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THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH DAKOTA AT AIR FORCE ACADEMY

COYOTES
0-0 (0-0 Great West)

Ao GAME DAY

1 p.m., Falcon Stadium (8,500), USAF Academy, Colo.

Radio: 102.7 FM, 1450 AM, 91.1 FM

USD STAT LEADERS

RUSHING

Att  Yds Av Long TD
Chris Ganious 188 817 4.? 62 4
Dante Warren 9% 393 41 36 6
Marcus Sims 52 286 55 37 1
COYOTES 392 1,660 4.2 62 12
Opponents 398 1,863 4.7 74 19
PASSING

Com At Yds Int TD
Dante Warren 161 292 2137 6 18
COYOTES 168 314 2278 8 19
Opponents 198 294 2503 10 15
RECEIVING

No Yds Avg Long TD
Will Powell 47 933 19! 75 10
Dustin Nowotny 34 489 144 46 1
COYOTES 168 2,278 136 75 19
Opponents 198 2,503 12.6 58 15
PLACE KICKING

EPm EPa FGm FGa Lon
Kevin Robb 29 32 12 16 48
PUNTING

No Avg. Long  In20
Cole Zwiefelhofer 53 43. 60 18
DEFENSIVE LEADERS

Tack TFL Sack INT FR
Shea Wiliams 89 65 30 — 2
Shane Potter 76 1.0 — - -
Adam Broders 75 65 05 1 1
Aaron Swift 61 1 — 1 1
Marquis Butler 48 15 — 1 —
Andrew Meier 48 15 — 1 —
COYOTES 785 53 18 10 9
0 4

pponents 755 79 21 8
(2010 Statistics, Only players returning in “11 noted)

AFA STAT LEADERS

RUSHING

Att  Yds Av7g Long TD
Asher Clark 182 1,031 5. 28 5
Tim Jefferson 154 794 52 59 15

Jonathan Warzeka 44 312 76 54 4

FALCONS 748 3985 53 59 #
Opponents 549 2,620 4.8 65 24
PASSING

Com At Yds Int TD
Tim Jefferson 82 159 1459 6 10
FALCONS 88 168 1551 6 12
Opponents 176 321 1921 12 10
RECEIVING

No Yds Av Long TD

Jonathan Warzeka 18 406 22 63 3
Zack Kauth 16 274 174 39 4
Mikel Hunter 5 106 212 37 1
FALCONS 88 1551 176 63 12
Opponents 176 1,921 109 59 10
PLACE KICKING

EPm EPa FGm FGa Long
Erik Soderberg 42 44 5 10 3

PUNTING

No Avg. Long In20
Tim Jefferson 12 45. Al 8
DEFENSIVE LEADERS

Tack TFL Sack INT FR
Jordan Waiwaiole 96 75 20 1 1
Jon Davis 93 20 — 3 1
Brady Amack 82 45 15 1 —
Patrick Hennessey 60 100 20 — 2
Zach Payne 55 65 10 — —
FALCONS 936 61 14 122 10
Op| 1"

ponents 1,053 54 5 6
(2010 Statistics, Only players returning in “11 noted)

PREDICTION

USD will put up a fight, but the quickness
and discipline of Air Force will make it a tough
go, especially in a season opener.

Air Force 42, USD 14

man 10-4; Inman-Karlie Warne H def. Henderson-Gill 11-9;

