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Megachurch Pastor Vows To Fight Allegations

LITHONIA, Ga. (AP) — Casting himself as the Bible’s ultimate
underdog, Bishop Eddie Long went before thousands of faithful
supporters at his megachurch Sunday and promised to fight accu-
sations that he lured four young men into sexual relationships.

“I feel like David against Goliath. But I got five rocks, and I
haven’t thrown one yet,” Long said in his first public remarks since
his accusers filed lawsuits last week claiming he abused his “spiri-
tual authority.” He stopped short of denying the allegations but
implied he was wronged by them.

“I have never in my life portrayed myself as a perfect man. But I
am not the man that’s being portrayed on the television. That’s
not me. That is not me,” he said.

Long’s brief addresses to the congregation at New Birth
Missionary Baptist Church were met with thunderous applause
and an outpouring of support during services that were equal
parts part rock concert and pep rally. The sanctuary was nearly
filled to its 10,000-seat capacity for both the 8 a.m. and 11 a.m.
services. Many lined up two hours before the doors of the church
opened.

Long became one of the country’s most powerful independent
church leaders over the last 20 years, turning a suburban Atlanta
congregation of 150 to a 25,000-member powerhouse with a $50
million cathedral and a roster of parishioners that includes ath-
letes, entertainers and politicians. And there was almost no sign
Sunday that his flock wanted to turn him away.

Experts Examine Attacking Computer Code

WASHINGTON (AP) — A powerful computer code attacking
industrial facilities around the world, but mainly in Iran, probably
was created by experts working for a country or a well-funded pri-
vate group, according to an analysis by a leading computer securi-
ty company.

The malicious code, called Stuxnet, was designed to go after
several “high-value targets,” said Liam O Murchu, manager of secu-
rity response operations at Symantec Corp. But both O Murchu
and U.S. government experts say there’s no proof it was developed
to target nuclear plants in Iran, despite recent speculation from
some researchers.

Creating the malicious code required a team of as many as five
to 10 highly educated and well-funded hackers. Government
experts and outside analysts say they haven’t been able to deter-
mine who developed it or why.

The malware has infected as many as 45,000 computer systems
around the world. Siemens AG, the company that designed the sys-
tem targeted by the worm, said it has infected 15 of the industrial
control plants it was apparently intended to infiltrate. It’s not clear
what sites were infected, but they could include water filtration,
oil delivery, electrical and nuclear plants.

None of those infections has adversely affected the industrial
systems, according to Siemens.

Gaps Exposed In BP’s Internal Investigation

WASHINGTON (AP) — Engineering experts probing the Gulf of
Mexico oil spill exposed holes in BP’s internal investigation as the
company was questioned Sunday for the first time in public about
its findings.

BP’s lead investigator acknowledged that the company’s probe
had limitations.

Mark Bly, head of safety and operations for BP PLC, told a
National Academy of Engineering committee that a lack of physical
evidence and interviews with employees from other companies
limited BP’s study. The internal team only looked at the immediate
cause of the April disaster, which killed 11 workers and unleashed
206 million gallons of oil into the Gulf.

“It is clear that you could go further into the analysis,” said Bly,
who said the investigation was geared to discovering things that
BP could address in the short term. “This does not represent a
complete penetration into potentially deeper issues.”

For example, the National Academy of Engineering panel noted
that the study avoided organizational flaws that could have con-
tributed to the blast. BP has focused much of its work on deci-
sions made on the rig, not with the managers on shore.

No Payments Documented For Iraq Abuse

WASHINGTON (AP) — Fending off demands that he resign over
the Abu Ghraib prison scandal, then-Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld told Congress in 2004 that he had found a legal way to
compensate Iraqi detainees who suffered “grievous and brutal
abuse and cruelty at the hands of a few members of the United
States armed forces.”

“It’s the right thing to do,” Rumsfeld said. “And it is my inten-
tion to see that we do.”

Six years later, the U.S. Army is unable to document a single
payment for prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib.

