
ATLANTA (AP) — The slow-mov-
ing remnants of Tropical Storm Lee
dumped a torrent of rain across the
South on Monday and whipped up
twisters that damaged dozens of
Georgia homes as the storm system
pushed farther inland. One death
was reported, and at least one per-
son was injured.

In Mississippi, a man was swept
away by floodwaters after trying to
cross a swollen creek, the first death
caused by flooding or winds from
Lee. The system was sweeping
through Alabama and pushing into
Georgia, where the suspected torna-
does sent trees falling into homes
and injured at least one person.

Damage to homes ranged from
ripped-off siding and shingles to
holes punched through roofs by

falling trees. In all, the Georgia Emer-
gency Management Agency said
about 100 homes were damaged in
Cherokee County. One man was
taken to the hospital with superficial
injuries after being hit by flying de-
bris. 

In Woodstock, Mickey Swims and
his wife hid in their home’s base-
ment during the storm.

“I heard it and saw the trees go
around and around,” Swims said. “I
knew when I heard it that if it
touched down, it was going to be
bad.”

Swims owns the Dixie Speedway,
where he estimated the storm
caused $500,000 worth of damage.
That includes about 2,000 feet of
chain-link fence uprooted from its
concrete base, walls blown out of a

bathroom and concession stands
and tractor-trailer trucks turned into
mangled messes. 

In other parts of the state, six
families were evacuated from a
Catoosa County apartment building
because of flooding, while slick roads
caused an 18-car pileup in Monroe
County, said agency spokeswoman
Lisa Janak. No one was injured in
those cases.

“Tropical Storm Lee really made a
mess in Georgia,” she said.

In areas of Louisiana and Missis-

sippi that took the brunt of the
storm over the weekend, at least
16,000 people remained without
power as of Monday afternoon. 

The man who died in Mississippi,
57-year-old John Howard Anderson
Jr., had been in a car with two other
people trying to cross a rain-swollen
creek on Sunday night. Tishomingo
County Coroner Mack Wilemon said
Anderson was outside of the car and
had been thrown a rope to be res-
cued, but he couldn’t hold on.

DETROIT (AP) — President Barack Obama
used a boisterous Labor Day rally to put con-
gressional Republicans on the spot, challeng-
ing them to place the country’s interests above
all else and vote to create jobs and put the
economy back on a path toward growth. “Show
us what you’ve got,” he said. 

In a partial preview of the jobs speech he’s
delivering to Congress Thursday night, Obama
said roads and bridges nationwide need re-
building and more than 1 million unemployed
construction workers are itching to “get dirty”
making the repairs. He portrayed Congress as
an obstacle to getting that work done.

I’m going to propose ways to put America
back to work that both parties can agree to,
because I still believe both parties can work to-
gether to solve our problems,” Obama said at
an annual Labor Day rally sponsored by the
Detroit-area AFL-CIO. “Given the urgency of
this moment, given the hardship that many
people are facing, folks have got to get to-
gether. But we’re not going to wait for them.” 

“We’re going to see if we’ve got some
straight shooters in Congress. We’re going to
see if congressional Republicans will put coun-
try before party,” he said. 

Congress returns from its summer recess
this week and the faltering economy and jobs
shortage are expected to be a dominant theme.

Besides spending on public works, Obama
said he wants pending trade deals passed to
open new markets for U.S. goods. He also said
he wants Republicans to prove they’ll fight as
hard to cut taxes for the middle class as they
do for profitable oil companies and the wealth-
iest Americans.

The president is expected to call for contin-
uing a payroll tax cut for workers and jobless
benefits for the unemployed. Some Republi-
cans oppose extending the payroll tax cut, call-
ing it an unproven job creator that will only
add to the nation’s massive debt. The tax cut
extension is set to expire Jan. 1. 

Republicans also cite huge federal budget
deficits in expressing opposition to vast new
spending on jobs programs. 

But Obama said lawmakers need to act —
and act quickly. “The time for Washington
games is over. The time for action is now,” he
said. 
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Pakistan Detains Three al-Qaida Suspects  

ISLAMABAD (AP) — A battered al-Qaida suffered another signifi-
cant blow when Pakistani agents working with the CIA arrested a
senior leader believed to have been tasked by Osama bin Laden with
targeting American economic interests around the globe, Pakistan
announced Monday.

Younis al-Mauritani’s arrest — made public six days before the
10-year anniversary of the 9/11 attacks — also point to improved co-
operation between two uneasy anti-terror allies after the rancor sur-
rounding bin Laden’s killing.

Al-Qaida has seen its senior ranks thinned since bin Laden was
killed May 2 in a raid by U.S. Navy SEALs in Pakistan without the
knowledge of local authorities. Atiyah Abd al-Rahman, the terror net-
work’s No. 2, was killed in a CIA missile strike last month.

Pakistan’s unusual public announcement of close cooperation
with the U.S. spy agency appeared aimed at reversing the wide-
spread perception that ties between the CIA and Pakistan’s Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence agency had been badly damaged by bin Laden’s
death. The Pakistanis accused the Americans of violating their sov-
ereignty with the raid, while Washington was angry the terror leader
had been found in a house in a military garrison town.

