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Target Of Raid Had Plans To Attack UN
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — The man U.S. Navy SEALs tried

to take down in Somalia over the weekend was a Kenyan
who had plotted to attack his country’s parliament build-
ing and the United Nations headquarters in Nairobi, ac-
cording to a Kenyan government intelligence report.

The pre-dawn, seaside SEAL raid on Saturday targeted
Abdulkadir Mohamed Abdulkadir, who is also known as
Ikrima, a U.S. official told The Associated Press. The U.S.
troops are not believed to have captured or killed their tar-
get. The official insisted on anonymity because he wasn’t
authorized to release the information

In the internal report by Kenya’s National Intelligence
Service, Abdulkadir is listed as the lead planner of a plot
sanctioned by al-Qaida’s core leadership in Pakistan to
carry out multiple attacks in Kenya in late 2011 and early
2012. The AP has previously reported that those attacks,
linked to the Somali Islamic extremist group al-Shabab,
were disrupted.

The report, which was leaked to AP and other media in
the wake of the Sept. 21 terror attack on Nairobi’s Westgate
Mall that killed more than 60 people, lists Samantha Lewth-
waite — a Briton known in British media as the “White
Widow” — as one of several “key actors” in the plot to at-
tack Parliament buildings, the U.N. Office in Nairobi,
Kenyan Defense Forces camps and other targets. The plot-
ters also intended to assassinate top Kenyan political and
security officials, the report said.

Police disrupted that plot. Lewthwaite, who was mar-
ried to one of the suicide bombers in the 2005 attack on
London’s transit system, escaped capture when she pro-
duced a fraudulently obtained South African passport in
another person’s name. Late last month Interpol, acting on
a request from Kenya, issued an arrest notice for Lewth-
waite.

Attacks In Egypt Continue To Surge
CAIRO (AP) — A string of attacks killed nine members

of Egypt’s security and military forces and hit the coun-
try’s main satellite communications station Monday, in an
apparent retaliation by Islamic militants a day after more
than 50 supporters of the ousted president were killed in
clashes with police.

The attacks show a dangerous expansion of targets, in-
cluding the first strike against civilian infrastructure in the
heart of the capital. They also blur the lines between the
country’s political instability, continued protests against
the military ouster of President Mohammed Morsi, and an
insurgency that had been previously been largely confined
to the northern Sinai Peninsula.

It is also likely to harden positions of the military-
backed government and its opponents, making reconcilia-
tion more difficult.

“We are at war with them,” said Mohammed Ibrahim,
the country’s interior minister in charge of security forces,
pointing to militant groups. He suggested the surge in at-
tacks, particularly the targeting of the satellite station—
which left a minor damage on one of the dishes — was in
retaliation for the government crackdown on Sunday’s
protests.

“This is an attempt to prove they are still around and
are not broken,” he told The Associated Press, without
specifying which groups are behind the attacks. “They also
aim to confuse, to distract” security forces.

Children Of US Couple Leave Qatar
DOHA, Qatar (AP) — The family of an American couple

facing charges in Qatar of starving to death their 8-year-old
adopted daughter says the Gulf state has allowed their two
other children to return to the United States.

A statement Monday says the children, also adopted
from Africa, arrived Saturday from Qatar and are staying
with relatives in Washington State.

Last week, a judge in Qatar ordered Matthew and Grace
Huang to remain jailed pending their next hearing sched-
uled for Nov. 6.

They are charged with starving and mistreating their
Ghanaian-born daughter Gloria, who died in January. The
former California couple says the girl died from medical
problems complicated by anorexia-like bouts.

Matthew Huang was working on water engineering proj-
ects as part of infrastructure improvements for Qatar’s
hosting of the 2022 World Cup.

Audits: Indian Tribes Mishandle Funds 
ETHETE, Wyo. (AP) — American Indian tribes have been

caught misappropriating tens of millions of taxpayer dollars,
according to internal tribal audits and other documents. But
federal authorities do little about it — due to a lack of over-
sight, resources or political will.

The result? Poor tribes like the Northern Arapaho of
Wyoming suffer.

One Arapaho manager pocketed money meant to buy
meals for tribal elders. Another used funds from the reserva-
tion’s diabetes program to subsidize personal shopping trips.
And other members plundered the tribal welfare fund, then
gambled the money away at one of the tribe’s casinos.

