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Kerry Mideast Mission Weighs Issues
JERUSALEM (AP) — John Kerry’s latest Mideast mission 

has aimed for the modest goal of easing tensions around Jeru-
salem’s most sensitive holy site — the focal point of more than 
a month of deadly unrest.

But the steps announced by the U.S. secretary of state over 
the weekend did little to address the deeper issues behind 
the fighting, disappointing the Palestinians and raising fears 
that even if calm is restored, it is just a matter of time before 
another round of violence erupts.

During a swing through the region, Kerry announced the 
steps on Saturday after several days of meetings with Israeli, 
Palestinian and Jordanian leaders. The highlight was a Jorda-
nian proposal to install surveillance cameras at the Jerusalem 
holy site that is known to Jews as the Temple Mount and to 
Muslims as the Noble Sanctuary.

More than a month of violence has been fueled by Pales-
tinian allegations that Israel is trying to change the delicate 
status quo at the site, which allows non-Muslims to visit but 
not pray.

The hilltop compound, home to the biblical Jewish Tem-
ples, is the holiest site in Judaism. Today, it is home to the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque compound, the third-holiest site in Islam and 
a potent Palestinian national symbol.

Poll: GOP Voters View Trump Electable
WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican voters view Donald 

Trump as their strongest general election candidate, accord-
ing to an Associated Press-GfK poll that highlights the sharp 
contrast between the party’s voters and its top profession-
als regarding the billionaire businessman’s ultimate political 
strength.

Seven in 10 Republican and Republican-leaning registered 
voters say Trump could win in November 2016 if he is nomi-
nated, and that’s the most who say so of any candidate. By 
comparison, 6 in 10 say the same for retired neurosurgeon Ben 
Carson, who, like Trump, has tapped into the powerful wave of 
antiestablishment anger defining the early phases of the 2016 
contest.

“It’s the lifelong establishment politicians on both sides 
that rub me the wrong way,” said registered Republican Joe 
Selig, a 60-year-old carpenter from Vallejo, California. “I think 
Trump is more electable. He’s strong. We need strength these 
days.”

Trump and Carson are considered among the least elect-
able general election candidates by the Republican Party’s 
professionals, those who are in the business of helping candi-
dates run campaigns and win elections.

Experienced political strategists note that winning a 
general election and winning the Republican nomination are 
often very different tasks. The GOP’s most conservative vot-
ers — a group that is older and whiter than the nation as a 
whole — wield extraordinary influence in picking the nominee. 
Independents, moderate voters and minorities are far more 
important in general elections that draw many more people to 
the polls.

Houston Votes Soon On LGBT Measure
HOUSTON (AP) — After a drawn-out showdown between 

Houston’s popular lesbian mayor and a coalition of conserva-
tive pastors, voters in the nation’s fourth-largest city will soon 
decide whether to establish nondiscrimination protections for 
gay and transgender people.

Nationwide, there’s interest in the Nov. 3 referendum: 
Confrontations over the same issue are flaring in many places, 
at the state and local level, now that nondiscrimination has 
replaced same-sex marriage as the No. 1 priority for the LGBT-
rights movement.

“The vote in Houston will carry national significance,” said 
Sarah Warbelow, legal director of the Human Rights Campaign, 
a national LGBT-rights group. She noted that Houston, with 2.2 
million residents, is more populous than 15 states.

The contested Houston Equal Rights Ordinance is a broad 
measure that would consolidate existing bans on discrimina-
tion tied to race, sex, religion and other categories in employ-
ment, housing and public accommodations, and extend such 
protections to gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgender 
people.

The outcome is considered uncertain. Two recent polls 
commissioned by Houston TV stations showed supporters of 
the ordinance with a slight lead, but each poll indicated that 
about one-fifth of likely voters were undecided.

Opponents Vow To Continue Fighting ACA
WASHINGTON (AP) — Opponents of President Barack 

Obama’s health care overhaul are taking yet another challenge 
to the law to the Supreme Court, and say they will be back 
with more if this one fails.

A new appeal being filed Monday by the Pacific Legal 
Foundation contends that the law violates the provision of the 
Constitution that requires tax-raising bills to originate in the 
House of Representatives.

Pacific Legal Foundation lawyer Timothy Sandefur said the 
problem with the law is just one example of how “Obamacare 
is so unconstitutional in so many ways.”

Sandefur said the justices will face one challenge to the law 
after another until it is significantly changed or repealed.

The court has twice turned back major challenges to the 
health care law, in opinions written by Chief Justice John 
Roberts in 2012 and in June. The court also has allowed 
family-owned businesses with religious objections to opt out 
of paying for contraceptives for women covered under their 
health plans. A related case involving faith-oriented colleges, 
hospitals and charities is pending.

