
As fall gradually gives
way to winter, vehicle own-
ers often sigh at the
thought of driving in winter
weather or spending week-
day mornings clearing their
vehicles of ice before head-
ing to the office. But man-
ning the wheel through
another snowstorm or
whittling away another
night's worth of ice from a
car's windshield are not the
only rites of passage
motorists must endure as
cold weather returns.

Winterizing a vehicle can
improve vehicle perform-
ance during a time of year
that, in many locales, can
be especially harsh on
automobiles. Low tempera-
tures make for less than
ideal conditions for engines
to run, while potholes left
behind by snow plows can
damage a vehicle's wheels
and may even result in flat
tires and a damaged sus-
pension system. 

In addition, salt used to
improve traction on road-
ways can cause rust. Short
of moving to a locale with
mild winters, there's little
drivers can do to protect
their vehicles from harsh
winter weather. But winter-
izing a vehicle can prevent
some of the more common
issues drivers may
encounter when the tem-
peratures dip below freez-
ing.

* Take time out for your
tires. Winter weather can
limit traction, putting the
safety of drivers and their
passengers in jeopardy.
When possible, avoid driv-
ing in the snow, and steer
clear of roads where ice
and black ice are known to
form. 

While such measures
can greatly reduce your
risk of being in an accident,
you likely can't avoid driv-
ing entirely come the win-
ter. Drivers who want
improved traction from
their tires throughout the
winter can purchase winter
tires for their vehicles. Such
tires can more effectively
handle roads that are cov-
ered in snow and ice than
all-season tires. Another
way to improve traction
during the winter months is
to constantly monitor tire

pressure, which decreases
more rapidly when the
weather is cold. 

Properly inflated tires
provide better traction and
protect against damage
that may occur when driv-
ing over potholes.

* Consider a low-viscosi-
ty oil in the winter. The
owner's manual of your
vehicle may recommend
you use a lower viscosity
motor oil to counter the dip
in temperature that's syn-
onymous with winter.
When the temperatures
outside fall, the oil inside
your vehicle thickens, and
a thicker oil won't circulate
through the engine as well. 

This can cause engine
problems because the
engine won't be adequately
lubricated. A low-viscosity
oil is naturally thinner, so it
may improve lubrication
throughout the winter. The
vehicle owner's manual
should recommend oils
based on climate. If not, talk
to your mechanic about
changing from the oil you
use throughout the year to
a low-viscosity alternative
during the winter.

* Inspect your vehicle
before winter arrives. No
one wants to be out on the
road during the first snow-
storm of the year only to
discover certain compo-
nents are not working prop-
erly. Belts and hoses, while
durable, can be put
through strenuous condi-
tions during the winter
months, so a close inspec-
tion of belts and hoses
should be conducted in

late fall. In addition, wind-
shield wipers are especially
important in winter, when
snowfall can drastically
impact visibility. 

You will want your
wipers working at full
capacity once the winter
begins, so replace older
wipers (shelf life for stan-
dard wipers is typically one
year) and use a de-icing
windshield washer fluid to
maximize visibility. 

Another component that
must be inspected is your
car's battery. Many drivers
have experienced a dead
battery, which, in warm
weather, is more of a nui-
sance than a health con-
cern. In cold weather, a
dead battery can threaten
your health if you find your-
self stranded in cold weath-
er. Especially low tempera-
tures can compromise a
battery's power by as
much as 50 percent, so
have your battery inspect-
ed in late fall and replace it
if need be.

* Don't be caught off
guard. Part of winterizing a
vehicle is being prepared if
the vehicle breaks down.
Make sure you have extra
washer fluid in your vehi-
cle's trunk, and don't forget
to include an ice scraper,
snow brush or even a snow
shovel in the trunk as well.
A snow shovel may be nec-
essary if you need to dig
your car out if it's been
buried somewhere other
than your driveway. Other
items to carry in your trunk
include a blanket, a change
of clothes, an extra hat, an

extra pair of gloves, some
nonperishable food, and a
few bottles of water. 

Winter can be especially
harsh on automobiles. But
drivers can take several
preventive steps to ensure
their vehicle is safe and
sound on the roads this
winter.
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 Our comprehensive, professional auto 
 repair technicians will make your vehicle 
 look like new in no time at all!!

 •Free Loaner Cars
 •Free Pick-Up, Delivery & Mobile
   Estimating
 •Paintless Dent Repair
 •Semi Repair
 •We Handle All Insurance Claims &
   Work With  All Insurance Companies

 Your  Body Shop is  Your  Choice
 Choose

 911 Chevy Lane, E Hwy 50, Yankton
 605-665-7670

 407 Washington, Gayville
 267-7670

 Do This...

