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choir that primarily sings
top Billboard charts, musical
theater and popular oldies.

Dr. Kenneth Tice, assis-
tant professor of music at
MMC, said that Smooth
Benediction became in-
volved in the show after the
acapella ensemble auctioned
off a performance to a Sweet
Adeline performer.

“Marilyn Hansen was the
winning bid, and we agreed
to come and play this con-
cert,” he said. “We are ex-

cited to premiere some new
music, sing some old fa-
vorites and perform along-
side of the Sweet Adelines.”

Mary Uhrich, President of
the Sweet Adelines, said that
she is also excited to per-
form in a show with Smooth
Benediction.

“Since Yankton has out-
standing talent, we wanted
to use local people,” said
Uhrich. “They are very
good.”

Uhrich and Christiansen
have been members of the
Sweet Adelines for 25 years. 

“There was just an ad in
the paper that said come
and sing if you like to sing,”
Christiansen said. “And I

love to sing.”
Ulrich was lured into the

group by a friend in 1984.
“I had been singing in

church and at weddings be-
fore but I had no musical ed-
ucation,” she said. “But I
always enjoyed singing.”

The two are original
members of the Sweet Ade-
lines quartet group, The In-
terchangeables. 

“We got the name be-
cause so many people were
in and out of our group for a
while,” Ulrich said. “Some-
times we would have one
lead and three basses
singing at once.”

The group ended up with
four permanent members,

which included Gloria Bran-
don singling lead and
Dorothy Olson singing bass.

“We have sang every-
where,” Ulrich said. 

The women took their
skills all the way to Washing-
ton D.C. where they per-
formed for Tim Johnson at
the Capitol Building.

“We have had so many
lovely experiences,” said
Christiansen. “From Wash-
ington D.C. to Branson, Mis-
souri, and everywhere
in-between.”

We then lost two of our
members who passed away. 

“They were with us for
many years,” said Ulrich.
“We are sad to see them

pass, but we are very fortu-
nate to recruit Minnie
Schenkel and Marilyn
Hansen to join us this year.
Together, the four of us have
many years of barbershop
practices.”

Ulrich said that she hope
the audience will enjoy their
new blend.

For more information
about this event or on the

Rivercity Harmony Sweet
Adelines, contact Phyllis
Christiansen at (605) 668-
0659.

Follow Jordynne Hart on
twitter at
twitter.com/hartjordynne.
Discuss this story at yank-
ton.net

Acapella
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Ebola Cases In NY And Mali Creates Travel Fears
BY CONNIE CASS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The
Ebola virus’s arrival in New
York City and yet another
West African nation — Mali —
renewed questions Friday
about whether stricter travel
restrictions would help lock
down the deadly disease. The
governors of New York and
New Jersey went ahead and is-
sued their own quarantine
order.

There was good news, too,
as one of the two American
nurses who caught Ebola from
a patient headed home from
the hospital, stopping by the
White House to get a celebra-
tory hug from President
Barack Obama. European na-
tions pledged more money to
fight the virus in Africa.

A look at Ebola develop-
ments worldwide: 

NERVOUS NEW YORKERS
Many New Yorkers were

rattled by the news that a doc-
tor unknowingly infected with
the virus had ridden the sub-
way, visited parks and gone
bowling after returning from
treating Ebola patients in

Guinea.
Health officials said Dr.

Craig Spencer followed U.S.
and international protocols by
checking his temperature
daily and seeking treatment
Thursday when he suffered di-
arrhea and a 100.3-degree
fever.

He was listed in stable con-
dition Friday at a special isola-
tion unit at Bellevue Hospital
Center, and a decontamination
company was sent to his
Harlem home. His fiancee,
who was not showing symp-
toms, was in quarantine.

Ebola isn’t contagious until
the infected person becomes
ill, and city officials tried to re-
assure New Yorkers. But some
people were breaking out the
hand sanitizer and imagining
scenarios where Ebola might
spread through the city’s sub-
way and other crowded
spaces. 

