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Yankton High School • Home of the Bucks and Gazelles

YHS Crowns a New Prince and Princess 
BY BROOKLYN  MALDONADO 

Homecoming corona-tion for the 2015 royalty was Thursday, September 17, at the Yankton High School.  
The royalty court consisted of Joseph Kelly, Gabe Dannenbring, Reid Sawatzke, Tanner Frick, Jeffrey Koller, Colby Benson, Brianna Benja-min, Rachel Frick, Becky Frick, Sophie Drotzmann, Ashley VanMeeteren, and Erin Luken.  

At the coronation, Joseph Kelly and Sophie Drotzmann were named Pioneer Prince and Prin-cess. 
“The only qualifica-tion to be on royalty is that you have to be a sen-ior,” said Ms. Becky Tasa, YHS librarian. “The sen-iors pick out the top six boys and girls in their class.” 

Monday, September 14th, students and staff watched the candidates’ videos, and the next day the students voted elec-tronically. “We [used] Google Docs to vote,” Tasa said. 
“Yankton High School’s royalty dates  back to 1926 when the first homecoming prince was crowned,” Tasa said. “It wasn’t until 1929 when they crowned both a prince and princess.” 

PHOTO BY JILL MIKKELSEN/ARICKARA 
Above: Joseph Kelly and Sophie Drotzman are named prince and princess at coronation. After coronation, stu-dents  participated in the burning of the Y. At this event, students gathered around the large burning Y while singing and dancing. 

PHOTO BY ERIN OLSEN/ARICKARA 
 
At right: Students gather to watch the burning Y. 

Banquet Offers Food, Fellowship for Yankton Residents 
BY SAMANTHA WENZLAFF 

The Yankton Area Banquet, now run-ning in its 19th year, helps families in need, provides a place for fellowship, and serves great food.  
The Banquet, located in the United Church of Christ, is run by hardworking individuals who come together to help others.  

The Banquet is a non-profit organiza-tion that provides free meals for anyone. It also offers fellowship and a sense of com-munity to those who attend.  Each Thursday and every first and third Tuesday of the month, a group of community members get together to make this event possible. They provide the food and come in early to set everything up. Various volunteers come in around 5:15 P.M. to await a run-through of the night from director Carol Myers and occasional-ly her husband, director Bruce Myers.  At the beginning of the night, the hardworking volunteers are assigned jobs, and coordinators are placed among differ-ent stations in the building to help guide them through the task at hand. Participants are handed tickets to help keep count of how many guests attend and are then able to receive a free meal that is a “ten out of ten,” according to guest Rick Peterson. Guests, upon getting their meals, sit by friends or old co-workers and spend time conversing and having a good time. Bruce Myers says, “It’s a family-like com-munity down here.” The volunteers are also given a time to eat among the guests and share or listen to stories. 
Carol Myers says her favorite part of the night is “while we’re having the meal, talking to the guests.”  

Bruce’s favorite part is “at the end of the night, hearing the volunteer group’s experiences.” 
Guest Angela Cost, mother of two, said her favorite part of the night is “just the company in general.” She continued, “Some days it can be the best meal of the week.”  

People genuinely enjoy the atmos-phere and food at the Banquet. Rick Peter-son says the volunteers are “Very friendly, nice people,” and like Angela, his favorite part of the night is “talking to people.” When the night comes to a close, the volunteers, who Carol says “we couldn’t do without,” clean up and then join in a circle and talk about their night. Sad, fun-ny, and humbling stories are told and Car-ol reveals the number of guests for the night. In that brief hour of being open, the numbers range anywhere from 200 to 300 adults and 40 to 60 kids.  The Banquet is an incredible gather-ing. Along with providing great meals and service, it provides different opportunities throughout the year. Summer activity pass-es are donated by the Banquet Board, Hy-Vee donates flowers and bread, the local hospital sends a nurse to provide flu shots, and the literacy council offers access to books for kids through the Big Red Book-shelf, to name just a few. The Banquet is a truly great experi-ence for all involved. If any local groups are interested in contributing to a night at this beneficial community event, contact Laura Heimes-Brown at 605-665-7199.  

