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AP: Troops Thought Hospital Was Overrun

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Army Green Berets who re-
quested the Oct. 3 airstrike on the Doctors without Borders
trauma center in Afghanistan were aware it was a function-
ing hospital but believed it was under Taliban control, The
Associated Press has learned.

The new information adds to a body of evidence that
the internationally run medical facility site was familiar to
the U.S. military, raising questions about whether the deci-
sion to attack it violated international law.

A day before an American AC-130 gunship attacked the
hospital, a senior officer in the Green Beret unit wrote in
areport that U.S. forces had discussed the hospital with
the country director of the medical charity group, presum-
ably in Kabul, according to two people who have seen the
document.

The attack left a mounting death toll, now up to 30
people.

Separately, in the days before the attack, “an official in
Washington” asked Doctors without Borders “whether our
hospital had a large group of Taliban fighters in it,” spokes-
man Tim Shenk said in an email. “We replied that this was
not the case. We also stated that we were very clear with
both sides to the conflict about the need to respect medi-
cal structures.”

UN: Processed Meats Linked To Cancer

PARIS (AP) — Bacon, hot dogs and cold cuts are under
fire: The World Health Organization threw its global weight
behind years of experts’ warnings and declared Monday
that processed meats raise the risk of colon and stomach
cancer and that red meat is probably harmful, too.

Meat producers are angry, vegetarians are feeling vindi-
cated, and cancer experts are welcoming the most compre-
hensive pronouncement yet on the relation between our
modern meat-eating lifestyles and cancer.

The WHO'’s International Agency for Research on Cancer
in Lyon, France, analyzed decades of research and for the
first time put processed meats in the same danger category
as smoking or ashestos. That doesn’t mean salami is as bad
as cigarettes, only that there’s a confirmed link to cancer.
And even then, the risk is small.

The results aren’t that shocking in the U.S., where many
parents fret over chemicals in cured meats and the Ameri-
can Cancer Society has long cautioned against eating too
much steak and deli.

But the U.N. agency’s findings could shake up public
health attitudes elsewhere, such as European countries
where sausages are savored and smoked ham is a national
delicacy.

Poll: Hispanics Not Swayed By Trump

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Republican front-runner Donald
Trump is widely unpopular among the nation’s Hispanics,
a new AP-GfK poll finds, challenging the billionaire’s oft-
repeated assertion that he will win the Hispanic vote if he
becomes his party’s nominee.

The survey finds many of the Republican candidates
running for president would probably struggle to win sig-
nificant support among Hispanics in a general election. Jeb
Bush and Marco Rubio are their favorites, but even they
are a hard sell, the poll suggests.

Even so, most in the field are unknown to enough His-
panics that they might have a shot at proving themselves.

That’s a particular struggle for Trump, who began his
campaign for president by calling some immigrants from
Mexico rapists and has vowed to deport all of the esti-
mated 11 million people living in the country illegally if he
is elected president. Trump is viewed unfavorably by 72
percent of Hispanics, with 6 in 10 having a very unfavora-
ble opinion of him, the AP-G{K poll finds. Only 11 percent
view him favorably.

Netanyahu Orders Residency Review

JERUSALEM (AP) — Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu has ordered a review of the status of certain Palestin-
ian neighborhoods in east Jerusalem, an official confirmed
Monday, a decision that could potentially strip tens of
thousands of Palestinians of their Israeli residency rights.

Such a move is unlikely to overcome Israeli legal hur-
dles, but the very prospect has unnerved Palestinians in
the city. The review comes after weeks of Israeli-Palestinian
violence, much of it concentrated in east Jerusalem, the
section of the city claimed by the Palestinians for their
future capital. Many of the Palestinian attackers involved in
deadly assaults came from east Jerusalem neighborhoods.
Any move to change the status of the city’s Palestinians
would threaten unleashing new unrest and draw interna-
tional condemnations.

The current round of violence began last month with
clashes at Jerusalem’s most sensitive holy site, a hilltop
compound in the Old City that is revered by Jews and
Muslims. The clashes quickly spread to other areas of
east Jerusalem, across Israel and into the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. In all, 10 Israelis have been killed, mostly in
stabbings, while 52 Palestinians, including 30 identified by
Israel as attackers, have been killed by Israeli fire. Palestin-
ian neighborhoods in east Jerusalem have experienced fre-
quent clashes between stone-throwing youths and Israeli
security forces.

