
BY ERIC OLSON
AP Sports Writer

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Ne-
braska defensive coordinator Carl
Pelini believes bigger is better in
the secondary against seventh-
ranked Wisconsin.

The No. 8 Cornhuskers made
changes at three of the four posi-
tions last week, hoping it will help
shut down the Badgers’ receivers
Saturday night.

They include 6-foot-3, 220-
pound star Nick Toon, who
matched his career high with
seven catches for a career-best 155
yards and two touchdowns against
South Dakota last week. Jared Ab-
brederis, at 6-foot-2 and 180, has 15
catches for 233 yards and 6-foot-4,
220-pound tight end Jacob Peder-
sen has 11 for 175 yards.

“These coaches aren’t scared to
switch it up,” Huskers free safety
Austin Cassidy said. “If some-
thing’s not working, or something’s
not working as well as they want it

to, they’re going to be willing to
switch it up at any time.”

And they did.
Corey Cooper is the Huskers’

new right cornerback, a position
he has never played. At 6-foot-1,
210 pounds, he is an inch taller and
20 pounds heavier than the guy he
replaced, Andrew Green.

At left cornerback, 5-foot-10,
205-pound Alfonzo Dennard, who
missed the first three games be-
cause of injury, replaced 5-foot-11,
185-pound Ciante Evans in a move
that was expected.

Daimion Stafford, at 6-foot-1,
210 pounds, started last week’s
game at nickel back for the first
time. His spot at strong safety was
filled by the 6-foot-2, 210-pound P.J.
Smith.

The Huskers were 80th in pass
efficiency defense after the first
three games, giving up 233 yards a
game and six touchdown passes.
Green was beaten repeatedly, and
Evans played extremely soft cover-
age.

Pelini wants his defensive backs
to challenge receivers.

“You put Dennard and Coop
and Daimion out there together,
that’s a pretty physical defensive

FOOTBALL
AP NEBRASKA RANKINGS

Here are the Associated Press Nebraska
high school football rankings in Classes A
through D-2. Listings include name of school,
season record, previous week’s ranking, previ-
ous week’s result and this week’s opponent (NR-
not ranked). The rankings are based on a
formula that includes ratings from the Omaha
World-Herald and Lincoln Journal Star plus ex-
perts for each class. Class A: Dale Miller, Grand
Island Independent. Class B: Brent Wasinius,
Fremont Tribune. Class C1: Tom Behmer, Nor-
folk Daily News. Class C2: Vince Kuppig, Hast-
ings Tribune. Class D1: Mark Obermeier, North
Platte Telegraph. Class D2: Don Strecker,
Columbus Telegram.

Class A
1. Omaha Burke (5-0), 1, def. Papillion-La

Vista 42-35, Omaha North.
2. Grand Island (5-0), 2, def. Columbus 24-

6, at Lincoln Northeast.
3. Lincoln Southwest (4-1), 3, def. North

Platte 67-0, at Fremont.
4. Papillion-La Vista (4-1), 4, lost to Omaha

Burke 42-35, Omaha South.
5. Omaha Central (4-1), 6, def. Millard South

42-27, Papillion-La Vista South.
6. Millard West (4-1), 5, def. Omaha South

55-0, Bellevue East.
7. Lincoln Southeast (4-1), 7, def. Lincoln

Northeast 42-7, at Lincoln East.
8. Millard North (3-2), 8, def. Bellevue West

35-13, at Omaha Benson.
9. Kearney (4-1), 9, def. Fremont 35-0, at

Norfolk.
10. Papillion-La Vista South (3-2), NR, def.

