
Tehran To Consider Halting Enrichment 
NEW YORK (AP) — Iran would consider ending uranium enrich-

ment, the most crucial part of its controversial nuclear activities, if
world powers send Tehran nuclear fuel for a medical research
reactor, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad told reporters Friday.

Addressing a packed press conference in a New York hotel,
Ahmadinejad also said Iran was prepared to set a date for resump-
tion of talks with six world powers to discuss Tehran’s nuclear
program, saying October would be the likely time for the two sides
to meet.

Ahmadinejad also defended his remarks at the U.N. a day earli-
er in which he claimed most people in the world believe the
United States was behind the Sept. 11, 2001 terror attacks and
again challenged the United Nations to set up a commission to
probe the attacks.

“I did not pass judgment, but don’t you feel that the time has
come to have a fact finding committee?” Ahmadinejad asked.

Ahmadinejad said Iran had no interest in enriching uranium
from around 3.5 percent to 20 percent purity but was forced to do
so after the world powers refused to provide nuclear fuel that is
needed for a Tehran reactor that produces medical isotopes for
patients.

Lisa New Hurricane; Matthew Hits Nicaragua
MIAMI (AP) — Lisa is rapidly strengthening in the open Atlantic

Ocean and is now the seventh hurricane of the season.
The U.S. National Hurricane Center in Miami said Friday that

Lisa had top sustained winds of 75 mph (120 kph). However, the
storm doesn’t pose any threat to land.

Meanwhile, the center of Tropical Storm Matthew hit land over
northeastern Nicaragua and is heading northwest along the
Central American coast and inland toward Guatemala with maxi-
mum sustained winds of 45 mph (75 kph).

Pelosi: House Vote Possible On Tax Cuts
WASHINGTON (AP) — House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, under pres-

sure to send Democrats home to campaign with the strongest pos-
sible closing argument, said Friday she is considering calling a
vote on extending middle-class tax cuts next week.

Democrats, however, are divided on whether forcing a recorded
vote on the issue before congressional elections in November
would be politically helpful as they fight to maintain control of
Congress.

“We will retain the right to proceed as we choose,” Pelosi told
reporters. “We’ll take it one day at a time.”

The most sweeping tax cuts in a generation, enacted in 2001
and 2003, are due to expire in January. Republicans want to extend
all the tax cuts. President Barack Obama and Democratic leaders
in Congress want to extend them for individuals making less than
$200,000 and married couples making less than $250,000.

If Congress does not act, taxpayers at every income level face
significant tax increases.

Knife Removed From Man’s Head After 3 Yrs.
SAO PAULO (AP) — A man in northeastern Brazil is recovering

after surgeons removed a 4-inch (10-centimeter) blade that had
been stuck in his head for three years following a bar fight.

Edeilson Nascimento, a 29-year-old tire repairman, tells
reporters Friday he is feeling great after the three-hour surgery
earlier this week.

He is expected to be released from a hospital in the city of
Recife next week.

Nascimento says he got into a bar fight in 2007 and was
attacked by assailants when he returned home.

At the time, doctors only removed the knife handle, fearing that
pulling the blade from his head would cause brain damage.

But three years of intense headaches led Nascimento to take a
chance on the surgery.

Judge OKs 1st Calif. Execution Since ’06
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A federal judge cleared the way Friday

for California’s first execution in nearly five years, citing the state’s
efforts to revise its lethal injection procedure and a Supreme Court
ruling making it more difficult for condemned inmates to delay
their death.

Barring successful appeals to other courts, convicted murderer
and rapist Albert Greenwood Brown is scheduled to die on
Wednesday, after U.S. District Court Judge Jeremy Fogel refused to
block the execution.

BY STEVE KARNOWSKI
Associated Press Writer

MINNEAPOLIS — The FBI said
it searched eight addresses in
Minneapolis and Chicago as part
of a terrorism investigation Friday.
Warrants suggest agents were
looking for connections between
local anti-war activists and terror-
ist groups in Colombia and the
Middle East.

FBI spokesman Steve Warfield
told The Associated Press agents
served six warrants in
Minneapolis and two in Chicago.

“These were search warrants
only,” Warfield said. “We’re not
anticipating any arrests at this
time. They’re seeking evidence
relating to activities concerning
the material support of terrorism.”

The homes of longtime
Minneapolis anti-war activists
Mick Kelly, Jess Sundin and
Meredith Aby were among those
searched, they said. All three were
subpoenaed to appear before a
federal grand jury in Chicago: Aby
on Oct. 5, Sundin on Oct. 12 and
Kelly on Oct. 19.

“The FBI is harassing anti-war
organizers and leaders, folks who
opposed U.S. intervention in the
Middle East and Latin America,”
Kelly said before agents confiscat-
ed his cell phone.

Sundin said she believes the
searches are connected with the
Minnesota Anti-War Committee’s
opposition to U.S. military aid to
Colombia and Israel, as well as its
opposition to the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

“It’s kind of outrageous that cit-
izens of the United States could be
targeted like this,” Sundin said.

In Chicago, the home of
activists Joe Iosbaker and his wife,
Stephanie Weiner, was searched
by more than a dozen agents who
carried out boxes full of his pos-
sessions and loaded them into a
white van.

The couple has done nothing
wrong, said their attorney,
Melinda Power. Power said the
FBI was “after people who are

active in social justice.”
Warfield said he couldn’t com-

ment on whose homes were
searched or give details on why
because it’s an ongoing investiga-
tion. “There’s no imminent threat
to the community,” he said.

The searches were first report-
ed by the Star Tribune.

