
BY MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The federal
Indian Health Service has hired
convicted criminals, failed to
stop employees from stealing
narcotics and allowed workers
to take paid leave for more than
a year while being investigated
for misconduct, a federal investi-
gation has found.

The investigation disclosed
years of mismanagement that
have led to poor patient care,
long-term vacancies and other
problems at the Aberdeen Area of
the Indian Health Service, which
includes North Dakota, South
Dakota, Iowa and Nebraska.

In one case, an employee at a
Rapid City, S.D., pharmacy stole
large quantities of Vicodin and
Tramadol, narcotics that are used
for pain relief, and resold them for
cash. The IHS pharmacy lacked
basic security controls, such as
security cameras or requiring two
people to count inventory, the
report said.

The report by the inspector
general’s office at the Health and
Human Services Department was
submitted to Congress Tuesday as
part of an investigation by the
Senate Indian Affairs Committee.

Gerald Roy, deputy inspector
general for investigations, told the
panel that the Aberdeen office was
chronically mismanaged, with
employee misconduct and even

theft of drugs routine. In at least
two cases, employees who had
been convicted of crimes were
rehired by the health service in
the same region where the crimes
were committed.

The chairman of the Indian
Affairs panel called the report dis-
tressing and said the Aberdeen
office “appears to me to be com-
pletely dysfunctional.”

Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., said
he was stunned to learn that the
region’s deputy director had been
placed on paid leave for undis-
closed reasons for more than a
year. The official has stayed home,
at taxpayer expense, while allega-
tions against her are investigated,
said Charlene Red Thunder, direc-
tor of the Aberdeen region.

Dorgan called that unaccept-
able and said it was impossible to
believe that a private-sector
employee would take such a long
leave while being paid. “Not on
your life!” he said.

Red Thunder and Yvette
Roubideaux, director of the Indian
Health Service, said they were
working to correct problems at
the agency.

“We are starting to hold more
people accountable,” Roubideaux
said, noting that five service unit

directors have resigned or been
fired in the past two years.

“We have a serious problem at
Aberdeen,” Roubideaux told
Dorgan. “The Aberdeen area must
do a better job.”

The Aberdeen office serves more
than 100,000 Indians on reservations
in North Dakota, South Dakota,
Nebraska, and Iowa. The region
includes nine hospitals, eight health
centers, two school health stations,
and several smaller health stations
and satellite clinics.
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HTC Hero™

$7999
after $100 mail-in rebate 
debit card with qualifying 
2-yr. Smart Choice Pack 
agreement.

Samsung
Messager® Touch
$2999
after $50 mail-in rebate debit 
card with qualifying 2-yr. service 
agreement.

Switch to Alltel

BlackBerry® Bold™ 9650
smartphone

$9999
after $100 mail-in rebate debit card with
qualifying 2-yr. Smart Choice Pack agreement.

NEW

Add Lines
Get 3 Months

Qualified rate plan, $25 activation fee &
new 2-yr. service agreement apply.

See below for details.

FREE

$100
get a

Save big with this great lineup.
bill credit †

Promotional offers available at 
participating agent locations 
and the following Alltel retail 
locations only: 
Alltel Retail Stores
• These Retail Stores Now Open Sunday.

Aberdeen 
• 3315 6th Ave. S.E. | (605) 229-6635

Brookings
1707 6th St. | (605) 692-6464

Huron
289 Dakota Ave. S. | (605) 352-2001

Kyle
Lakota Trade Ctr. | (605) 455-2190

Mission
563 E. 2nd St. | (605) 856-2525

Mitchell
• 510 E. Havens | (605) 995-0091

Pierre
• 1005 E. Wells Ave. | (605) 224-5854

Pine Ridge
1001 Alltel Drive | (605) 867-2880

Sioux Falls
• 1224 W. 41st St. | (605) 332-4000
• 3709 W. 41st St. | (605) 361-2571

Wagner
116 S. Main | (605) 384-4451

Watertown
• 1414 9th Ave. S.E. | (605) 882-1111

Yankton
1100 Broadway Ave. | (605) 665-1935

Shop at a participating 
retailer:
Equipment & promotional offers 
at these locations may vary.

Aberdeen
Lang's TV | (605) 225-5372
Pro Cellular | (605) 262-6000

Canton
Pro Cellular | (605) 558-2500

Chamberlain
Wedmore's Cellular | (605) 234-5531

Huron
Pro Cellular | (605) 352-4670

Madison
Pro Cellular | (605) 256-0088

Milbank
Pro Cellular | (605) 432-9196

Mitchell
Select Comm., Inc. | (605) 996-0190

Mobridge
Pro Cellular | (605) 845-3950

Parker
Timmerman Cellular | (605) 297-2355

Pierre
Pro Cellular | (605) 945-0563

Sioux Center
Hills Elec. & RadioShack | (712) 722-2541

Sioux Falls
Pro Cellular | (605) 271-6100
Pro Cellular | (605) 323-1200
Wireless Etc. | (605) 334-1135
4511 E. 26th St. | (605) 371-5404
Empire Mall | (605) 362-9494 

Vermillion
Your Wireless Store | (605) 624-2355

Watertown
Pro Cellular | (605) 882-9090

Yankton
Your Wireless Store | (605) 664-2355

For Business & Government Accounts call 1-866-WLS-BIZZ or visit alltelbusiness.com 

Proud Sponsor of:

Offers available at participating locations only.

