
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Holdout wide
receiver Vincent Jackson remains
the property of the San Diego
Chargers despite his agent saying he
had deals in place with several
teams before the Wednesday dead-
line.

Agent Neil Schwartz said he
heard from multiple general man-
agers, whom he declined to identify,
that the Chargers were asking for
“wholly unreasonable” compensa-
tion for Jackson, a Pro Bowl player
who had two straight 1,000-yard sea-
sons. Schwartz said another GM told
him that Chargers general manager
A.J. Smith seemed to be “squatting”
on Jackson.

“Archie Manning had it right
about this organization,” Schwartz

said.
He was referring to when

Manning had agent Tom Condon
contact the Chargers days before
the 2004 draft to ask that the team
not take his son, Eli, with the first
pick. Smith did anyway, then
swapped Manning’s rights to the
New York Giants for the rights to
Philip Rivers and several draft picks.

“Multiple teams have told me
that they can’t get a deal done with
A.J. and some of the teams have
referred to A.J. as ‘The Lord of No
Rings,’ “ Schwartz said. “That’s how
they characterized him.”

North County Times columnist
Jay Paris dubbed Smith “The Lord of
No Rings” after Eli Manning and Ben
Roethlisberger, the other members

of the Big Three QBs of the 2004
draft class, led their teams to Super
Bowl victories. Rivers and Smith
have yet to make it to a Super Bowl.

Smith, who has a history of hard-
ball dealings with players, didn’t
return a call seeking comment.

Schwartz said the legal language
with one team was already drawn up
and ready for Jackson to read and
sign. That was a one-year deal with
an option, with an average salary of
more than $9 million. Schwartz
declined to identify that team. It was
widely reported that the Minnesota
Vikings were a major suitor.

Under terms of a deal arranged
by the NFL and the players’ union,
Jackson had to sign a new contract

by 4 p.m. EDT Wednesday in order
to play for a new team in Week 5.
Now, he’ll have to finish serving the
remainder of his three-game suspen-
sion for violating the NFL’s sub-
stance abuse policy — he pleaded
guilty in February to his second DUI
since 2006 — and serve a three-
game suspension on the roster
exempt list if he does sign.

Had a deal been done before the
deadline, Jackson would have been
placed on the Commissioner
Exempt list for three games, retroac-
tive to Game 2. That essentially
would have rolled six games worth
of suspensions into four games.

Those suspensions seem to be
moot because Schwartz said it’s

unlikely Jackson will play this sea-
son under terms of the team’s con-
tract tender.

“Not now, not ever,” Schwartz
said. “Again, it’s up to the Chargers.
He’s got nothing with Norv Turner.
He loves the city of San Diego. He
loves catching the ball from Philip
Rivers.”

Said Rivers: “I wish him all the
best. I’d love to get the opportunity
to throw to him again but if that’s
not the case, I want it to work out for
him.”

Turner declined comment.
“It’s been the same since we

started camp. We get the guys ready
who are here,” the coach said.

Jackson’s original five-year con-

tract expired after last season. But
because this is an uncapped year, he
would have needed six seasons to
become an unrestricted free agent.

Unhappy over not receiving a
long-term deal in the offseason,
Jackson refused to sign the one-year,
$3.268 million contract he was ten-
dered as a restricted free agent.
When he and holdout left tackle
Marcus McNeill didn’t sign their ten-
ders by June 15, the Chargers were
entitled to offer them 110 percent of
their 2009 salaries, essentially cut-
ting $2.5 million off the tenders. If
either reports this year, it would be
for the final six games in order to
accrue a season toward unrestricted
free agency.

thousandths of an inch, less than
1/16 of an inch, happened as a
result of the wrecker hitting the
rear bumper when it pushed the
car into winner’s circle,” Childress
said.