The Pakistani military said the arrest of al-Mauritani and two
other Qaida operatives took place near the Afghan border in the
southwestern city of Quetta, long known as a base for militants. It
did not say when. The arrests were carried out in the past two
weeks, according to a U.S. official speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss intelligence matters.

World Markets Tumble On Recession Fears
LONDON (AP) — World stock markets took a beating Monday

over fears that the U.S. economy was heading back into a recession
just as the European debt crisis was heating up and the eurozone’s
economic indicators were slumping.

Any troubles in the world’s largest economy cast a long shadow
over the markets, and a report Friday that the U.S. economy failed to
add any new jobs in August caused European and Asian stock mar-
kets to sink sharply Monday.

But the news from Europe was also discouraging. Wall Street,
which was closed Monday due to the Labor Day holiday, braced for
losses Tuesday after the yields in so-called peripheral eurozone
countries — Greece, Italy and Spain — rose sharply against those of
Germany, whose bonds are widely considered a safe haven.

Although retail sales in the 17-nation eurozone rose unexpectedly
in July, a survey of the services sector Monday showed a slowdown
across the continent for the fifth consecutive month. The purchasing
managers’ index for the eurozone showed the services sector was
still growing — unlike the manufacturing sector — but only barely.
That will add pressure on the European Central Bank to keep inter-
est rates on hold when it meets this week.

“There’s so much uncertainty, so much fear, that investors don’t
know what to do,” said David Kotok, chairman and chief investment
officer at Cumberland Advisors. “I don’t remember the last time
stocks were so cheap and nobody wanted them.”

Libyan Fighters Aim At Gadhafi Stronghold 
TARHOUNA, Libya (AP) — Thousands of rebel fighters closed in

around one of Libya’s last pro-Gadhafi strongholds Monday, but held
back on a final assault in hopes of avoiding a bloody battle for the
town of Bani Walid.

The standoff came as rebel leaders in Tripoli said Libya’s transi-
tion to democratic rule would begin with a “declaration of libera-
tion” that was unlikely to come before Gadhafi’s forces last
strongholds were defeated and the fugitive former dictator had been
captured.

The declaration would mark the start of an eight-month deadline
for Libya’s transitional council to arrange the vote for a national as-
sembly, and eventually to a constitution and general elections.

“When the clock starts ticking on those eight months remains to
be seen,” rebel spokesman Jalal el-Gallal said, adding it wasn’t yet
clear how liberation would be defined.

Special U.N. envoy Ian Martin, meanwhile, said the United Na-
tions was helping the rebel leadership prepare for its elections,
stressing the country faces immense political hurdles after nearly 42
years of dictatorial rule.

Hurricane Katia Grows To Category 3 Storm
MIAMI (AP) — Hurricane Katia has grown to a Category 3 storm

as it moves across the Atlantic Ocean.
On Monday afternoon, Katia’s maximum sustained winds had

increased to 116 mph (185 kph). That makes Katia a major hurri-
cane, and some additional strengthening is expected later in the
day.

Hurricane specialist Todd Kimberlain says it’s looking less likely
that Katia will hit land but that wind from the storm could still af-
fect the U.S. East Coast as it moves north. Kimberlain also says the
Mid-Atlantic and New England regions should still keep an eye on
Katia.

Katia is centered about 495 miles (795 kilometers) south of
Bermuda and is moving northwest near 12 mph (19 kph). 

Obama To GOP: Put U.S. First

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — Pledging fidelity to
the Constitution and vowing to carry the tea
party’s priorities to the White House, the Republi-
cans chasing the GOP’s presidential nomination
pitched themselves Monday to their party’s liber-
tarian activists as the strongest candidates to roll
back four years of Barack Obama’s tenure.

Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney said
the Obama administration flaunted the constitu-
tion to push a political agenda. Rep. Michele
Bachmann of Minnesota stridently called
Obama’s policies “unconstitutional” at the same
tea party-backed forum on Labor Day. And Texas
Gov. Rick Perry, the third member of his party’s
top tier, told a separate town hall-style audience
earlier in the day that he has a better record on
jobs than the president.

With Labor Day marking the unofficial start to
the 2012 campaign, the contenders were painting
themselves to the tea party during an afternoon
forum with Sen. Jim DeMint in his home state —
site of the first nominating contest in the South.

The event was designed to probe the candidates
on their views of spending, taxes and the Consti-
tution — bedrock principles for the tea party ac-
tivists whose rising clout is likely to shape the
nominating process.

“I don’t think I’ve ever seen an administration
who has go further afield from the Constitution ...
than the Obama administration, not just with reg-
ulation, but with energy policy, with financial regu-
latory policy and, with the worst example,
Obamacare,” Romney said, outlining conserva-
tives’ broad indictment of Obama’s tenure.

It also was a prime opportunity for the candi-
dates to level pointed — though, in many cases,
familiar — criticism of Obama.

“The track record we have creating jobs, I’d
put up against anyone running for president of
the United States, particularly the current resi-
dent of the White House,” said Perry, whose
late entry into the race threatens Romney’s
one-time aura of inevitability with support from
tea partyers.
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President Barack Obama works the crowd after speaking during a Labor Day event in the
shadow of the GM Renaissance Center in Detroit Monday.


