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Certification Reimbursement Date Near
PIERRE — The South Dakota Department of Agriculture
(SDDA) reminds the state’s organic producers that funds are
available to reimburse them for their certification cost. The
application deadline is Nov. 15, 2015, for fees incurred before
the end of September of this year.
The program includes multiple scopes within each operation. National Organic Program certification is required.
Reimbursement can be for up to 75 percent of the cost, not
to exceed $750, per scope. Diverse operations may receive
funds for up to four different scopes.
According to the National Ag Statistics Service, nearly
80,000 acres qualified for the organic distinction in South
Dakota in 2014. Of the 80 organic farms, half report sales
between $100,000 and $500,000 annually. Most all the operations have a crop focus, while a handful also include certification for livestock.
Grant information and an application are available on
SDDA’s website. For more information, call Ag Development
representative Bob Weyrich at 605-431-8002.
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David Strawn, 79, is a retired Brevard-Seminole circuit judge and president of Deep Creek Farm in DeLeon Springs, Fla.
He raises grassfed cattle and sells the meat directly to consumers.

Grass-Fed Beef Fills
A Market Niche

Show’s Purebred Livestock Entries Due
SIOUX FALLS — Purebred cattle entries for the 2016 Sioux
Empire Farm Show must be postmarked by Nov. 15. The 62nd
annual Sioux Empire Farm Show, sponsored by the Sioux
Falls Area Chamber of Commerce, will be held Tuesday, Jan.
26, through Saturday, Jan. 30, 2016.
Six breeds will be shown at the 2016 show. The Angus and
Simmental breeds will show and sell Wednesday; Hereford,
Limousin, Red Angus and Charolais breeds will show and sell
Thursday. The champion bull and female from each of the
breeds will stand on Supreme Row until Friday, Jan. 29 when
they will be judged. The winners will be presented to the general public attending the Mayor’s Round-Up & Sale of Champions later that evening at the Best Western PLUS Ramkota
Exhibit Hall. The $12,000 Supreme Row purse is sponsored by
the Tri-State Neighbor as the gold sponsor, Wells Fargo Bank
South Dakota, N.A. as the silver sponsor and Campbell Supply Co. as the bronze sponsor. The purse is divided between
the sellers and buyers of the Supreme Champion bull and
female over all breeds.
The 63rd annual Sioux Empire Farm Show will be held at
the W. H. Lyon Fairgrounds Expo Building, Sioux Falls Arena,
Sioux Falls Convention Center and the Denny Sanford PREMIER Center. The Sioux Empire Farm Show features livestock
shows and sales and commercial exhibits. Admission is free.
All livestock events will be held at the W.H. Lyon Fairgrounds.
The Agri-Business Division of the Sioux Falls Area Chamber of Commerce sponsors the show. For livestock entry
information contact Cindy Christensen at (605) 373-2016 or
email cchristensen@siouxfalls.com. For more information
about the show, visit www.siouxempirefarmshow.org.

Swine Industry Audit Workshops Slated
BROOKINGS — United States pork producers are committed to producing the highest quality and safest pork in the
world. In 2014, the National Pork board and various industry
leaders created the new Common Swine Industry Audit to
avoid duplication of packer audits.
“Like PQA PLUS, the Common Swine Industry Audit emphasizes food safety and animal well-being, but it goes much
more in-depth on many of the criteria,” explained Bob Thaler,
Professor & SDSU Extension Swine Specialist.
While the Common Swine Industry Audit is a voluntary
program, most packers are requiring producers to take part
in the Common Swine Industry Audit program.
COMMON SWINE INDUSTRY AUDIT 101
A third party trained auditor will come to a producer’s
farm and evaluate their records, Standard Operating Procedures or SOPs, safety documents, etc. Also, the auditor and
producer will walk through the entire operation and assess
animal welfare, animal handling, worker training and the
environment that the pigs live in.
The entire audit is based on a point system with a
potential for a total of 457 points. Individual packers set the
minimum points they want their producers to achieve.
Are you ready for the audit? To help producers prepare
for the Common Swine Industry Audit, SDSU Extension created a two hour training program that covers everything a
producer will need to successfully complete the audit.
Participants will receive a 3-ring binder with the templates and examples of all the records, SOP’s, etc. that they
will have to provide to the auditor. Producers will also learn
what things the auditor will be evaluating on the walkthrough and what is acceptable and unacceptable.
DATES & LOCATIONS
Three training sessions are scheduled for this fall, and
will run from 2-4 p.m.
• Aberdeen, Nov. 18 — The training will be held at the
SDSU Extension Regional Center in Aberdeen
• Huron, Dec. 7 — The training will be held at the Crossroads Convention Center
• Freeman, Dec. 17 — The training will be held at the
Prairie House restaurant.
Registration for the event will cover the cost of the binders and material. Enrollment is limited to the first 30 people
per site.
To enroll or for more information, contact Heidi Carroll,
SDSU Extension Livestock Stewardship Associate, Heidi.Carroll@sdstate.edu; 605-688-6623 or Bob Thaler, Robert.Thaler@
sdstate.edu; 605-688-5435 and let them know which site you’d
like to attend.

