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plays for the Atlanta Dream.

“I'm living the dream,”
Schimmel said, grinning at
the intentional pun.

Wednesday's footage
came when Schimmel and
Griner clashed during the
NCAA women'’s tournament.
Griner starred for Baylor
University at the time and
went on to become the top
draft pick with the Phoenix
Mercury.

In her first pro season,
Schimmel carted off the 2014
WNBA All-Star Most Valuable
Player (MVP) honors. And
she’s looking forward to the
future.

The Wagner appearance
followed Tuesday’s visit to
neighboring Marty Indian
School. The Wagner visit was
arranged by Vanessa Iver-
son, the Wagner school’s cul-
tural coordinator, and Glenn
Drapeau with South Dakota
GEAR UP.

Schimmel and her family
were featured in the docu-
mentary “Off The Rez,”
which chronicled her life’s
journey.

“It hasn’t always been
easy, but my family has been
there for me,” she said. “Lis-
ten to your elders. They un-
derstand the difference
between right from wrong.
They have made mistakes
and learned from them.”

Schimmel said her family
has tried to live a normal
lifestyle despite the fame.

“We are human (beings).
We are normal people who
try to be better,” she said.
“We are positive about what
we want to do. Always be
positive. See the positive

situation. You don't always
win, but life goes on.”

She admitted she didn'’t
take academics as seriously
during high school. However,
that changed when she ar-
rived at college.

“I learned that, when it
comes to student-athlete,
the ‘student’ part comes
first,” she said. “In high
school, I got by but wasn’t as
good (in the classroom) as I
should have been. Now, I ask
my younger brothers and
sisters, ‘Have you finished
your homework?’ Finish
your education and do good
in school, and it will work
out for you in the end.”

Schimmel urged the Wag-
ner students to stay away
from drugs and alcohol.

“I'm 22, and I don’t
drink,” she said. “There’s a
reason why underage drink-
ing is illegal, why they want
you to wait until you're 21.
It’s not good at a young age,
it’s not good for your body.
And drugs — they're illegal
for a reason.”

During high school, she
focused on basketball tour-
naments rather than dances
and parties. Basketball not
only kept her out of trouble,
it also provided a healthy
lifestyle and ultimately led to
her pro career.

She alluded to the intense
competition for getting —
and staying — in profes-
sional basketball.

“There are only 12 teams
in the WNBA, and only 12
players on a team,” she said.
“I don’t want someone taking
my job.”

Schimmel’s fame has
brought attention to her her-
itage, where she still battles
stereotypes about Indians.
She pointed to American In-
dian athletes Jim Thorpe
and Billy Mills as her
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Women’s National Basketball Association (WNBA) star Shoni
Schimmel receives a traditional star quilt during Wednesday’s pro-
gram at the Wagner school theater. Schimmel and her parents
spoke about their life’s journey, which was captured in the docu-

mentary “Off The Rez.”

inspirations. Appropriately,
Tuesday marked the 50th an-
niversary of Mills — from
the Pine Ridge reservation in
South Dakota — winning his
gold medal in track at the
1964 Tokyo Olympics.

“They paved the path for
me, and 'm paving the path
for younger athletes,” she
said.

At the Wagner program,
she was joined at the
podium by her parents, Rick
Schimmel and Ceci Moses.
The couple offered moral
support for their daughter,
the second of eight children.
However, the parents also of-
fered encouragement for the
Wagner youths, both Native
and non-Native.

Rick is white, while Ceci
is American Indian. “Shoni
understands both worlds,”
Rick said.

“We're lucky to have a lot
of support in Indian

Country,” Rick Schimmel
said. “We want to share our
life story. Hopefully, it will in-
spire you.”

Rick Schimmel noted his
family’s reservation was
filled with poverty. However,
his daughter has proven that
success can be found amidst
any circumstances with hard
work and dedication.

“You can do whatever
you want regardless of
where you are in life,” he
said. “If you want it bad
enough, you can go for it.”

