
HURON — South Dakota
Farmers Union recently
hosted the National Farmers
Union Education Meeting in
their state office in Huron.
The two-day conference fo-
cused on educational pro-
gramming topics as well as
provided Education Direc-
tors from across the nation
with an opportunity to share
their best practices and dis-
cuss ways to overcome chal-
lenges.

“We learn a lot from each
other,” explained Bonnie
Geyer, S.D. Farmers Union
Education Director and the
event’s coordinator. “Al-
though each of our state ed-
ucation programs is unique,
we all share the same focus
— which is to provide rural
youth with leadership and
cooperative educational pro-
gramming that is fun and
captures their attention year
after year.”

Geyer explains that ex-
changing ideas with her
peers gets her motivated for
the 2015 camp season. Each
summer she oversees the or-
ganization of more than 56
day camps and three 3- to 5-
day leadership camps, and a
State Leadership Camp.
More than 2,000 South
Dakota rural youth attend
these camps.

Serving South Dakota
Farmers Union as its Educa-
tion Director since 1997,
Geyer says that although
summer youth programs
have always been popular, in
recent years, enrollment has
increased. 

“It’s mostly word-of-
mouth. One kid has a good
time and they tell their
friends, relatives and neigh-

bors,” Geyer explained.
“Farmers Union camp pro-
gramming works to empower
young people to become in-
fluential leaders in their
home communities. Camp ac-
tivities encourage them to ex-
plore interests and discover
their strengths.”

To keep young people re-
turning year-after-year, Geyer
said the National Farmers
Union provides an excellent
curriculum and she works
with a team of teens and col-
legiate interns to help her
and the many volunteers
from communities across
South Dakota plan camp ac-
tivities and programming that
are fresh and new. “Like all
camps, we also have plenty of
camp traditions,” Geyer said.

Cathy Statz, the Wisconsin
Farmers Union education di-
rector, can relate. Statz, who
was among the directors to at-
tend the conference in Huron,
attended Farmers Union
youth activities and camps
from the time she was 6.

She said that along with
the fun activities, it was the
cooperative philosophy she
was taught at Farmers Union
camp that kept her involved
through her teen years and
beyond. “I am not competi-
tive by nature, so the idea of
everyone working together
and bringing everyone’s
skills, interests and talents to
the table to make the world a
better place, really resonated
with me,” said Statz, who in-
terned and worked for both
the Wisconsin and National
Farmers Union camp pro-
grams during college and
then moved into her current
role after she graduated in
1997.

During the conference,
Statz, Geyer and the other ed-
ucation directors visited
about ways they can recruit
more youth as they age-out of
the youth programs to be-
come involved in Farmers
Union adult education pro-
grams and take on leadership
roles.

“Like many multi-genera-

tional organizations, we are
faced with the challenge of
maintaining members
through their college and
early professional years,”
Geyer said. “We often see
them return to Farmers Union
once they have children of
their own, because they want
their own children to experi-
ence the same benefits they
did as campers.”

To learn more about S.D.
Farmers Union youth pro-
grams, visit www.sdfu.org or
contact Geyer at
bgeyer@SDFU.org or 605-352-
5976 ext. 125. 

LINDSAY VIK
BROOKINGS — Lindsay

Vik of Yankton was awarded
the Susan Wilder Scholarship
in Family and Consumer Sci-
ences for the 2014-2015 aca-
demic year at South Dakota
State University. She was rec-
ognized at the College of Ed-
ucation and Human Sciences’
scholarship banquet Sept. 6
in the Volstorff Ballroom at
SDSU’s University Student
Union.

Vik is a junior majoring in
human development and
family studies at SDSU where
she is active in human devel-
opment and family studies
club. The daughter of Ian Vik
of Yankton and Lisa Krueger
of Sioux Falls, she is also an
employee of the Children’s
Museum of South Dakota.

