we can hire a miracle
worker (as the highway superin-
tendent). We're going to have to do
more with less, there is no doubt
about it.”

You can follow Nathan Johnson
on Twitter at twitter.com/AnInland-
Voyage

Wed., Nov. 7th « 11am-7pm

Serving Chili, Turkey Noodle Soup,
Taverns and Homemade Pies

Christ the King Lutheran Church
305 W. 25th Street « Yankton

SACRED HEART PARISH
BAZAAR & DINNER

Sunday, November 4, 2012
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart Parish Center
509 Capital St., Yankton, SD
égerving Delicious Turkey Dinner with stuffing,
7 real homemade mashed potatoes & gravy,

choice of salads, bun, dessert & beverage

Take Out Meals! Raffle! Games!
Book Nook! Bakery Booth & More!

0 6th grade to Adult $9, Preschool-5th grade $5,
Children 2 years & younger Free

Kids Against Hunger,
YANKTON- Hunger Conference
Come and learn how you can make a difference in the

lives of children around the corner and around the world.
featuring the music ministry of Mark Schultz

Saturday, November 10 at 7p.m.

Doors open at 6
Yankton High School Theater, 1801 Summit St., Yankton, SD
Tickets: $20 in advance $25 at the door
Available in Yankton at the Carpenter’s Shop, Clark’s Rentals,
by phone at 800-965-9324 or at iTickets.com.

All proceeds will benefit the ministry of Helping Hands for Haiti, Yankton Sack Pack program,
and the Yankton Contact Center. For more information, visit www.kahyankton.org

...Help a Family in Need!

Please help us make this holiday season 4 little brighter for some families in need.

2 Ways You Can Help Out:

1. Sponsor and decorate a artificial christmas tree
and coordinating gift box for food donations

2. Vote for your favorite tree by placing one non-perishable
food item in the gift box located by that tree

Trees will be on display at the Yankton Mall with voting

November 12th-December 10th. Trees will be picked up by the families
in need and food delivered to our local food pantry Dec. 13th-15th.

Tree Registration Due: November 7th

Call the mall office 665-5999 or Rita’s Purse-O-Nalities 260-8362

Tree Setup/Decorate Tree: November 10th-11th

Please check in at Rita’s Purse-O-Nalities or the Yankton Mall before setting up.

Grand Prize For Best Decorated Tree is an

$100 Yankton Mall Gift Card winner will be announced December 12th
Brought to you by the Press & Dakotan & the Yankton Mall

Co-sponsored by: Rita’s Purse-0-Nalities



