
Lola Johnson
MECKLING — Lola M. Johnson,

87, of Meckling, SD went to heaven
surrounded by her family, in her
home on September 22, 2011, fol-
lowing a lengthy illness.

Lola Small was born July 27,
1924 on a farm south of Westfield,
IA to Harley and Eula (Mills) Small.
She graduated from Akron High
School in 1942 and attended Min-
nesota School of Business in Min-
neapolis. She worked for DePonti
Aviation making gliders for sol-
diers to glide ‘behind enemy lines’
and for St. Paul Hydraulic Hoist
making huge snow plows and road
graders for the Alaskan Highway.
She returned to Iowa and married
her high school sweetheart
Charles Johnson in October of
1947.

She touched many lives as a
lifelong member of the United
Methodist Church and Faith and
Hope Circle, Eastern Star and she
was also active in PTA, and had
worked at the Sears store for many
years. She had a knack for seeing
‘good’ in everyone, as well as a pa-
tient, quiet and cheerful personal-
ity. We will miss her generosity and
her wonderful cooking.

Her memory will be cherished
by those she left behind: her loving
husband of 64 years Charles “Pat”
of Meckling, Charles H. III (Jane)
Johnson of Vermillion, SD, Linda C.
(Jim) Christiansen of Norco, CA,
Richard D. (Gayle) of Wakonda, SD,
9 grandchildren and 9 great grand-
children.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, three brothers and a
sister.

“Small” but mighty — she has
left us but will never be forgotten.

Memorial services will be 10:00
a.m. Tuesday, September 27 at the
United Methodist Church in
Vermillion. 

Visitation will begin at 5:00 p.m.
Monday, September 26, with a
Prayer Service at 7:00 p.m. all at

the Hansen Funeral Home in
Vermillion. 

Memorials may be directed to
the Backpack Food Program for
Children. 

Visit hansenfuneralhome.com.
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LaVern Mazourek
Mass of Christian Burial for LaV-

ern B. Mazourek, 93 of Wagner will
be 10:30 a.m. Monday, September
26, 2011 at St. John
the Baptist Catholic
Church in Wagner.
Burial will be in St.
John Catholic
Cemetery, rural
Wagner, with mili-
tary honors. 

Visitation will be
Sunday, September
25th, from 2 to 6
p.m. at Crosby-
Jaeger Funeral
Home in Wagner, followed by an 8
p.m. rosary/wake at the church.

LaVern Benedict Mazourek, son
of Emil and Rose (Kocmick) Ma-
zourek, was born on a farm south of
Dante, SD on January 24, 1918. He
died Thursday, September 22, 2011
at the Community Memorial Hospi-
tal in Wagner. LaVern attained the
age of 93 years, seven months and
30 days.

LaVern attended country school
through the eighth grade and one
year at Wagner High School. He
worked on a dairy farm in Lakefield,
MN from 1939 to 1941. LaVern re-
turned home and then volunteered
for the U.S. Army in 1941 beginning
with training in Troop A 4th Calvary
at Fort Meade, SD. He served in five
battles during World War II: Nor-
mandy, Northern France, Rhineland,
Ardennes and Central Europe. LaV-
ern earned five battle stars and a
distinguished unit badge. He served
for 4 1/2 years and was honorably
discharged in October of 1945.

LaVern returned to the

Dante/Wagner area and worked at
the Wagner Lumber Yard and the
Ford garage. He married Delores
McGuire on February 18, 1952 at St.
John’s Catholic Church. Four chil-
dren were blessed to their union.
They farmed southeast of Wagner
for 36 years and then retired and
moved into Wagner. Delores died
June 13, 1997. Due to failing health,
LaVern went to live with his daugh-
ter and her family in Yankton from
March 2009 to August 2011, where
he received tender loving care. He
then became a resident of the Good
Samaritan Society in Wagner.

LaVern was a member of St.
John’s Catholic Church, a 50 year
charter member of the V.F.W. and a
member of the American Legion in
Wagner. He also proudly served as a
committee member for the Wagner
Armed Forces Memorial.

