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‘Fire Hose’ Of Rain Slams
South Carolina; 12 Killed

BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. — People

across South Carolina got an

object lesson Monday in how

you can dodge a hurricane
and still get hammered.

Authorities struggled to
get water to communities
swamped by it, and with wa-
terlogged dams overflowing,
bridges collapsing, hundreds
of roads inundated and flood-
waters rolling down to the
coast, the state was anything
but done with this disaster.

“This is a Hugo-level
event,” said Maj. Gen. Robert
Livingston, head of the South
Carolina National Guard, refer-
ring to the September 1989
hurricane that devastated
Charleston. “We didn’t see
this level of erosion in Hugo.
... This water doesn't fool
around.”

Much-feared Hurricane
Joaquin missed the East
Coast, but fueled what experts
at the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
called a “fire hose” of tropical
moisture that aimed directly
at the state. A solid week
of rainfall killed at least 12
people, sent about 1,000 to
shelters and left about 40,000
without drinkable water.

One of latest to die was
McArthur Woods, 56, who
drove around a barricade and
drowned Sunday night. His
passenger managed to climb
on top of the sedan, which
stalled in the rushing water.
Afirefighter rescued her after
someone heard her screams.

“She came out the window.
How she got on top of the car
and stayed there like she did
with that water— there’s a
good Lord,” Kershaw County
Coroner David West said.

By Monday, the heaviest
rains had moved into the
mid-Atlantic states. Along the
Jersey Shore, some beaches
devastated by Superstorm
Sandy three years ago lost
most of their sand to the wind,
rain and high surf.

South Carolina authori-
ties mostly switched Monday
from search and rescue into
“assessment and recovery
mode,” but Gov. Nikki Haley
warned citizens to remain
careful as a “wave” of water
swelled downstream and dams
had to be opened to prevent
catastrophic failures above
low-lying neighborhoods near
the capital.

“South Carolina has gone
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through a storm of historic
proportions,” Haley said. “Just
because the rain the stops,
does not mean that we are out
of the woods.”

Indeed, shortly after the
governor’s news conference,
authorities evacuated an
area on the northeast side
of Columbia after a dam on
Rockyford Lake burst around
2 p.m. Monday.

James Shirer lives in the
area and said he saw the dam
fail and a 22-acre lake drain in
10 to 15 minutes.

“It just poured out,” Shirer
said.

The 16.6 inches of rain
that fell at Gills Creek near
downtown Columbia on
Sunday made for one of the
rainiest days recorded at a
U.S. weather station in more
than 16 years.

An Associated Press
reporter surveying the scene
by helicopter saw the entire
eastern side of the capital city
awash in floodwater. Neither
trailer parks nor upscale
neighborhoods were spared:
One mansion’s swimming pool
was filled with a yellowish
broth.

South Carolina is accus-
tomed to water, but not like
this.

The state hosts 30,000
miles of rivers and streams
that mostly run from the
Appalachians to the sea,
according to the U.S. Environ-
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mental Protection Agency. It
also has another 24,000 miles
of “perennial waterways” —
streams that are usually dry
but can turn deadly in flash
floods. Now swollen by a week
of rain, they have carved new
channels through an aging
infrastructure.

According to the American
Society of Civil Engineers,
1,048 of the 9,275 bridges were
structurally deficient before
this storm. Some 550 roads
and bridges remained closed
on Monday, including nearly
75 miles of Interstate 95. The
governor said they will need
close inspection to ensure
they're safe.

Some towns were entirely
cut off. About 60 miles south-
east of the capital, all four
roads leading into the county
seat of Manning were closed,
isolating 4,000 people. Many
smaller communities in Clar-
endon County are in a similar
predicament, Sheriff Randy
Garrett said.

“I'm the sheriff of a bunch
of islands,” Garrett said.

The National Guard’s
Blackhawk helicopters were
the best — and only — way
to reach some places, and
authorities were just starting
to identify “vulnerable areas
that may not be completely
obvious,” said Livingston, a
two-star general.

The Blackhawk crew in-
cluding Chief Warrant Officer 2

TIM DOMINICK/THE STATE/TNS
DNR officer Brett Irvin and Lexington Co. Deputy Dan Rusinyak carry June Loch to dry
land after she was rescued from her home in the Pine Glen subdivision off of Tram road
Monday in the St. Andrews area of Columbia, S.C. Residents are having to abandon their
homes because of flooding coinciding with release of water from the dam.