Shoni and her sister,
Jude, have traveled widely
through basketball. They
have traveled to Japan,
Canada and Mexico. Shoni
competed for Team USA in
the World University Games,
winning a gold medal in
Russia.

“At 7 years old, Shoni’s
dream was to play pro bas-
ketball,” Rick said. “There

was only the NBA at the
time, but then came the
WNBA and that was what
she wanted to be. She has
traveled the world and found
a lot of opportunities.”

Rick urged the Wagner
students to find their niche
in life. “Find your passion,
whether it’s the arts, com-
puter, basketball. If you love
to do it, follow your dreams,”
he said.

Jude skipped eighth
grade so she could play high
school basketball with
Shoni. Despite the doubts
about her skipping a grade,
Jude graduated from high
school with a 3.86 grade
point average. Jude com-
pleted her bachelor’s degree
at Louisville in three years,
and now she’s working on
her master’s degree.

“Challenge yourself in life
to be the best you can be,”
Rick said.

Rick spoke of throwing
himself into the reservation
community as a white man.

“The Native community is
awesome. It has compassion
and heart,” he said. “If you're
non-Native, educate yourself
and know the truth out there
about the Native history and
life. Embrace it. We will be
stronger together than
separated.”

Ceci Moses said she be-
came a young mother, which
brought many challenges.
She encouraged the Wagner
students to overcome chal-
lenges in their lives.

“Take care of yourself, go
to college. Have fun and
great experiences, but also
get a good education and
work hard,” she said.

She encouraged the stu-
dents to follow a healthy
lifestyle with good nutrition
and exercise, and to pursue
their education and develop

a reading habit. She also en-
couraged them to respect
their parents and other eld-
ers.

“If you give them respect,
it will come back to you,”
she said. “Be good to other
people. If you become a
good person, it comes back
to you. Whatever you put
out, you give back to your-
self.”

In answering audience
questions, Shoni said one of
her most difficult moments
was recovering from a bro-
ken ankle during high
school. However, she perse-
vered and resumed her ath-
letics.

Shoni had overcome
other physical challenges, as
her parents were told she
would never walk or run well
— then she began walking at
age 1.

She credited her parents
with keeping her humble,
with Shoni and Jude drawing
praise from the doorman at
their hotel following the All-
Star game for their polite-
ness.

“My parents have done a
great job about not getting
caught up in fame and
glory,” she said. “I meet peo-
ple who are snobby, and no-
body likes a snobby person.
I want to be somebody dif-
ferent.”

Shoni also credits her re-
ligious faith for keeping her
on the right path.

“I talked to the Creator
and asked, ‘What should [ be
doing?’” she said. “If I'm here
for a reason, let me do that
reason.”

You can follow Randy
Dockendorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf.
Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net.

304 W. 3rd,
Yankton

Tail Gating at
Rounding 3rd
Featuring the
Big 10 Network
& NFL Games

* Full Menu Available
- Weekend Food Specials
- Happy Hour

Sundays Noon - 5pm

Oct. 17 - Kings of Oblivion
Oct. 25 - Go Figure

Friday, October 31
8:00pm - Midnight

The Lugnuts
Live Band - Dance
Costume Party

Riverfront Event Center
Downtown Yankton
Advance Tickets
$5 each

Available at: Lily Crest, &
Xtreme Salon, Czeckers,

Head 2 Heels, Veterinary
Medical Clinic, Downtown
Screen Printing, Royal Sport,
TeMari Designs
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RESTAURANT

2809 Broadway Ave., Yankton, SD
605-665-9884
11:00AM to 9:00PM
Sundays, 10:30AM

Early Bird Special
Mon - Thurs ¢ 5- 8 p.m.

40 years and going strong.
We’'ll do the cooking for you.

Sign up for our email at
www.jodeans.com

FOOTBALL DEALS

Sunday
$10 Bucket 0’ Beer
Monday
S5 Cheeseburger & Fries
(5-11pm)
Thursday
50¢ Traditional Wings
(5-11pm)

The ONLY place with EVERY
game AND a full menu!