LaVern will be remembered for
his love of playing cards, especially
the family pinochle games, listening
and watching the Big Joe Polka
Show, speaking and teaching the
Czech language, riding his three-
wheel bike, fishing, telling his chil-
dren and grandchildren about his
experiences from his time serving
overseas during WW II. Papa Vern
enjoyed watching his grandchildren
in their various activities. He will
also be remembered for the many
nicknames he gave to family and
friends and how proud he was of his
“TWINS”. But most importantly his
unwavering devotion and LOVE for
his children, grandchildren, and
great grandchildren.

Thankful for having shared his
life are his sons: Ron and wife JoAnn
of Wagner and Ken and wife Julie of
Lennox; twin daughters: Marcia and
husband Dave Withrow of Yankton
and Marla and husband Dave Hewitt
of Wagner; 12 grandchildren: Angela
(Tony) Maibaum, Sam and Taylor
Yost, Hunter Hewitt, Mitchell,

Michael and Matthew Mazourek,
Hannah, Landon, Alex, Cole and
Kyle Withrow; two great-grandchil-
dren: Dalton and Sawyer Maibaum;
two sisters: Elaine (J.B.) Weber of
Parkston and Evelyn (Eugene) Dvo-
racek of Rapid City; and sister-in-
law, Lillian Mazourek of Yankton;
and many nieces, nephews and
friends.

LaVern was preceded in death
by his wife, parents and brother
Thomas.
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Vera Nelson
COLERIDGE, Neb. — Vera Nel-

son, 97 of Coleridge, Neb., died
Thursday, Sept. 22, 2011, at Park
View Haven Nursing Home,
Coleridge.

Mass of Christian Burial is at
10:30 a.m. Tuesday at St. Michael’s
Catholic Church, Coleridge, with
the Rev. Jeffrey Loseke officiating.
Burial will be at St. Michael’s
Cemetery, Coleridge. 

Visitation is 6-8 p.m. Monday,
with a vigil service at 7 p.m., at
Wintz Funeral Home, Coleridge.
Visitation will continue on Tuesday
at church one hour prior to
services.
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City To Consider Utility Rate Increases
From P&D Staff Reports

The Yankton City Commission will consider three utility rate in-
creases Monday night.

A 3 percent hike in rates for solid waste collection, water and
sewer will take effect Nov. 1 if approved by the commission.

In other business, commissioners will resume discussion of a pro-
posed daycare ordinance that was last talked about in December. 

The meeting gets under way at 7 p.m. in the City of Yankton Meet-
ing Room, located at the Technical Education Center, 1200 W. 21st St.

Spillway To Be Closed For Maintenance
The road that crosses Gavins Point Dam, also known as Crest

Road or the spillway, will be closed from 8: a.m. Monday, Sept. 26,
through 5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 30, to conduct maintenance at the pow-
erplant. Note that this will include overnight hours.

Menno Awarded Loan For Water Meter
PIERRE — Menno has received a loan from the state Board of

Water and Natural Resources, the office of Gov. Dennis Daugaard has
announced.

The $157,000 loan will be used for water meter replacement, with
$39,250 awarded as principal forgiveness.

A total of $3.2 million was awarded to various environmental proj-
ects by the board, which met Thursday.

“Making grant and loan funds available for these projects will re-
sult in better drinking water and enhanced protection of the environ-
ment,” the governor said in a press release.

The grants and loans awarded by the board are administered
through the South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR). 

Sandbag Cleanup Day Event Slated Today
The Yankton Area Chamber of Commerce, Keep Yankton Beautiful,

Missouri River Futures and the National Park Service is looking for
volunteers to help with the cleanup process at the affected areas of
the Missouri River today (Saturday), beginning at 9 a.m. 

Areas that will need assistance on Saturday include: 1103 Sister
Grove, 212 Kay Street, 217 Kay Street, 2603 Moonlight Drive, Larson’s
Landing and Lexie Lane.

Anyone willing to help is asked to meet at the Riverside Acres Park
staging area for assignments. Trucks, trailers and skid loaders will be
needed at several of the properties to haul sandbags to a nearby col-
lection site. Property owners have the option of using the sand or tak-
ing the bags to the collection site set up by the county. 

