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“Rearviewmirror” and “Nothing as
It Seems” surpass the studio origi-
nals. Even more illuminating is a
stripped-down demo of the latter
song, with a haunting arrangement
by Ament, and guitarist Mike Mc-
Cready’s acoustic “Given to Fly.”
When the band underplays a bit,
it'’s captivating. Pearl Jam was type-
cast as the corporate pretenders to
Nirvana’s punk darlings in the Seat-
tle hierarchy circa 1991, but they've
not only endured but grown as a
band — a case concisely made by
the “Pearl Jam 20” soundtrack.
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death march the past few years
with ridiculous storylines and plot
devices that seemed aimed at the
heart of the show, destroying the
things that had made the show
great and eroding the fan base. In-
tentionally or not, ABC seemed de-
termined to kill it, putting the
characters in situations contrary
to their histories, then simply
dropping the plot without explana-
tion and moving onto another ill-
advised storyline. When they
managed to reverse Erica’s 1973
abortion, they almost lost me.

The producers fiddled and tam-
pered with the show, trying, it
seemed, to change soaps into day-

time versions of prime time shows.

It hasn’t worked because soaps
have never been about special ef-

fects, camera angles or special mu-

sical guests. They've been about
storytelling.

They are about people and cir-
cumstances, and situations and
passions, not all of the bedroom
variety. “All My Children” thrived
inside the pregnant pause and
plunged the characters off the
steepest of cliffhangers.

And at 1 p.m. (ET) Friday, it will
be gone.

Like many a soap character, it

has died too young. Besides, soaps

are supposed to go on forever.

There is always a “stayed tuned to-

morrow,” always another chapter
in the story, always that moment
of tension that won't be resolved

until the next day. How can “All My

Children” just end?

'm at a point in my life when
there is too much change — in my
job, in my industry, in my life. I
had thought “All My Children”
would be my constant, the one
thing that I could count on, give or
take a few pre-emptions.

[won't die if  don’t get to see
what new plot David comes up
with, or whether Dixie and Tad fi-
nally will make a go of it, or how
Jesse and Angie will cope with the
loss of their child. The world will
keep turning; life will keep chang-
ing. But I'll miss them.

I'll miss that one hour each day
that I spent in their company.

So long, Pine Valley. It’s been a
pleasure.
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