Date Opponent uUsD 0 . ) .
Sept. 3 atp ir Force (1p.m.) PP Series: First Meeting
Sept. 10 Eastern Washington (4 p.m.)
Sept. 17 Northwestern Oklahoma State (4 p.m.)
Sept. 24 at Wisconsin (11a.m.)
Oct. 1 Lindenwood (4 p.m.)
Oct. 8 Southemn Utah (4 p.m.)
Oct.15  atlllinois State (3 p.m.)
Oct.22  UC Davis (4 p.m.)
Oct.29  atCal Poly (8:05 p.m.)
Nov. 12 Missouri S&T (noon)
Nov.19  atNorth Dakota (1 p.m.)
AIR FORCE
0-0 (0-0 Mountain West)
Date Opponent AFA  Opp
Sept.3  South Dakota (noon MT)
Sept. 10 Texas Christian (1:30 p.m.)
Sept. 24 Tennessee State (1 p.m.)
Oct. 1 at Navy (noon)
Oct. 8 at Notre Dame (3:30 p.m.)
Oct.13  San Diego State (6 p.m.)
Oct. 22 atBoise State (1:30 p.m.) : .
Oct.29  atNew Mexico (noon) JAMES D. CIMBUREK/P&D
Nov. 5 Army (1:30 p.m.) , . . ' .
Nov.12  Wyoming (noon) South Dakota’s Chris Ganious (20) celebrates after scoring
Nov.19  UNLV (4p.m) his second touchdown of the game during the Coyotes’ 34-6 vic-
Nov. 26 at Colorado State (4 p.m) tory over Northern Colorado during the 2010 season. The Coyotes
PROBABLE STARTERS head to Division | FBS Air Force to open the 2011 season today.
Pos No Name Ht Wt Yr
E 85  Michael Neilson 6-3 224 Sr
l[I; ;g m{ gommﬁn gt; ggi 2r Lr,,_,.—?) Outdoors, FieldTurf, game time temp of
atl Poriscl - r
C 69 TimRoss 60 2% & ] 68, chance of thunderstorms by the end of the
RG 64  BrentJohnson 65 309 Sr y game.
RT 78  RJ.Polley 66 320 Sr
WR 17 Will Powell 61 206 Jr
WR 1 Dustin Nowotny 6-3 215 Sr m—
RB 20  Chris Ganious 57 190 Sr
FB 87  Quintin McMartin 61 234 U '
G 2 Dante Wanen 60 196 S GWC Al The_ Press & ngotan s Jeremy Hoeck
North Dakota 0-0 1-0 does a live chat during every Coyote home
COYOTE DEFENSE Find it online at
Pos No Name HCOwt vr South Dakota 0-0 0-0 game. Find itonline a
DE 11 Tyler Starr 65 236 So Cal Poly 0-0 0-0 www.yankton.net/coyotegameday. Com-
NT 9  Jesse Weisbrod 65 2 s Southern Utah 0-0 090 plete coverage will be available in Tuesday’s
DT 91 David Giese 6-3 280 Jr UC Davi 0-0 0-1 P & Dakot
OLB 29  Andrew Meier 64 228 S avis ress & Dakotan.
ILB 44  Adam Broders 6-2 221 Sr
ILB 42  SheaWiliams 62 224 Sr MATCHUPS
OLB 43  Darius Hogans 61 215 Jr _
cB 7 Chris Frierson 61 180 So
SS 8 Shane Potter 6-2 207 Sr
FS 26 Aaron Swift 58 164 So
CB 10  Marquis Butler 60 191 S COYOTE OFFENSE VS. AFA DEFENSE @
While the Coyotes have much of their offense from a year ago intact, the =
Pos No N:ﬁ'QCONS OFFENSEHt W Falcons return a ton of defensive talent. USD has a size advantage on the line, %‘.
TE 81  JoshuaFreeman 63 200 Sr i butAir Force has speed in their favor.
OL 75  Jason Kons 6-4 255 Jr %
OL 67  Jordan Eason 63 255 Jr i
C 5  Michael Hester 63 2% s : COYOTE DEFENSE VS. AFA OFFENSE
98 T3 A Walerstei G4 285 & While USD returns much of its starting lineup from a season ago, Air Force
evin Whitt 6-3 260 Sr & X .
RB 35  WesCobb 59 196 J : returnsa1,000-yard rusher, Asher Clark, and a quarterback who, with his next
WR 15  JonathanWarzeka 510 180 Sr i victory, will tie the Academy’s record for career victories at the position, Tim Jeffer-
WR 10  Mikel Hunter 59 170 Jr H H
RE 17 AsherClark 55 190 & | son, Jr. The Falcons also run a quirky offense that is tough to prepare for.
QB 7  TimJefferson, Jr. 60 205 Sr
FALCONS DEFENSE i SPECIAL TEAMS
Sl SN & M & ¢+ TheCoyotes have one of the best punters in the nation, regardless of divi-
DL 86  Ryan Gardner 62 260 S : sion, inthe left-footed Cole Zwiefelhofer. USD also has a sophomore kicker,
DL 88  BenKopacka 65 25 Sr i Kevin Robb, who eamed several preseason accolades. Air Force returns its
B 9  AlexMeans 65 230 Jro kicker but will start t
B 32  Jordan Waiwaiole 63 230 s : KICKErbutwill starta new punter.
LB 41  Brady Amack 60 227 S i
LB 44  Patrick Hennessey 62 225 Sr i
DB 5  Anthony Wright 510 200 Sr i INTANGIBLES_ ) ) )
DB 31  BrianLindsay 61 220 Jr i Itis hard not to go with Air Force on this one. Mental and physical toughness
DB 6 Jon Davis 61 210 Sr ¢ i i i
DB 14 skl 60 15 S | are a pillar of any program at the Academy, and especially in football.
n
Coyotes Gazelles Win Two To Improve To 7-3
MITCHELL — The Yankton Taylor Rothenberger also win-
From Page 7

“They have a different type of
pace, a different tempo. They’re not
going to lay down,” Meierkort said.
“We need to tackle well against this
team.”