“The rear bumper was also hit
on the cool down lap by other driv-
ers congratulating Clint on his vic-
tory. That’s the only logical way
that the left-rear of the car was
found to be high at the tech center.
We will appeal NASCAR’s ruling and
take it all the way to the NASCAR
commissioner for a final ruling, if
need be.”

Bowyer’s car passed its initial
inspection at New Hampshire on
Sunday, but was taken by NASCAR
back to its North Carolina research
and development center for a more
thorough examination. It was there
that NASCAR found the rear end of

the car had been manipulated.
The development came a day

after NASCAR called in RCR offi-
cials to warn them that Bowyer’s
Chase-clinching car from the Sept.
11 race at Richmond had nearly
failed inspection because its back
end was very close to the mandat-
ed limits. Pemberton said that ear-
lier warning played a part in the
punishment.

Although the issues on the car
at Richmond and the car at New
Hampshire were not exactly the
same, the infractions were in the
same area of the car. Childress said
his team had addressed NASCAR’s
issues before Sunday’s race.

“I am confident we fixed the
area of concern and the New
Hampshire car left the race shop
well within the tolerances required
by NASCAR,” Childress said.

Speaking at an appearance
Wednesday at the NASCAR Hall of
Fame before the penalty was
announced, Bowyer said he was

aware his car was under scrutiny
but pleaded ignorance as to what
could be wrong with the Chevrolet.

“Man, I have no idea. I show up
on Friday, I bring my helmet, my
HANS and I get in the car,” Bowyer
said. “Anything that happens
Sunday to Friday, I don’t know. I
know we won the race this week-
end and it was a lot of fun. We led
the most laps and won the race and
the guys work hard in the shop to
bring fair, fast race cars.

“Aside from that, I don’t know
what’s going on.”

NASCAR sets very strict tem-
plates that the teams must follow in
building their race cars. Although
the cars are built to be equal, crew
chiefs can and do make alterations
in certain parts of the design for
strategy and driver preference.

Teams also have historically
pushed the limits in an effort to
gain a technical edge on the race
track. Since NASCAR ramped up its
penalties for cheaters over the past

several years, there have been
fewer examples of blatant infrac-
tions.

Instead, teams tend to cross the
line now by manipulating setups to
improve handling, alter downforce,
improve fuel mileage or find addi-
tional speed. It’s not clear what
advantage Bowyer would have
gained, or if it factored into his win.

Bowyer led a race-high 177 laps,
lost the lead to Tony Stewart, but
stretched his final tank of gas 92
laps to win the race when Stewart
ran out of fuel right before the final
lap. The victory snapped an 88-
race winless streak for Bowyer.

RCR has two other cars in the
Chase. Kevin Harvick, who moved
up to second in the standings, 45
points behind Hamlin, after
Bowyer’s penalty, and Jeff Burton,
who is ninth in the Chase.

loved, captivate the nation while
chasing Roger Maris’ single-sea-
son record of 61 home runs.
Bonds bulks up, and so do his
home run numbers, and soon he
has surpassed not just McGwire’s
new single-season mark but Hank
Aaron’s career total of 755 as well.

That’s the advantage Burns
and Novick have in dealing with
the more modern era: The viewer
already knows, without being
told, why Bonds reported to the
Giants 20 pounds heavier one
spring. Or what was meant when
a trainer agreed to do whatever
Clemens asked. (Viewers will also
chuckle at the reference to dis-
graced Illinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich, lashing out at Cubs
fan Steve Bartman for interfering
with a foul ball).

When they show photographs
of McGwire and Jose Canseco
together, it’s understood that
they will both eventually leave
the sport in shame, destined to
be the stars of former U.S. Sen.
George Mitchell’s investigation
into steroid abuse in baseball.

“Having dealt with more than
150 years of baseball history, we
tried to put it in a little bit of per-
spective,” Burns said. “In my
mind, this is not the worst base-
ball scandal ever.”

