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Collisions With Deer More Likely As Mating Season Nears
SIOUX FALLS — AAA 

is warning South Dakota 
motorists that now through 
November is the most likely 
time for collisions involving 
motor vehicles and deer.

 “Cooler autumn tem-
peratures signal the start of 
deer mating season, a time 
when deer can be especially 
unpredictable,” said Marilyn 
Buskohl, spokeswoman for 
AAA South Dakota. “It’s impor-
tant for drivers to stay alert, 
limit distractions and expect 
the unexpected.”

In South Dakota last year, 
AAA Insurance reports a total 

of 65 auto claims (down from 
71 in 2013) that were identified 
as animal-related, averaging 
$3,461 per claim.

The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
reports there are about one 
million vehicle crashes with 
deer each year. These colli-
sions typically kill about 200 
Americans, cause more than 
10,000 personal injuries and 
result in $1 billion in vehicle 
damage.

Deer are most active 
between 5 a.m. and 8 a.m. and 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., but deer 
have been known to dart into 

roadways at other times, also. 
If you see a deer, AAA South 
Dakota advises you to slow 
down – where there’s one, 
there likely are others.

Tips from AAA to improve 
safety for both motorists and 
deer:

• Keep your eyes moving 
back and forth. Continuously 
sweep your eyes across the 
road in front of you for signs 
of animals and movement. 
Animals may also be alongside 
the road, so make sure to look 
to the right and left, as well. 
While the most likely accident 
is you hitting an animal, on 

occasion they might also hit 
you by running into the side of 
your car.

• Use high beams when 
there’s no oncoming traffic. 
You can spot animals sooner. 
Sometimes the light reflecting 
off their eyes will reveal their 
location.

• Slow down around 
curves. It’s harder to spot 
animals down the road when 
going around curves.

• One long blast. A long 
blast on your horn may 
frighten animals away from 
your vehicle.

• Use brakes if an impact 

is imminent. Don’t swerve. 
Instead, stay in your lane. 
Swerving away from animals 
can confuse them so they 
don’t know which way to run. 
It can also put you in the path 
of oncoming vehicles or cause 
you to crash into something 

like a lamppost or a tree.   
• After the crash, stay 

away. Don’t go near an animal 
if it’s hurt. Wounded animals 
are unpredictable and have 
the capacity to attack you.

VERMILLION — The Clay 
County Democratic Party will 
be hosting a watch party for the 
first of six Democratic debates 
on Oct. 13 beginning at 7:30 
p.m. The watch party will be 
held at Howlers (912 N Dakota 
Street) and is open to voters or 
interested individuals of all po-
litical parties. The event will be 

broadcasted live from CNN with 
Anderson Cooper moderating. 

As of Oct. 1, the confirmed 
candidates include Martin 
O’Malley, Lincoln Chaffee, Hilary 
Clinton, Bernie Sanders and 
Jim Webb. Vice-President Joe 
Biden may also be in attendance 
should he declare his candidacy 
before the debate.

The Clay County Democrats 
emphasize the open nature 
of this watch party. “Political 
affiliation aside, we encourage 
all interested voters to join us 
on Oct. 13,” Vice-Chair Doug 
Kronaizl said, “and we hope this 
event serves partly as an chance 
for voters to hear what the 
Democratic candidates are say-

ing, but also as an opportunity 
to discuss how these candidates 
and their stances might impact 
our lives here in Clay County.” 

The group plans to host simi-
lar events and open discussions 
for future debates.

For more information, 
contact Doug Kronaizl at dkro-
naizl1@gmail.com.
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