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Democrats Issue Benghazi Report

WASHINGTON (AP) — Democrats on the House committee
investigating the deadly attacks in Benghazi, Libya, issued a
report Monday disputing what they say are unsubstantiated
claims about former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton by some
Republican members of Congress and GOP presidential candi-
dates.

The 124-page report summarizes the results of 54 interviews
and depositions conducted by the committee and includes
some unclassified testimony from several top Clinton aides,
including her chief of staff, Cheryl Mills.

Rep. Elijah Cummings of Maryland, the panel’s top Demo-
crat, said the report shows that no witness has substantiated
what he called “wild Republican conspiracy theories about
Secretary Clinton and Benghazi,” including a widely debunked
claim that Clinton or other top officials issued a “stand down”
order during the September 2012 attacks.

“It’s time to bring this taxpayer-funded fishing expedition
to an end,” Cummings said. He called on the panel’s chairman,
Rep. Trey Gowdy of South Carolina, to move the committee’s
focus “from politics to policy.”

The report comes as Clinton, a Democratic candidate for
president, is set to testify before the panel Thursday at a widely
anticipated public hearing that could make or break the cred-
ibility of the 17-month-old inquiry.

Tide Of Migrants Reaches Croatia

BERKASOVO, Serbia (AP) — Thousands of people trying to
reach the heart of Europe surged across Serbia’s border into
Croatia on Monday after authorities eased restrictions that
had left them stranded for days in ankle-deep mud and rain.

The miserable wave of humanity left behind a field scat-
tered with soaked blankets, mud-caked clothing and water-
logged tents as they headed for Slovenia, the next obstacle
to their quest to reach richer European Union nations via the
Balkans.

Monday’s surprise move allowed an estimated 3,000 more
migrants to enter Croatia bound for its small Alpine neighbor,
which also has been struggling to slow the flow of humanity
across its frontiers — and faced another wave of trekkers
seeking to reach Austria and Germany to the north.

“Without any announcement, the borders opened. When
the borders opened, everybody rushed,” said Melita Sunjic, a
spokeswoman for the U.N. refugee agency, who was stationed
at the Serb-Croat border.

Many had discarded their mud-soaked socks and walked
only in sandals or slippers through the ankle-deep muck in a
driving rain, frigid winds and fog. Some who had lost limbs
during the civil war in Syria were aided by friends pushing
their wheelchairs down a country lane that, since Saturday,
had been blocked by Croat police.

Israel: Migrant’s Beating Stirs Concern

JERUSALEM (AP) — The death of an Eritrean migrant who
was shot and beaten by a mob that mistakenly believed he was
a Palestinian attacker set off a round of soul-searching Monday
amid the jittery atmosphere sweeping Israel in a wave of unrest.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu condemned the vigi-
lantism. Some critics accused Israel’s leaders of fostering the
charged climate, while others called for the swift prosecution of
the crazed mob.

“It is a disgrace to Israeli society, and those that carried out
this lynching need to be found and brought to justice,” said
Yaakov Amidror, Netanyahu'’s former national security adviser.

“Even if it was the terrorist himself, by the way, after he was
shot, after he was neutralized and lying on the floor, you need
to be an animal to torment him,” he told Israel Radio.

Nine Israelis have been killed in the past month in the at-
tacks, mostly stabbings, on city streets. At least 41 Palestinians
have been killed — including 20 identified by Israeli authorities
as attackers; the rest were slain in clashes with Israeli forces.

Action On Unmanned Aircraft Sought

WASHINGTON (AP) — Concerned about rising reports of
close calls and safety risks involving drones, the government
announced Monday it will require many of the increasingly
popular unmanned aircraft to be registered.

Pilot sightings of drones have doubled since last year,
including near manned airplanes and at major sporting events,
and there are reports of interference with wildfire-fighting
operations, Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx said at a
news conference.

“These reports signal a troubling trend,” said Federal
Aviation Administration chief Michel Huerta. Registration will
increase pressure on drone operators to fly responsibly, he
said, adding, “When they don't fly safely, they’ll know there will
be consequences.”

The FAA now receives about 100 reports a month from pilots
who say they've seen drones flying near planes and airports,
compared with only a few sightings per month last year. So far
there have been no accidents, but agency officials have said
they’re concerned that a drone weighing only a few pounds
might cause serious damage if it is sucked into an engine or
smashes into an airliner’s windshield.