Defensively, the Falcons boast a
veteran group, starting nine seniors.
Linebackers Jordan Waiwaiole and
Brady Amack and defensive back Jon
Davis were the top tacklers a year
ago. Linebacker Patrick Hennessey
tied for top honors with 10 tackles for
loss and tied Waiwaiole for second on
the team with two sacks.

South Dakota also boasts several
returning on defense, with 10 starters
and 32 players who saw time defen-
sively returning. Redshirt sophomore
Tyler Starr has made an impact in
early practices, and will join seniors
Jesse Weisbrod and Evan Capper, and
juniors David Giese and Jordan Eaton
on the defensive front. Linebackers
Adam Broders and Shea Williams re-
turn, with several others in the mix.
Senior Shane Potter and sophomore
Aaron Swift anchor the safety spots,
with senior Marquis Butler and sopho-
more Dametrious Turner back at cor-
ner.
The Coyotes boast several offen-
sive weapons, not the least of which is
lineman Tom Compton, who is emerg-
ing as a NFL prospect.

“Tom’s had them all here,”
Meierkort said, referring to NFL
scouts. “He’s one of the best I've had
and right now he’s only looking for-
ward to another year for the Coyotes.”

The Coyotes return senior quarter-
back Dante Warren, who threw for
2,137 yards and 18 touchdowns a year
ago, as well as their top two receivers
— Will Powell (47-933, 10 TD) and
Dustin Nowotny (34-489, 1 TD) — and
top three rushers — Chris Ganious
(188-817, 4 TD), Warren (96-393, 6 TD)
and Marcus Sims (52-286, 1 TD).

USD also has game-changers on
special teams, preseason All-American
punter Cole Zwiefelhofer (43.2 yards
per attempt), kicker Kevin Robb and
return specialist Jeremy Blount.
Blount enters the game just 47 kickoff
return yards from becoming the Coy-
otes’ all-time leader in that category.

Game time is 1 p.m. Central, noon
in the Mountain time zone where the
game will be played.

Gazelles girls’ tennis team ran
its record to 7-3 with sweep of
Eastern South Dakota Confer-
ence rivals Pierre and Mitchell
in a triangular Friday in Mitchell.

Yankton opened with a 54
victory over Pierre. Vanessa
Rockne, Lexie Klimisch, Dani Gill
and Sarah Rockne each won in
singles play. Vanessa Rockne
and Klimisch also teamed up for
a doubles win.

The Gazelles finished the
sweep with a 6-3 victory over
Mitchell. Vanessa Rockne, Klim-
isch, Sarah Rockne and Sarah
Santos each won in singles play.
Vanessa Rockne and Klimisch
scored a 10-0 victory in doubles
play, with Sarah Rockne and

ning in doubles.

Yankton returns to action
today (Saturday) for a triangular
in Madison. The event, a 9 a.m.
start time, includes a rematch
with Watertown, one of three
teams to beat the Gazelles this

season.

YANKTON 6, MITCHELL 3

SINGLES: Vanessa Rockne Y def. Amanda Hegg 10-3;
Lexie Klimisch Y def. Courtney Wells 10-1; Kendra Cersosimo
M def. Leslie Henderson 10-6; Kayla White M def. Dani Gill
10-2; Sarah Rockne Y def. Chelsea Kracht 10-1; Sarah San-
tos Y def. Grace Grabenstein 11-10 (7-0)

DOUBLES: Vanessa Rockne-Klimisch Y def. Hegg-Cer-
sosimo 10-0; Wells-White M def. Henderson-Gill 10-5; Sarah
Rockne-Taylor Rothenberger Y def. Kracht-Haley Smith 10-3