Altogether, employees drained at least a half-million dol-
lars from the coffers of a tribe whose members have a median
household income of about $16,000 a year.

Federal agencies questioned millions more dollars the
Northern Arapaho government spent, but decided not to re-
cover any of the money — and even increased funding to the
tribe.

Debt Overtaking Shutdown As Focus
BY DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON  — A market-rattling
federal default loomed and the partial
government shutdown lingered on Mon-
day, but a gridlocked Congress be-
trayed little or no urgency toward
resolving either of the nation’s most
challenging short-term economic dis-
putes.

Stocks got a case of the jitters on
Wall Street, and halfway around the
world China stressed the importance
for the global economy of raising the
U.S. debt limit. 

“Safeguarding the debt is of vital im-
portance to the economy of the U.S.
and the world,” Vice Finance Minister
Zhu Guangyao said, according to the of-
ficial Xinhua News Agency. China holds
$1.277 trillion in U.S. Treasury bonds,
second only to Japan.

At home, the political rhetoric was
unchanged — and generally uncompro-
mising — while a new poll suggested
Republicans are paying a heavier price
than Democrats for the deadlock.

President Barack Obama said the
House should vote immediately on end-
ing the partial closure of the federal es-
tablishment. He accused House Speaker
John Boehner of refusing to permit the
necessary legislation to come to the
floor because he “doesn’t apparently
want to see the ... shutdown end at the
moment, unless he’s able to extract
concessions that don’t have anything to
do with the budget.”

Boehner, in rebuttal, called on
Obama to agree to negotiations on
changes in the nation’s health care
overhaul and steps to curb deficits, the
principal GOP demands for ending the
shutdown and eliminating the threat of
default.

“Really, Mr. President. It’s time to
have that conversation before our
economy is put further at risk,” the
Ohio Republican said in remarks on the
House floor.

Obama said he would talk with the
Republicans on those topics or virtu-

ally any others. But the White House
has said repeatedly the president will
not negotiate until the government is
fully re-opened and the debt limit has
been raised to stave off the nation’s
first-ever default. 

White House aide Jason Furman told
reporters that if Boehner “needs to
have some talking point for his caucus
that’s consistent with us not negotiat-
ing ... that’s not adding a bunch of ex-
traneous conditions, of course he’s
welcome to figure out whatever talking
point he wants that helps him sell
something.”

The current standoff is the latest in
a string of clashes over the past three
years between Obama and a House Re-
publican majority that has steered to
the right with the rise of the tea party.

Most Democrats and many Republi-
cans have assumed the GOP will pay a
heavier price for a shutdown than the
Democrats, since that was the case in
1996. 

And a survey released by the Wash-
ington Post-ABC said disapproval of Re-
publicans was measured at 70 percent,
up from 63 percent a week earlier. Dis-
approval of Obama’s role was statisti-
cally unchanged at 51 percent.

In the Senate, where majority De-
mocrats forced approval of legislation
before the shutdown aimed at prevent-
ing it, officials said Majority Leader
Harry Reid was drafting a bill to raise
the current $16.7 trillion debt ceiling
before the Oct. 17 deadline when Treas-
ury Secretary Jacob Lew has said the
government will reach its borrowing
limit.

The measure would allow the gov-
ernment to meet its borrowing needs
through the 2014 elections, officials
said, although few details were immedi-
ately available. 

Assuming Democratic support, the
bill could pass the Senate quickly if Re-
publicans merely vote against it as they
press for concessions from the White
House. But passage could be delayed
until Oct. 17 if the GOP decides to
mount a filibuster.

Separately, a White House aide said
Obama would be receptive to an in-
terim, short-term measure to prevent
default. 

In the House, Republicans declined
to say when they would put debt limit
legislation on the floor for a vote.

Instead, the public agenda for the
day consisted of legislation to reopen
the Food and Drug Administration, the
latest in a string of measures to soften
the impact of the partial shutdown. 

Earlier House-passed bills would end
the shutdown at national parks, the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves and the
Women, Infants and Children nutrition
program, and ease effects for the Wash-
ington, D.C., government, among other
locations. Each of the measures cleared
the House with some Democratic sup-
port.

Yet each is under a veto threat by
the White House, and Reid opposes
them in the Senate as far less than the
full restoration of government services
that most Democrats favor.

Still, the shutdown eased over the
weekend, when about 350,000 civilian
defense workers were recalled as the
result of legislation Congress passed
and Obama signed after the shutdown
began.

