
BY BASSEM MROUE
Associated Press

BEIRUT  — Syrian warplanes
launched 60 airstrikes against
rebel targets around the country
on Monday, the most intense air
raids across the country since the
uprising began 19 months ago, ac-
cording to anti-regime activists.
The suburbs of the capital Damas-
cus were particularly hard hit.

Activists said at least 500 peo-
ple were killed over the four-day
period ending Monday when a
U.N.-backed truce was supposed to
be in effect.  They said the death
toll for Monday so far has reached
80 and would likely rise further. In
the period leading up to the truce,
there was an average of about 150
deaths per day in the civil war, ac-
cording to activists.

A government official said a car
bomb killed 10 people on the out-
skirts of Damascus and TV footage
showed firemen fighting the blaze
amid wide destruction after parts
of balconies fell on cars parked on
a residential street.  As smoke bil-
lowed, a woman was seen running
away with children from the area
of the blast and electricity cables
dangled from poles. Activists said
the air raids were launched both
before and after the car bomb and
were still under way.  

Another car bomb exploded in
a Damascus neighborhood where
rebels are active, and state-run
news agency said there were many
casualties. 

Monday was supposed to be
the fourth and final day of a U.N.-
backed cease-fire to coincide with
the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Adha,
one of the holiest periods on the
Muslim calendar. But the truce was
violated almost as soon as it was
supposed to take effect on Friday

and violence continued unabated
over the holiday weekend.  

The army warned late Sunday
night that it will strike “remnants
of terrorists with an iron fist” after
they “repeatedly violated the
cease-fire.” The regime of Presi-
dent Bashar Assad often refers to
those waging the uprising as “ter-
rorists.”

Rami Abdul-Rahman, who
heads the Britain-based Syrian Ob-

servatory for Human Rights, said
airstrikes on Monday were by far
higher than on any other day since
the conflict began in March last
year.

“Today has seen the most in-
tense air raids across Syria since
the start of the uprising,” he said,
estimating there were more than
60 airstrikes nationwide by early
afternoon Monday. 

He said the Syrian military was

trying to compensate for recent
losses on the ground with
airstrikes.

Muhieddine Lathkani, a Lon-
don-based member of the Syrian
National Council opposition group,
said the air attacks were a result of
the regime’s “total despair” and re-
flect the military’s inability to re-
capture areas it lost to the rebels. 
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The Rehabilitation Experts

Physical Therapy
At Avera Sacred Heart Hospital

Is pain or discomfort 
compromising your daily 
activities? Is an injury 
keeping you from enjoying 
life? 
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AP: Next President To Struggle With Economy 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Whoever wins the U.S. presidential election
will likely struggle to manage the biggest economic threats he’ll face.

That’s the cautionary message that emerges from the latest Associ-
ated Press Economy Survey.

Europe’s recession will persist deep into the next presidential term,
according to a majority of the 31 economists who responded to the
survey. A weaker European economy would shrink demand for U.S. ex-
ports and cost U.S. jobs. Yet there’s little the next president can do
about it.

An even more urgent threat to the U.S. economy, the economists
say, is Congress’ failure so far to reach a deal to prevent tax increases
and spending cuts from taking effect next year and possibly triggering
another recession. Yet as President Barack Obama has found, the
White House can’t force a congressional accord.

And whether Obama or his Republican challenger Mitt Romney
wins Nov. 6, he’ll likely have to deal with one chamber of Congress led
by the opposing party. Polls suggest the Senate will remain in Demo-
cratic hands after the election and the House in Republican control.

Clinton, Biden Tear Into Romney’s Jeep Claim  
YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio (AP) — Vice President Joe Biden and former

President Bill Clinton have criticized Mitt Romney for saying that
Chrysler is shifting production of its Jeep brand autos from Ohio to
China.

Jeep, a major employer in Ohio, has said it is adding jobs in China
to meet growing demand there but is not halting production in North
America.

Campaigning together in the crucial swing state, Clinton called
Romney’s claim “the biggest load of bull in the world.” 

Biden said it was “bizarre.”
Clinton, who had been scheduled to appear with President Barack

Obama, said Obama was personally offended by Romney’s claim. Clin-
ton says Obama’s first car was a Jeep.

Obama canceled scheduled appearances with Clinton in Florida
and Ohio on Monday, citing Hurricane Sandy.

Egyptian Church Narrows Pope Candidates  
CAIRO (AP) — A council of Egypt’s Coptic Christians voted on Mon-

day in a process that will lead to the selection of a new pope for the an-
cient church, as the community struggles to assert its identity and
rights in a rising tide of Islamism that has left many Copts fearful for
their future.

The succession follows the March death of the charismatic Pope
Shenouda III at the age of 88, after 40 years as the leader of the Coptic
Orthodox Church. The congregation represents the majority of Egypt’s
Christians, who make up about 10 percent of the country’s 83 million
people.

About 2,400 clergymen, community leaders and Egyptian Coptic no-
tables gathered in the main Coptic cathedral in Cairo for the voting.
They were choosing a short list of three candidates from a field of five
monks and auxiliary bishops.

