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Record Number Of FFA Jackets Awarded 
By South Dakota FFA Foundation

BATH — To its owner, 
the FFA jacket is a physical 
reminder of the personal 
accomplishments achieved 
through the organization - a 
symbol of commitment and 
dedication for all who wear 
the corduroy. 

This fall, 239 South Dakota 
FFA members from 44 chap-
ters, a record number, earned 
their own FFA jackets through 
the SD FFA Foundation Blue 
Jackets Bright Futures FFA 
Jacket Program - carrying 
forward that long-standing 
tradition of pride, dignity and 
honor. Jackets were spon-
sored by various individuals 
through the SD FFA Founda-
tion program, welcoming 
new members into the fabric 
of FFA. FFA members filled 
out the Blue Jackets Bright 
Futures FFA Jacket Program 
application, answering four 
short essay questions about 

their FFA experience and 
goals, competing to earn their 
own FFA jacket instead of 
purchasing one. 

The 2015 area recipients 
are: 

• Alcester/Hudson — Luke 
Christensen, Sara Kemner, 
Tori Rasmussen, Heidi Renken

• Beresford — Kaitlyn 
Knudson

• Centerville — Amanda 
Knutson

• Centerville — Lee 
Wesche

• Freeman — Josie 
Fuhrmann, Sarah Wipf, Karen 
Schamber

• Menno — Justin Edel-
man, Hailey Handel, Megan 
Lemme, Jaedyn Oplinger

• Parker — Camden 
Bialas, Hannah Even, Jacob 
Hoffmeister, Joseph Jof-
fer, Blake Olson, Cheyanne 
Paweltzki, Breanna Reynolds, 
Nick Thon

• Parkston — Ryan Ripp, 
Kailee Schnabel, Jonah 
Zwinger

• Platte — Sydney Anton-
sen, Beau Dean, Molly Muilen-
berg, Kaitlyn Slaba, Jessica 
Vanderheiden

• Viborg-Hurley — Shania 
Knutson

 “When you zip up your 
FFA jacket, you become some-
thing much larger than your-
self. You become one of more 
than 600,000 FFA members 
developing leadership, bet-
tering their communities, and 
working for a better tomor-
row. Thank you to the spon-
sors who helped welcome 
members into an organization 
that reaches far beyond the 
limits of a high school class-
room,” said Woonsocket FFA 
member Jonathan Linke. 

When students join the 
FFA, they typically pur-

chase or borrow jackets to 
compete in the many Career 
Development Events offered 
through FFA. The jacket 
is their team “uniform” to 
be worn at all official FFA 
events. The blue corduroy 
FFA jacket has been the 
status symbol of the national 
FFA organization since 1933, 
when delegates to the 
national convention voted to 
make the jacket part of the 
organization’s official attire, 
thus creating the long stand-
ing tradition. 

Individuals and business-
es interested in sponsoring 
an FFA jacket for a SD FFA 
member should contact 
Gerri Ann Eide, SD FFA Foun-
dation Executive Director at 
605-765-4865 or gerri@sdf-
fafoundation.org. Sponsor-
ships are $65 per jacket. 

The SD FFA Foundation 

is proud to support Agricul-
tural Education and the FFA’s 
mission to make a difference 
in the lives of students by 
developing their potential 
for premier leadership, 
personal growth and career 

success through agricultural 
education. For more informa-
tion about the South Dakota 
FFA Foundation and South 
Dakota’s FFA programs, visit 
www.sdffafoundation.org or 
like the FFA on Facebook.

Delmar & Velma Strunk
Open House

Sunday, October 11, 2015
2-4 p.m.

United Church of Christ
Scotland

Greetings can be sent to:
PO Box 334

Scotland, SD 57059
Mr. and Mrs. Strunk

70th Anniversary Celebration