Antonio Montgomery finished
its rescue training just in time
for the storm, and quickly put
it to use.

Some people waved towels
at them, begging for rescues;
Neighbors would then step
out onto their porches, too,
asking to be lifted to safety.

Montgomery, 34, served
in Iraq 10 years ago, but there
is something different about
helping a place where his crew
has lived, he said. “It's our
home. We've all had friends
and families who have lost
things.”

At a Red Cross shelter in
Rowesville, Nyshambi Vega
of Holly Hill, about 50 miles
northwest of Charleston, set-
tled onto a cot with her boys
—ages 2, 1 and 5 months —
and hoped for the best.

Like most of her neighbors
in her public housing complex,
the 24-year-old mother had
hoped to ride out the storm.
Then the water reached her
front door, and the toilet
backed up. They were rescued
Sunday morning by firefight-
ers who walked small boats
through the parking lot.

Along with her boys, all
she managed to carry with her
was a bag stuffed with diapers
and baby formula. The water
came up to her chest, and she
struggled to hold the baby
over her head as she waded to
the boat.

United States, 11
Pacific Rim Nations
Reach Trade Deal

BY PAUL WISEMAN
AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON — Having
hammered out an ambitious
trade deal with 11 Pacific Rim
countries, the Obama adminis-
tration now faces a potentially
tougher task: selling the deal
to a skeptical Congress.

The countries reached a
contentious trade pact Mon-
day that cuts trade barriers,
sets labor and environmental
standards and protects multi-
national corporations’ intellec-
tual property after marathon
negotiating sessions in Atlanta
through the weekend.

The Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship is designed to encourage
trade between the United
States, Australia, Brunei,
Canada, Chile, Japan, Malay-
sia, Mexico, New Zealand,
Peru, Singapore and Vietnam.
Together, the countries ac-
count for 40 percent of world
economic output.

“We think it helps define
the rules of the road for the
Asia-Pacific region,” said U.S.
Trade Rep. Michael Froman.

For President Barack
Obama, the trade deal is a
major victory on a centerpiece
of his international agenda.

Obama has pursued the
pact against the objections of
many lawmakers in his own
Democratic Party and instead
forged rare consensus with
Republicans.

Trade unions and other

critics say the deal will expose
American workers to foreign
competition and cost jobs.
Given the opposition, the
pact’s “fate in Congress is

at best uncertain,” said Lori
Wallach, a leading TPP critic
and director of Public Citizen’s
Global Trade Watch.

Obama has cast the agree-
ment as good for Americans
workers and crucial to coun-
tering China and expanding
U.S. influence in the Asia-
Pacific.

“This partnership levels
the playing field for our
farmers, ranchers, and
manufacturers by eliminating
more than 18,000 taxes that
various countries put on our
products,” Obama said in a
statement. “It includes the
strongest commitments on
labor and the environment of
any trade agreement in his-
tory, and those commitments
are enforceable, unlike in past
agreements.”

The president has to
wait 90 days before signing
the pact, and only then will
Congress begin the process of
voting on it.

As a result, a vote on the
TPP likely will not happen
until well into 2016, where it
is likely to get ensnarled in
the politics of a presidential
election year. Congress can
only give the deal an up-or-
down vote. It can’t amend the
agreement.
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Netanyahu Issues Warning To Palestinians

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu warned Monday that he will use a “strong hand” to quell
violent Palestinian protests and deadly attacks, signaling that
the current round of violence is bound to escalate at a time
when a political solution to the conflict is increasingly distant.

Netanyahu said he has sent thousands more soldiers and
police to the West Bank and Arab neighborhoods of Jerusalem
and that “we are allowing our forces to take strong action
against those who throw rocks and firebombs.” He said restric-
tions limiting what security forces can do were being lifted,
but did not elaborate.

Netanyahu'’s warnings came after a rash of violence that
began Thursday when Palestinian gunmen killed an Israeli
couple in their car near a settlement in the West Bank as their
four children watched. Two days later, a Palestinian stabbed
an Israeli man to death and seriously wounded his wife as
they walked in Jerusalem’s Old City, then attacked and killed
another Israeli man.