Federal, state & local taxes & charges apply. In addition, Alltel may charge monthly connectivity, regulatory, administrative & 911 surcharges up to $2.19 & federal & state Universal Service Fund fees (both may vary by customer usage). These additional fees may not be taxes 
or government-required charges & are subject to change. Additional information regarding your taxes, fees & surcharges is available from your Alltel customer service representative & on your monthly bill. †New Activation Credit: $100 bill credit available for a limited time to 
eligible new customers in participating markets. Must activate a primary line of service on a qualifying rate plan $39.99 & higher with qualifying service agreement. Wireless data card activations do not qualify. New secondary line activations do not qualify. Must be a customer 
for 30 consecutive days to receive credit. Limit one (1) $100 one-time bill credit per primary account. Depending on the customer’s bill cycle, credit may be applied to either the fi rst or second bill after qualifying activation. Offer not available to business, Residential Wireless or 
prepaid customers. Certain other restrictions apply. See representative for complete details. May be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Rebate: Device applicable rebates available for a limited time, while supplies last, with activation of a qualifying rate plan. Rebate will be in 
the form of a VISA gift card. Limit 1 rebate per qualifying purchase. Phone may be returned within 15 days of purchase. If mail-in rebate certificate has been submitted, Alltel will refund the purchase price less the rebate amount. Sales tax calculated based on state law. See rebate 
certificate for details. Device Details: Qualifying Alltel rate plan, a new 2-yr. service commitment & credit approval required. $25 non-refundable activation fee applies per line. $200 early termination fee may apply per line. Coverage limited to the Alltel network & roaming partners. 
See map at alltel.com for details. Add Lines Free: Offer not applicable on bundled Wireless Internet Plans. Valid on qualifying, newly-activated secondary lines only. New & existing post-paid customers may add up to four (4) secondary lines for the new additional lines only. New 
2-yr service agreement & $25 non-refundable activation fee required for each new additional line in conjunction with phone promotion. Customer must remain on a qualifying plan throughout duration of three-month promotional period. Three Months Free is only for the monthly 
access charge for each new additional qualifying line, according to your rate plan. Customer may be billed for a prorated portion of rate plan charges in the first bill following activation. Free access begins upon the first day of the first bill cycle following activation. Upon the fourth 
bill cycle following activation, each additional line reverts to the applicable monthly access charge, according to your rate plan. Offer may be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Data Usage Details: Data usage is calculated per kilobyte rather than for airtime used. You may be 
disconnected & lose your data session at any time. In addition to the data transmission charges, you will be charged for other applications, at the rates specified at the time of access or download. Tethering smart devices to a computer requires an additional charge. Canadian Data 
Usage: Canadian data usage is charged in addition to any standard data rate plan, except Extended Wireless Internet. For Wireless Internet Cards, BlackBerry devices, smartphones & wireless handsets with Unlimited Data Minutes or a tether feature, usage is billed at 0.003/kilobyte. 
Canadian data usage is rated by session, & is rounded up to the next penny; multiple sessions rounded up may result in a total cost slightly higher than $0.003/kilobyte. Data usage on wireless handsets that do not have Unlimited Data Minutes or a tether feature will be converted to 
minutes of use at the Canadian Roaming rate, which is subject to change. Smart Choice Pack Requirement: All new or existing customers activating or upgrading to a smart device, including the BlackBerry Bold 9650 & HTC Hero, are required to purchase & maintain a Smart Choice 
Pack of $69.99 or higher/mo for the duration of their contract in order to qualify for the in-contract phone price. Downloads & Applications: Features only available for use in Alltel digital wireless & roaming partner markets. Qualifying Alltel rate plan & approved wireless phone 
required. Airtime, text messaging &/or kilobyte charges may apply when downloading or using features. All features may not work on all phones or in all areas. Features are subject to change & may not be available in all markets. Usage outside of your calling 
plan is subject to additional roaming & long-distance charges. Ringtone/game storage varies by phone. Deleted ringtones/games must be downloaded again for reuse, resulting in an additional charge. Use of games & entertainment applications are intended for 
amusement purposes only. By using certain downloadable applications, such as graphics or games, customer agrees to the Alltel Shop End User License Agreement. For download questions or problems, call Alltel customer service at 1-800-alltel-1. Additional 
Information: Offer available for a limited time, while supplies last.  $25 non-refundable activation fee & $200 early termination fee may apply per line. Offers are subject to the Alltel Terms & Conditions for Communications Services available at any Alltel store or alltel.
com. All product & service marks referenced are the names, trade names, trademarks & logos of their respective owners. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType®, SurePress™ and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In 
Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. ©2010 HTC Corporation. All rights reserved. The HTC logo, HTC Hero & Quietly Brilliant are the trademarks of HTC Corporation. Android is a trademark of Google Inc. Use of 
this trademark is subject to Google Permissions. Screen images are simulated. ©2010 Alltel Communications, LLC. All rights reserved. 
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Lewis & Clark Recreational
Horse Camp

Registration: 8:00 9:30 a.m.
Horse Ride: 9:30 a.m.