Mexico’s Pacific Coast Area Hardest Hit
EL REBALSE, Mexico (AP) — The town square in El Rebalse 

is now an island amid Hurricane Patricia’s floodwaters, a place 
for Maria Santana Vazquez and her husband to rest Sunday 
after wading through water, at times chest deep, trying to 
return home.

All around, kids swam, a dog paddled and just before noon 
two high-clearance army transport trucks arrived — the first 
outside help since Patricia, the hemisphere’s strongest hur-
ricane on record, roared in Friday night and washed out the 
only paved road into town.

While Mexico for the most part was relieved that the 
storm caused no fatalities and only marginal damage in the 
resort of Puerto Vallarta and the principle port of Manzanillo, 
the sparsely populated zone of Pacific coast where Patricia 
delivered its fury was only beginning to assess the full damage 
Sunday.

President Enrique Pena Nieto said Saturday that 3,000 to 
3,500 homes were damaged and about 8,650 acres of farmland 
were hurt. 

Woman Faces Murder 
Charges In Parade Crash
BY JUSTIN JUOZAPAVICIUS
Associated Press

STILLWATER, Okla. — A woman faces 
second-degree murder charges after 
authorities said she plowed a car into the 
crowd at an Oklahoma State University 
homecoming parade, killing four people, 
including a toddler.

Adacia Chambers, a 25-year-old resi-
dent of the college town, was arrested af-
ter the Saturday crash on a driving while 
under the influence charge, and Stillwater 
police said Sunday she was being held on 
four additional counts of second-degree 
murder.

Police did not elaborate on the new 
charges in a statement announcing them, 
and a spokesman did not return repeated 
messages seeking comment. Officials with 
the Payne County district attorney’s office 
couldn’t immediately be reached.

Chambers’ attorney Tony Coleman 
said that his client may suffer from a 
mental illness. He also said she did not 
smell of alcohol when he met her hours 
after the crash. Police are awaiting blood 
tests to determine if she was impaired by 
drugs or alcohol.

“I absolutely can rule out alcohol,” 
Coleman told a press conference in Okla-
homa City, adding that he had spoken 
to her aunt, grandmother and boyfriend 
and all had said she was not drinking. He 
added it was his opinion that she suffers 
from a mental illness and said there were 
warning signs from her behavior before 
the crash, including an inability to sleep.

“She doesn’t remember a whole lot 
about what happened. There was a period 
where I think ... she could have even 
blacked out,” Coleman said. Chambers 
only recalls people removing her from 

the car and being extremely confused, he 
said.

Messages to Stillwater police seek-
ing comment on Chambers’ statements 
weren’t immediately returned.

Chambers’ father, Floyd Chambers of 
Oologah, told The Oklahoman newspaper 
Saturday he couldn’t believe his daughter 
was involved and said she was not an 
alcoholic. Floyd Chambers couldn’t be 
reached for comment Sunday by The As-
sociated Press.

Witnesses of the crash described a 
scene of chaos as bodies flew into the air 
from the impact and landed on the road. 
Three adults and a 2-year-old boy, who 
wasn’t immediately identified, were killed 
and at least 46 others were hurt, including 
at least four critically injured. Hospitals 
initially said five were critically injured, 
but one of those was upgraded to fair 
condition on Sunday.

The dead adults were identified as Na-
kita Prabhakar Nakal, 23, an MBA student 
from India at the University of Central 
Oklahoma in Edmond, and a married cou-
ple, Bonnie Jean Stone and Marvin Lyle 
Stone, both 65, of Stillwater. Marvin Stone 
was a retired professor of agricultural 
engineering, who had been popular with 
students, a colleague said.

“He was loved by students and one 
of the best teachers we had,” said Ron 
Elliott, the former head of the Biosystems 
and Agricultural Engineering Depart-
ment at OSU. “He just really had a gift for 
connecting with students and helping 
them learn,” Elliott said in a telephone 
interview.

A man who was standing next to one 
of the critically injured at the parade said 
he recalls a sound and then Leo Schmitz, 
his stepfather, was gone.

Mark McNitt said he went to the pa-
rade with his wife, mother and stepfather.

“All I remember is a gush of wind and 
then the sound, and then Leo, who was 
standing next to me, wasn’t standing 
next to me,” said McNitt, whose leg was 
slightly injured. McNitt was overcome by 
emotion at times as he spoke to a press 
conference at the University of Oklahoma 
Medical Center, where Schmitz was being 
treated.

Konda Walker, an OSU graduate 
who was in Stillwater with her sister to 
celebrate homecoming, said she was only 
about 50 feet from the crash scene.

She said it took her a few seconds to 
process what had happened. There were 
bodies and injured people lying “all over 
the place,” Walker said.

“One woman was a crumpled mess 
on the road. They turned her over and 
started CPR. We realized she didn’t make 
it,” she said.

Among the injured were nine children 
10 years old or younger.