Nor can the more than 250 Iraqis or their lawyers now seeking
redress in U.S. courts. Their hopes for compensation may rest on a
Supreme Court decision this week.

10 States Sell Half Of Imported Crime Guns

WASHINGTON (AP) — Nearly half of the guns that crossed state
lines and were used in crimes in 2009 were sold in just 10 states,
according to a report being released Monday by a mayors’ group.

Those states accounted for nearly 21,000 guns connected to
crimes in other states, said the survey by Mayors Against Illegal Guns,
an association of more than 500 mayors led by New York’s Michael
Bloomberg and Boston’s Thomas Menino.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives traced
more than 145,000 guns used in crimes in 2009 and found that more
than 43,000 of those weapons were sold in other states.

Forty-nine percent of those guns were sold in Georgia, Florida,
Virginia, Texas, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, California
or Arizona.

States were also ranked by the number of crime guns exported per
100,000 inhabitants. Mississippi led that list, followed by West
Virginia, Kentucky, Alaska, Alabama, South Carolina, Virginia, Indiana,
Nevada and Georgia.
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PEACE TALKS

Israeli Buildin

BY ARON HELLER
Associated Press Writer

REVAVA, West Bank — Jewish
settlers released balloons and
broke ground on a kindergarten
in celebration Sunday as a 10-
month construction slowdown
expired, while U.S. and Israeli
leaders tried to figure out how to
keep Palestinians from walking
out of peace talks over the end of
the restrictions.

After the slowdown ran out at
midnight, there was no
Palestinian statement about the
future of the talks. The
Palestinians asked for an Oct. 4
meeting of an Arab League body
to discuss the situation, possibly
giving diplomats an extra week to
work out a compromise.

Minutes after the expiration,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu called on the
Palestinians not to walk away, but
instead to maintain constant con-
tact “to achieve a historic frame-
work accord within a year.” In a
statement, Netanyahu said his
“intention to achieve peace is
genuine.”

Palestinians have questioned
whether they can make peace
with Netanyahu, known as a hard-
liner.

Israeli settlers were not wait-
ing, celebrating the end of the
slowdown and planning to send
bulldozers into action in two
places in the West Bank early
Monday.

In Revava, a settlement deep
in the West Bank, about 2,000
activists released 2,000 balloons
in the blue and white of the
Israeli flag at sundown Sunday.
The balloons were meant to sym-
bolize the 2,000 apartments that
settlers say are ready to be built
immediately.

“Today it’s over and we will do
everything we can to make sure it

SHEERA FRENKEL/MCT

As the 10-month freeze on new settlement construction comes to
an end, Jewish settlers and right wing, pro-settlement leaders gath-
ered in the West Bank settlement of Kiryat Netafim to pour concrete
in public defiance. “The freeze on settlements is tearing apart our
country,” says one demonstrator’s sign.

never happens again,” settler
leader Dani Dayan told the crowd.
“We return with new energy and a
new determination to populate
this land.”

It was unclear what how the
official end of the slowdown would
affect construction. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
already signaled future settlement
construction will be kept to a mini-
mum, in contrast to relatively
unfettered housing activity of past
Israeli governments.

The Palestinians have said they
will quit the negotiations if Israel
resumes building, though
President Mahmoud Abbas said in
a published interview Sunday in
the pan-Arabic daily al-Hayat that
he would consult with Arab part-
ners first to weigh his options.

Speaking in Paris Sunday,
Abbas said, “There is only one
choice in front of Israel: either
peace or settlements.”

The settlers’ festivities went

ahead despite Netanyahu'’s call for
them to show restraint as the
curbs are lifted. Palestinians
oppose all settlements built on ter-
ritories they claim for a future
state, and renewed building could
endanger negotiations launched
early this month by the Obama
administration.

The deadlock over settlements
has created the first crisis in the
negotiations, and U.S. mediators
raced to bridge the gap between
the Israelis and Palestinians. But a
deal was far from certain.

