
SIOUX FALLS — Fifty-two per-
cent of drivers said they feel less
safe on the roads now than they
did five years ago, according to
the third-annual 2010 Traffic
Safety Culture Index, released
today by the AAA Foundation for
Traffic Safety. The leading reason
cited by American drivers was
distracted driving, with 88 per-
cent of those surveyed rating
drivers who text and email as a
very serious threat to their safe-
ty.

“As mobile technology
evolves at a breakneck pace,
more and more people rightly
fear and recognize that distract-
ed driving — texting, e-mails,
phone calls and more — is a
growing threat on the road. But,
unfortunately, this new data con-
firms the ‘do as I say, not as I do’
attitude is prevalent throughout
much of the driving public,” said
AAA Foundation President and
CEO Peter Kissinger.

The study showed that the
majority of drivers (62 percent)
feel that talking on a cell phone
is a very serious threat to safety,

but they do not always behave
accordingly or believe that oth-
ers share these views. In fact,
nearly 70 percent of those sur-
veyed admitted to talking on
their phones and 24 percent said
they had read or sent text mes-
sages or emails while driving in
the previous month. 

To help change the current
culture of complacency, the AAA
Foundation and AAA are holding
their second annual Heads Up
Driving Week, from Sept. 26-Oct.
3, to encourage drivers to drive
distraction-free.

“Unlike the social stigma sur-
rounding drinking and driving,
driving while texting, e-mailing
or talking on the phone aren’t
perceived as dangerous behav-
iors despite overwhelming scien-
tific evidence of the serious

crash risk these behaviors
pose,” said Kissinger. “This
year’s Traffic Safety Culture
Index helps identify crucial dis-
connects between public percep-
tions and behaviors, an impor-
tant step in helping the public
understand the true risks of
their actions.”

Half of survey respondents
reported having been involved in
a serious crash, having had a
friend or relative injured or
killed in a crash, or both. 

Motorists rated distracted
driving behaviors as some of the
most serious threats to their
safety, yet many admitted to dis-
tracted behaviors like talking on
the cell phone or texting or e-
mailing while driving. 

• Nearly 90 percent identified
texting or e-mailing while driving

as a very serious threat and 80
percent would support a law
banning it.

• Nine out of 10 respondents
personally consider texting or e-
mailing while driving unaccept-
able and two thirds indicated
that they would lose some
respect for a friend who they
saw engaging in those activities
while driving. However, nearly a
quarter of all those surveyed
said they had read or sent a text
or e-mail while driving in the last
month.

• Two-thirds reported they
consider talking on a cell phone
while driving a very serious
threat and nearly half would sup-
port a law banning use of any
phone while driving. However,
nearly 70 percent of all those
surveyed admitted talking on a

phone while driving in the past
month.

“Motor vehicle crashes sud-
denly, prematurely and violently
end the lives of tens of thou-
sands Americans each year —
killing more of our children,
teens and young adults than any
other single cause,” said
Kissinger. “Using a phone while
driving increases your risk of
being in a crash fourfold due to
the physical, visual and mental
distractions. As a society, we no
longer can let distraction kill.”
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VOLIN — The Gayville-Volin
food pantry will soon have a
new place to call home.

Thanks to a $1,500 Horizon
Grant, a new resource room in
Volin is being constructed to
hold the food pantry and other
equipment.

Chuck Flemming has been
working on building the new
room for the food panty, and he
said it will be very useful.

“If at any time anyone needs
food, there are various people
that will have keys to get into
the room. So they would just
have to contact those people,”
he said.

The room is located in the
city shop in Volin, and it is seven
by 12 feet, which is enough room
for a refrigerator.

“There will be shelving inside
and is big enough for a refrigera-
tor for storage of the food
pantry, and whatever else we
can fit in there,” Flemming said.

Flemming has been working
on the room throughout the
summer when he has had the
time. He said there is just a little
bit of trim work left, putting the
steel on the outside of the room
and also building the shelves for
the room.

“I haven’t had much time this
past month,” Flemming said.

“Most of the material is done; it’s
just waiting for me. When we get
a couple people working on it, it
definitely helps.”

The room will also house a
projector and a computer for the
community to use.

