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Military Jets Escort American Flight To NYC

NEW YORK (AP) — Two fighter jets escorted a New York-bound
American Airlines flight from Los Angeles after three passengers
locked themselves in the bathroom Sunday, the 10th anniversary of
the Sept. 11 attacks, officials said.

A law enforcement official said it wasn’t thought to be terrorism,
and American Airlines spokesman Tim Smith said, “In our eyes, it’s
a big nothing.”

The North American Aerospace Defense Command scrambled
two F-16 jets to shadow Flight 34 until it landed safely at New
York’s Kennedy Airport at 4:10 p.m. Sunday, the Transportation Se-
curity Administration said in a statement.

The nature of the incident was unclear, but the passengers
locked themselves in the bathroom and were still inside when the
plane landed, the law enforcement official said. The official was not
authorized to speak publicly and spoke to The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity.

Law enforcement met the flight and will interview passengers,
the TSA statement said. The FBI responded to the airport.

Truck Bomb Wounds 77 U.S. Soldiers

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — A powerful Taliban truck bomb that
wounded 77 American soldiers and killed five Afghans outside a
combat outpost served as a reminder on Sunday that 10 years after
the Sept. 11 attacks, nearly 100,000 U.S. troops are still fighting a
war that shows no signs of slowing down.

No U.S. troops were killed when the massive bomb loaded on a
truck filled with firewood exploded Saturday night just outside the
gates of Combat Outpost Sayed Abad in eastern Wardak province.
NATO said a protective barrier at the entrance absorbed most of
the force of the blast, although the area outside the base was hit
hard.

Officials said the Afghans killed included a policeman and four
civilians, including a 3-year-old girl. Another 17 Afghans — 14 civil-
ians and three policemen — were wounded. The provincial gover-
nor said the blast was so powerful it damaged about 100 shops in
the nearby Sayed Abad bazaar.

Although Saturday’s truck bombing occurred outside the base,
the numbers of injuries it caused was significant. Combat outposts
usually house about 200 troops.

The Taliban claimed responsibility for the attack. Earlier, they
had issued a statement vowing to fight until all foreign troops
leave. The radical Islamic movement, which gave shelter to Osama
bin Laden and al-Qaida when it ruled Afghanistan, also stressed
that it had no role in the Sept. 11 attacks, and it accused the U.S. of
using them as a pretext to invade the country.

Iraq Cleric Ask Followers To Cease Attacks

BAGHDAD (AP) — An anti-American cleric is urging his follow-
ers to stop attacking U.S. troops in Iraq so that their withdrawal
from the country isn’t slowed down, a call meant to ramp up pres-
sure on Baghdad’s political leaders who are considering asking
some American forces to stay.

In a statement posted on his website, Shiite cleric Mugtada al-
Sadr told his militias to halt attacks against U.S. forces till the with-
drawal is finished at the end of the year as required under a
security agreement between Washington and Baghdad.

“Out of my desire to complete Iraq’s independence and to finish
the withdrawal of the occupation forces from our holy lands, [ am
obliged to halt military operations of the honest Iraqi resistance
until the withdrawal of the occupation forces is complete,” al-Sadr
said in the statement, posted late Saturday. Sadrist lawmaker
Mushraq Naji confirmed the statement on Sunday.

However, al-Sadr warned that “if the withdrawal doesn’t happen
... the military operations will be resumed in a new and tougher
way.”

The statement followed last week’s notice by U.S. officials in
Baghdad, announcing the start of the withdrawal.

Texas Homes Destroyed In Fires Rises To 1,550

BASTROP, Texas (AP) — The number of homes destroyed by a
Texas wildfire has risen to 1,554 and is expected to further increase
as firefighters enter more areas where the blaze has been extin-
guished, officials said Sunday. Seventeen people remain unac-
counted for.

Bastrop County officials joined by Democratic U.S. Rep. Lloyd
Doggett sought to provide new information to hundreds of resi-
dents evacuated from their homes a week ago when blustering
wind whipped up by Tropical Storm Lee swept across parched,
drought-stricken Texas, helping to spark more than 190 wildfires
statewide. The worst of the fires has consumed more than 34,000
acres in this area 30 miles southeast of Austin.

While sharing the bad news that the tally of destroyed homes
will increase, officials also told some 100 residents who gathered at
a news conference on Sunday that people would begin going back
into the scorched areas on Monday. A detailed plan will allow resi-
dents to slowly enter the evacuated areas over the coming week as
firefighters and emergency responders ensure the land has prop-
erly cooled, hotspots are extinguished and the blaze is contained.