For Burns, that would be the
exclusion of black ballplayers in
the first half of the century, before
Jackie Robinson broke the color
barrier — a major theme of the
original documentary. (It also
chronicled widespread gambling
and cheating in the sport’s early
days, culminating in the throwing
of the 1919 World Series by the
Chicago White Sox — also worse
than steroids, in Burns’ opinion).

Robinson’s arrival opened the
door for more blacks, and for
players from Latin America and
Asia. It also forced the nation to
be more open to minorities in
other areas.

It’s not clear that steroids will
have the same positive effect, but
Burns is hopeful.

“Jackie Robinson showed
baseball to be the meritocracy
that American wants to be,”
Burns said. “Baseball has always
been a change agent.”

NHL Preseason
Tuesday’s Games

Philadelphia 4, New Jersey 3, SO
Columbus 5, Atlanta 2
Florida 4, Carolina 1
Ottawa 5, Toronto 0
Colorado 3, St. Louis 1
Tampa Bay 4, Dallas 2
Calgary (ss) 3, Vancouver (ss) 2
Phoenix 4, Anaheim 1
Calgary (ss) 3, Vancouver (ss) 1

Wednesday’s Games
Toronto 4, Ottawa 1
Pittsburgh 5, Detroit 1
Washington 6, Columbus 2
Boston 4, Montreal 2
St. Louis 5, Minnesota 1
Tampa Bay 4, Chicago 2
Los Angeles 4, Colorado 2
San Jose at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Edmonton at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Boston vs. Florida at Rochester,

N.Y., 6 p.m.
Toronto vs. Philadelphia at

London, Ontario, 6 p.m.
New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers, 6

p.m.
Carolina at Nashville, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Edmonton, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles (ss) at Phoenix (ss),

9 p.m.
Phoenix (ss) at Los Angeles (ss),

9:30 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Philadelphia at Toronto, 6 p.m.
Nashville at Carolina, 6 p.m.
Chicago at Detroit, 6 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Columbus, 6 p.m.
Ottawa at Montreal, 6:30 p.m.
Minnesota at St. Louis, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Dallas, 7:30 p.m.
Anaheim at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.

American League
East Division

W L Pct GB
New York 92 59 .609 —
Tampa Bay 89 61 .593 2 1/2
Boston 84 68 .553 8 1/2
Toronto 76 75 .503 16
Baltimore 61 91 .401 31 1/2

Central Division
W L Pct GB

x-Minnesota 92 60 .605 —

Chicago 80 72 .526 12
Detroit 77 75 .507 15
Kansas City 62 89 .411 29 1/2
Cleveland 62 90 .408 30

West Division
W L Pct GB

Texas 83 67 .553 —
Oakland 76 75 .503 7 1/2
Los Angeles 75 76 .497 8 1/2
Seattle 58 93 .384 25 1/2

x-clinched division
Tuesday’s Games

Kansas City 9, Detroit 6
N.Y. Yankees 8, Tampa Bay 3
Toronto 5, Seattle 3
Baltimore 9, Boston 1
Minnesota 6, Cleveland 4
Oakland 7, Chicago White Sox 2
L.A. Angels 2, Texas 0

Wednesday’s Games
Minnesota 5, Cleveland 1
Chicago White Sox 4, Oakland 3
Detroit 4, Kansas City 2
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees, 7:05

p.m.
Seattle 6, Toronto 3
Boston 6, Baltimore 1
Texas at L.A. Angels, 10:05 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Seattle (F.Hernandez 12-11) at

Toronto (Sh.Hill 0-2), 11:37 a.m.
Kansas City (O’Sullivan 2-6) at

Cleveland (Talbot 9-12), 6:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Price 17-6) at N.Y.

Yankees (Sabathia 20-6), 6:05 p.m.
Texas (Cl.Lee 12-8) at Oakland

(Braden 9-13), 9:05 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Boston at N.Y. Yankees, 6:05 p.m.
Kansas City at Cleveland, 6:05

p.m.
Minnesota at Detroit, 6:05 p.m.
Baltimore at Toronto, 6:07 p.m.
Seattle at Tampa Bay, 6:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at L.A. Angels,

9:05 p.m.
Texas at Oakland, 9:05 p.m.