JV: Taylor Rothenberger Y def. Abby Yahne 8-3; Sarah
Santos Y def. Yahne 8-3

YANKTON 5, PIERRE 4

SINGLES: Vanessa Rockne Y def. Eileen Leong 10-2;
Lexie Klimisch Y def. Kate Wollman 10-0; Abby Burke H def.
Leslie Henderson 11-9; Dani Gill Y def. Kristin Inman 10-3;
Sarah Rockne Y def. Emily Dix 10-8; Aubrey Wald H def. Sarah
Santos 10-1

DOUBLES: Vanessa Rockne-Klimisch Y def. Leong-Woll-

Yankton Tops Vermillion
In Boys’ Golf Dual

VERMILLION — The Yankton
Bucks had four golfers shoot
under 80, including 73s from
Mitch Schlingman and Brandon
Frick, as they beat Vermillion in
a boys’ golf dual Friday at The
Bluffs Golf Course in Vermillion.

Jace Guthmiller shot 79 for
the Bucks, who beat Vermillion
312-365. Yankton’s fourth sub-80
score came from Mason
Sundleaf, who shot 78 on the JV
side.

Also for the Bucks’ varsity,
Logan Megard shot 87, Lane
Sawatzke shot 88 and Ben
Jensen carded a 93.

Carter Andre led Vermillion
with an 82. Also for the Tan-
agers, Mitch Ellison shot 84,
Peter Haught shot 92, Jacob
Odens carded a 107, Paul
Schwasinger shot 108 and Jay
Munger carded a 109.

Yankton JV got an 84 from
Brady Weidmeier, 92 from Eric
Stratman, 96 from Zach Kos-
matka, 100 from Evan Hoffman

and 101 from Jason Schindler.
VARSITY: Yankton 312, Vermillion 365
INDIVIDUAL: Brandon Frick, Yankton 73; Mitch Schling-

Basement Walls Bowed?

Foundation Settling?
Wet Basement?

« Multiple Solutions & Financing Available « Free Estimates
800-392-3389
BLACKBURN BASEMENT SYSTEMS

www.blackburnbasementrepair.com

man, Yankton 73; Mason Sundleaf, Yankton JV 78; Jace Guth-
miller, Yankton 79; Carter Andre, Vermillion 82; Brady Wied-
meier, Yankton JV 84; Mitch Ellison, Vermillion 84; Logan
Megard, Yankton 87; Lane Sawatzke, Yankton 88; Eric Strat-
man, Yankton JV 92; Peter Haught, Vermillion 92; Ben
Jensen, Yankton 93; Zach Kosmatka, Yankton JV 96; Evan
Hoffman, Yankton JV 100; Jason Shindler, Yankton JV 101;
Jacob Odens, Vermillion 107; Paul Schwasinger, Vermillion
108; Jay Munger, Vermillion 109

West Holt Inv.

ATKINSON, Neb. — Boone
Central’s Britany Seda and Amy
Ahlers finished 1-2, leading the
Cardinals to team honors at the
West Holt Invitational girls’ golf
tournament Thursday at Stuart
Country Club.

Seda shot a 2-over 80 and
Ahlers shot 86 as the Cardinals
finished at 403. Valentine, led by
third and fourth place finishers
Alex Bauer (94) and Michelle
Renning (96), finished second in

the team race at 410.

TEAM SCORES: Boone Central 403, Valentine 410,
O'Neill 487, West Holt 488, Crofton 501, Hartington Cedar
Catholic 508, Elkhorn Valley 520, Ainsworth 545, Pierce 569

TOP 15: Britany Seda, Boone Central 80; Amy Ahlers,
Boone Central 86; Alex Bauer, Valentine 94; Michelle Ren-
ning, Valentine 96; Allison Depko, O'Neill 101; Shae De-
Naeyer, Valentine 102; Mariah Zavadil, Crofton 105; Shauna
Reikofski, Elkhorn Valley 108; Gina Dendinger, Crofton 112;
Nicole Lind, O'Neill 113; Faith Leetch, Boone Central 114; Jan-
ice Finkral, Battle Creek 115; Kelsey Lentz, Cedar Catholic
117; Nicole Carstens, Pierce 118; Shawna Wheeler, Valentine
118

Dix-Wald H def. Sarah Rockne-Taylor Rothenberger 10-8
JV: Rothenberger Y def. Warner 8-3

Roosevelt 9, Vermillion 0
VERMILLION — Sioux Falls
Roosevelt swept Vermillion 9-0
in girls’ tennis action Friday.
The closest match of the day
came at flight one singles, where
Roosevelt’s Brittany Kovlen
needed a tiebreaker to defeat
Claire Jones 6-3, 4-6 (10-5).
Vermillion heads to Madison

Tuesday for a triangular.

