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The director added that
the theater will be full of holi-
day decorations, both on and
off the stage.

“Grandma Doobie basically
throws up Halloween all over
the set,” Gill said with a laugh.
“And we’re going to have ush-
ers dress up in costume, too.
We're really embracing this,
and we're going to have a lot
of fun with it.”

Those attending the play
are encouraged to dress up as
well, and treats will be handed
out to children who are in cos-
tume.

New Movie
Features Minn.
Somali Actors

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — When
Barkhad Abdi and three other
amateur Somali actors from
Minnesota learned they had
won major roles in a new Tom
Hanks movie, they tore off their
clothes and jumped into the Pa-
cific Ocean.

“It was exciting,” Abdi re-
calls of that day on the beach in
Santa Monica, Calif. “We had to
make sure that wasn’t a dream.”

Abdi and his fellow actors
from Minneapolis are now living
that dream of red carpet pre-
mieres and Hollywood endings.
The four portray Somali pirates
who hijacked an American
cargo ship off the Horn of Africa
in 2009 and took its captain,
played by Hanks, hostage in
“Captain Phillips,” opening Fri-
day. The ordeal ended when
U.S. Navy sharpshooters picked
off three of the pirates holding
Capt. Richard Phillips captive in
a lifeboat.

Abdi, 28, makes his acting
debut in “Captain Phillips” as
Muse, the pirates’ skinny ring-
leader, and is generating sup-
porting actor Oscar buzz for his
performance. Before that, he
had shot and edited videos but
“nothing major,” he said. Now
he wants to make acting his ca-
reer.

“It feels great, and a little bit
scary,” Abdi said of his new
fame. “I was just kind of a pri-
vate person (before the movie).
This took part of my life.”

Abdi and the other three So-
mali actors — Faysal Ahmed
(the “muscle” of the pirates),
Barkhad Abdirahman (the
youngest pirate, nicknamed
“Little B” by his castmates) and
Mahat M. Ali (the lifeboat’s navi-
gator) — all answered an open
casting call at the Brian Coyle
Community Center, a hub of
Minneapolis’ large Somali popu-
lation — in November 2011.
Generic flyers sought actors for
what was described only as a
new Tom Hanks movie. Over
700 aspiring actors showed up,
filling the center.

“There were so many people
[ just had to put every single
person on tape,” casting search
director Debbie DeLisi said. Af-
terward she went to a friend’s
house where they watched
every clip and voted yes, no or
maybe. The video also was up-
loaded for the film’s main cast-
ing director in Los Angeles.

Delisi said she chose Min-
neapolis because the city has
the largest population of Soma-
lis in the U.S. (The U.S. Census
says roughly 25,000 Somalis live
in Minnesota, while local advo-
cates peg the number as high as
100,000). Another casting call
was held in Columbus, Ohio,
also home to a growing Somali
population, and submissions
were accepted from England
and Somalia.

In the end, the field was nar-
rowed to the four Minneapolis
actors, who all knew each other.

“T'would say they were
anointed,” DeLisi said. After
they were cast, DeLisi’s assis-
tant took the actors shopping
for swim trunks at the Mall of
America and made sure they
had passports for Malta, where
most of “Captain Phillips” was
shot.

DeLisi said she was looking
for “heart and grit” in the actors
playing the pirates.

“It’s not about jumping and
being the bad guy,” she said.

To capture the shock of the
ragtag band of armed pirates
storming the ship Maersk Ala-
bama, British director Paul
Greengrass (“The Bourne Ulti-
matum,” “Flight 93”) kept the
Somali actors apart from Hanks
until their first confrontation on
the bridge.

“It's never an easy thing to
scare someone you know and
admire,” Abdi said of facing off
against Hanks. “For me, it was
really a nerveracking scene and
[ understood the weight of it.”

Abdi and Ahmed recall
Hanks as humble and always
joking, and say the two-time
Academy Award winner, for
“Philadelphia” and “Forrest
Gump,” was their mentor.

In their first fight scene
aboard the narrow lifeboat, the
6-foot-3 Ahmed says he acciden-
tally grazed Hanks with his fist.
Hanks shrugged it off, the two
talked and a second fight scene
filmed a couple days later went
perfectly, Ahmed said.

“He was a really tough guy,”
Ahmed said.

For tickets, call 605-665-
4711.

“I'm excited for this be-
cause a lot of people love Hal-
loween,” Gill said. “You get the
TV shows and stuff like that,
so how perfect is it for a com-
munity to have a Halloween
event a week and a half before
Halloween? It will really get
people into the spirit.”

CAST AND CREW

Suzanne Leonard (Autumn
Carpenter); Michael Haas
(Trevor Carpenter); Sam Carda
(Norman Carpenter); Olivia
Hudson (April Carpenter); Sue
Fields (Gram Doobie); Gabby
Slowey (Carol Murphy); Randy
Fields (Reverend Brittle); Ben
Gothier (Sheriff Jake Watkins);

Alex Fields (Radio An-
nouncer/Coroner); Katelynn
Weinandt (Paramedic/Stage
Manager); Kaytlynn Marlette
(Policeman/Stage Manager);
Danielle Gillis (Paramedic);
Tess Zoss (Zobie); Seth Fargo
(Pirate); Tina Zoss (Vampire);
Quinn Fargo (Monster); Jas-
mine Gill (Skeleton); Anna
Carda (Wicked Witch); Jackie
Holman (Little Devil); Natalie
Nayokpuk (Scary Ghost);
Nicholas Nayokpuk (Maniacal
Killer); Dan Gill (Lights); Zak
McComas (Sound); Tara Gill
(Director).

You can follow Derek Bar-
tos on Twitter at
twitter.com/d_bartos/. Discuss
this story at
www.yankton.net/.
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The Rev. Brittle) Randy
Fields talks to Gram
Doobie (Sue Fields)
about some vandalism to
his property in a scene
from “Halloween
Dreams,” the latest pro-
duction from the Lewis
and Clark Theatre Com-
pany. The play runs Oct.
17-21 and Oct. 25-27 at
the Dakota Theatre in
Yankton. All perform-
ances will take place at
7:30 p.m. except on Sun-
days, which will feature
matinees at 2 p.m. (Kelly
Hertz/P&D)
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