That left an estimated 450,000 fed-
eral employees idle at agencies respon-
sible for domestic programs, ranging
from the Departments of Education to
Energy, and including Labor, Health and
Human Services, Interior, Transporta-
tion and more.

The shutdown was felt unevenly,
however, because of bewilderingly com-
plex rules and the ability of senior offi-
cials to declare some projects essential
and therefore allowed to remain open.

Some routine food checks by the
FDA were suspended, but the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s meat inspections
continued uninterrupted. Much of the
nation’s space agency was shuttered,
although work continued on plans to
launch a robotic probe to Mars, which
has a once-every-two-years launch win-
dow.

Americans Win Medicine Nobel 
BY KARL RITTER
AND MALIN RISING
Associated Press

STOCKHOLM  — Two
Americans and a German-
American won the Nobel Prize
in medicine on Monday for
discovering how key sub-
stances are transported within
cells, a process involved in
such important activities as
brain cell communication and
the release of insulin.

James Rothman, 62, of Yale
University, Randy Schekman,
64, of the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, and Dr. Thomas
Sudhof, 57, of Stanford Univer-
sity shared the $1.2 million
prize for their research on
how tiny bubbles called vesi-
cles act as cargo carriers in-
side cells.

This traffic control system
ensures that the cargo is deliv-
ered to the right place at the
right time and keeps activities
inside cells from descending
into chaos, the committee
said. Defects can be harmful,
leading to neurological dis-
eases, diabetes and disorders
affecting the immune system.

“Imagine hundreds of thou-
sands of people who are trav-
eling around hundreds of
miles of streets; how are they
going to find the right way?
Where will the bus stop and
open its doors so that people
can get out?” Nobel committee
secretary Goran Hansson said.
“There are similar problems in
the cell.”

The winners’ discoveries in

the 1970s, ‘80s and ‘90s have
helped doctors diagnose a se-
vere form of epilepsy and im-
mune deficiency diseases in
children, Hansson said. In the
future, scientists hope the re-
search could lead to medi-
cines against more common
types of epilepsy, diabetes and
other metabolism deficiencies,
he added.

Schekman said he was
awakened at 1 a.m. at his
home in California by the
chairman of the prize commit-
tee, just as he was suffering
from jetlag after returning
from a trip to Germany the
night before.

“I wasn’t thinking too
straight. I didn’t have anything

elegant to say,” he told The
Associated Press. “All I could
say was ‘Oh my God,’ and that
was that.”

He called the prize a won-
derful acknowledgment of the
work he and his students had
done and said he knew it
would change his life.

“I called my lab manager
and I told him to go buy a cou-
ple bottles of Champagne and
expect to have a celebration
with my lab,” he said.

In the 1970s, Schekman dis-
covered a set of genes that
were required for vesicle
transport, while Rothman re-
vealed in the 1980s and 1990s
how vesicles delivered their
cargo to the right places. Also

in the ‘90s, Sudhof identified
the machinery that controls
when vesicles release chemi-
cal messengers from one brain
cell that let it communicate
with another.

“This is not an overnight
thing. Most of it has been ac-
complished and developed
over many years, if not
decades,” Rothman told the
AP.

Rothman said he lost grant
money for the work recog-
nized by the Nobel committee,
but he will now reapply, hop-
ing the Nobel prize will make a
difference in receiving fund-
ing.

Sudhof, who was born in
Germany but moved to the
U.S. in 1983 and also has U.S.
citizenship, told the AP he re-
ceived the call from the com-
mittee while driving toward
the city of Baeza, in southern
Spain, where he was due to
give a talk. 

“I got the call while I was
driving and like a good citizen
I pulled over and picked up
the phone,” he said. “To be
honest, I thought at first it was
a joke. I have a lot of friends
who might play these kinds of
tricks.”

The medicine prize kicked
off this year’s Nobel an-
nouncements. The awards in
physics, chemistry, literature,
peace and economics will be
announced by other prize ju-
ries this week and next. Each
prize is worth 8 million
Swedish kronor ($1.2 million).
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Randy Schekman, professor of molecular and cell biology at UC
Berkeley, right, accepts his Nobel Laureate’s parking pass from
Chancellor Nicholas Dirks during a press conference announcing
Schekman being awarded the Nobel Prize in Berkeley, Calif., Monday. 