Dress Up Days Showcase School Spirit 
BY ASHLYNN SCHWARZ 

The Yankton High School Pioneer Club had the job of coming up with what to wear each day during homecoming week.  
This year, the Pioneer Club decided to have the students come to school as their favorite characters for Movie Monday.  Twin Tuesday gave students the chance not only to act like their friends but also to dress like them.  Students then got the next best thing to a vacation with Hawaii/Tourist 

Wednesday.  
Next was Blackout Thursday; every-one wore all black, except the seniors, who stood out by wearing all white.  Then, last but not the least, students celebrated Spirit Friday. Friday was the day to show students’ all-time school spir-it with tutus, face paint, homemade t-shirts, and most importantly, the colors red, white, and black to support our Yank-ton High School Bucks football team! 

Yankton High School welcomed many new fac-
es, mainly freshman students, on the first day of school in 
August. Some of these new additions, however, were newly hired teachers. YHS gained six new teachers this year: Mrs. Georgia Powell (English), Ms. Brittanie Blaseg (math), Ms. Kelsey Thury (math), Ms. Brittany Sudbeck (English/ALC), Ms. Anne Kinsley (science), and Mr. Brandon Wagner (CTE). In a quick interview, they were each asked a couple of questions so everyone can get to know them better.  

When asked where they went to high school, Ms. Kinsley, Mr. Wagner, and Ms. Sudbeck all answered 
that they came from good old YHS. Mrs. Powell was a close neighbor to us at Vermillion High School, while Ms. Thury studied in Mitchell. Ms. Blaseg was a proud Lady Governor in Pierre.  The teachers were each asked where they went to college to receive their respective teaching degrees. Mrs. Powell said, “I graduated from Skidmore College in 

New York and then got my master’s degree in education 
from the University of South Dakota.” Mr. Wagner and Ms. Blaseg both attended the University of South Dakota. 
Ms. Kinsley started at the University of Minnesota, while 
Ms. Sudbeck began at Mount Marty College; however, both women ended up attending and graduating from USD. Ms. Thury, meanwhile, studied at Mount Marty College. 

As children, many people dream of being a fire-
fighter or a pop star. When asked what their childhood dreams were, many of the teachers had realistic goals. Mr. Wagner wanted to plant his dreams and become a farmer.          Ms. Kinsley wanted to fix the smile on eve-

ryone by being a dentist or train dolphins to be perform-ers. Achieving their dreams of being teachers were Ms. Thury and Ms. Sudbeck. Mrs. Powell also always wanted 
to be a teacher but for a long time thought she would work with elementary students.   These teachers were asked what they snack on when they need a quick pick-me up between classes. “I usually go for almonds or something healthy, so I can  

 
 
 
 
 
 keep going throughout the day,” stated Mrs. Powell. Mrs. Kinsley will often choose a piece of fruit for that energy boost. Jellybeans are not just a treat for Easter anymore; Mr. Wagner loves to munch on Starburst jellybeans for a quick snack. Ms. Blaseg and Ms. Sudbeck agreed that their snack of choice would be anything chocolate. After a long day of teaching color guard and algebraic formulas, 

Ms. Thury can be found snacking on popcorn or choco-late.  
Almost everyone has a least favorite high school 

subject, and these teachers are no exception to the rule. History wasn’t a favorite for either Ms. Thury or Ms. Kinsley. Our new English teachers, Mrs. Powell and Ms. 
Sudbeck, both struggled with math. Wagner said biology 
wasn’t his favorite subject, while Blaseg said English was 
her least favorite.  

As far as favorite sports teams go, these teachers 
provided a variety of answers. Mr. Wagner is rocking blue and white for the Detroit Lions, and Ms. Blaseg’s family has her supporting the Minnesota Vikings. Mrs. Powell doesn’t watch a lot of sports. The Twins have Ms. Thury’s attention dur-ing baseball season. Black and red are the only colors Ms. Sudbeck wears to sup-port the Huskers and Yank-ton. Ms. Kinsley isn’t much of a sport fan but will al-ways cheer on the Bucks and Gazelles to a victory.   These teachers might be new to Yankton, but they soon will fit into our family at Yankton High School.  

