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2010 Legal and Public
Notices

or thirty (30) days after the bid 
opening for the project, which 
ever occurs first;
C. Any copies of the plans and 
specifications made by the bid-
der will be destroyed immedi-
ately after the State provides no-
tice that bidder will not be 
awarded a contract, or thirty 
(30) days after the bid opening 
for the project, which ever oc-
curs first; 
D. If bidder does not submit a 
bid, bidder will fulfill the re-
quirements of B and C above on 
or before the date of the bid 
opening;
E. The plans and specifications 
are to be used only with respect 
to this project and are not to be 
used for any other project or 
purposes other than preparing a 
bid for this project;  
F. The plans and specifications 
will not be disseminated to any 
person or entity for purposes 
other than obtaining pricing in-
formation without the express 
written approval of the state;
G. All information contained in 
the plans and specifications is 
confidential; and
H. Should the bidder dissemi-
nate the plans and specifications 
to an individual or entity for 
purposes of obtaining pricing in-
formation, the bidder will re-
quire that individual or entity to 
adhere to the terms set forth 
herein.  The bidder, however, 
assumes no liability for the mis-
use of the plans and specifica-
tions by such third party or such 
third party's failure to comply 
with the provisions contained 
herein.
Should bidder be awarded a con-

tract for construction of the pro-
ject, bidder does not need to re-
turn or destroy plans and specifi-
cations until after completion of 
the project.

Each bid in excess of 
$50,000.00 must be accompanied 
by a certified check, cashier's 
check or draft in the amount of 
5% of the base bid and all add al-
ternates and drawn on a State or 
National Bank or a 10% bid bond 
issued by a surety authorized to 
do business in the State of South 
Dakota and made payable to the 
Department of Social Services of 
the State of South Dakota.

The Department of Social Serv-
ices reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids and to waive any 
irregularities therein.

KRISTI HONEYWELL, P.E.
State Engineer

Office of the State Engineer
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this fall.
Notice will soon be given to proceed on an alley paving proj-

ect between Riverside Drive and Second Street just west of Wal-
nut Street. That will give property owners on the southern edge
of Walnut paved access to those parcels when Walnut Street be-
tween Riverside Drive and Second Street is closed to allow
pedestrians safe access to the bridge.

“Hopefully, (the state is) ready to hand it over to us just after
we’ve completed the alley work,” Russell said. “That would
work really good, because we want to keep everything safe.”

Improvements to the north approach such as landscaping
work would likely wait until next year, he added.

On the issue of safety, Heiman warned the public to stay off
the bridge until it is officially opened.

“The contractor is still seeing people on the bridge,” he said.
“We’d like to avoid that. There are open holes. There is a nine-
foot hole all across the deck, for example. We don’t want any-
body out there, because it is definitely a hazard.”

Meridian
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SPOTON
A crew does spot painting

on the Meridian Bridge

Wednesday afternoon. The

painting is being done on

areas where joint work was

completed for the conver-

sion of the structure into a

pedestrian bridge. Officials

expect the converted bridge

to be finished by the end of

October. A final date for

opening the bridge to the

public has not been

established.

(Kelly Hertz/P&D)
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Keller sees growing global de-
mand for American foodstuffs,
with a spin-off impact on farm
machinery and input materials.

“The middle class is develop-
ing in other countries, and the
demand for our farm products is
going up, not down,” he said.
“There is more interest in high-
quality foods, more meat for pro-
tein. These countries can afford
more protein, and we grow pro-
tein well.”

The demand for American
food is not limited to one part of
the world, Keller said.

“Brazil is a big economy and a
big population center. Russia is
another economy that is gain-
ing,” he said. “Millions of people
are starting to eat more food that
we export. In the long term, we
are doing that (food production)
better than anybody else.”

North Dakota enjoys an oil
boom in addition to its strong
agriculture, and South Dakota
and Nebraska are national lead-
ers in ethanol and other biofuels,
Keller said.