Tensions and frustrations boiled over at a similar gathering on
Saturday when residents demanded to be allowed to return to their
neighborhoods to see what remains of their homes and attempt to
salvage a few belongings. Many people were given only minutes to
evacuate as the raging blaze surrounded homes and neighbor-
hoods. Some had time to only gather a few important belongings.
Others left with only the clothes on their back.

Still, Bastrop County Sheriff Terry Pickering said there was no
immediate concern for the lives of the 17 people who remain unac-
counted for.

Tampa Debate Kicks
Of Florida Push For
Republicans

WASHINGTON (AP) — Take a
breather, lowa and New Hampshire.
Florida is about to get into the Repub-
lican presidential race big time, start-
ing with a televised debate Monday in
Tampa and ending with an early pri-
mary in 2012 that conceivably could
wrap up the nomination.

It’s quite plausible that front-run-
ners Rick Perry and Mitt Romney
could roughly divide the first four
contests, in lowa, New Hampshire,
Nevada and South Carolina. If that
happens, Florida could prove the vir-
tual tie-breaker, a prize so big in a
state so central to presidential elec-
tions that the loser might struggle to
stay afloat.

“My guess is that Florida is going
to be the big kahuna,” said Brad
Coker, a Florida-based pollster for
Mason-Dixon who conducts surveys
nationwide. Florida is much larger, di-
verse and expensive than the other
four early-voting states, he said, and
so it rewards the type of campaigning
a Republican must do around the
country to oust President Barack
Obama in November 2012.

Of course, events over the next &
few months could upend that sce-
nario. Perry, the Texas governor, or
Romney, a former Massachusetts gov-
ernor, might stumble. Minnesota Rep.
Michele Bachmann could revive her
struggling campaign. Former Utah
Gov. Jon Huntsman might catch fire.
A new candidate, such as former
Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, might jump

so close to home.
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Media Pause To Reflect On Sept. 11

BY DAVID BAUDER
AP Television Writer

NEW YORK — For all the jour-
nalistic firepower gathered to
mark the 10th anniversary of the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on Sun-
day, the small moments captured
by cameras resonated most
deeply.

A 21-year-old boy regretted
that his father wasn'’t there to
help him learn how to drive a car.
Young hands grasped at a name
etched in a memorial as if they
could touch the person himself.
A young woman asked a mother
no longer there if she is proud of
her family.

Live coverage of somber cere-
monies memorializing the attack
victims dominated television net-
works on Sunday, the climax of
two weeks of attention paid to
the historical marker. Newspa-
pers published special sections
and websites offered their own
content — Yahoo even observing
a digital moment of silence.

The television coverage was
centered on the annual memorial
service at New York’s World
Trade Center. CNN kept a time-
line, occasionally flashing mile-
posts of what happened 10 years
ago at their precise moments: as
former President George W. Bush
read a letter from Abraham Lin-
coln to the mother of five men
killed in the Civil War, the screen
noted that exactly 10 years ago
Bush’s chief of staff was whisper-
ing to his boss that “America is
under attack.”

“The images still shock, the
heartbreak still hurts,” CNN’s An-
derson Cooper said as the net-
work showed pictures from 2001.

Sunday’s coverage offered
dozens of heart-rending mo-
ments, perhaps none more so
than when Peter Negron, 21, re-
called his father Pete, a project
manager for environmental is-
sues for the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, who
died at the World Trade Center.
He noted that he tried to teach
his brother, aged 2 when their fa-
ther died, things like throwing a
baseball that dad had showed
him. He regretted that his father

CAROLYN COLE/LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT

A woman mourns the loss of her son at the World Trade Center Me-
morial during ceremonies marking the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 at-

marked in stadiums across the
country. “Taps” was played from
Shanksville and Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery and shown on
videoboards in different stadiums.

The New York Mets held a
pregame ceremony honoring first
responders before Sunday night’s
home game. A giant flag was un-
furled, covering most of the out-
field at Citifield, and the stadium
lights dimmed for a moment of si-
lence.

The Associated Press provided
live video from the memorial serv-
ice. It also produced a running
moment to moment timeline, con-
trasting what was happening Sun-
day to what was happening in
those moments 10 years earlier.

The New York Times published
a 40-page special section, “The

tacks on the World Trade Center, in New York, September 11, 2011.

wasn't there to teach him how to
drive, or ask a girl out on a date.