MOUNT MARTY AD 

YHS Welcomes New Teachers BY SAMMI SIMONSEN 

For many people, the best part of Hal-loween is being scared.  One of the best places to visit for some scares is a haunted house. Haunted houses can offer excitement and bone-chilling action. 
I recently visited Mystery Manor, a haunted house located in Omaha, Nebras-ka, with my brothers and sisters. While its name might not sound too scary, it was quite the thriller.  

In Mystery Manor, visitors had to slowly make their way through a maze consisting of four floors of hallways and doors. In every second that passed, people were left in suspense, not knowing what would happen next. Zombies, witches, bloody butchers, and ghosts jumped out to 

surprise visitors.  
The most exciting part of this haunted house was when some of the scary crea-tures would chase a visitor down a pas-sage. When we visited, my siblings and I were stumbling over each other as we tried to get away. 

While it’s tempting to mention all the spooks and scares in Mystery Manor, it’s best if you go visit it for yourself. Mystery Manor is located in Omaha, Nebraska. It is open most evenings during the month of October. 

Haunted house  offers thrills BY KIMBERLY ALVARADO 

PHOTO BY ERIN OLSEN/ARICKARA  
Back row (left to right): Brittany Sud-beck and Anne Kins-ley 

Front row: Georgia Powell, Kelsey Thury, and Brittanie Blaseg Not pictured: Brandon Wagner 
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BY ALISSA WOOCKMAN
alissa.woockman@yankton.net 

Phases two and three of 
the Yankton’s trail system 
expansion project are in mo-
tion. Last fall, the city applied 
for its first 
Transporta-
tion Alterna-
tive Program 
(TAP) grant, 
which was 
approved 
for $400,000 
towards 
phase 1. 
Recently, the 
city applied 
for two more 
of these grants by combining 
an application for phases two 
and three on a recommenda-
tion from the state. 

“We have already received 
one grant award,” said city 
manager Amy Nelson. “It 
makes economic sense to bid 
a multiphase project all at 
once.” 

The applications for 
phases two and three were 
due to the state Sept. 30. Now, 
commissioners are waiting to 
hear if Yankton made the final 
cut to present its grant ap-
plication in Pierre. Administra-
tion hopes to hear back from 
the state sometime in October 
or early November. 

The city’s hope is to be 
approved for phases two and 
three as quickly as possible 
and then combine all the phas-

es of grant money into one, 
major construction project. 

“We can bring in equipment 
and do the work on site one 
time versus doing something, 
leaving and then coming back 
for phase two,” said Parks & 

Recreation 
direc-
tor Todd 
Larson. “It 
depends 
on how fast 
the state 
will push 
through 
phase one 
and how we 
come out on 
phases two 

and three.”
Phase one involves con-

necting the Walmart drive way 
along Highway 50 with West 
City Limits Drive. Phase two 
will head south on West City 
Limits Road and go towards 
Benedict Drive. Phase three 
will follow from Benedict Drive 
farther south, going past the 
dog park, up the hill, and to 
the school administration 
building. 

There would be a connec-
tion made through the parking 
lot of the dog park/community 
garden trail that runs along 
Marine Creek and comes out 
by 23rd Street.

There are several reasons 
for the city’s invested interest 
in this trail system expansion. 

PHOTO: USD
University of South Dakota students Lucas Peterson, of Sioux Falls and Sami 
Zoss, of Beresford were crowned Mr. and Miss Dakota at Saturday’s coronation 
in the DakotaDome during halftime of the homecoming football game against 
Youngstown State.Peterson, who is studying business administration, was 
sponsored by Tau Kappa Epsilon and is active in Dakotans, College Republi-
cans, National College Scholars, Golden Key, and National Society of Leader-
ship and Success. Zoss, who is USD’s Student Government Association presi-
dent and is studying criminal justice and political science, was sponsored by 
SGA and is also active in Kappa Alpha Theta, Criminal Justice Club, Dakotathon 
and National Society for Leadership.

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — Sioux 
Falls City Council members 
say a group of businesses are 
getting around a state smoking 
ban by opening tobacco shops 
under the same roof as video 
lottery businesses.