Omaha Bryan 37-7, at Omaha Central.
Others receiving votes: Columbus, Omaha

Westside.
Class B

1. Crete (5-0), 1, def. Norris 54-7, at
Plattsmouth.

2. McCook (5-0), 2,def. Northwest 49-26,
Sidney.

3. Gretna (5-0), 3, def. Beatrice 44-14, Blair.
4. Elkhorn (5-0), 4, def. Omaha Gross

Catholic 13-10, at Nebraska City.
5. Blair (4-1), 7, def. Elkhorn South 15-6, at

Gretna.
6. Ralston (4-1), 9, def. Lincoln Pius X 14-6,

at South Sioux City.
7. Elkhorn South (4-1), 6, lost to Blair 15-6,

Waverly.
8. Plattsmouth (3-2), 10, def. Bennington 40-

14, Crete.
9. Aurora (3-2), 5, lost to Waverly 41-28,

Gering.
10. Omaha Skutt Catholic (3-2), NR, def.

Nebraska City 35-0, at Bennington.
Others receiving votes: Aurora, Omaha

Gross Catholic.
Class C1

1. Norfolk Catholic (4-0), 1, def. Wayne 62-
28, Madison.

2. Pierce (4-0), 2, def. Madison 60-15, at
Boone Central.

3. Ogallala (4-0), 3, def. Gordon-Rushville
28-22, Kimball.

4. Wahoo (4-0), 6, def. Douglas County
West 46-6, Omaha Roncalli Catholic.

5. Bishop Neumann (4-0), 5, def. Ashland-
Greenwood 40-33, Douglas County West.

6. Minden (4-0), 7, def. Centura 55-16,
Sandy Creek.

7. Platteview (3-1), 8, def. Conestoga 69-0,
at Syracuse.

8. Central City (4-0), 10, def. St. Paul 13-12,
at O’Neill.

9. Columbus Lakeview (3-1), NR, def. North
Bend Central 27-6, David City.

10. Valentine (3-1), NR, def. Gothenburg 25-
7, Gordon-Rushville.

Others receiving votes: Boone Central, Fair-
bury.

Class C2
1. Hastings St. Cecilia (4-0), 1, def. Ravenna

28-7, Doniphan-Trumbull.
2. Aquinas Catholic (4-0), 2, bye, Wisner-Pil-

ger.
3. Kearney Catholic (3-1), 3, def. Southern

Valley 41-0, Ravenna.
4. Crofton (4-0), 4, def. Lutheran High

Northeast 35-7, West Holt.
5. Wilber-Clatonia (4-0), 5, def. Weeping

Water 23-6, Lincoln Christian.
6. North Platte St. Patrick’s (3-1), 7, def.

Hershey 24-0, Sutherland.
7. Elmwood-Murdock (4-0), 6, def. Arch-

bishop Bergan 21-19, Omaha Brownell-Talbot.
8. Cambridge (3-1), 8, def. Perkins County

33-7, at Dundy County-Stratton.
9. Oakland-Craig (4-0), 9, def. Yutan 60-18,

at Louisville.
10. Lincoln Christian (3-1), NR, def. Tri

County 32-14, at Wilber-Clatonia.
Others receiving votes: None.

Class D1
1. Alma (4-0), 1, def. Arapahoe 18-13, El-

wood.
2. Elgin Public/Pope John (4-0), 2, def. West

Boyd 60-0, Clearwater/Orchard.
3. South Loup (4-0), 3, def. Hemingford 54-

0, at Maxwell.
4. Kenesaw (4-0), 4, def. Heartland 80-8,

Shelton.
5. Guardian Angels Central Catholic (3-1),

5, bye, at Scribner-Snyder.
6. Pender (4-0), 6, def. Bancroft-Rosalie 40-

34, at Emerson-Hubbard.

7. Shelton (5-0), 7, def. Axtell 82-6, at Kene-
saw.

8. Friend (4-0), 8, def. Johnson-Brock 66-
38, at Diller-Odell.

9. Bruning-Davenport/Shickley (3-1), 9, def.
Freeman 36-0, at Johnson-Brock.

10. Garden County (4-0), NR, def. Maxwell
57-0, at Crawford.

Others receiving votes: Burwell, Newman
Grove.