Israeli forces, meanwhile, killed two suspected Palestinian
assailants over the weekend and on Monday shot dead two
teenage stone-throwers, one of them a 13-year-old boy, in West
Bank clashes.

In all, eight Palestinians were wounded by live fire and 45
by rubber-coated steel pellets in the West Bank and Jerusalem
on Monday, the Red Crescent said.

US Says Afghans Requested Airstrike

WASHINGTON (AP) — Afghan forces who reported being
under Taliban fire requested the U.S. airstrike that killed 22
people at a medical clinic in northern Afghanistan over the
weekend, the top commander of American and coalition forces
in Afghanistan said Monday, correcting an initial U.S. state-
ment that the strike had been launched because U.S. forces
were threatened.

The strike wasn’t sought by U.S. forces, Gen. John F. Camp-
bell said at a hastily arranged Pentagon news conference.

“We have now learned that on Oct. 3, Afghan forces advised
that they were taking fire from enemy positions and asked for
air support from U.S. forces,” Campbell said. “An airstrike was
then called to eliminate the Taliban threat and several civil-
ians were accidentally struck. This is different from the initial
reports, which indicated that U.S. forces were threatened and
that the airstrike was called on their behalf.”

The clinic was operated by the medical charity Doctors
Without Borders. The attack killed at least 22 people and
wounded dozens more, setting the hospital on fire.

In response to Campbell’s remarks, the organization’s gen-
eral director, Christopher Stokes, said the U.S. had admitted
that it attacked the facility.

Pilot Of Flight Falls Ill, Later Dies

SYRACUSE, N.Y. (AP) — An American Airlines captain
became gravely ill and incapacitated while flying from Phoenix
to Boston and later died, but his first officer safely diverted
and landed the nearly 150-passenger plane, an airline spokes-
woman said.

Passengers on the flight were told the pilot was sick and it
was making an emergency landing in Syracuse, and they later
learned of his death in a scenario that’s rare but not unheard-
of: Seven pilots for U.S. airlines and one charter pilot have
died during flights since 1994, the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion says.

American Flight 550 left Phoenix at 11:55 p.m. local time
Sunday and was diverted mid-flight, landing shortly after 7
a.m. EDT, American spokeswoman Andrea Huguely said. After
the flight’s captain was stricken, the first officer safely took
over with 147 passengers and five crew members onboard.

“American 550. Medical emergency. Captain is incapaci-
tated,” the first officer calmly told the Syracuse airport tower,
requesting a runway to land.

In a recording of his exchange with the tower, he expresses
concern whether ambulance medics can get on the plane
quickly. He’s assured they can and is told to go into a gate
where the medics would meet the plane.

Questions Arise After Deadly Mudslide

SANTA CATARINA PINULA, Guatemala (AP) — Emergency
workers spent a fourth day digging bodies out of a massive
mudslide on Monday, watching the death toll rise to 144 as
questions mounted about why people were allowed to build
homes at the base of a dangerous hillside next to a small river.

Backhoes continued to remove thousands of tons of dirt
from the acres-wide mudflow on the outskirts of Guatemala
City, with practically no hope of finding anyone alive and
increasing difficulties in rescuing whole bodies. Emergency
services coordinator Sergio Cabanas said five more bodies
had been uncovered, bringing the confirmed death toll to 144;
about 300 people remain missing.

Guatemala’s national Disaster Reduction Commission,
known as the Conred, said Monday it had warned about the
risk to the Cambray neighborhood since last year, and had
recommended that residents be relocated.

The commission has now declared the Cambray area unin-
habitable, and many residents are now living in shelters.

Oregon Gunman Ranted In Manifesto

ROSEBURG, Ore. (AP) — The gunman who executed
nine people at an Oregon community college before killing
himself ranted in a manifesto he left behind about not hav-
ing a girlfriend and thinking everyone else was “crazy,” a
law enforcement official said Monday.

The official also said the mother of 26-year-old gunman
Christopher Harper-Mercer has told investigators he was
struggling with some mental health issues. The official is
familiar with the investigation but wasn’t authorized to
speak publically because it is ongoing.

Harper-Mercer complained in the manifesto about not
having a girlfriend, and he seemed to feel like he was very
rational while others around him were not, the official said.

He wrote something to the effect of: “Other people think
I'm crazy, but 'm not. I'm the sane one,” the official said.
The manifesto was a couple of pages long.
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