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making the USA a better nation,”
Neuharth said. “The C-SPAN net-
works, created under Brian
Lamb’s leadership, allow millions
of interested citizens to be watch-
dogs of Washington through the
fair, unfiltered and comprehen-
sive coverage of government and
the political process.”

More than 30 years after C-
SPAN’s inaugural broadcast in
1979, the network today includes
three 24-hour cable television net-
works, a radio station, C-SPAN.org
and 15 other websites and a so-
cial media presence that includes
Twitter, Facebook, Foursquare
and YouTube. C-SPAN provides
coverage of the day’s most impor-
tant news events online and to
cable and satellite customers and
radio listeners across the nation,
helping ensure a more engaged
and informed citizenry.

Lamb’s interest in broadcast-
ing began at an early age. Working
at various Indiana radio and tele-
vision stations during his high
school and college years, he be-
came something of an industry
renaissance man, serving as a
disc jockey, media buyer and
eventually host of the popular
local television program “Dance
Date.”

Following his graduation from
Purdue University, Lamb signed
up for a tour of duty with the
Navy. His enlistment included a
White House assignment in Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson’s adminis-
tration and the Pentagon public
affairs office during the Vietnam
War.

After briefly returning to Indi-
ana in 1967, he moved back to
Washington, D.C., where he
worked as a freelance radio re-
porter for United Press Interna-
tional, a U.S. Senate press
secretary and a White House
telecommunications policy
staffer.

Less than 10 years later, Lamb
secured a job as the Washington
bureau chief for Cablevision mag-
azine and began publishing his
own biweekly newsletter called
The Media Report. During that
time, inspired by his work in the
fields of broadcasting and journal-
ism, he started to craft his vision
of a public affairs network deliv-
ered nationally via satellite.

By 1977, Lamb had begun to
make that vision a reality. His
concept for a news channel that
would offer viewers gavel-to-gavel
coverage of the U.S. Congress was
well-received by cable industry
executives. With their support,
Lamb established the newly
named Cable-Satellite Public Af-
fairs Network — C-SPAN — as a
not-for-profit company and built
one of D.C.’s first satellite uplinks.

On March 19, 1979, C-SPAN
was made available to 3.5 million
households around the nation.
Broadcasting the first televised
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