“Right now, energy policy and
environmental policy go hand in
hand, and politicians are looking
to invest in alternative energy,”
he said. “But more needs to
made (of opportunities) in the
private sector. There is a lot of
research being done, and there
are people with ideas and
investments.”

Besides its agriculture boom,
South Dakota’s economy — in-
cluding Yankton — has enjoyed a
strong health care industry,
Keller said.

“When it comes to health is-
sues, people will spend on that
regardless of the economy,” he
said. “People are not going to cut
corners when it comes to health
care. The demand always seems
to go up.”

The region also escaped the
housing bubble that has placed a
drag on other parts of the coun-
try, Keller said.

“Very few of our banks were
overextended or over-leveraged,”

he said. “They weren’t chasing
around, looking for borrowers
who weren’t qualified.”

South Dakota has also kept its
jobless rate under 5 percent, or
about half the national average,
Keller said.

However, that doesn’t mean
the state has been without prob-
lems, he said. The manufacturing
sector took a hit at the height of
the recession, with Yankton hold-
ing one of the
state’s highest
jobless rates at
more than 7
percent.

“Yankton is a
little more in-
dustrial than
most of South
Dakota and was
one of the worst
affected (by the
economic down-
turn),” he said.

Yankton has
made gains in
its manufacturing with the recent
expansion of businesses, but
manufacturing continues to
struggle nationally, Keller said.

“Most of the manufacturing
segments in the country and the
world have significantly under-
utilized capacity. I would guess
that we have in the neighbor-
hood of 30 percent unused ca-
pacity in many industries,” he
said. “We have to see demand in-
crease. For the industry to really
grow, you need to add jobs and
new facilities, and to buy new
equipment.”

RIDING OUT THE STORM
South Dakota and Nebraska

may be enjoying a relatively
strong economy, but those states
don’t exist in a vacuum, Keller
said. They are ultimately affected
by the national and global
turmoil.

“If the economy is going to
bounce back, the Europeans
need to get a handle on things,”
he said. “And the U.S. govern-
ment is going to have to come up
with some sort of clear plan to
address the deficit and address
the job growth idea. But there is
political gridlock, which adds un-
certainty both in Europe and
America.”

Keller fears that politicians

lack the courage to take bold ac-
tion or the will to reach a
compromise.

“I don’t see any signs of peo-
ple coming to an agreement on a
clear plan,” he said. “I hope we
don’t dig in and wait for an elec-
tion. It’s a real waste of 15
months. A lot of times, you never
get that (lost opportunity) back.”

The United States needs to
seize the moment, Keller said.

“Would (a delay) kill us? Prob-
ably not,” he said. “But wouldn’t
it be better if we started getting
things (back on track)? I think
that waiting means lost opportu-
nity, although it’s probably not a
death knell.”

Keller wasn’t surprised by the
stalemate over the nation’s debt
limit.

“I predicted early and often
that they would dilly-dally
around and that it would come
up to the last minute. What they
came up with wasn’t substantial
and basically kicked the can,” he
said.

“They will postpone (action)
until the next time that the ceil-
ing comes up. It’s a problem with
politics and not a problem of
economics, which in itself is
solvable.”

Europe has seen even greater
economic chaos with its huge
collective economy, Keller said.
He looks for the devaluation of
currency and other moves that
will add to the anxiety.

Meanwhile, the American
stock market undergoes huge
swings, the USD dean said.

“People sit on their hands,
waiting to see what happens,” he
said. “They’re worried about the
bubble bursting with change.”

Parties with wealth are steer-

ing clear of risky investments
and holding on to incredible
amounts of cash, Keller said.

“They are now talking about
trillions — that’s starting with a
‘t’ — of dollars they are sitting
on,” he said. “Formerly, we had
95 percent (of wealth) in portfo-
lios of stocks and bonds, and 5
percent in cash. Now, we are
finding a lot of wealthy people
sitting on 20 to 25 percent of

their invest-
ments in cash.”

Keller antici-
pates continued
wild swings in
the stock mar-
ket as uncer-
tainty reigns,
pushing money
toward safe in-
vestments with
little return.

