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SELF-DRIVING
From Page 11
GPS and inertial measure-
ment units will help to
keep track of the vehi-
cle's location and various
movements. Data is also
programmed into the car
so it can differentiate sta-
tionary objects like poles
and mailboxes from fac-
tors in the environment,
such as pedestrians or

construction. The Google
vehicles also are pro-
grammed to follow road
rules and make assess-
ments of changing situa-
tions, such as advancing
at a four-way-stop if other
drivers have not yet
moved into the intersec-
tion. The goal of self-dri-
ving car manufacturers is

to reduce congestion and
accidents and keep traffic
flowing more smoothly.
Automakers will continue
to conduct research to
see how well self-driving
cars and the people
inside them work togeth-
er.
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Reach top mileage on your
car with it still going strong

Many drivers may find
the idea of keeping a
vehicle that has sur-
passed the 100,000-mile
mark preposterous.
However, perhaps due to
the rising cost of new
vehicles, many drivers
now recognize the bene-
fits of keeping their vehi-
cles for the long haul.

According to Polk
research, many of today's
drivers are keeping their
cars for longer periods of
time, with the average
age of all cars on the road
being 11 years. 

In October of 2011, Joe
LoCicero saw his 1990
Honda Accord crack the
one million mile mark, a
feat for which Honda
awarded him a new
Accord and a parade in
his hometown. There are
many benefits to keeping
a car longer, including the
financial impact of such a
decision. In a recent sur-
vey and study from
Consumer Reports, the
savings of keeping a vehi-
cle for 225,000 miles over
15 years versus purchas-
ing and financing an iden-
tical model every five
years equated to a sav-

ings of more than the
original purchase price of
the car. A person can
potentially save $20,000
or more on a properly
maintained older car.

Keeping a car running
beyond 200,000 miles
was once pure luck. Cars
made 10 to 20 years ago
might not have been up
to the task. But improve-
ments in rust prevention,
lubricants and engine
technology have made it
easier for today's vehi-
cles to last longer. But as
durable and reliable as
today's cars may be, AAA
notes the importance of
regular maintenance.

Knowing your car is
one of the first ways to
make sure it gets the
service it needs. Over
time, many drivers start
to identify warning signs,
such as abnormal noises
or if the vehicle simply
feels off when out on the
road. Finding a mechanic
that can be trusted is an
important step for driv-
ers who want to keep
their vehicles going
strong for years to come.
A driver is more likely to
bring the car in for serv-

ice if the price is right
and he or she does not
feel like any costly and
unnecessary repairs are
being recommended.
Building a good relation-
ship with a mechanic can
keep a car working
longer. Newer model year
cars can be taken to deal-
ership mechanics, who
may have a better work-
ing knowledge of newer
electronics and the sub-
tleties of specific models
of cars. The owner's man-
ual should not be some-
thing that simply takes
up space inside the glove
compartment. It is wor-
thy of a read. 

Understanding the rec-
ommended maintenance
schedule and what other
steps can be taken to pro-
long the life of the car can
keep it on the road
longer. Keeping the tires
inflated to the proper
pressure and using the
right type of gasoline are
the types of information
that can be found in the
manual. Drivers can save
a lot of money on unnec-
essary repairs if they fol-
low these guidelines.

Many people are keep-
ing their vehicles longer,
reaching mile marks that
were once unheard of.
Investing in a car that has
a good track record of
longevity and then prop-
erly maintaining the vehi-
cle are necessary to get-
ting the most out of your
vehicle investment.
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Is there a link between car
color and accidents?

The color drivers
choose for their car may
say something about
driver personalities and
preferences. It also may
play a role in the
propensity to get into
an accident.

Various studies have
been conducted to
determine if a certain
car color puts a driver
at a greater risk for a
crash. Though it's diffi-
cult to pinpoint which
color vehicles are most
likely to be in accidents,
common sense suggests
that certain colors that
are more conspicuous
on the road are more
easily seen, and this
may make them less
prone to accidents.

Daimler Benz once
conducted a study on
the conspicuousness of
cars. White cars were
the most inconspicu-
ous, followed by black,
dark red and blue. Dark-
colored vehicles tend to
be the most difficult to
see on the road and
therefore might be most
prone to accidents. 