National League 
East Division

W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 92 61 .601 —
Atlanta 86 67 .562 6
Florida 76 75 .503 15
New York 74 78 .487 17 1/2
Washington 64 88 .421 27 1/2

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Cincinnati 86 67 .562 —
St. Louis 77 74 .510 8
Houston 73 79 .480 12 1/2
Milwaukee 70 81 .464 15
Chicago 69 82 .457 16
Pittsburgh 53 98 .351 32

West Division
W L Pct GB

San Diego 84 66 .560 —
San Francisco 85 67 .559 —
Colorado 82 68 .547 2
Los Angeles 73 78 .483 11 1/2
Arizona 60 91 .397 24 1/2
Tuesday’s Games

Philadelphia 5, Atlanta 3
Washington 8, Houston 4
Pittsburgh 5, St. Louis 2
Florida 5, N.Y. Mets 2
San Francisco 1, Chicago Cubs 0
Cincinnati 4, Milwaukee 3
Arizona 3, Colorado 1
San Diego 6, L.A. Dodgers 0

Wednesday’s Games
Philadelphia 1, Atlanta 0
Washington 4, Houston 3
Pittsburgh 11, St. Louis 6
Florida 7, N.Y. Mets 5
Chicago Cubs 2, San Francisco 0
Milwaukee 13, Cincinnati 1
Colorado at Arizona, 9:40 p.m.
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10

p.m.
Thursday’s Games

St. Louis (Suppan 1-7) at
Pittsburgh (Burres 3-3), 11:35 a.m.

Houston (Figueroa 5-3) at
Washington (Detwiler 0-2), 3:35 p.m.

San Francisco (Bumgarner 5-6) at
Chicago Cubs (Dempster 14-10), 6:05
p.m.

Florida (Ani.Sanchez 12-10) at
Milwaukee (Gallardo 13-7), 7:10 p.m.

Colorado (Francis 4-5) at Arizona
(I.Kennedy 9-9), 8:40 p.m.

San Diego (Latos 14-7) at L.A.
Dodgers (Kuroda 10-13), 9:10 p.m.
Friday’s Games

St. Louis at Chicago Cubs, 1:20
p.m.

Atlanta at Washington, 6:05 p.m.
Houston at Pittsburgh, 6:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Philadelphia, 6:05

p.m.
Florida at Milwaukee, 7:10 p.m.
San Francisco at Colorado, 7:10

p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Arizona, 8:40 p.m.
Cincinnati at San Diego, 9:05 p.m.

Auto Racing
NASCAR SPRINT CUP

Sep. 5 — Emory Healthcare 500
(Tony Stewart)

Sep. 11 — Air Guard 400,
Richmond, Va. (Denny Hamlin)

Sep. 19 — Sylvania 300, Loudon,
N.H. (Clint Bowyer)

Sep. 26 — AAA 400, Dover, Del.
Oct. 3 — Price Chopper 400,

Kansas City, Kan.
Oct. 10 — Pepsi 400, Fontana,

Calif.
Oct. 16 — Bank of America 500,

Concord, N.C.
Oct. 24 — TUMS Fast Relief 500,

Ridgeway, Va.
Oct. 31 — AMP Energy 500,

Talladega, Ala.
Nov. 7 — AAA Texas 500, Fort

Worth, Texas
Nov. 14 — Kobalt Tools 500,

Avondale, Ariz.
Nov. 21 — Ford 400, Homestead,

Fla.
2010 Driver Standings

1. Denny Hamlin, 5,230
2. Kevin Harvick, 5,185
3. Kyle Busch, 5,168
4. Jeff Gordon, 5,155
5. Kurt Busch, 5,144
6. Jimmie Johnson, 5,138
7. Carl Edwards, 5,135
8. Greg Biffle, 5,122
9. Jeff Burton, 5,118
10. Tony Stewart, 5,106
11. Matt Kenseth, 5,094
12. Clint Bowyer, 5,045

Transactions 
BASEBALL

American League
SEATTLE MARINERS—Recalled

INF Mike Carp, OF Greg Halman and
RHP Anthony Varvaro from Tacoma
(PCL). Purchased the contract of INF
Matt Mangini from Tacoma.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS—

Named Kevin Towers general manag-
er.