The Israeli official said that Netanyahu recently ordered
a review of Palestinian neighborhoods located outside of
Israel’s West Bank separate barrier. Roughly-one third of
the city’s Palestinian population, about 100,000 people, live
outside the barrier.

5 Britons Killed After Whale Vessel Sinks

TOFINO, British Columbia (AP) — Five British nationals
died when a whale watching boat with 27 people on board
sank off Vancouver Island, the British Foreign Minister said
Monday. One person was missing and the rest were res-
cued, some by members of the local aboriginal community
who rushed to help.

The cause of the sinking remained a mystery. The boat
made a mayday call late Sunday afternoon on a calm, clear
and sunny day off Tofino, a popular destination for whale
watchers, the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre said.

Government investigators were not expected to arrive
until Monday afternoon in Tofino, a remote community of
about 2,000 people at the very tip of a peninsula some 200
miles (320 kilometers) northwest of Victoria, the capital
of British Columbia. Jamie Bray, the owner of the com-
pany that operates the boat, said he is cooperating with
investigators to determine what happened but they don’t
know the cause. The company’s director of operations,
Corene Inouye, said it happened so quickly the crew didn’t
have an opportunity to send out a mayday. The crew used
flares from the water which attracted the attention of local
aboriginal fishermen.

Boehner Pushes Last Deal On Budget

WASHINGTON (AP) — Speaker John Boehner is pressing
ahead with one last deal as he heads for the exits, pushing
to finalize a far-reaching, two-year budget agreement with
President Barack Obama before handing Congress’ top job
over to Rep. Paul Ryan this week, congressional officials
said Monday.

The budget pact, in concert with a must-pass increase
in the federal borrowing limit, would solve the thorniest is-
sues awaiting Ryan, R-Wis., who is set to be elected speaker
on Thursday. It would also take budget showdowns and
government shutdown fights off the table until after the
2016 presidential election, a potential boon to Republican
candidates who might otherwise face uncomfortable ques-
tions about messes in the GOP-led Congress.

Oklahoma State Crash

Prosecutor Says Driver
Went Around Barricade

BY JUSTIN JUOZAPAVICIUS
Associated Press

STILLWATER, Okla. — A woman ac-
cused of driving her car into a crowd of
people at Oklahoma State University’s
homecoming parade ran a red light,
“purposely” went around a barricade
and drove over a police motorcycle
before crashing into the spectators, a
prosecutor said Monday.

“The evidence suggests this was an
intentional act, not an accident,” Payne
County District Attorney Laura Thomas
said in a public statement. The driver’s
actions demonstrate “a depraved mind
and indifference to human life.”

At a bail hearing, the district attor-
ney told the judge that Adacia Cham-
bers is “looking at four life sentences” if
convicted in the deaths of four people
who were hit.

Special District Judge Katherine

Thomas granted the
request for $1 million
bail and ordered a psy-
chological evaluation
for Chambers, who is
being held on prelimi-
nary counts of second-
degree murder.

“This was a well-
known parade day and
route, and these in-
nocents were visible from a substantial
distance,” the district attorney said in
the statement.

The suspect appeared at Monday’s
hearing via video. The only time she
spoke was to say “yes” when the judge
asked if she could hear her.

Prosecutors asked for more time to
interview the dozens of witnesses who
were at the scene Saturday and said
one of the injured is in a “fragile” state,
which could lead to more charges.

Chambers

In Oklahoma, second-degree murder
charges are warranted when some-
one acts in a way that’s “imminently
dangerous to another person” but does
so without premeditation. Each count
is punishable by at least 10 years in
prison.

Chambers, 25, of Stillwater, has yet
to be formally charged — a step that
requires prosecutors to file additional
documents in court.

The judge scheduled the next hear-
ing for Nov. 13.

After the hearing, Chambers’ at-
torney, Tony Coleman, said when he
told Chambers about the deaths, “her
face was blank.” He said he was not
sure Chambers is aware that she’s in
jail. Chambers had yet to ask to see her
parents or boyfriend.

Police are awaiting blood tests to
determine whether she was impaired
by drugs or alcohol.