South Dakota’s smoking 
ban passed by voters in 2010 
includes video lottery facilities, 
but not tobacco shops. At 
one Sioux Falls Video lottery 
facility, however, there’s an 
inside door with a separate ad-
dress, and behind the door is a 
cigarette vending machine and 
three video lottery machines, 
the Argus Leader reported.

City Council members Dean 
Karsky and Christine Erick-
son said that’s an example of 
creative steps some casinos 
are taking to keep smokers 
indoors. Erickson said city 
council members across South 
Dakota have indicated they’ve 
seen similar situations.

“I think they’re really 
skirting with the edge of what 
should be allowed there,” 
Karsky said. “It seems to me 
what’s going on there is a di-
rect contradiction to what the 
voters of South Dakota said.”

Under state law and 
administrative rules, lottery 
machines must stay in spe-
cific parts of an establishment 
where, in the normal course of 
business, alcohol is regularly 
dispensed and consumed. 
Tobacco shops aren’t allowed 
to sell alcohol.

On the issue, Karsky and 
Erickson said they’re hearing 
complaints of unfair compe-
tition from other business 
owners.

“And then there are those 

Powerball 
Changes In 

Effect
PIERRE (AP) — New rules 

for Powerball in South Dakota 
that give players a better 
chance of winning a prize at 
the expense of a longer shot 
at the jackpot go into effect 
Sunday

The new rules mean the 
overall odds of winning a 
prize will be one in about 25 
instead of one in about 32. But 
a shot at winning the jackpot 
will increase to one in 292 
million. That’s up from one in 
175 million.

The $10,000 third prize 
is jumping to $50,000. The 
changes also mean players can 
buy up to 10-times multipliers 
applicable to many prizes.

The initial jackpot stays at 
$40 million. Powerball will still 
cost $2 per play with an ad-
ditional $1 for the Power Play 
option.

The first drawing under the 
revised game is Wednesday.

City Looks 
To Expand 
Its Trails  

City Looks To Earn More 
Grant Funding For Project

LarsonNelson

Dakota Days Royalty

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
The Star Brite Inn Motel will soon becomeas 
the new location for Yankton’s homeless 
shelter. The shelter plans to move into the 
new facilities come November while, at the 
same time, starting a fundraising campaign 
to help with the expenses of the purchase 
and daily operations.

Casinos 
Getting 

Around S.D. 
Smoking 

Ban
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BY ALISSA WOOCKMAN
alissa.woockman@yankton.net 

Yankton’s homeless shelter is 
preparing to claim the Star Brite 
Inn on E. Highway 50 as its new 
facility. 

The shelter board and cur-
rent owner of both the Star Brite 
Inn and the StarLite Inn motels, 
Dennis Berkland, are working on 
Oct. 16 as a closing date for the 
contract. 

The shelter’s representatives 
are hoping to move into the mo-
tel sometime in November. 

Although the Star Brite Inn 
is the smaller of the two motels, 
this will still be a huge improve-
ment from the shelter’s current 
facilities.

The current homeless 
shelter location has two rooms. 
Upstairs, there are three beds for 
facilitating individual males. The 
room downstairs is an apartment 
style complex that can house a 
family. 

This new location has 14 
rooms for the homeless shelter 
to utilize.

“We have been using motels 
quite a bit because our shelter 

has been full all through August 
and September,” said home-
less shelter executive director 
Eric Miller. “We should be able 
to hold five families at the new 
shelter and quite a few individu-
als or pairs to meet the need in 
Yankton.”

Plans are still in motion as to 
how the shelter will lay out its 
new space. The adaptation pro-
cess will require some changes 
in daily operations and how 
clients are set up.

“We can function right off the 
bat, but it will take more plan-
ning on how to maximize our 
space in the long term,” Miller 
said.

Shelter representatives are 
hoping for a seamless transition 
in the coming months. 

“We are developing a plan so 
we can move our clients without 
sacrificing any of our current 
services,” he said. “That way, 
our clients aren’t falling through 
the cracks in that process.”

Expansion plans have been in 
the works since April. Members 
of the Homeless Shelter Board 

Yankton Homeless Shelter 
Set For New Facilities
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USD Downs 
Denver 4-1 
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