“As far as
markets, (in-
vestors) are
looking for di-

rection. But there are wild gyra-
tions. I don’t see much change
for two or three years,” he said.
“(Investors) are moving into AAA
government bonds and safe
things like cash, (certificates of
deposit) and the bank savings
accounts.”

Consumer spending has
tanked as the national unemploy-
ment rate remains above 9 per-
cent and people fear for their
jobs or are living on much
smaller paychecks, Keller said.

“We won’t have strong recov-
ery until unemployment drops. If
it’s 10 percent unemployment,
people aren’t confident until the
figure become lower,” he said.
“There is no way we are going to
grow the economy and boost
production until we get unem-
ployment below 5 percent.”

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
Politicians remain polarized

on the idea of another stimulus,
Keller said.

“They are talking about the
short-term stimulus versus no
stimulus and a cut in government
spending that will produce some
sort of growth. There is nowhere
in the middle,” he said.

Stimulus projects could bene-
fit areas such as infrastructure,
but any government stimulus

produces only short-term re-
sults, Keller said.

“It’s not the government that
produces growth. Ultimately, the
private sector has to produce,”
he said. “We have to find seg-
ments of the economy that Amer-
icans can rally around, where we
can generate a bunch of new
jobs. They have to produce
something that people want to
buy. We have got to get corpora-
tions to invest their cash.”

The nation also faces tough
questions about tackling the
deficit, Keller said. Congress
could opt for some tax increases
along with broad-based budget
cuts, he said. However, those
cuts would affect popular pro-
grams such as education, health
care, farm programs, federal dis-
aster aid and military spending.

“As far as cuts, it’s a matter of
whose ox gets gored the most,”
he said.

The United States faces criti-
cal decisions on defense spend-
ing, particularly with two wars
still ongoing as the nation ap-
proaches the 10th anniversary of
9/11, Keller said.

“It may be money well spent
(on wars). But instead of spend-
ing into the trillions (of dollars)
in Iraq and Afghanistan, what if it
would go into jobs in America?”
he asked. “Instead of all that
money spent on troops and
equipment, we invested it in in-
frastructure, it would be a con-
siderably different world.”

While South Dakota is not im-
mune from the recession, it also
avoids the wild economic swings
often found elsewhere in the na-
tion, Keller said.

“In many parts of the country,
they are going from boom to
bust,” he said. “We don’t have
many booms when the rest of the
nation is booming, but we also
aren’t caught in a lot of busts. We
had one gold rush (in the Black
Hills), and that was it.”

Despite the gloom and doom
of some naysayers, Keller be-
lieves the nation will find a solu-
tion to its economic woes.

“I am generally pretty opti-
mistic that this will work out,” he
said. “For our purposes, we put
our faith in (believing) that it
will.”
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YANKTON MEDICAL CLINIC, P.C. IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE ASSOCIATION OF

Clarissa Barnes, M.D.
Board Eligible Internal Medicine

Dr. Barnes is a graduate of The Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. She
completed her Internal Medicine residency training at The Johns Hopkins
Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland.

Additionally, Dr. Barnes completed internships with the Global AIDS
Alliance, the Center for Biosecurity, and the Department of Health and
Human Services during her years in medical school.

Please join with us in welcoming Dr. Barnes to the Yankton area.
The Clinic is pleased to bring her into our medical community as
well as to the many patients she will serve.

Dr. Barnes began seeing patients at the
Yankton Medical Clinic, P.C. on Sept. 1, 2011.
Appointments can be made by calling 605-665-1152.

Dr. Barnes,
Meet

Internal Medicine

So Much Care, So Close to Home.®

Everybody is nervous. I think, basically, it’s a

mood of uncertainty, and of course, uncertainty is

usually translated into a lack of action. I think that

businesses are not investing, banks are not lend-

ing and employers are not employing people be-

cause everyone is hesitating.

MIKE KELLER

NEWS AROUND
THE CLOCK
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