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The North Central Chapter of the P.V.A. brought in ten P.V.A. members to Top Gun Hunting Ranch, Howard, S.D. for the
fourth annual David Brown Memorial P.V.A. Pheasant Hunt.
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Tom Keller of Malcolm, Nebraska, caught this
113.25-pound, 49.75-inch paddlefish on Friday on the

BY GARY HOWEY
Hartington, Neb.

We have hunted pheas-
ants hundreds of times in
numerous states as well as at
the Top Gun Hunting Ranch
near Howard, South Dakota
but have
never
have the
opportuni-
ty to hunt
on a more
memo-
rable hunt.

As we
drove into
the lodge,
we were
met by
several
vehicles
park along
the fence, their license plates
indicating they traveled from
Minnesota, Arizona, Loui-
siana, Florida and of course
South Dakota to be part of
this hunt.

The fourth annual David
Brown Memorial Paralyzed
Veterans of America Pheasant
Hunt, is a memorial to Brown
who served for years as the
Veterans Benefits Representa-
tive at the Sioux Falls, South
Dakota VA.

The Sioux Falls office of the
North Central Chapter of the
Paralyzed Veterans of America
put together the hunt, bring-
ing in ten P.V.A. members for
this hunt held at the Top Gun
Hunting Ranch.

After a hearty breakfast,
nine of the hunters in wheel
chairs, with the help of the
volunteers used a special
trailer to lift them into the
back of nine pickups, while
another P.V.A. member would
be hunting from a tracked
wheelchair.

Temperatures were ideal
for this time of the year, warm
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RIGHT: Mark
Doty of
Vermillion
caught this
39-pound, 48
inch paddle-
fish.

enough to be comfortable
yet cool enough where the
hunters would not need to be
dressed too heavily.

As we pulled into the first
field, one that contained a
food plot, grass strips and
a shelterbelt, the fall colors
were just starting to appear,
a beautiful start to a South
Dakota pheasant hunt.

The PV.A. members would
act as blockers and wing-
men while several volunteers
including Kevin Shumaker,
Top Gun Hunting Ranch and
his dogs worked their way
through the field.

As the hunters worked
their way through the field,
several shots rang out as
some of the birds made their
way out of the field and away
from the hunter’s stationed
where the heavy cover came
into the picked corn and bean
fields.

Those birds making their
way out the end of the field
were met by a deadly volley
from the P.V.A. wingmen and
blockers stationed along the
end and sides of the heavy
cover.

As the walkers ap-
proached the end of the field,
they would pause, allowing
the dogs to work the cover,
ferreting out those birds that
had buried themselves into
the heavy cover. Without
these keen nosed dogs, the
hunters may have walked
past those birds buried deep
in the cover.

With each pass through
the field, the P.V.A. hunters
showed they were not new
to shooting as very few birds
that presented shots to the
hunters escaped.

As [ watched on one oc-
casion, several birds made
their last mistake, flying withy
range of one of the hunters
who dropped two of the birds
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LEFT: Chad Hogie of Brook-
ings caught this 70-pound,
47.5-inch paddlefish, which
set the record on the T.Js
Minimart Paddlefish Con-
test leaderboard.

with a three shot volley.

With each field we walked,
the hunters became more
attuned to the direction and
speed the birds would fly
and how much lead would be
needed to intercept them.

On each field as the walk-
ers slowed to allow the dogs
to work, you could see the
anticipation in the wingmen
and hunters faces, as they
knew in short order all hell
would break loose as the dogs
pushed the birds from the
cover. As the birds thundered
skyward, putting as much
distance between the dogs
and themselves.

Birds burst from the cover
in all directions as the hunters
shouldered their shotguns,
doing their best to keep up
with the fleeing birds. One
hunter on the side made a
spectacular shot, on a bird
way out there at a distance
[ would have thought to be
non-shootable.

This was South Dakota
pheasant hunting at its finest
with a group of veterans that
had given much for their
country, a hunt [ am proud to

say [ was a part of.

It was obvious; by their
laughter and good-natured
bantering that these hunters
truly enjoyed getting out,
spending time with other
veterans, enjoying a pheasant
hunt in South Dakota.

Gary Howey, Hartington,
Nebraska, is a former tourna-
ment angler, fishing and hunt-
ing guide. He is the Producer/
Host of the award winning
Outdoorsmen Adventures tele-
vision series, seen locally in
Channels 2 and 98 at Saturday
at 6:30 pm and Sunday at 7:00
am. It airs on Saturdays at 6:30
am and on the MIDCO Sports
Network Thursday at 5:30 pm
and Sunday at 10:00 am. The
show can be seen in nine states
in the upper Midwest He and Si-
mon Fuller Co-Host the Outdoor
Adventures radio program on
Classic Hits 106.3, ESPN Sports
Radio 1570 in Southeastern
South Dakota and Northeast
Nebraska. In Northwest lowa,
it airs on KCHE 92.1 FM. If you
are looking for more outdoor
information, check out www.
outdoorsmenadventures.com.

Missouri River. It was determined to be a state record.

Nebraska Man Sets
New State Record

BY JEREMY HOECK
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

A Nebraska man broke
the state record for heavi-
est paddlefish while fishing
on the Missouri River near
Yankton on Friday.

Tom Keller, 44, from
Malcolm, Nebraska, reeled in
what was later determined to
be a 113.25 pound, 49.75 inch
paddlefish - beating the pre-
vious record of 107 pounds,
12 ounces from 2011 (below
Gavins Point Dam).

Keller, who was fishing
Friday with his three uncles,
said it took 10-15 minutes to
bring in the paddlefish - “at
least twice as long as any-
thing else I've caught.”

“Actually, it was like reel-
ing in a log,” Keller said by
phone from Captain Norm’s
Bait Shop, where he brought

the fish. He had to take it to
a second location to finalize
the weight, and Keller got a
notarized copy of the certi-
fied weight.

“There was no fight, no
nothing, it just took forever,”
he added.

Keller said he previous
caught a longer paddlefish
(50 % inches), but it wasn’t
nearly as heavy, so he let it

go.

After the fish was weighed
Friday, Keller called down
to the Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission offices
in Lincoln and was told that
his fish would be a new state
record.

“It was pretty exciting,”
Keller said. “I don’t think
that’ll be one I'll beat any
time soon.”

Follow @jhoeck on Twitter
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Richard s Story

“Prostate cancer affected
my life but I get to have
a life, which is better
than the alternative.”

Surgery without the incision.

Cancer care done diﬁferenﬂy.

Averars

Cancer Institute

Learn how Versa HD
helped save Richard's life at

Ave ro.org/ca ncer

With six major locations and 40 outreach
clinics, the physicians at Avera Cancer
Institute work together to create a treatment
plan that’s unique to you. Our newest
technology — Versa HD — provides new
hope for patients. When surgery is not the
best option, this non-invasive tool delivers

a high dose of radiation to the tumor from
hundreds of different angles with such
pinpoint accuracy that it minimizes the

dose to surrounding normal tissue. Talk
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RIGHT: Fred Leech of Pierre
caught this 65-pound, 49-
inch paddlefish on Oct. 2.

to your radiation oncologist to see if this

treatment is right for you.