“There is a laptop for both
towns and one LCD projector for
both towns,” Flemming said.
“Any community member can
check it out and use it at a
house or church, or any meeting
in general.”

The resource room will be a
welcoming home for the food
pantry, which is kept in two
places — Gayville’s church and
Barbara Egbert’s house.

“When they need the rooms
in the church, we have to store it
at her place,” Flemming said. “I
am not sure how many times it
has been moved.”

The Gayville-Volin food
pantry serves about 10 different
families in the area during the
summer months, according to
Chuck Flemming’s wife, Marie.

She said the food pantry has
started to really fill up during
the past few months because of
donations.

“When we first opened up, we
were pretty bare bones, but have
built it up with donations and
such,” she said.

The addition of the resource
room and a permanent home for
the food pantry will only help it

expand as well.
“We will have storage for

more items because of a larger
room,” Marie said. “We can have
a different number of items
instead of just basic supplies.”

She is hoping to have a refrig-
erator in the room, but it
depends if the food pantry has
enough money for one.

“It depends on how the dona-
tions stand if we will get a fridge,

and if it will be a new one,” she
said. “We could have fresh pro-
duce if we get a fridge, and if we
get a freezer, it would mean
fewer trips to Sioux Falls to pick
up food from there.”
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S.D. Historical
Records Board

Announces
Re-Grant

Opportunity 
PIERRE — The South Dakota

State Historical Records
Advisory Board (SD SHRAB) is
offering records caretakers
across the state a re-grant
opportunity, using grant funds
from the National Historical
Publications and Records
Commission (NHPRC), National
Archives and Records
Administration. 

The deadline for application
submission is Nov. 30. 

“With the grant money, the
board will be able to dissemi-
nate $3,000 in funds to local
repositories, organizations, and
historical societies to encour-
age and support identification
and preservation of historical
records, as well as training for
staffers who care for those
records,” said Chelle Somsen,
SD SHRAB chair and state
archivist for the South Dakota
State Historical Society at the
Cultural Heritage Center in
Pierre. 

The SD SHRAB advocates
preservation of historical
records, educates the public
and records caretakers about
the importance of historical
records, and leads the historical
community in preserving, pro-
moting, and providing access to
the state’s documentary her-
itage, Somsen said. The purpose
of the re-grant program is to
address priorities identified in
the SD SHRAB strategic plan. 

Priorities identified include:
• Increased access to

archival collections; 
• Increased opportunities

for education, training, and
development in archives and
collection management; 

• Identification of important
historical records that are at
risk; and; 

• Increased funding for
South Dakota’s historical
records 

For information on the
guidelines for the grant and the
application, see
http://history.sd.gov/Archives/
SHRAB/shrabactivity.aspx or
call the South Dakota State
Historical Society-Archives at
(605) 773-3804. 
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Construction on Volin’s resource room continues. The room needs some steel on the sides and some
trimming. The room will hold Gayville-Volin’s food pantry, an LCD projector and a laptop when it’s
completed.

VOLIN

Resource Room To House Food Pantry
Horizons Grant Helps Community
Find Permanent Home For Pantry

AAA: Motorists Feel Less Safe Because Of Distracted Drivers

Grants Are
Available To
4-H Clubs,
FFA, FCCLA
Chapters

PIERRE — The South Dakota
Department of Agriculture has
announced that grants are now
available through the Building Our
South Dakota Rural Communities
(BOSDRC) program.

Grants are open to 4-H Clubs,
FFA Chapters, and Family Career
and Community Leaders of
America (FCCLA) Chapters. The
grants were developed to demon-
strate the importance of rural
communities and the value of
organizations working together to
improve rural life.

Two types of grants are avail-
able. The basic grant is used for
community improvement projects
and is limited to $750 per project.
The safety grant is used for proj-
ects that enhance public safety
and is limited to $200 per project.

Any 4-H club, FFA or FCCLA
chapter in South Dakota can apply
for the grant. Applications are due
Oct. 31. Awards will be announced
in late November.

All applications must be sub-
mitted on the approved forms for
Fiscal Year 2011. Grant application
forms and more information can
be obtained on the department’s
website at
http://sdda.sd.gov/AgDevelopment
/FinancePrograms/default.aspx or
by calling 605-773-5436. 