By late Monday, acting Pope Pachomios said more than 93 percent
of the council voted, and selected Bishop Raphael, 54, once an aide to
Shenouda; Bishop Tawadros, 59, an aide to the acting pope, and Father
Raphael Ava Mina, the oldest among them at 70, a monk in a monastery
near Alexandria and a student of the pope who preceded Shenouda.

The final selection of the new pope will take place in a ceremony
Sunday, when the three names are put in a box and a blindfolded child
picks one out, a step believed to reflect God’s will in the choice. The
acting pope asked Copts to fast for three days to aid the selection of
the Church’s 118th pope.

Two Top Executives Are Leaving Apple, Inc.
NEW YORK (AP) — Apple Inc. shook up its executive ranks Mon-

day, saying the head of its store operations is leaving after just six
months on the job and the long-serving head of its iPhone software de-
velopment operations is exiting next year.

Apple didn’t say why retail senior vice president John Browett and
iOS software SVP Scott Forstall were leaving, but both have presided
over missteps this year.

Browett cut staffing hours at Apple’s retail stores, a move the com-
pany reversed and acknowledged as a mistake. Forstall’s division
launched a software update in September that replaced Google Maps
with Apple’s first mapping application. It quickly drew unfavorable
comparisons to the software it was replacing, and Apple apologized.

Browett’s departure is immediate, and the company is looking for a
replacement. Forstall will act as an advisor to CEO Tim Cook until he
leaves, Apple said. His responsibilities will be divided among other
Apple veterans.

Forstall joined Apple in 1997 with the company’s purchase of Steve
Jobs’ NeXT startup. Apple credits him as one of the original architects
of Mac OS X.

Craig Federighi, who is now in charge of the Mac OS, will add iOS
development to his responsibilities, Apple said, but Jony Ive, the chief
designer behind the distinctive look of Apple hardware, will take re-
sponsibility for the look and feel of Apple’s software.

Eddy Cue, head of Apple’s online services and iTunes, will assume
responsibility for Maps and Siri, the “virtual assistant” application on
the iPhone and iPad.

BY PETE YOST
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The number of violent
crimes reported to police decreased 3.8 percent
last year to 1.2 million, the fifth straight year of
declines, the FBI announced Monday.

Meanwhile, the total number of property
crimes reported to law enforcement agencies
went down by 0.5 percent to 9 million, the ninth
consecutive year that figure has fallen. Property
crimes resulted in estimated losses of $156.6
billion.

The latest declines mark the continuation of
a nearly two-decade drop in crime levels — a
trend that almost no one in the field of criminol-
ogy predicted, said Professor John Caulkins of
Carnegie Mellon Heinz College. The trend, said
Caulkins, is a reflection of a range of many fac-
tors, including policing practices.

A drop in the number of people in the peak
crime-age category of teens to 25-year-olds also
contributed to the crime reductions, Caulkins
said, but added that “if this were only a story of
demographics, we would never have had this
kind of substantial decline.”

Government figures released two weeks ago

said that violent crime has fallen by 65 percent
since 1993.

Twenty years ago, “there was a lot of hand-
wringing about high crime levels” but “we’re
way past the possibility that this is a lucky con-
version,” Caulkins said.

The FBI’s data showed that the South ac-
counted for 41.3 percent of violent crime, while
the West accounted for 22.9 percent. The Mid-
west claimed 19.5 percent of the cases and the
Northeast, 16.2 percent.

Murders, rapes, robberies and aggravated
assaults reported to authorities all declined last
year. According to the FBI’s data for last year:

—14,612 people were murdered, down 14.7
percent from 17,128 in 2007.

—83,425 people were raped, down 9.4 per-
cent from 92,160 in 2007.

—354,396 people were robbed, down over 20
percent from 447,324 in 2007.

—751,131 people were assaulted, down 13.3
percent from 866,358 in 2007.

The FBI said firearms were used in two-
thirds of the nation’s murders last year, and in
two out of every five robberies and in one out
of five aggravated assaults.

In 2011, authorities solved nearly 64 percent

of murders, over 40 percent of forcible rapes,
nearly 29 percent of robberies and nearly 57
percent of aggravated assaults.

The FBI’s crime reporting program, which
captures crimes that are reported to police, is
one of two statistical measures of crime levels
issued by the Justice Department. Historically,
less than half of all crimes, including violent
crimes, are reported to police. The other meas-
ure, the national crime victimization survey, is
designed to capture crime data whether it is re-
ported to police or not. That survey is based on
interviews of crime victims. 

Two weeks ago, the victimization survey re-
ported that violent crimes jumped 18 percent
last year, the first rise in nearly 20 years, while
property crimes rose for the first time in a
decade. Academic experts say the survey data
fall short of signaling a reversal of the long-term
decline in crime.

Caulkins said that the FBI report is probably
more reliable as a year-to-year measure, but
that the victimization survey also is useful be-
cause it includes crimes beyond those that are
officially reported.

FBI: Crimes Reported Fell Last Year

Syrian Warplanes Bombard Rebels With Airstrikes