Property owners keeping the sand are responsible for the proper
disposal of the empty bags. Owners keeping the sand for use will
need help opening bags and spreading it around their property. Vol-
unteers are asked to bring a knife to cut bags and to wear gloves and
proper shoes.

If you are not available today but would like to help out during the
week, help is needed at 100 Kay Street after 4 p.m. to cut bags and
spread out sand. Contact Carol at (605) 665-4855 for directions and to
schedule times.

For question concerning the cleanup, contact the Yankton Area
Chamber of Commerce at (605) 665-3636 during regular hours or at
(605) 660-8899 after 5 p.m.

Alice Kupfer
Alice A. Kupfer, age 72, of Yank-

ton, South Dakota, died Tuesday,
September 20, 2011, at her home
in Yankton.

A memorial service will be 2:00
p.m. on Thursday, September 29,
2011, at the Wintz & Ray Funeral
Home in Yankton with Reverend
Joe Schulte officiating. An Eastern
Star Service by the Keystone
Chapter No. 33 and a LaFemmes
Cabane 842 Service will follow the
memorial service at the funeral
home. Inurnment will be amongst
the veterans in Ft. Snelling Na-
tional Cemetery in Minneapolis,
Minnesota at a later date. 

Visitation will be one hour
prior to the memorial service at
the funeral home.

Alice A. Kupfer was born Sep-
tember 22, 1938 in Woodsville,
New Hampshire, to Arlton and
Joan (French) Porter. She grew up
in East Hartford, Connecticut. Her
family moved to Long Beach, Cali-

fornia and Alice
graduated from
Woodrow Wilson
High School in
Long Beach. She
attended Long
Beach City Col-
lege where she
majored in
Hotel/Restaurant
Management.
After college she

went to work on the Queen Mary
in Long Beach and later became
the Resort Administrator for
Xanadu Resort in Lake Havasu. In
1986, she became the Assistant
Club Manager at Skaggs Island in
Sonoma, California, where she
worked for two years. While work-
ing at Skaggs Island she met
Richard Kupfer and later married
him on October 3, 1987, at the
Ponderosa Ranch in Nevada. After
their marriage Alice worked as a
receptionist at the United States
Embassy in Ontario, Canada from
1988 to 1991. They moved to

Crestview, Florida, where Alice
started working at Wal-Mart in
various positions. In 2005, Alice
and Rich moved to Yankton where
she continued to work for Wal-
Mart.

Alice was a 50 year member of
the Eastern Star, a member of the
American Legion Auxiliary in
Yankton, a life member of the VFW
Auxiliary in Florida, a member of
the LaFemmes Cabane 842, DAV
Auxiliary, and the Fleet Reserve
Auxiliary.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Rich of Yankton; five chil-
dren: James (Linda) Clifton of
Marietta, Georgia; Beth Ann (Jon)
Stoltzner of Yankton; Timothy
Clifton of Long Beach, California;
Nancy (Kenton) Clifton-Hawkins
of Brea, California; and Arlton L.
(Debbie) Clifton of Riverside, Cali-
fornia; three step-children: Shan-
non Kupfer of Galina, Ohio;
Richard (Cynthia) Kupfer of Glen-
dale, Arizona; and Daniel Kupfer
of Anaheim, California; 15 grand-

children; 5 great grandchildren;
sister, Carol (Larry) Gladden of
Granby, Connecticut; brother, Bur-
ton (Ruth) Porter of Altona, New
York; and many nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in death by
her parents; two sisters: Ruth An-
tonasio and Hope Pinette.

In lieu of flowers memorials
may be directed to the Shriners
Hospital for Children, 12502 Pine
Drive, Tampa, Florida 33612-9411.

To send an online sympathy
card, please visit wintzrayfuneral-
home.com.

Yankton Press & Dakotan

September 24, 2011

F U N E R A L  H O M E

and Cremation Service, Inc.

eAYj INTZ &

Online condolences at: 
www.wintzrayfuneralhome.com

Kupfer

Mazourek