Lunch/Entertainment:  1 p.m.
Awards and Prizes:  2 p.m.
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Paid for by Garry Moore

24 Years of 
Experience 

That Counts!

 Elect

GARRY MOOREGARRY MOORE
Yankton County Commission

on November 2nd

 An  Independent Voice of Reason

Let’s prioritize our immediate needs 
and put the taxpayer first!

MIDWEST
Power Outage
Planned For Area

HURON (AP) — Some
southeastern South Dakota
communities along the
Highway 37 and Highway 50
corridors will be without
power for about an hour
Tuesday while NorthWestern
Energy installs a replacement
transformer.

The outage will begin at 11
a.m., affecting the communi-
ties of Lesterville, Utica,
Springfield, Avon, Running
Water and Kingsburg.

NorthWestern Yankton
Area Manager Brad Wenande
says equipment failed over the
weekend and caused several
outages in the area. The
planned outage will ensure
that crews can safely install a
replacement transformer in
the Tripp Junction Substation.

3 Arrested In Meth
Lab Case

ALLIANCE, Neb. (AP) —
Authorities say three Alliance
men face drug charges after
methamphetamine and lab
equipment were found during
a search of two homes.

Court records say 21-year-
old Oscar Herrera, 38-year-old
Manuel Herrera and 39-year-
old John Corson were taken
into custody Friday.

Records say the Herreras
were arrested on suspicion of
possession of a controlled
substance and possession of
an exceptionally hazardous
drug with intent to deliver.

Corson faces allegations of
possession of an exceptionally
hazardous drug with intent to
deliver, possession of
ephedrine to make metham-
phetamine and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

A jail spokesman says all
three remained in custody
Tuesday.

Their attorney, Dave
Eubanks, said he could not
immediately comment.

Most Violent Crime
Decreases In S.D.

ABERDEEN (AP) — The FBI
says most violent crime
dropped in South Dakota last
year but the number of rapes
increased.

The Aberdeen American
News reports that FBI statis-
tics show the number of mur-
ders, robberies and aggravat-
ed assaults fell from 2008 to
2009.

The FBI says there were 21
murders in South Dakota in
2009, down from 26 the year
before. Robberies dropped
from 120 in 2008 to 111 in 2009
and aggravated assaults
decreased from 1,042 to 931
during that time.

The number of rapes rose
from 432 in 2008 to 445 in
2009.

Neb. Hog Number
Drops 5 Percent

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) —
Federal officials say Nebraska
had 5 percent fewer hogs and
pigs on Sept. 1 than it did a
year earlier.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture said Monday that
the state’s total inventory of
hogs and pigs was 3.15 million
head, down 5 percent from a
year ago but up 2 percent
from June 1 this year.

The national inventory of
hogs and pigs was down 3 per-
cent from a year ago, to 65
million head.

The Nebraska breeding
inventory dropped to 370,000
head, down 3 percent from
last year. 

USDA: Rain Hindered
Neb. Harvest

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) —
Recent rain has made it hard
for eastern Nebraska farmers
to continue harvesting their
crops.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture said Monday that
the eastern third of the state
received the most rain last
week, which slowed field
work.

But in western Nebraska,
where little rain fell, winter
wheat seeding is nearly 90 per-
cent done. Statewide, about 69
percent of the winter wheat
crop has been planted.

About 81 percent of the
state’s corn crop rated in good
or excellent condition, and
about 10 percent of the corn
crop has been harvested. Both
those figures are better than
last year.

About 76 percent of the
soybean crop is in good or
excellent condition. That’s
similar to last year at this
time.

Report: Indian Health Service Hired Criminals

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — A sec-
ond teenager hurt in a rollover
crash on I-90 earlier this week
has died.

The South Dakota Highway
Patrol said Tuesday that 19-year-
old Johnathan Pike of Ellsworth
Air Force Base died late Monday
at a Sioux Falls hospital.

Another passenger in the car
that crashed early Monday near
Vivian, 17-year-old Kenneth
Rodriquez of Pierre, died at the
scene.

The car’s driver, 15-year-old
Jessica Forbes of Rapid City, was
hurt but her injuries aren’t
believed to be life threatening.

The Patrol says Forbes lost
control of the vehicle she was
driving on Interstate 90. The
vehicle hit a ditch and rolled.

2nd Teen Dies
After Rollover

Crash
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