SINGLES: Brittany Kovlen R def. Claire Jones 6-3, 4-6
(10-5); Kara Bunkers R def. Valerie Robinson 6-2, 6-2; Kasey
Shgreu R def. Abby Weiss 6-0, 6-0; McKayla Johnson R def.
Libby Sykes 6-0, 6-0; Mackenzie Vanderwade R def. Shelby
Glover 6-1, 6-0; Lexy Ronning R def. Rose Steinmeyer 6-0, 6-
0

DOUBLES: Kovlen-Bunkers R def. Jones-Robinson 6-1,
6-1; Shgreu-Johnson R def. Weiss-Sykes 6-0, 6-0; Vander-
wade-Ronning R def. Steinmeyer-Glover 6-0, 6-1
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Southern Utah at SDSU, 6 p.m., Coughlin-Alumni

Radio: 570 AM

Series: SDSU 3-1; Last Meeting: SDSU 52, SUU 27 (2007)

Quick Hitters

M Tonight marks the 16th annual “Ce-
real Bowl” for South Dakota State.

B Southern Utah quarterback Brad
Sorensen, a junior, was named the presea-
son Offensive Player of the Year for the
Great West Conference. He passed for a
school-record 3,163 yards and 21 touch-
downs in leading the Thunderbirds to the
league title a year ago.

Il With 64 yards tonight, SDSU junior
Thomas O'Brien will join the top 10 in career
passing yards for the Jackrabbits.

M After leading the team in receptions
(64) and receiving yards (808) a year ago —
twice his nearest teammate — Yankton na-
tive Tyrel Kool (Sr.) returns to running back
for the Jacks.

Hl Another player transitioning for SDSU
is Dale Moss, who was a standout guard for
the Jackrabbits’ men’s basketball team. He
joined the Jacks during spring drills and is
pencilled in as a No. 2 receiver in the X-
back position.

M Longtime WNAX announcer Steve
Imming will be honored at halftime of
tonight's game. Imming was the voice of the

Jackrabbits for football and men’s basketball
for 19 seasons.

Key Matchup

SUU Offensive Line vs. SDSU Defen-
sive Line: Southern Utah returns its entire
starting offensive line, with four starters tip-
ping the scales at 300 pounds or more.
SDSU returns three starters and several
others with experience in the front four, led
by three-year starter Jake Steffen.

MVFC Standings

Conf  All

South Dakota State 0-0 0-0
Indiana State 0-0 0-0
Missouri State 0-0 0-0
Northern lowa 0-0 0-0
North Dakota State 0-0 0-0
Southern lllinois 0-0 0-0
lllinois State 0-0 0-1
Western lllinois 0-0 0-1
Youngstown State 0-0 0-1

GAME DAy

Quick Hitters

M Nebraska has not lost a season
opener since 1985 (Florida State).

M Right tackle Tyler Moore will be the
first true freshman to start on the offensive
line in an opener for Nebraska.

B The Mocs, under coach Russ Hues-
man, have had back-to-back winning sea-
sons for the first time in nearly 20 years.
Chattanooga won five Southern Conference
games last season, the Mocs’ highest total
since 1985.

M Chattanooga has been a good luck
charm to the FBS teams they have played.
In each of the past three years, the Mocs
have played a team that played for the na-
tional championship, including champions
Alabama (2009) and Auburn (2010). The
Mocs have also played against three
straight Heisman Trophy winners: Okla-
homa’s Sam Bradford (2008), Alabama’s
Mark Ingram (2009) and Cam Newton of
Auburn (2010).

M Chattanooga will get $475,000 for
playing Nebraska at Memorial Stadium.

Chattanooga at UNL, 2:30 p.m., Memorial Stadium

Radio: 93.1 FM; TV: Big Ten Network

Series: First Meeting

Key Matchup

Chattanooga QB B.J. Coleman vs. Ne-
braska’s secondary. Coleman, a big-time re-
cruit who transferred from Tennessee in
2009, is an NFL prospect beginning his third
year as the starter. He'll surely try to take
advantage of Andrew Green, who appeared
in one game last season and will be starting
in place of star CB Alfonzo Dennard (leg
muscle strain). (AP)

Big Ten Standings

Legends Division Conf  All
Nebraska 0-0 0-0
lowa 0-0 0-0
Michigan 0-0 0-0
Michigan State 0-0 0-0
Minnesota 0-0 0-0
Northwestern 0-0 0-0
Leaders Division Conf  All
Wisconsin 0-0 1-0
lllinois 0-0 0-0
Indiana 0-0 0-0
Ohio State 0-0 0-0
Penn State 0-0 0-0
Purdue 0-0 0-0

Air Force

From Page 7

are really good,” Falcons safety
Jon Davis said. “If we don’t come
out and play like we should play,
then there’s a chance that we
could lose this game. ... It’s not a
team we can just walk over.”