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton spoke Sunday
with Netanyahu and former British
Prime Minister Tony Blair, the rep-
resentative of the “Quartet” of
Mideast peacemakers, State
Department spokesman P.J.
Crowley said. He also said U.S.
special Mideast peace envoy
George Mitchell and Jeffrey
Feltman, the State Department’s
chief Mideast official, conferred
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Slowdown Ends

with Palestinian negotiator Saeb
Erekat Sunday afternoon in New
York.

“We keep pushing for the talks
to continue,” Crowley said.

Abbas faces intense internal
pressure from his supporters not
to relax his conditions. Also, the
rival Islamic Hamas, which con-
trols Gaza, opposes peace talks
with Israel in principle.

Israeli police said Palestinian
gunmen shot and lightly wounded
an Israeli motorist in Hebron,
close to where a deadly shooting
earlier this month killed four
Israeli settlers.

Netanyahu, under pressure
from pro-settler hard-liners in his
governing coalition, said he would
not extend the slowdown on con-
struction he imposed 10 months
ago. The curbs, which expire at
midnight, prevented new housing
starts in the West Bank, though
the government allowed thou-
sands of units already under con-
struction to be finished.

A similar, but undeclared, slow-
down has also been in place in
east Jerusalem, the area of the
holy city claimed by the
Palestinians.

The deadline had not yet
expired when several dozen set-
tlers groundbreaking ceremony for
a new kindergarten Sunday in the
Kiryat Netafim settlement.

“For 10 months, you have been
treated as second-class citizens,”
Danny Danon, a pro-settler law-
maker in Netanyahu's Likud Party,
said at the ceremony. “Today, we
return to build in all the land of
Israel.”

In nearby Revava, a settlement
of about 130 Orthodox Jewish fam-
ilies in the rocky hills of the north-
ern West Bank, the crowd included
young activists, men wearing
trademark knit skullcaps favored
by religious settlers and foreign
supporters from Norway and
China.

White House, Dems See Tax Cut Vote After Election

WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House
and Democratic leaders in Congress said
Sunday they would find a way to extend mid-
dle-class tax cuts after the November elec-
tions, unable to secure GOP backing before
lawmakers break to campaign.

“One way or the other, we're going to get
it done. And I believe the pressure is going
to build among the American people” said
David Axelrod, President Barack Obama’s
top political aide.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., had
suggested that a vote could be held this
coming week before lawmakers leave town
for the elections. But her deputy, Majority
Leader Steny Hoyer of Maryland, said
Sunday that holding a vote wouldn’t matter
because the legislation is still languishing in
the Senate under GOP objections.

Both parties are using the delay in a vote
on the fate of these George W. Bush-era cuts
at a time of record deficits as political ammu-
nition this election season.

Democratic leaders have said they want
to freeze tax rates for individuals making up
to $200,000 and for families earning up to
$250,000. Republicans, as well as some more

conservative Democrats, want to extend all
of Bush’s income tax cuts permanently, even
for the wealthiest of Americans.

Democrats think the climate for compro-
mise will improve after the election. They
will still need at least one Republican vote in
the Senate to pass a bill.

“We are for making sure that the middle-
class Americans do not get a tax increase.
And we're going to make sure that happens,”
Hoyer said.

Republicans say they want a chance to
debate extending the tax cuts beyond the
middle class or else they will block the
Democratic proposal.

“If she’s not willing to have a fair and
open debate, she should not count on our
votes,” House GOP Leader John Boehner
said of Pelosi.

Axelrod said that kind of strong-arm tac-
tic will hurt Republicans in this fall’s elec-
tion.

“They’re going to have to explain to their
constituents why they’re holding up tax cuts
for the middle class,” Axelrod said. “And
think it’s an untenable position to say, “We're
going to allow your taxes to go up on

Officials: Levee Failing Near Wisconsin Park - \

January Ist unless the president agrees to
give tax cuts to millionaires and billionaires.”
The Senate’s second-ranking Democrat

said he hoped the atmosphere will have
changed after the election and the impassed
ended. “Occasionally one Republican will
break ranks and help us,” said Sen. Dick
Durbin, D-IIL.