Susan Wilder was born
March 25, 1882, at Morris-
town, Minnesota. She re-
ceived her education at the
University of Minnesota,
earning both Bachelor of
Arts and Bachelor of Science
degrees. She did some early
teaching in a rural school
and at one time was a sci-
ence teacher. Wilder also at-
tended school in Chicago
and at Cornell University.
She was a home agent in Illi-
nois in the years 1918-21. In
1921, Wilder came to South
Dakota State and was spe-
cialist in foods and nutrition
for 10 years. She assisted in
the establishment of a “4-H
Student Loan Fund,” in 1930.
In 1940, the name was
changed to “A Student Load
Fund” and at the time of her
death in 1941, her brothers
and friends contributed
greatly to the fund and it was
renamed in her memory. In
1953, the Homemakers Ex-
tension of South Dakota ac-
cepted the loan funds as a
worthy project but voted to
give scholarships instead of
loans. The Susan Wilder
scholarship continues to
generously provide assis-
tance to students in the Col-
lege of EHS thanks to the

South Dakota Association for
Family and Community Edu-
cation.

ERIKA EVELETH
MINNEAPOLIS — Erika

Eveleth of Dakota Dunes
completed their studies from
The Art Institutes Interna-
tional Minnesota on Satur-
day, Sept. 27, 2014. 

The Art Institutes Interna-
tional Minnesota is a regional
leader in design, media arts,
creative management and
culinary arts education, and
is located at 15 South 9th
Street in downtown Min-
neapolis. 

Founded in 1964 as
Lowthian College, The Art In-
stitutes International Min-
nesota is a diverse, dynamic
institution of higher educa-
tion whose mission is to edu-
cate students for creative
careers. The Art Institutes In-
ternational Minnesota is one
of The Art Institutes
(www.artinstitutes.edu), a
system of over 35 locations
throughout North America,
providing an important
source of design, media arts,
fashion and culinary arts
professionals. The website
for The Art Institutes Interna-
tional Minnesota can be
found at
www.artinstitutes.edu/min-
neapolis.
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S C H O L A S T I C S

PUBLIC AWARENESS NOTIFICATION TO PATRONS 
RESIDING WITHIN THE SERVICE TERRITORIES OF

KNOLOGY COMMUNITY TELEPHONE, INC

Knology Community Telephone, Inc., is a quality telecommunications provider who provides 
basic and enhanced telephone services at reasonable rates within its service territories 
under the business name “WOW!”.

Knology Community Telephone, Inc. is designated as an “Eligible Telecommunications Car-
rier” for its service areas for universal service purposes.  The goal of universal service is 
to provide all citizens access to essential telecommunications services.  

Knology Community Telephone, Inc., provides the supported service –voice telephony ser-
vice –throughout its designated service areas for single party residence service and single 
line business service at rates of $20.95 per month for residential service and $26.95 per 
month for business service.  This supported service includes:

organizations, such as 911 and enhanced 911, to the extent the local government in 
Knology Community Telephone, Inc’s service area has implemented 911 or enhanced 911 
systems.

Basic service and other telecommunication amenities are provided to all consumers in the 
service areas of Knology Community Telephone, Inc. at the rates, terms and conditions 
specified in the companies tariffs and or price lists.  Tariffs are on file with the South Da-

are located on our website at www.wowway.com.   If you have questions regarding these 
services, contact our office at 605-965-9393 or visit our business office located at 5100 

Lifeline Service Offerings 

KNOLOGY COMMUNITY TELEPHONE, INC. d/b/a WOW!, 
offers a program to assist qualifying low income individuals with the charges for their voice 

Lifeline service offers a qualifying individual, discounts to the costs of voice telephony 
service for one telephone line per household. Lifeline is a non-transferable, federal benefit 

wireless phone, but not both.  

KNOLOGY COMMUNITY TELEPHONE, INC. d/b/a WOW!’s current discount provided 
under the Company’s Lifeline service offering is $9.25 per month for each month that the 
customer qualifies. To receive the discount, an individual, a dependent, or someone in the 

-

below 135% of the federal poverty guidelines.  

apply for Lifeline, and applicants are required to provide at time of application proof of 
their participation in one of the qualifying programs or proof of their total annual household 
income and recertify lifeline eligibility on an annual basis.  Lifeline is a government benefit 

without charge.  

-

questions you may have.
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BY TOM AND RAY MAGLIOZZI 
King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Dear Tom and Ray: 
I am newly retired. I have always

purchased the cheapest car sold by
each brand (Honda Civic, Toyota
Corolla). I now find myself with enough
money to purchase a more upscale, fun
car for the first time in my life. I love
the Miata, but my back just won’t take
the lack of height of the sports car. I am
thinking of a slightly used upscale car
like the Lexus ES. But I know I’ll be
upset with the high cost of repairs.
Help me find my first fun car. — Lana 

TOM: You’re pulling in two different
directions here, Lana.  