Toys and small drones that don’t present a safety threat are
likely to be exempt from the requirement. Drones that weigh
only a pound or two or that can’t fly higher than a few hundred
feet are considered less risky, but heavier ones and those that
can fly thousands of feet pose more of a problem.

Amazon Sues To Stop Phony Reviews

NEW YORK (AP) — Internet users increasingly rely on
online customer reviews when making spending decisions,
whether they're buying an iPhone case on Amazon or hiring
an Uber ride in their hometown. But just how much can you
trust those reviews?

A new lawsuit in which Amazon accuses more than 1,000
people of offering to post bogus glowing write-ups for as little
as $5 apiece might give you pause.

The case, filed in Washington state court Friday by the na-
tion’s biggest online retailer, casts light on what appears to be
a burgeoning practice: the commissioning of paid, fake reviews
that masquerade as testimonials from ordinary people.

Fake reviews are nothing new to online retailing, and Ama-
zon is far from the only big company affected. Yelp’s restau-
rant reviews and TripAdvisor’s hotel ratings have long been
a target of critics who claim that merchants can easily post
positive reviews of their own businesses.

Amazon’s legal counteroffensive, however, appears to be
one of the most aggressive attempts yet by a major U.S. e-

While Clinton Used Home Email,
State’s Networks Were At Risk

BY KEN DILANIAN
AP Intelligence Writer

WASHINGTON — Hillary
Rodham Clinton has come
under fierce criticism for
doing business over personal
email while secretary of state,
putting sensitive data at risk
of being hacked. But her com-
munications may not have
been any more secure had she
used a State Department email
address, judging by years
of independent audits that
excoriated the department
over poor cyber security on
Clinton’s watch.

The State Department’s
unclassified email system was
breached by hackers linked to
Russia last year who stole an
unspecified number of emails.
The hackers hit a depart-
ment that was among the
worst agencies in the federal
government at protecting its
computer networks while
Clinton was secretary from
2009 to 2013, a situation that
continued to deteriorate as
John Kerry took office, accord-
ing to independent audits and
interviews.

The State Department’s
compliance with federal
cybersecurity standards was
below average when Clinton
took over but grew worse
in each year of her tenure,
according to an annual report
card compiled by the White
House based on audits by
agency watchdogs. Network
security continued to slip
after Kerry replaced Clinton
in February 2013, and remains
substandard, according to the
State Department inspector
general.

Hacker Claims To Have Breached

CIA Director’s Personal Email

WASHINGTON (AP) — An anonymous hacker claims to
have breached CIA Director John Brennan’s personal email
account and has posted documents online, including a list
of email addresses purportedly from Brennan’s contact file.

The CIA said it referred the matter to the proper au-
thorities, but would not comment further.

The hacker spoke to the New York Post, which de-
scribed him in an article published Sunday as “a stoner
high school student,” motivated by his opposition to U.S.
foreign policy and support for Palestinians. His Twitter
account, @phphax, includes links to files that he says are
Brennan’s contact list, a log of phone calls by then-CIA
deputy director Avril Haines, and other documents.

The Post said he didn'’t reveal his name or where he

lived.

The hacker also claimed to have breached a Comcast
account belonging to Homeland Security Secretary Jeh
Johnson, and released what appeared to be personal

information.

In each year from 2011 to
2014, the State Department’s
poor cybersecurity was identi-
fied by the inspector general
as a “significant deficiency”
that put the department’s
information at risk. The latest
assessment is due to be pub-
lished in a few weeks.

Clinton, the front-runner
for the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination, has apolo-
gized for her use of a private
email server for official busi-
ness while she was secretary
of state. The FBI is investigat-
ing whether her home server
was breached.

State Department officials
don’t dispute the compliance
shortcomings identified in
years of internal audits, but
argue that the audits paint

a distorted picture of their
cybersecurity, which they
depict as solid and improving.
They strongly disagree with
the White House ranking that
puts them behind most other
government agencies. Senior
department officials in charge
of cybersecurity would speak
only on condition of anonym-
ity.

“We have a strong cyberse-
curity program, successfully
defeating almost 100 percent
of the 4 billion attempted
intrusions we experience each
year,” spokesman Mark Toner
said.

Two successive inspectors
general haven't seen it that
way. In December 2013, IG
Steve Linick issued a “manage-
ment alert” warning top State

Department officials that their
repeated failure to correct cy-
bersecurity holes was putting
the department’s data at risk.