Maybe they can run over
them, though.

Air Force runs the option so
well and the Coyotes didn’t fare
so well against option teams in
2010, when Cal Poly and North
Dakota State combined for more
than 700 yards rushing and 11

TDs against South Dakota.

The Falcons averaged 306.5
yards rushing last season, sec-
ond-most in the nation.

Jefferson and fellow senior
Asher Clark should get the bulk
of the carries as the Falcons try
to parlay last year’s 9-4 record
into this year’s Mountain West
title.

“We have quite a bit of players
coming back on offense,” Jeffer-
son said. “Most of the players
who touched the ball last year
are back. We have some un-
proven players, but I think we
will be able to adapt to what we
have on the field. We’ll still run
our offense the way we have in
the past.”

Crofton Girls Shine At Don Baker Memorial

VERMILLION — The Crofton
girls showed they can hold their
own with some of the best runners
in two states Friday, putting six
runners in the top 11 of the varsity
race at the Don Baker Memorial In-
vitational cross country meet, held
Friday at the Don Baker Cross
Country Course in Vermillion.

Crofton, the five-time defending

(Class D champions in Nebraska, was
led by the 2-3 finish of Danielle Ries-
berg (16:15) and Tiffany Tramp
(16:24), who trailed only Sioux Falls
Roosevelt’s Alex Hess. Hess finished
the 4,000-meter event in 15:28.68.

The Warrior girls then pro-
ceeded to put four more runners
across the finish line before any
team other than Grand Island

(Neb.) Senior High put more than
one across. Gl had two runners in
the top seven.

Roosevelt claimed the top five
and seven of the top eight spots in
the boys’ race, led by Tanner
Ahrendt’s clocking of 16:27 over
the 5,000-meter course.. Irene-
Wakonda claimed five of the next
eight spots.

Ronzone Out As Asst GM With Timberwolves

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Tony Ron-
zone came to the Minnesota Timber-
wolves shortly before the 2010 draft
and was charged with revamping the
organization’s scouting department
and helping to improve the team’s
lackluster performance in the draft.

Less than two years later, Ron-
zone has left his position as assistant
general manager. Timberwolves
spokesman Mike Cristaldi said Friday
that Ronzone and the team “mutually
agreed” to part ways just 16 months
after he was hired away from the De-
troit Pistons.

Timberwolves president of bas-
ketball operations David Kahn was
not available for comment. The Asso-
ciated Press left a phone message for
Ronzone.

Ronzone helped Kahn in two
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drafts, but his biggest contribution to
the team likely was helping to con-
vince Spanish point guard Ricky
Rubio to join the Timberwolves next
season. Ronzone was essential to the
delicate process, and his relationship
with the Rubio family was a big part
of finally luring Minnesota’s 2009
first-round draft pick to the NBA.

Ronzone was hired shortly after
assistant GM Fred Hoiberg left the
team to coach Iowa State, and was
charged with not only improving the
team’s international scouting re-
sume, but also working closely on
the NBA personnel side.

He helped work out a trade with
the New York Knicks to bring An-
thony Randolph to Minnesota and
worked tirelessly with Kahn to re-
shape the Timberwolves into a

younger, more athletic group.

Highly respected as an interna-
tional scout, Ronzone worked with
scout Pete Philo to help upgrade a
department that previously was a
weakness in Minnesota. In two drafts
with Ronzone in the room, the Tim-
berwolves selected Serbian forward
Nemanja Bjelica and Brazilian big
man Paulao Prestes in the second
round in 2010.

The Wolves also had a blunder in
June when they selected Congo for-
ward Tanguy Ngombo in the second
round, only to find out later that he
was too old to be eligible for the
draft. The Wolves eventually were al-
lowed to retain the rights to the 26-
year-old, but his status as a
promising prospect is greatly dimin-
ished.
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