Don’t Miss Our
All-You-Can-Eat
Broasted Chicken

& Pollock Buffet
With Salad Bar

Every
Wednesday

Rural Lesterville
605-364-7414

Post 791 209 Cedar
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Wednesday & Sunday
5-7pm Cooks Choice
Thursday
5-7pm — Domestic
Beers $1.50
5-7pm — Hamburger/
Pizza Burger & Fries
$5.00

BBQ
Ribs
Serving 5:30-8:00
Saturday
Entertainment

No Band
Regular Menu 5:30-8:00

Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm
Sunday at 6:30pm
Happy Hour M-F
4:30-7:30
Chislic Served Last
Wednesday of Month

Fundraiser For Missouri Valley Christian Academy

FALL BANQUET
Saturday, Nov. 1+ 5:30PM

Calvary Baptist Church 2407 Broadway, Yankton

Menu: Chicken wrapped in bacon, BBQ meatballs, loaded
* baked potatoes & homegrown sweet corn, homemade
buns with Texas Roadhouse butter, salad & dessert.
Complimentary childcare provided.

F.REE' But must RSVP by 10/22. Call 665-4470

| SOUP KITCHEN

Sunday, October 19
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

<=’ @sterville Community Hall

Menu Includes: Chicken Noodle Soup,
Vegetable Soup, Chili Soup, Hot Dogs,
Taverns, Chicken Salad Sandwiches,
Kolaches, Pie & Desserts

Raffles » Cake Walk ¢ Fish Pond ¢ Bingo
Sponsored by St. John's Catholic Church

Tr|n|ty Lutheran'’s
o 4th & Broadway, Yankton

Sing the Songs of
;- GOOD HEALTH FAIR

Sunday, October 19th - 2:00-4:00PM

Breakout Topics to Include:

» Nutrition « Various forms of exercise * Holistic Health

+ Maintain your brain — and have fun doing it!

* Accupuncture * Babies to Senior Dental Care

* Helpful Support for a Variety of Health and Medical Concerns

* Mindful Christian Mediation

* Music’s Role in Health and Happiness « And much, much more!

Tribute Artist from Branson, MO
Featuring Joseph Hall, from Lincoln, NE
as “Elvis”. 6th place contestant in
2008 on America’s Got Talent,
awarded Male Entertainer Of The Year
in Branson, MO 2014

Our Local Talent, The Outback Band
Will Be Opening and Playing For Elvis

Saturday, October 18 - 7:30PM
Bow Valley Dance Hall, Bow Valley, NE

Tickets $20 in advance or $25 at the door

®
COBBLESTONE
INN & SUITES

Charge by phone
402-667-6557

TRUCKING, INC.
Fa 1(4«9(4«.71(

Outback Band
Utica Dance Hall, Utica, SD

% Sat., Oct. 25 * 9PM-1AM

Made possible b i Utica Community Leaders and supporters
This dance is always a blast, don’t miss t!
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Utica, SD

TAVERN

2901 Broadway Next to Sears

DCKERS

OPEN AT 4PM
TUESDAY-FRIDAY,
SATURDAY &
SUNDAY 11AM,
CLOSED MONDAY

Happy Hour and a Half 4-5:30pm
$2 Domestics, $2.50 Premiums,
20% Off Pizza & Appetizers

» Champagne Brunch Every Saturday
and Sunday 11am - 3pm
» Prime Rib Fridays and Saturdays
* New Beer Garden < Comfortable Pub Seating

NOV 7 - 1PM-8PM

ow € Miss Qut!

All shows receive $5 Free D|ay with ticket purcha 55

Obiya &

CASINO - RESORT

SANTEE SIOUX NATION

\IEDD SHW

FOUR WINDS EVENT HALL

FREE nuv
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402.857.3860 * OHiYACASINO.COM