 Instead of  This...

 $ 25 00  off
 Remote Starts!!

 668-0411
 1906 Broadway

 Yankton

 Exp 10/31/13
 please present coupon

 402.667.3285
 89850 Hwy. 81, S. Yankton NE

 “Your direct repair body shop for 
 all major insurance companies”

 ONLY ONE THING 
 LASTS LONGER THAN OUR COATINGS.

 OUR COMMITENT TO YOU.
 As the world leader in coatings PPG’s long-term 
 commitment to our customer is reflected 
 in the numbers.

 2,000+  COLOR FORMULA GLOBAL DATABASE
 28,000+  CUSTOMERS USING PPG WATERBORNE
 13,000  TECHNICIANS  TRAINED  IN  2012
 9,000+  SHOPS USING MVP BUSINESS TEACHINGS
 1,200+  U.S. AND CANADIAN DISTRIBUTORS
 111  YEARS OF INNOVATION  IN  REFINISH COATINGS
 1  COMPANY DELIVERS ALL OF THIS

 Bottom line?  As long as there are vehicles to paint PPG 
 and Riverside Auto will be there to help you paint them.

 • Complete Auto Parts & Accessories
 • Overnight Service
 • Agricultural/Related Products

 1509 E Hwy 50 • Yankton • 605-665-3693

 THE BEST 
 PRODUCT YOU’LL 

 EVER BUY!

 Cox Auto  1007 Broadway Ave. • Yankton
 665-4494

 • QUIETS NOISY LIFTERS
 • HELPS REMOVE FUEL DEPOSITS
    & OIL RESIDUE
 • HELPS SMOOTH ROUGH IDLE

 Will not harm engine 
 components, seals, gaskets, 

 catalytic convertors, or 
 oxygen sensors

 SEAFOAM MOTOR TREATMENT

 SNOWPLOWS

 Midwest 
 Radiator 
 & Exhaust
 Authorized Dealer

 1211 East Hwy. 50 • Yankton, SD  • (605) 665-2410

TIRES
From Page 12
and a tread pattern that
facilitates movement of
mud away from the tires
and road. Mud tires
may be wider than stan-
dard tires as well.

Truck Tires 
Drivers of trucks or

sport-utility vehicles
often need special truck
tires. These tires can
better handle the
weight and size of a
larger vehicle. Many
drivers stick with the

type of tire that origi-
nally came with their
truck. Drivers who like
to go off-roading may
need an all-terrain tire
to offer more traction
when climbing hills or
traversing different
conditions. It can be
easy to overlook the
importance of tires, but
tires help vehicles
remain on the road and
can affect mileage.
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Winterizing vehicles an
important step for drivers

Keeping tools like a snow brush or ice scraper in the trunk of a vehicle is one way to ready a
car for the winter months ahead.

Diagnosing a leaky car
Very often drivers

find that the seats or the
mats below their feet are
damp or downright sop-
ping wet. But unless a
window or sunroof was
left open during a rain-
storm, drivers may find
it difficult to decipher
why their vehicles are
suddenly soaked.
Unfortunately, when a
vehicle's interior is wet,
that could be a sign of a
significant problem, one
that can gradually wors-
en over time. 

Wetness can cause
electrical components
or metal structures in
the car to rot, and a
soggy interior may even-
tually be overcome by
mold. It is best to find
out what is causing the
leak as soon as possible
and have the problem
fixed just as quickly. 

Finding the source of
a leak is not always easy.
Sometimes drivers can
locate it themselves and
then fix the problem on
their own, while more
serious problems might

need to be handled by a
professional. But it is
best to assess the situa-
tion before booking an
appointment with your
mechanic. 

Cars can spring a leak
for a variety of reasons.
Leaks from systems
under the hood, as well
as rainwater or water
from washing the car,
can infiltrate the interior
if seals around doors
and/or windows are bro-
ken or gaskets are worn
out. 

Figuring out which
type of liquid is entering
your vehicle can help
you determine what's
behind the leak.

The causes of leaks in
a car are not always so
easy to diagnose. But it
is important to figure
out where the water is
coming from early on to
minimize the damage
water can do to your
vehicle.
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 •  B ROCHURES  
 •  B USINESS  C ARDS  
 •  L AMINATING
 •  F LYERS  
 •  E NVELOPES
 •  P OSTERS
 •  A ND   M ORE !!

 Yankton 
 Print
 Shop