Tom Brokaw, who anchored
NBC News’ coverage 10 years ago
and worked as a commentator
with Brian Williams on Sunday,
briefly struggled for composure
after watching a red-eyed Paul
Simon sing “The Sounds of
Silence.”

“Music is such a critical part of
these kinds of ceremonies,” he
said. “It evokes memories, speaks
to us in a way that our everyday
language cannot.”

Most of the networks covered
the beginning of the reading of
names of World Trade Center vic-
tims by family members, but cut
away for other things, including
ceremonies where planes hit that
day at the Pentagon and
Shanksville, Pa.

That made for some discor-
dant moments, such as when
ABC’s George Stephanopoulos
asked Robin Roberts to describe
what the screen already had
shown.

“Can you just give us a sense
of what it is like where the names
are being read?” Stephanopoulos
asked.

“I'm trying to keep my voice
down,” Roberts replied. “Every-
one is being very respectful in lis-
tening to the names being read.”

Fox introduced a reporter by
injecting an odd sense of competi-
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tion, saying he had been the first
to report that the towers had
fallen down — a picture seen live
by millions 10 years ago.

Perhaps most powerfully, CBS
News stuck with the list of names
longer than its rivals, each reader
ending with an often heartbreak-
ing personal tribute. Still, the net-
work ended its three-hour
coverage without even reaching
the halfway point through the al-
phabetical list.

“It takes a very long time to
read 3,000 names,” CBS’ Scott Pel-
ley said. “It's a reminder of the
enormity of what happened.”

New York affiliates of the
broadcast networks, as has been
their tradition, stuck with the
readings after network coverage
went off the air. Fox and CNN ran
lists of victims’ names on the bot-
tom of their screens throughout
the morning.

The ceremonies gave way to
the opening weekend of NFL foot-
ball, where the anniversary was

Reckoning,” on Sunday, with a
cover picture of the reflecting
pool at ground zero. An interac-
tive package with the same name
includes a graphic tally of the cost
of 9/11 to the United States, an es-
timated $3.3 trillion. The Times is
also collecting comments about
where people were on that day
and how they feel now.

A web package put together by
The Wall Street Journal contained
graphics showing how lower Man-
hattan around ground zero has
become a more residential com-
munity. Cameras from different
vantage points give online visitors
views of rebuilding at the World
Trade Center.

Yahoo halted service on its
website for a minute at 8:46 a.m.
ET, 10 years after the first plane
hit the North Tower, a digital mo-
ment of silence. Facebook added
ways for users to dedicate profile
photos and status updates to 9/11
victims. Google’s home site had a
black ribbon and the phrase “Re-
membering September 11th.”
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Body Shop

We guarantee that everything we do is done in a
professional and hassle-free manner. We don't see our
customers as customers. We see them as our friends.

Stop by and see John at Justra’s Body Shop
for all your auto body and paint needs.

2806 Fox Run Pkwy = Yankton, SD 57078 = (605) 665-3929

= Paintless Dent Repair
= |nsurance Work

= Frame Straightening

= Restoration Work

= Glass Installation

» Lifetime Paint Warranty
= Loaner Car Available

» Down Draft Bake Booth
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of Convenience.

After hours and weekends, we've been your trusted source for urgent care

for 15 years. Thank you for allowing us to care for you and your family

ConvenientCare-

Walk-ins only. No appointments necessary.

Weekdays 5 to 9PM

Sat/Sun Noon to 5PM

: So Much Care, So Close to Home:
n.

Holiday
Card
Contest

A Drawing Contest
For Children

. 12 & Under
It’s Simple!

Draw A Holiday Scene On 8.5”x11”
White Paper and Submit It To The

Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan

+ Top drawings selected will be printed on
Christmas cards. The cards will be sold with proceeds
going to our Newspapers In Education Program

+ The winners will be featured with their picture and
first name in the Press & Dakotan and will receive a
full package of the Christmas cards.

+ Child’s first name and age will be printed on the back

of the Christmas Card.

Mail or bring to:
Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan
Holiday Card Contest
319 Walnut, Yankton, SD 57078
Any questions contact Noelle at 665-7811 ext. 112

Please write child’s first name, age,
phone number and school on back of drawing.

YANKTON DAILY

RESS

319 Walnut, Yankton, SD + www.yankton.net
605-665-7811 -

Entry deadline September 30, 2011.

Press & Dakotan staff will judge drawings.
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