Another study from
researchers at the
University of Auckland
in New Zealand in 2003
showed that drivers of
brown cars had a higher
risk of injuries in car
accidents. 

Black and green cars
also were involved in a
high number of car acci-
dents resulting in
injuries. In addition,
findings also indicated
that people who drove
silver cars had a 50 per-
cent less chance of

being involved in acci-
dents resulting in injury.

The reason why cer-
tain color vehicles are
involved in more acci-
dents was missing from
the studies. Visibility
may play a role, which
would make lighter
color vehicles less
prone to accidents. 

Another point to con-
sider is that certain col-
ors may be favored by
individuals who have
specific driving tenden-
cies. For example, silver
and gray cars are often
seen as conservative
and may be driven by an
older demographic that
is more cautious on the
road. Black cars are
often viewed as sleek
and may be favored by
those who like to push
the envelope regarding
speed.

While vehicle color
may play a role in acci-
dents, other factors also
come into play, such as
usage of lights and
other features. The
National Safety Council
has stated the safest car
color to be "one that is
highly visible in the
widest range of lighting,
weather, and vision con-
ditions." 

They also indicated
that white is most visi-
ble in uniform lighting
but can be an unsafe
color in bright sunlight,
snow and fog. 

Furthermore, safety
behind the wheel has a
lot do with driver abili-
ty. 

Defensive driving and
being observant on the

roadways can signifi-
cantly reduce accident
risk. Here are some
other ways to reduce
accidents.

* Do not tailgate.
Leave an adequate cush-
ion between your car
and the one in front of
you to allow for braking
or maneuvering around
an obstacle.

* Use daytime run-
ning lights when avail-
able to make your car
even more visible in all
weather conditions.

* Leave for trips early
enough so that you're
not rushing and being
aggressive 

on the roadway.
* Drive with weather

conditions in mind,
slowing down 

when necessary.
* Avoid distractions

in the car. Taking your
eyes off the road for
mere seconds can result
in lost opportunities for 

accident avoidance.
* Always wear seat-

belts, even 
for short trips.
* Make sure you keep

your car well main-
tained so that break-
downs do not con-
tribute to accidents on
busy highways.

While car color may
play a role in accident
rates, there is no defini-
tive answer as to why
certain cars are more
prone to accidents than
others.
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Different tire types make a difference
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Drivers rarely think
of the tires on their
vehicles until they have
a flat. But the type of
tires on your vehicle
can impact its perform-
ance. When choosing
tires for their vehicles,
drivers should consider
a host of factors,
including the terrain
and driving conditions
vehicles are likely to
encounter. 

Understanding tires
and what makes some a
better fit than others
for certain vehicles can
make for safe driving
and improved handling.

All-season Tires
The most common

type of tire and
arguably the best
known is the standard
all-season tire. 

Many vehicles come
equipped with these
tires, which are
designed to be versatile
enough to grip the road
in various conditions.
They are commonly
made of a harder rub-
ber that will not wear
out quickly and will
retain their tread. Most
day-to-day driving can

be done on all-season
tires. 

High-Performance
Tires

People who live in
dry climates or drive
sports and racing cars
can benefit from high-
performance tires. 

These tires are
specifically designed to
grip the road better and
offer superior handling
under higher speeds.
Because high-perfor-
mance tires are made of
a softer rubber com-
pared to standard tires,
they will not last as
long as all-season tires.

Snow Tires
People who live in

snowy, icy conditions
will benefit from the
use of snow tires. These
tires are designed with
special treads to offer
more traction in slip-
pery conditions. The
rubber used to manu-
facture the tire can
remain flexible even at
extremely low tempera-
tures. 

Winter tires are best
reserved for extreme
weather and not used

all season long because
they will wear out more
quickly than others. 

They may not have
the same level of trac-
tion on clear roads. In
some cases, winter tires
may have metal studs
included to enhance
traction in icy situa-
tions. People who do
not want to switch tires
when cold weather
arrives sometimes
invest in snow chains
that improve traction
on standard tires.

Mud Tires
Muddy areas can be

just as slippery as
snowy conditions. Mud
tires are designed simi-
larly to snow tires but
will have extra grooves
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