HOUSTON ASTROS—Claimed
RHP Cesar Carillo off waivers from
San Diego. Designated INF Edwin
Maysonet for assignment.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS—
Signed a two-year player development
contract with Hagerstown (SAL).

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS—
Signed F Jawad Williams to a one-year
contract.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL—Suspended Tampa Bay S
Tanard Jackson indefinitely for violating
the league’s substances of abuse poli-
cy. Fined Pittsburgh LB James
Harrison $5,000 for slamming Titans
QB Vince Young to the turf while sack-
ing him in Sunday’s game.

BALTIMORE RAVENS—Activated
CB Cary Williams from suspension.
Released S Ken Hamlin.

MIAMI DOLPHINS—Signed TE
Jeron Mastrud. Waived RB Clifton
Smith and TE John Nalbone.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS—Signed
WR Hank Baskett to a one-year con-
tract.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS—Re-
signed RB Ladell Betts. Waived RB
DeShawn Wynn.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS—
Signed LB Bruce Davis to the practice
squad.

Canadian Football League
CFL—Fined Hamilton OT Jason

Jimenez an undisclosed amount for a
late hit on British Columbia DL Brent
Johnson during Saturday’s game.

WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS—
Released PK Louie Sakoda.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ATLANTA THRASHERS—
Assigned F Angelo Esposito, F Michael
Forney, F Danick Paquette, F Jared
Ross, D Paul Postma and D Mike
Siklenka to Chicago (AHL). Released F
Andre Deveaux and D Kyle McLaren.

DALLAS STARS—Assigned G
Jack Campbell to Windsor (CHL).

WASHINGTON CAPITALS—
Signed G Michal Neuvirth to a two-year
contract extension.

ECHL

READING ROYALS—Signed F
John Scrymgeour, D A.J. Mikkelsen
and G Shane Davis.

SOUTH CAROLINA
STINGRAYS—Signed F Tommy
Goebel.

UTAH GRIZZLIES—Traded the
rights to F Dylan Hunter to Cincinnati
for D Brett Motherwell and future con-
siderations.

MOTORSPORTS
NASCAR—Docked Clint Bowyer

150 points for failing inspection, sus-
pended crew chief Shane Wilson six
weeks and fined him $150,000 and
docked team owner Richard Childress
150 owner points for Bowyer’s car fail-
ing inspection after Sunday’s Sprint
Cup in Loudon, N.H.

WRESTLING
USA WRESTLING—Named Bill

Zadick national freestyle developmen-
tal coach and assistant national
freestyle coach.

COLLEGE
NCAA—Suspended North

Carolina DB Kendric Burney six games
and S Deunta Williams four games for
receiving improper benefits and
announced both players must repay
the benefits to charities of their choice
to become eligible.

ARKANSAS—Named Audrey
Bordeleau women’s assistant tennis
coach.

SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI—
Named Ki Kroll men’s tennis coach.

SYRACUSE—Named Brandon
Bonsey assistant track and field coach.

TCU—Promoted assistant base-
ball coach Randy Mazey to associate
head coach.

UNLV—Named Kim Ortega
women’s assistant basketball coach
and Chris Sheldrik women’s basketball
video coordinator. Promoted women’s
assistant basketball coach Caitlin
Collier to associate head coach, and
women’s basketball video coordinator
Rachel Dunn to administrative coordi-
nator.