The warrant for Kelly’s home,
provided by his attorney, sought
evidence on travel he did as part
of his work for the Freedom Road
Socialist Organization and informa-
tion on any travel to Colombia, the
Palestinian territories, Jordan,
Syria or Israel. The warrant for
Sundin’s home was similar but
included a slightly different list of
targeted groups.

Kelly’s warrant also said agents
sought information on contact
with the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia, the Popular
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine and Hezbollah. The U.S.
government considers those three
groups terrorist organizations.

“It appears to be a fishing expe-
dition,” said Kelly’s attorney, Ted
Dooley. “It seems like they’re cast-
ing a huge seine or net into the
political sea and see what they
can drag up on shore and dry out.
There’s no rhyme or reason to it in
a free society.”

The federal law cited in the
search warrant prohibits “provid-
ing material support or resources
to designated foreign terrorist
organizations.”

“I’m having a hard time paying
my rent,” Kelly said. “There is no
material support.”

In June, the U.S. Supreme Court
rejected a free-speech challenge to
the law from humanitarian aid
groups that said some provisions

put them at risk of being prosecut-
ed for talking to terrorist organiza-
tions about nonviolent activities.

Two groups use the name
Freedom Road Socialist
Organization, one based in
Chicago and one in New York.
They split several years ago, and
the New York group said it was not
targeted.

The website for the Chicago
group, which describes itself as a
“revolutionary socialist and
Marxist-Leninist organization,”
shows Kelly and Sundin have been
affiliated with it. Kelly edits
FightBack!, a Minneapolis-based
website and newspaper for the
group.

Kelly’s subpoena also com-
manded him to bring records he
might have relating to the Middle
East and Colombia, along with “all
records of any payment provided
directly or indirectly to Hatam
Abudayyeh.”

The subpoena did not further
identify Abudayyeh, but FightBack
has interviewed and carried arti-
cles by a Hatam Abudayyeh who’s
the executive director of the
Chicago-based Arab American
Action Network. Abudayyeh did
not immediately return a phone
message left at his office.

Kelly said he went to Lebanon
two years ago for a Palestinian sol-
idarity conference, and he’s been
on Colombian radio by phone
from the U.S.

Sundin said she visited

Colombia 10 years ago for a con-
ference organized by a social
movement there in opposition to
U.S. military aid.

Aby said she went to Palestine
in 2002 and Colombia in 2004 and
2006 to meet with activists. She
said anyone who’s an activist in
those counties gets labeled as a
terrorist.

Both Sundin and Kelly were
organizers of a mass march on the
first day of the Republican
National Convention in St. Paul
two years ago, and recently
appeared at a news conference to
announce plans for another
protest if Minneapolis is selected
to hold the 2012 Democratic
National Convention.

Police estimated the peaceful
march in 2008 drew 10,000 protest-
ers; organizers put the figure at
30,000. Other protests were
marked by destructive acts by
anarchists. More than 800 people
were arrested during the four days
of the convention, including
Sundin and Kelly.

Other Minnesota anti-war
activists whose homes were
searched included Anh Pham,
Sarah Martin and Tracy Molm,
Dooley said. He said he didn’t
know whose homes were searched
in Chicago.

The FBI’s spokesman in
Chicago, Ross Rice, would only
say two searches were conducted
Friday in Chicago and there were
no arrests.

Asked about the reports, the
U.S. Attorney’s office spokesman
in Chicago, Randy Samborn, con-
firmed warrants were served in
the city “in connection with a law
enforcement investigation.” He
also declined to provide details.
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BRUSSELS — The two women shared the
same first name and were close friends. They
both had a passion for skydiving. And they both
loved the same man.

Prosecutors say this love triangle led to high-
altitude murder when Els Clottemans sabotaged
her friend’s parachute in a fit of jealousy as they
skydived together, sending her romantic rival
plunging to her death in a horrifying fall cap-
tured on video.

As her murder trial opened Friday,
Clottemans sat nervously in front of the mud-
caked parachute bag and helmet that Els Van
Doren wore as she frantically tried to open the
chute before hitting the ground in November
2006 from a height of 13,000 feet (4,500 meters).

The video camera mounted on her helmet
showed how Van Doren desperately looked up,
hoping to see an open canopy. Seconds later,
she crashed into the low shrubbery of a subur-
ban garden in eastern Belgium and was killed
instantly.

Clottemans, a 26-year-old schoolteacher, has
vehemently denied the murder charge and accu-
sations that she killed her friend to claim for
herself Dutch skydiver Marcel Somers, whom
both had slept with.

The 68-page indictment read out by
Prosecutor Patrick Boyen said there was
enough evidence for the murder charge.

“As skydiver, she had the knowledge and
opportunity to sabotage the parachute,” the
indictment said. It alleged she made two key
cuts to Van Doren’s parachute.

“On top of that, she had a relationship with
Marcel ... who also had a relationship with the
victim, giving the accused a motive to have
Marcel for her alone,” the indictment said.

Chief defense lawyer Vic Van Aelst said pros-
ecutors have nothing but circumstantial allega-
tions.

“I read no guilt and I see no guilt,” Van Aelst
said.

“We will not deny that Ms. Clottemans has
had some problems,” he said. “But she certainly
is not a psychopath.”

A jury was selected Friday, and the trial in
the town of Tongeren is expected to last a
month.

Prosecutors: Skydiving Love
Triangle Led To Murder

FBI Serves Terrorism Warrants,
Searches 8 Homes In Minn., Chicago

“The FBI is harassing anti-war organizers and 
leaders, folks who opposed U.S. intervention in the

Middle East and Latin America.” 

MICK KELLY