RAY: On the one hand, you want
something fun. You’re tired of driving a
boring automotive appliance. 

TOM: On the other hand, automo-
tive appliances are nice and reliable! 

RAY: So we’ll give you two different
kinds of suggestions. 

TOM: A used Lexus is certainly a
fine choice. While “fun” wouldn’t be the
first word I associate with Lexus, it is
quiet, comfortable and reliable.  

RAY: You will pay more for repairs,
because the coffee is better and the
carpet is thicker in the Lexus waiting
room. So you have to be prepared for
that. 

TOM: As an alternative, instead of
an entry-level luxury car, we often rec-
ommend that people get a completely

decked-out version of a non-luxury car. 
RAY: For instance, instead of a

Lexus ES350, you could get a loaded
Toyota Camry XLE (on which the Lexus
is based). You’d save some money on
the purchase price, and you’d save
money on repairs. When the Camry is
loaded to the gills, the cars are very
comparable -- and comparably
equipped. 

TOM: So one suggestion would be to
look at a fully loaded Camry, Accord, Al-
tima or any other car you like from a
non-luxury manufacturer. But get every
option you could possibly want on it to
make it luxurious to you. 

RAY: If we disregard your concerns
about repair costs and just focus on
“fun,” then, Lana, I see you in a British
Racing Green Mini Cooper convertible.  

TOM: That’s as much fun to drive as

the Miata, but it’s more than just a few
inches off the ground. If you’re of a cer-
tain age and you get a Miata, you also
have to get the optional winch to lift
you out of the driver’s seat. 

RAY: The Mini is reasonably up-
scale. You can get it with leather seats,
a navigation system, heated seats and
all that. And it’ll cost you about 35K
brand-new.  

TOM: Chances are, it won’t be as re-
liable as your Civics and Corollas have
been. But it’s got a four-year, 48,000-
mile warranty, so you can drive it trou-
ble-free for four years, and then decide
if you love it enough to keep it for the
long haul.  

RAY: Or if you’ve had enough “fun”
and are ready to back to a Civic. Enjoy
whatever you get, Lana.  

——— 
What is the most cost-effective way

to buy a car? Tom and Ray hash it all
out in their pamphlet “Should I Buy,
Lease, or Steal My Next Car?” Send
$4.75 (check or money order) to Next
Car, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-
6475. 

——— 
Get more Click and Clack in their

new book, “Ask Click and Clack: An-
swers from Car Talk.” Got a question
about cars? Write to Click and Clack in
care of this newspaper, or email them
by visiting the Car Talk website at
www.cartalk.com. 

© 2014 by Tom and Ray Magliozzi

and Doug Berman
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BY TED KOOSER
U.S. Poet Laureate

Here’s a lovely poem for this lovely month, by Robert
Haight, who lives in Michigan. 

EARLY OCTOBER SNOW  
It will not stay. 
But this morning we wake to pale muslin 
stretched across the grass. 
The pumpkins, still in the fields, are planets 
shrouded by clouds. 
The Weber wears a dunce cap 
and sits in the corner by the garage 
where asters wrap scarves 
around their necks to warm their blooms. 
The leaves, still soldered to their branches 
by a frozen drop of dew, splash 
apple and pear paint along the roadsides. 
It seems we have glanced out a window 
into the near future, mid-December, say, 
the black and white photo of winter 
carefully laid over the present autumn, 
like a morning we pause at the mirror 
inspecting the single strand of hair 
that overnight has turned to snow.

American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry
Foundation (www.poetryfoundation.org), publisher of Po-
etry magazine. It is also supported by the Department of
English at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem copy-
right ©2013 by Robert Haight from his most recent book of
poems, Feeding Wild Birds, Mayapple Press, 2013. (Lines
two and six are variations of lines by Herb Scott and John
Woods.) Poem reprinted by permission of Robert Haight
and the publisher. Introduction copyright © 2014 by The
Poetry Foundation. The introduction’s author, Ted Kooser,
served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in Po-
etry to the Library of Congress from 2004-2006. We do not
accept unsolicited manuscripts. 
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