“There is no cause for
alarm,” Mayor Bill de Blasio
said. “New Yorkers who have
not been exposed to an in-
fected person’s bodily fluids
are simply not at risk.”

QUARANTINE QUESTION
The New York case

prompted the governors of

New York and New Jersey to
issue a 21-day quarantine for
any travelers, including doc-
tors, who had contact with
Ebola patients in West Africa.

Earlier in the day, at a con-
gressional hearing, some U.S.
lawmakers urged a travel ban
or a quarantine. It can take up
to 21 days after someone is in-
fected to become sick.

They cited errors in the
handling of the Dallas Ebola
case and said the New York
situation exposed more prob-
lems with the government’s
response to the disease. 

“I can tell you it’s not work-
ing. All you need to do is look
at Craig Spencer,” said Rep.
John Mica, R-Fla.

Rep. Stephen Lynch, D-
Mass., said health authorities
weren’t taking the threat seri-
ously enough. 

“This can’t just be about
ideology and happy talk,”
Lynch said. 

Dr. Nicole Lurie, assistant
HHS secretary for prepared-
ness and response, told law-
makers a travel ban would be
counterproductive and make
it harder to stop the disease in
West Africa, where the hard-
est-hit nations are desperate

for more resources and med-
ical help. 

“There is an epidemic of
fear, but not of Ebola, in the
United States,” Lurie said.

Doctors Without Borders,
which has been at the fore-
front of the battle against
Ebola, stuck by its guidelines
for health workers returning
from the hot zone. They are
closely monitored for disease
and don’t need to be quaran-
tined if they aren’t showing
symptoms, the group said in a
statement.

Samaritan’s Purse, a Chris-
tian relief organization based
in North Carolina, said that its
returning aid workers spend
three weeks isolated in a “safe
house,” where they are moni-
tored for fever and asked to
stay away from crowds and
not visit with family. 

NOW IN MALI, TOO
A 2-year-old girl who trav-

eled by bus from Guinea with
her grandmother died of
Ebola after arriving in Mali. It
was the first case in that West
African nation, and World
Health Organization officials
say that because the child was
sick and bleeding from her
nose, she may have infected

many people.
Health officials are moni-

toring 43 people, including 10
health care workers, who
might have been exposed and
the WHO is sending experts to
help. 

The disease is out of con-
trol in Guinea, Liberia and
Sierra Leone. Cases also have
reached Nigeria and Senegal
since the outbreak began in
March, but those West African
countries were able to stop its
spread.

More than 4,800 people
have died in the outbreak.

NURSES ON THE MEND
The two nurses who

caught Ebola from a hospital
patient in Dallas are now free
of the disease.

The first to fall ill, Nina
Pham, left a government hos-
pital near Washington with a
big smile, telling reporters she
was eager to reunite with her
dog, Bentley, who had been
put in quarantine. The King
Charles Spaniel so far has
tested negative for the dis-
ease.

“I feel fortunate and
blessed to be standing here
today,” Pham told reporters
outside the hospital. 

Pham, 26, was invited to
the White House afterward,
where Obama hugged her and
praised the bravery of health
care workers who put them-
selves at risk to help Ebola pa-
tients.

Pham and co-worker
Amber Vinson were infected
while caring for a Liberian
man at Texas Health Presbyte-
rian Hospital in Dallas.
Thomas Eric Duncan, who be-
came sick after traveling to
the U.S., died in the hospital
Oct. 8.

Vinson “is making good
progress” and tests no longer
find any Ebola virus in her
blood, Emory University Hos-
pital said in a statement Fri-
day. She remains hospitalized.

EUROPE STEPS UP
The 28 nations of the Euro-

pean Union are pledging more
than 1 billion euros — or
about $1.26 billon — to the
Ebola cause.

“Helping West Africa to
cope with the crisis is the
most effective way to prevent
a serious outbreak of the dis-
ease elsewhere,” EU leaders
said Friday in a statement at
the end of their two-day
fundraising summit. 