At the corner of the intersection 
where the suspect’s car came to a stop, 
a makeshift memorial continued to grow 
Sunday with balloons, flowers, stuffed 
teddy bears and candles with black and 
orange ribbons tied around them, for the 
school’s colors. A handmade sign read, 
“It’s always darkest before dawn. Stay 
strong.”

Anthea Lewis had tears in her eyes as 
she placed a child’s hat with an Oklahoma 
State University logo at the base of the 
memorial.

One of the injured had been a baby 
sitter for Lewis, she said.

“I’ve lived here my whole life and this 
blows my mind,” she said. “This is some-
thing that doesn’t happen in Stillwater.”

Gridiron Tragedy

ERIN GALLAGHER/DAILY SOUTHTOWN/TNS
Friends and family gather at Rich Central High School on Saturday to remember Bogan High School football player An-
dre Smith, 17, who died the day before after sustaining a hit in a football game against Chicago Vocational High School 
in Chicago. 

Radioactive Dump That Burned Had Past Troubles
BY KEN RITTER
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — The opera-
tor of a closed radioactive 
waste dump that caught fire 
in southern Nevada had trou-
ble over the years with leaky 
shipments and oversight so 
lax that employees took con-
taminated tools and building 
materials home, according to 
state and federal records.

The firm, now called US 
Ecology Inc., had its license 
suspended for mishandling 
shipments in the 1970s — 
about the same time that 
state officials say the material 
that exploded and burned 
last weekend was accepted 
and buried.

Nevada now has owner-
ship and oversight of the 
property, which opened in 
1962 near Beatty as the na-
tion’s first federally licensed 
low-level radioactive waste 
dump and closed in 1992. 
State officials said this week 
they didn’t immediately know 
what blew up.

A soundless 40-second 
video turned over by US Ecol-
ogy to state officials showed 
bursts of white smoke and dirt 

flying from several explosions 
on Oct. 18 from the dump in 
the brown desert about 110 
miles northwest of Las Vegas.

A state fire inspector, Mar-
tin Azevedo, surveyed the site 
on Wednesday.

His report, obtained Friday 
by The Associated Press, 
described moisture in the pit 
and “heavily corroded” 55-gal-
lon drums in and around the 
20-foot-by-30-foot crater. De-
bris from the blast spread 190 
feet. Two drums were found 
outside the fence line.

Jon Bakkedahl, state radia-
tion control supervisor, said 
previously the material that 
exploded was probably buried 
in the mid-1970s.

Federal records say 4.7 
million cubic feet of materials 
was buried before the 40-acre 
waste site closed. Officials 
say there are 22 trenches up 
to 100 feet deep and 800 feet 
long, with pits capped by up 
to 10 feet of clay and dirt.

The permit was for low-
level solid radioactive waste, 
including contaminated tools, 
protective clothing, machine 
parts, medical items and labo-
ratory supplies.

US Ecology, which was 
formerly known as Nuclear 

Engineering Co., said this 
week the Nevada radiological 
waste facility operated “under 
a different name and differ-
ent ownership,” and referred 
questions about the fire to 
state officials. Nuclear Engi-
neering Co. changed its name 
in 1981 to US Ecology.

The company today has 15 
hazardous materials treat-
ment, storage and disposal 
facilities around the country 
— including a 40-acre hazard-
ous materials dump accept-
ing toxic polychlorinated 
biphenyls, or PCBs, adjacent 
to the closed Beatty radioac-
tive disposal site.

“We offer a service that 
is required for businesses to 
comply with complex state 
and federal regulatory require-
ments that were established 
to ensure waste is managed 
safely and properly,” company 
spokesman Dave Crumrine 
said in email replies to ques-
tions.

Nevada state emergency 
management chief Caleb Cage 
said operating records for the 
damaged trench, No. 14, were 
in Department of Health and 
Human Services archives and 
weren’t immediately available.

The scramble to find the 

paperwork illustrates prob-
lems posed by lax regulation 
and oversight in the years 
before and immediately after 
the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency was es-
tablished in 1972. The Beatty 
dump is not an EPA superfund 
cleanup site.

“Regulations and waste 
management practices have 
evolved since the 1960s and 
70s,” a US Ecology statement 
noted.

Former Nevada Gov. 
Robert List ordered the Beatty 
low-level waste facility shut 
down in 1979 and launched a 
probe after a radioactive cargo 
fire on a truck parked on U.S. 
Highway 95 at the facility gate.

The fire came three years 
after employees were dis-
missed for pilfering radioac-
tive building materials, tools 
and even a portable cement 
mixer, according to a 1994 
report prepared by the Idaho 
National Engineering Labora-
tory.

Operations at Beatty 
resumed “only after assur-
ance was given by the federal 
government that the rules 
governing shipments ... would 
be enforced,” according to the 
Idaho lab report.