W I S C O N S I N - O S H K O S H —
Promoted assistant wrestling coach
Chris Stratton to head coach.
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Homer Hankies Return To Minnesota 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The "Homer Hanky" is back.
The Minnesota Twins clinched the AL Central division title on

Tuesday night and on Wednesday announced the latest edition of
the popular white kerchief that has become a staple of Twins playoff
appearances.

The Homer Hanky was introduced in 1987 as the upstart Twins
pushed toward their first World Series title in the raucous
Metrodome.

This year will be the first time they're taken outdoors, however.
The Twins are playing in the brand new open-air Target Field this
season.

That led many in the Twin Cities to call for the team to distrib-
ute "Homer Blankies" rather than "Homer Hankies."

The hankies sell for $2 at www.twinsbaseball.com. A portion of
the proceeds raised will be donated to the Minnesota Twins
Community Fund.

Twins Set Attendance Record 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The Minnesota Twins have set a club

single-season attendance record during their first season at Target
Field.

The AL Central champions have drawn 3,063,327 through
Wednesday's game against Cleveland. That breaks the previous
record of 3,030,672 set in 1988, the year after the Twins won their
first World Series championship.

The Twins have sold out 75 games at Target Field — 74 con-
secutively. They have four home games left in the regular season.

NCAA Suspends UNC’s Burney Six
Games, Williams Four 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The NCAA suspended North Carolina
defensive back Kendric Burney six games and safety Deunta
Williams four games on Wednesday for receiving improper bene-
fits.

Both players must also repay benefits to become eligible,
though the school plans to appeal the length of the suspensions.

In a news release, the NCAA said Burney received $1,333 in
benefits while Williams received $1,426 in benefits. The school said
Burney must repay $575.19 and Williams must repay $450.67 to
charities of their choice.

Both players have sat out the first two games for the winless
Tar Heels (0-2), which count toward their suspensions. The status
of 10 other players remains in question as North Carolina prepares
to travel to Rutgers. Among those players are NFL prospects
Marvin Austin — who has been suspended indefinitely for breaking
team rules — and Robert Quinn on defense, top receiver Greg Little
and tailback Ryan Houston.

Both Burney and Williams were among six underclassmen who
decided to return for their senior seasons instead of entering the
NFL draft.

Gradkowski Gets Starting Nod At
Quarterback For Raiders 

ALAMEDA, Calif. (AP) — Five months after acquiring Jason
Campbell to be their starting quarterback, the Oakland Raiders
benched him in favor of Bruce Gradkowski beginning with this
week's game at Arizona.

Coach Tom Cable announced the switch after practice
Wednesday, hoping the spark Gradkowski provided in the second
half of last week's 16-14 win over St. Louis can carry over for the
rest of the season.

"The reasons are pretty simple," Cable said. "First and foremost
is the energy and the level of intensity that was brought into the
huddle when he came into the game. They way the guys responded
around him. And obviously scoring points. ... That's what we're
about. If we can get this thing to where we can score 24 points a
game, I think we'll be very tough to beat."

The Raiders (1-1) acquired Campbell from Washington during
the draft for a 2012 fourth-round draft pick. He already had a $3.14
million contract for this season and was given a $4.5 million exten-
sion for 2011 after the trade.

Oakland released draft bust JaMarcus Russell shortly after the
deal and officially pronounced Campbell the starter before training
camp opened in July. He lasted just six quarters as starter, getting
benched at halftime last week.

Campbell has completed 30 of 52 passes for 267 yards, one
touchdown and two interceptions this season. He has also been
sacked six times.
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BY JEFF LATZKE
AP College Football Writer

NORMAN, Okla. — When Big 12
football fans take a quick glimpse at
the top of the rankings, there’s some-
thing missing.