of grass-fed beef are overblown.
“There’s little definitive data to suggest grass-fed beef is healthier for you,”
said Chad Carr, an associate professor
in the university’s department of animal
sciences. “Both are an excellent source
of dietary protein.”
One thing is clear: Grass-fed meat
usually is more expensive — sometimes twice as much per pound. That’s
because small producers need more
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lawmakers.
“Don’t call about broad
issues. Call about specific
legislation,” she said, adding
that as few as 10 calls on a
certain angle of an issue can
change a lawmaker’s stance.
It’s not unusual for farmers to be intimidated by making a phone call, but hearing
a voice gives more meaning
to a story than reading it in
an email, Lipstreu said.
To give an overview of
a typical phone call to a
lawmaker’s office, Lipstreu
introduced Jazz Glastra, a
college intern who worked

with Lipstreu over the
summer. Glastra said that
one of the lawmaker’s aides
typically answer the phone.
The person calling in needs
to remember to give the aide
his or her name, residence,
any relevant association
affiliations and the reason
for the call, citing a specific
piece of legislation, before
giving a personal story and
a statement as to why that
lawmaker should care about
your story.
“This doesn’t have to be
an intimidating experience,”
Glastra said, though she did
admit that the first couple of
phone calls do feel awkward.
The aide who takes the
phone call is generally able
to help the caller through

the process. The aide will
take notes as the caller talks,
before thanking the caller
and hanging up the phone.
Other tips from Glastra
included writing down talking
points and being prepared
to give an introduction in a
voicemail, with the caller’s
name and phone number, so
that his or her story can be
told when the aide calls back.
“The more you make
those calls, the more you
interact, the easier,” Lipstreu
said.

No matter what, farmer
advocacy is becoming an
ever-increasing need in
agriculture to ensure that
farmers – who are in the
minority of the total U.S.
population – are able to keep
their rights as to how to do
their business.
“We have so many pressing issues around agriculture
and food policy right now,”
Lipstreu said.

Melody Hohn

Ross’ topic will be

“Estate Planning
Essentials: Wills, Trusts
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Predators, Creditors
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Ross practices law in Yankton, SD
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College Financial
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An Independent Firm

David is a Financial Planner
located in Yankton, SD

Securities offered through
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC
Raymond James is not affiliated with Den Herder Law Office, P.C. or its associates.

You are cordially
invited to attend a
FREE Seminar
in Yankton on
Saturday,
November 7, 2015
from 10am to Noon.
Please call
665-0494 or 689-2222
to reserve seating
which is limited.
Complimentary refreshments and pastries available.

Advisor, Investments & Planning

Congratulations to Melody Hohn on 10 years
with First National Bank. We appreciate Melody’s
dedication to her clients over the years and look
forward to working with her in the future.

P: 605-995-1229
E: mhohn@fnni.com
www.fnntrustco.com
210 N. Lawler, Mitchell, SD 57301
Securities offered through Raymond James Financial
Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC, and are not insured
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guaranteed by the bank, and are subject to risks, including
the possible loss of principal. Raymond James is not
affiliated with First National Bank or First National
Wealth Management.
Investment Products Are Not FDIC Insured - May Go Down
in Value • Not a Deposit • Not Guaranteed By the Bank •
Not Insured By Any Federal Government Agency