Still, Republicans have seized on the
impasse in Congress by alleging that
Democrats are contributing to consumer
uncertainty.

“The Democrats have failed to lead this,”
said Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif. “They are
going to want to leave the House without
dealing with it. That uncertainty itself is
keeping capital on the sidelines and keeping
jobs from being created in America.”

Boehner said that if the House leaves
without blocking the tax increases, “it will be
the most irresponsible thing that I've seen
since [ have been in Washington, D.C.”

Axelrod spoke on ABC’s “This Week.”
Hoyer, Boehner and McCarthy appeared “Fox
News Sunday.” Durbin was on CNN'’s “State
of the Union.”

PORTAGE, Wis. (AP) — A levee
along the Wisconsin River was fail-
ing Sunday, flooding the access
road leading to a park area and cut-
ting off any residents who did not
heed daylong warnings to evacuate.

It wasn't clear how many of the
roughly 300 residents remained in
Blackhawk Park around 4 p.m.
Sunday when the road was closed
after water started leaking from the
Caledonia Levee south of Highway
33. The levee had not collapsed,
but officials said enough water was
coming through it that it wasn't
considered safe.

The Columbia County
Emergency Management Office was-
n't letting anybody in or out of the
park and warned all morning that

OBITUARIES

Stella Skogen Unlque XX

IRENE — Stella Skogen, 86, of
Irene died Sunday (Sept. 26, 2010)
at Pioneer Memorial Nursing
Home, Viborg.

Arrangements are pending
with Hansen Funeral Home, Irene.
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Tuesday, Sept. 28
7:40 Yankton Police Department
8:15 Chuck Lambertz
8:45 Master Gardeners
Wednesday, Sept. 29
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Home Office & Carving Center
1609 Broadway @ Yankton, SD @ 605.665.3052
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7:40 Mike Freeman, The Center

8:15 Kathy Jacobs, Library
Thursday, Sept. 30

emergency vehicles, including
police, fire and ambulances, would
not be able to reach any residents
who stayed behind.

Kathy Johnson, deputy director
of the Columbia County Emergency
Management Office, told The
Associated Press that in the event
of an emergency, “people are going
to have to come out by boat.”

“The residents down there are

used to having high water and deal-
ing with high water a lot but this
could be something that they've
never seen, with this amount of
water,” Johnson said.

She said those who evacuated
might be out of their homes for up
to a week.

A Red Cross reception center
was opened at the Portage St. John
the Baptist Episcopal Church.

7:40 Carmen Schramm, Chamber
8:15 Lisa Scheve, CVB
8:45 Mayor’s Prayer
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Yes, you can plan a
meaningful ceremony
followed by cremation

When it comes to cremation, there are many
options to consider — from traditional services
to contemporary celebrations. Regardless of
your choice, we will help you and your family
ensure that your ceremony is a reflection of the
person you are and the life you've lived.

To learn more, please contact us.

Ry

FUNERAL HOME
and Cremation Service, Inc.

e

Yankton, 605-665-3644
wintzrayfuneralhome.com
Garden of Memories Cemetery
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Ouw Thoughts And
Prayens e With Them

Our care and concern does not
end with the funeral service. This
week we remember with family
and friends the anniversary of the
deaths of:

Virgil Wilson

who passed away on
September 27, 2009

Regina P. Richey
who passed away on
September 27,2009

Marjorie Phyllis Sykora
who passed away on
September 30,2009

Esther M. Knodel

who passed away on
September 30, 2009

Laddie Cabalka

who passed away on
September 30, 2008

Carolyn Howen
who passed away on
September 20, 2007

Dallas Linn Hamilton
who passed away on
October 3,2009

This remembrance is brought to you free
of charge. If you have a loved one you
would like remembered, contact us at

Opsahl-Kostel Funeral Home & Crematory.

Guiding and serving families with compassion and trust,

Funeral Home & Crematory, Yankton
Memorial Resource Center, Tyndall
- Memorial Chapels, Tyndall, Tabor & Menno

6659679 - 1-800-495-9679
www.opsahlkostelfuneralhome.com
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