Three weeks into the season and
with seven teams still undefeated, the
conference doesn’t have a team in the
top 5. No. 6 Nebraska, No. 7 Texas and
No. 8 Oklahoma are there waiting in
the wings, but each has some work to
do to get into the mix for the national
championship.

The presence of No. 3 Boise State
and No. 4 TCU has the Big 12 in an
unusual situation. Not since 2006,
when Texas and Oklahoma each suf-
fered early losses, has the league
failed to have a top 5 team in the AP
poll three weeks into the season.

That could start sorting itself out
after Texas and Oklahoma play in
Dallas on Oct. 2 and the Longhorns
visit Nebraska two weeks later. If any
of those three teams are still unbeat-
en, the wins could result in a bump in
the polls — and in the BCS standings,
when they come out Oct. 17.

“Long term, if you have an unde-
feated Big 12 team, there’s no doubt in

my mind they will finish ahead of
Boise in the BCS and probably ahead
in the polls,” BCS analyst Jerry Palm
said.

The same goes for TCU. With three
teams in the top 10, there’s enough
power in the Big 12 that anyone who
can run the table will move up over
time.

“It’s hard to go undefeated,” Texas
defensive end Sam Acho said. “We
know that if we focus on what we have
to do, everything will work out.”

Because of closer-than-expected
wins early this season, Oklahoma and
Texas have each fallen in the AP poll
despite starting the season 3-0. The
Sooners edged Utah State 31-24 and
Air Force 27-24, with a blowout win
against Florida State in between. The
Longhorns fell even after winning at
Texas Tech, where they had lost in
three of their last six visits.

Meanwhile, Nebraska racked up
perhaps the conference’s most
impressive win with a 56-21 rout at
Washington and leapfrogged the other
two Big 12 schools. Yet there’s still
more work to do to get into the two
coveted positions at the top.

“There are some things you can’t
control, and that’s one of them,”
Huskers coach Bo Pelini said. “All you

can do is play the best football you
can. That’s something, there’s no way
you have any control over. All you can
control is winning as many games as
you can.”

But there’s a scenario where even
that may not be enough, Palm said.

“For a Big 12 team, it’s just win all
of your games. If anybody can do that,
whether it’s Texas, Oklahoma or
Nebraska, they’re going to be in the
national championship discussion,”
he said.

“Nobody’s catching Alabama or
Ohio State. Nobody’s catching those
two. If they finish undefeated and a
Big 12 team finished undefeated, then
they’re Auburn.”

Auburn famously got left out when
it went undefeated through the 2004
season, with unbeaten USC and
Oklahoma teams playing for the title
in the Orange Bowl.

Early on, though, the Big 12 has
been holding its ground. Its 27-5
record in nonconference play is the
best of any league in the country, even
if some of the wins haven’t been
impressive. By comparison, the league
was 23-9 in nonconference play and
there were only four undefeated
teams left at this point last year.

Oklahoma State, Texas A&M,

Missouri and Kansas State are also
unbeaten through three games.

“If you look, you’ll see that most
coaches in our league will tell that you
better be ready to play every week
because there’s enough guys that are
making plays on offense and guys that
can shut you down on defense if
you’re not prepared,” Oklahoma State
coach Mike Gundy said. “There’s
some parity in this league that some
people may not have been aware of.”

Whether it’s the Cowboys’ 65-28
romp over Tulsa or Missouri’s last-
minute escape against San Diego
State, each of those nonconference
victories will only help in the comput-
er rankings months from now if the
league is in a position to push one of
its teams for a shot at the BCS champi-
onship.

For that to happen, though, the
wins have to keep coming.

“I just know it’s out of our hands
and we try not to think about that,”
Nebraska safety Rickey Thenarse said.
“We’re going to do our part and let the
chips fall where they may.”

AP Sports Writers Jim Vertuno in
Austin, Texas, and Eric Olson in
Lincoln, Neb., contributed to this report.

Big 12 Teams Lurking In National Title Mix

Agent: Deals Were In Place, But No Jackson Trade