Afghanistan/Pakistan

Earthquake Kills More Than 260

BY LYNNE O’DONNELL
Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A
massive earthquake struck
remote and impoverished
regions of northern Afghani-
stan and Pakistan on Monday,
killing at least 263 people
as it shook buildings across
South Asia and knocked out
power and communications
to already-isolated areas.

The 7.5-magnitude quake
was centered deep beneath
the Hindu Kush mountains
in Afghanistan’s sparsely
populated Badakhshan prov-
ince, which borders Pakistan,
Tajikistan and China, the U.S.
Geological Survey said.

In the Afghan capital of
Kabul, buildings shook for up
to 45 seconds, walls cracked
and cars rolled in the streets
as electricity went out.
Frightened workers who had
just returned from lunch also
rushed from swaying build-
ings in the Pakistani capital
of Islamabad and to the south
in the Indian capital of New
Delhi.

“I was praying when the
massive earthquake rattled
my home. I came out in a
panic,” said Munir Anwar
of Liaquat Pur in Pakistan’s
eastern Punjab province.

At least 228 people were
killed in Pakistan, with more
than 1,000 injured, while
Afghan officials reported
33 dead and more than 200
injured, and authorities in the
Indian-controlled Kashmir re-
gion reported two deaths. Of-
ficials expected the casualty
toll to rise as they reached
the remote areas.

Authorities struggled to
reach the hardest-hit areas
in Afghanistan near the epi-
center, located 73 kilometers
(45 miles) south of Fayzabad,
the capital of Badakhshan
province.

Abdul Humayoon Dehqan,
the head of the National
Disaster Management Author-
ity’s provincial office, said
he knew of only 12 dead and
20 injured in the province,
mostly in collapsed buildings,
and that his teams would not
reach affected areas until
Tuesday morning to get a bet-
ter count.

Despite vast mineral
deposits, Badakhshan is
one of Afghanistan’s poorest
provinces. It is often hit by

earthquakes, but casualty fig-
ures are usually low because
it is so sparsely populated,
with fewer than 1 million
people spread across its vast
mountains and valleys. It also
suffers from floods, snow-
storms and mudslides.

Taliban-led insurgents
have used its remote valleys
as cover recently to seize
districts as they spread their
footprint across the country.
Dehqgan said some districts
remain under Taliban control
“and we don’t know how we
will be able to help people in
those areas.”

In Takhar province, west
of Badakhshan, 12 students at
a girls’ school were killed in
a stampede as they fled shak-
ing buildings, said Sonatul-
lah Taimor, the spokesman
for the provincial governor.
Another 42 girls were taken
to a hospital in the provincial
capital of Talugan.

Afghanistan’s Chief
Executive Abdullah Abdul-
lah convened an emergency
meeting of disaster officials
and urged them to ensure
that people were prepared
for aftershocks. That could
mean many hundreds would
be forced to sleep outdoors
in nighttime temperatures
dropping below freezing. He
instructed doctors and hospi-
tals to be prepared to receive
casualties.
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AHMAD SIDIQUE/XINHUA/ZUMA PRESS/TNS
Pakistani people transfer an injured man to a hospital after a severe earthquake Monday
in northwest Pakistan’s Peshawar.

President Ashraf Ghani
sent condolences to those
who lost relatives and prop-

erty and appointed an “assess-

ment committee” to ensure
emergency relief reached the
needy as soon as possible, his
office said.

The U.S. said it has emer-
gency shelters and relief sup-
ply kits stored in warehouses
throughout Afghanistan that
could be used.

White House spokesman
Josh earnest says the U.S.
government has been in touch
with officials in Afghanistan
and Pakistan and is ready to
provide any additional sup-
port.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, who was com-
pleting a trip to the U.S., said
in a televised comment from
London that he planned to fly
to the quake-affected region
Tuesday. He called the quake
a “tragedy,” saying most of the
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casualties and damage were
reported in remote areas in
the country’s northwest.

Pakistan’s army chief, Gen.
Raheel Sharif, ordered troops
to the areas, the military said.

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had contacted
Sharif to offer help, Pakistani
state-run media said. Pakistani
TV said Sharif thanked Modi
for the offer but provided no
further details.

Pakistan will not issue any
appeals to the international
community for help as the
country has the required
resources to carry out the
rescue and relief work, said
Information Minister Pervez
Rashid.

“We have enough resourc-
es to handle the situation. Our
top priority is to help those
affected because of the earth-
quake,” Rashid told a news
conference.
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