Based on an audit by
Linick, State scored a 42 out
of 100 on the federal govern-
ment’s latest cybersecurity
report card, earning far lower
marks than the Office of Per-
sonnel Management, which
suffered a devastating breach
last year. State’s scores bested
only the Department of Health
and Human Services and the
Department of Housing and
Urban Development. State
Department officials complain
the grades are subjective.

The hack from Russia was
so deep that State’s email
system had to be cut off from
the Internet in March while
experts worked to eliminate
the infestation.

Clinton approved sig-
nificant increases in the State
Department’ information
technology budgets while
she was secretary, but senior
State Department officials say
she did not spend much time
on the department’s cyber
vulnerabilities. Her emails
show she was aware of State’s
technological shortcomings,
but was focused more on
diplomacy.

Clinton’s campaign staff
did not respond to repeated
and detailed requests for
comment.

Emails released by the
State Department from her
private server show Clinton
and her top aides viewed
the department’s informa-
tion technology systems as
substandard and worked to
avoid them.

Canada

Veering Left: Justin Trudeau
To Become New Prime Minister

BY ROB GILLIES
Associated Press

TORONTO — Canadians
voted for a sharp change in
their government Monday,
resoundingly ending Con-
servative Stephen Harper’s
attempt to shift the nation
to the right and returning a
legendary name for liberals,
Trudeau, to the prime minis-
ter’s office.

Justin Trudeau, the son
of late Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau, became Canada’s
new prime minister after his
Liberal Party won a majority
of Parliament’s 338 seats.

Trudeau, tall and trim at
43, channels the star power
— if not quite the political
heft — of his father, who
swept to power in 1968 on
a wave of support dubbed
“Trudeaumania.”

Pierre Trudeau, who
was prime minister until
1984 with a short interrup-
tion, remains one of the few
Canadian politicians known
in America, his charisma
often drawing comparisons
to John F. Kennedy. A bach-
elor when he became prime
minister, he dated actresses
Barbra Streisand and Kim
Cattrall.

Justin Trudeau, a former
school teacher and member
of Parliament since 2008, be-
comes the second youngest
prime minister in Canadian
history.

Trudeau, who has re-ener-
gized the Liberal Party since
its devastating electoral loss-
es four years ago, promises
to raise taxes on the rich and
run deficits for three years
to boost government spend-
ing. His late father, who took
office in 1968 and led Canada
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for most of
the next 16
years, is a
storied name
in Canadian
history, re-
sponsible for
the country’s
version of
the bill of
rights.

“We have a chance to
bring real change to Canada
and bring an end to the
Harper decade,” Trudeau
said in Harper’s adopted
home province of Alberta,
traditionally a Conservative
stronghold.

Canada has shifted to the
center-right under Harper,
who has lowered sales and
corporate taxes, avoided
climate change legislation
and clashed with the Obama
administration over the
Keystone XL pipeline.

The Trudeau victory will

N

Trudeau

ease tensions with the U.S.
Although Trudeau supports
the Keystone pipeline, he
argues relations should not
hinge on the project. Harper
has clashed with the Obama
administration over other
issues, including the recently
reached Iran nuclear deal.

Trudeau’s opponents
pilloried him as too inexperi-
enced, but Trudeau em-
braced his boyish image on
Election Day. Sporting jeans
and a varsity letter jacket, he
posed for a photo standing
on the thighs of two his col-
leagues to make a cheerlead-
ing pyramid, his campaign
plane in the backdrop with
“Trudeau 2015” painted in
large red letters.

Harper, 56, visited
districts he won in the 2011
election in an attempt to
hang onto them. On Satur-
day, he posed with Toronto’s
former crack-smoking mayor,

Rob Ford, in a conservative
suburb.

Hurt when Canada en-
tered a mild recession earlier
this year, Harper made a
controversy over the Is-
lamic face veil a focus of his
campaign, a decision his op-
ponents seized on to depict
him as a divisive leader.

“A sea of change here.
We are used to high tides
in Atlantic Canada. This is
not what we hoped for,”
said Peter MacKay, a former
senior Conservative cabinet
minister, shortly after polls
closed in Atlantic Canada.

Paula Mcelhinney, 52,
from Toronto, voted Liberal
to get rid of Harper.

“I want to get him out,
it’s about time we have a
new leader. It’s time for a
change,” she said.
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