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tool in the classroom in the past.

“I've used this one for speech
and oral interpretation,” he said.
“I've always kicked it around as a
possibility. You also look at the
kids you have and try to find
shows that fit their abilities: I
thought this would be a fun show
for us to work on and allow us to
have as many kids involved as
possible.”

Kinsley said she enjoys the
opportunity to create her charac-
ter, a heroine who gets into many
impossible situations.

“I really enjoy spending time

New Book
Offers Look
At Johnny
Carson’s Life

BY DOUGLASS K. DANIEL
Associated Press

“Johnny Carson” (Eamon
Dolan/Houghton Mifflin Har-
court), by Henry Bushkin

Hell hath no fury like a
lawyer scorned.

“You must never, ever repeat
aword from last night,” Johnny
Carson told Henry Bushkin after
sobering up from a barstool con-
fessional. Bushkin gave a
lawyerly assurance to “The
Tonight Show” host, saying in
part, “l would lose my license if
during your lifetime [ repeated it
toasoul.”

Maybe Carson’s head hurt
too much to catch that little
caveat. Had he noticed the
words “in your lifetime,” the en-
tertainer might not have been so
keen on hiring a 27-year-old
lawyer who likely would outlive
him and might one day reveal
his personal and professional
blemishes.

Is Bushkin’s writing about his
famously private client an act of
betrayal tinged with revenge?
Carson did fire him after nearly
two decades of devoted service.

Putting that matter aside, few
books like “Johnny Carson” have
been more engrossing. It’s not
just a juicy peek inside a
celebrity’s life from the view of a
hanger-on. Bushkin’s memoir is
also a well-written corporate tale
that reveals the tough business
of staying America’s favorite
late-night host, full of stories of
money, sex and skullduggery,
peppered with plenty of laughs.

Bushkin began handling Car-
son’s affairs in 1970. Carson
needed additional legal advice
on how to execute a pre-emptive
strike on his second wife (there
would be two more). Bushkin
writes that he proved himself by
joining Carson, who was armed
with a .38-caliber handgun, and a
few others in a raid on the love
nest shared by Mrs. Carson and
athlete turned sportscaster
Frank Gifford. Packing heat
didn’t protect Carson’s emo-
tions: He wept when he realized
that he was indeed losing an-
other wife.

Not that Carson had to worry
about being lonely — just being
careful. Sometime around 1970
his skirt-chasing earned him a
beating from a mobster’s en-
tourage and a contract on his
life. Bushkin says some high-
level talks allowed Carson to
walk the streets of New York
again without fear of being killed
for hitting on the wrong guy’s
girl.

In Bushkin’s telling, Carson
was too trusting of managers
and other financial advisers,
making him an easy victim of
bad deals. He had other weak-
nesses, too. Mrs. Carson 3.0 was
willing to sign a prenuptial agree-
ment designed to protect Car-
son’s fortune. But he balked at
the last minute, saying it was a
terrible way to start a marriage.
“This romantic gesture,” his
lawyer says, “would cost Johnny
$35 million.”

Bushkin’s memoir adds shad-
ing and detail to the portrait of
Carson already established. The
master of the talk-show medium
was often uncomfortable with in-
dividuals. In the right mood, he
could be witty, generous and fun
to be around — and, in a flash,
turn cruel and cold. Late-night
TV’s naughty Midwesterner was
also a roving husband, unpre-
dictable when drunk, a four-
pack-a-day smoker prone to
obscenity-laden rants. When he
drove a car he usually carried a
handgun for protection, the
book says.

Carson fired Bushkin over a
business matter, the lawyer says,
and litigation ensued. All these
years later Bushkin seems torn
between reveling in their friend-
ship and taking an opportunity
to get even. He tries to absolve
himself of wielding a literary dag-
ger by imagining that Carson,
who he says was suspicious of
flattery and sentimentality,
would have been happy with
this book because it’s accurate.

Imagine instead that self-
serving statement in the hands
of one of Carson’s late-night
characters, Carnac the Magnifi-
cent. The envelope he tears
open might well reveal this an-
swer: “Fat chance.”

with my friends and making up
these characters that are really
fun to portray,” she said.

Goeden said getting students
involved in theater has a positive
impact on their lives.

“It allows them to exercise
their artistic abilities and does
wonders for their self confi-
dence,” he said. “Public speaking

is most people’s number one fear.

When kids actually get up and do
it, they realize, ‘Well that’s not so
bad, I can do that.’ 've seen real
transformation with kids that are
involved in theater, where it
opens them up to being more
outgoing.”

CAST AND CREW
Director, Mr. Keith Goeden;

Tech Director, Mrs. Patricia Kor-
tan; Costume Director, Mrs. Pam
Kallis; Asst. Costume Director,
Ms. Karissa Kokesh; Student Di-
rector, Kevin White; Asst. Student
Director, Grace Adam. CAST: Su-
sanna Kinsley, Lulu; Cole Mod-
eregger, Lance; Evan Schade,
Walter; Gretta Hans, Ludmilla
Linkski; Cade Newland,
Luke/Lank; Bailey Franzen, Lila;
Garrett Adam, Lovak/Link; Jack
Tramp, Cpt. Livingston/Terrorist;
Gabe Swenson, Lenny/Libido;
Kevin White, Father Lanford; Gar-
ner Brandt, Lex/Medicine
Man/Granny Termite.

You can follow Rob Nielsen on
Twitter at twitter.com/Rob-
NielsenPandDy. Discuss this story
at www.yankton.net/
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Travelogue host Walter
Winslow (Evan Schade)
fills in the audience on
Lulu’s far-flung travels
with the help of his assis-
tants (Jackie Pajl and
Abby Van Meeteren) in a
scene from “The Perils of
Lulu.” The comedy opens
tonight Friday at the YHS
Summit Activities Center
theatre, with perform-
ances on Saturday and
Monday. All showtimes
are at 7 p.m. To see or
purchase images from
this event, visit
spotted.yankton.net.
(Kelly Hertz/P&D)
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