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hat began as just a fun time jam-
ming together for the members of
legendary Hartington-based rock
band Quazy has — for the second
time — evolved into stepping on
stage to share their love of rock
music and performing with each
other.

“It started out as us just wanting to
get together every couple of months
to jam and have fun,” said Ken

Noecker, bass player for the band. “We always
enjoy getting together. We are always excited
when we know it is rehearsal weekend.”

Quazy, which began jamming in garages and
vacant houses in the 1970s, grew into one of the
most popular and enduring bands ever produced
in Nebraska, being enshrined in the state Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in 2007.

The band, which performs only occasionally
these days, is ready to rock at Rockin’ Ribfest
this Saturday in Yankton. They are slated to take
the stage at 9 p.m.

“This is about the third incarnation of Quazy;
really, the first was just a practice band,” said
Chris Kathol, who handles vocal and guitar
duties. “It has only been about three different
groups over the years.”

The band got its start in 1974 with Craig
Jensen, Harley Zumbrum, Kathol and Noecker. It
evolved soon after when Rick Pearson joined the
band, giving it a unique two-drummer approach to
their music. 

During its heyday, Quazy sometimes performed
20 or more shows a month, traveling across South
Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, Wyoming and
North Dakota. 

“There is a lot of history in these books,”
Pearson said as he paged through photo albums,
day planners and memorabilia that the group
shared with the Press and Dakotan recently. “We
actually have a captain’s log that we have from
when we were traveling that everyone wrote in
each day.”

The books, filled with images and scribbles in
the calendars, attest to the following that the had
group developed and the demands that came with
it.

“We were all over South Dakota. Considering
we came from Nebraska, we probably played in
about every town in South Dakota,” Pearson said.
“We played a lot at The Main Gate, a bar in down-
town Sioux Falls. We would play all week back
then. We played a lot in Yankton in the Lava Room
and at the old Armory. We played a lot at the
scramblers at the fundraising concerts they had.

At the ‘D’ (Lazy D), we were privileged to be the
first rock band to play there and the last when
they closed last spring.”

That history and the longevity of men who
were able to stay friends even as the band separat-
ed and went their own directions, is something
uncommon in music.

Zumbrum, for instance, headed out to
Hollywood.

“Did you ever see Harley on ‘Young and the
Restless’?” Pearson asked. 

After he left Quazy, Zumbrum traveled with

other bands before finally, in his mid-30s, he hit
the West Coast to try his hand in acting.

“I was beat up and killed a lot in Hollywood,”
he joked. “I had a good run out there.”

Some of the movies on his IMDB filmography
include “Con Air” and “Jack Frost.” His TV work
included “According to Jim,” “Charmed,” “Malcolm
in the Middle” and “The George Lopez Show.”

As for the other members of the band, their so-
called “real lives” include being a physical thera-
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SINGLE TICKET SUNDAYS

10 WINNERS WILL SHARE $1000
Every Sunday you must earn 20 points while playing 
slots and redeem your single ticket at the Player’s 
Club booth for your chance to win $100 in cash.
Drawings will be held hourly from 1pm to 10pm.
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WE’LL MATCH THE POINTS YOU EARN FROM 8 A.M.
TO 8 P.M.! ALL PLAYERS WILL RECEIVE DOUBLE 
POINTS WHILE PLAYING SLOTS ONLY.

DOUBLE POINT TUESDAYS

Wednesday is Senior Day!
SENIORS 50 AND OVER ... THIS DAY IS JUST FOR YOU!
Play any slot machine or table game and we will 
randomly select a $25 senior winner every 1/2 hour 
from 12:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

3 Miles East of Fort Randall Dam on Hwy 46 • 1-605-487-7871 or 1-800-362-6333 • www.fortrandall.com

CHECK OUT FRIDAY NIGHT FEVER FOR GUYS AND GALS!
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Win a new 550 Arctic Cat Camouflage ATV! 
Participate on qualifying Thursday’s in September 
and October in our Fall Cash Giveaway promotion 
by playing Slots, Blackjack, Poker and Bingo.

One winner will be drawn each hour from 8 PM - 10 
PM. Three winners will receive a cash prize of $250!

Drawings Dates: 
Sept. 16, 23 & 30
Oct. 7, 14, 21 & 28

Drawing Times: 
8 PM | 9 PM | 10 PM

Got the Fever? Stop by the Player’s Club on Friday’s 
during September and October from 7 PM - 9:45 PM 
to pick up one FREE entry for a chance to win up to 
$100. You can also earn more chances while playing 

slots or table games.

Drawing Dates:
September 17 & 24  

October 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Drawing Times:
Guys: 7, 8, 9 & 10 PM    

Ladies: 7:30, 8:30, 9:30 & 10:30 PM
All winners will spin the wheel for a chance to win up to 

$100 in cash. Must be a Player’s Club member to participate.

TV Listings
InsideRiverCity
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Quazy
Legendary Area
Rockers Set To

Light Up Ribfest
Saturday Night
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ABOVE: The Hartington-based rock band Quazy — from left: Rick Pearson,
Ken Noecker, Harley Zumbrum, Chris Kathol and Jay Gilbertson — is the
featured performer at Saturday’s Rockin’ Ribfest in Yankton. The band
gained immense popularity in the 1970s and 1980s, and was inducted into
the Nebraska Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2007. After disbanding for sev-
eral years, the members have gravitated back together to jam and play
occasional live gigs. (Kelly Hertz/P&D) RIGHT: A publicity shot of Quazy
during its heyday in the late 1970s. Pictured below left is original band
member Craig Jensen, who currently lives in California and is battling can-
cer. Gilbertson was invited aboard in early 2009 to help fill out the band’s
guitar sound. (Courtesy photo)
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