Class D2
1. Howells (4-0), 1, def. Humphrey 30-0,

Dodge.
2. Giltner (4-0), 2, def. Lawrence-Nelson 76-

8, at Harvard.
3. Sargent (4-0), 3, def. Anselmo-Merna 75-

22, at Stapleton/McPherson County.
4. Humphrey St. Francis (4-0), 4, def. Leigh

62-0, Humphrey.
5. St. Mary’s (4-0), 5, def. Newcastle 65-6, at

Bloomfield.
6. Pawnee City (5-0), 6, def. Sterling 88-40,

at Hanover, Kan.
7. Pleasanton (4-0), 8, def. Litchfield 52-22,

Heartland Lutheran.
8. Humphrey (3-1), 7, lost to Howells 30-0,

at Humphrey St. Francis.
9. Falls City Sacred Heart (4-0), 9, def. Ax-

tell, Kan. 42-30, at Parkview Christian.
10. Dodge (4-0), 10, def. Clarkson 28-20. at

Howells.
Others receiving votes: Bertrand, Exeter-

Milligan.

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
W L T Pct PF PA

Buffalo 3 0 0 1.000 113 73
New England 2 1 0 .667 104 79
N.Y. Jets 2 1 0 .667 83 61
Miami 0 3 0 .000 53 78

South
W L T Pct PF PA

Houston 2 1 0 .667 90 60
Tennessee 2 1 0 .667 57 43
Jacksonville 1 2 0 .333 29 62
Indianapolis 0 3 0 .000 46 84

North
W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 2 1 0 .667 85 40
Cleveland 2 1 0 .667 61 62
Pittsburgh 2 1 0 .667 54 55
Cincinnati 1 2 0 .333 57 54

West
W L T Pct PF PA

Oakland 2 1 0 .667 92 82
San Diego 2 1 0 .667 65 69
Denver 1 2 0 .333 58 62
Kansas City 0 3 0 .000 27 109

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 2 1 0 .667 69 67
Washington 2 1 0 .667 66 53
N.Y. Giants 2 1 0 .667 71 60
Philadelphia 1 2 0 .333 78 77

South
W L T Pct PF PA

Tampa Bay 2 1 0 .667 60 60
New Orleans 2 1 0 .667 104 88
Carolina 1 2 0 .333 60 68
Atlanta 1 2 0 .333 60 77

North
W L T Pct PF PA

Green Bay 3 0 0 1.000 99 74
Detroit 3 0 0 1.000 101 46
Chicago 1 2 0 .333 60 69
Minnesota 0 3 0 .000 60 74

West
W L T Pct PF PA

San Francisco 2 1 0 .667 70 52
Seattle 1 2 0 .333 30 67
Arizona 1 2 0 .333 59 56
St. Louis 0 3 0 .000 36 96
Sunday, Oct. 2

Detroit at Dallas, noon
Washington at St. Louis, noon
Minnesota at Kansas City, noon
Carolina at Chicago, noon
Pittsburgh at Houston, noon
New Orleans at Jacksonville, noon
San Francisco at Philadelphia, noon
Tennessee at Cleveland, noon
Buffalo at Cincinnati, noon
N.Y. Giants at Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Atlanta at Seattle, 3:05 p.m.
Miami at San Diego, 3:15 p.m.
New England at Oakland, 3:15 p.m.
Denver at Green Bay, 3:15 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Baltimore, 7:20 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 3
Indianapolis at Tampa Bay, 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 9
Arizona at Minnesota, noon
Oakland at Houston, noon
Kansas City at Indianapolis, noon
Philadelphia at Buffalo, noon
New Orleans at Carolina, noon
Cincinnati at Jacksonville, noon
Tennessee at Pittsburgh, noon
Seattle at N.Y. Giants, noon
Tampa Bay at San Francisco, 3:05 p.m.
San Diego at Denver, 3:15 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at New England, 3:15 p.m.
Green Bay at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
Open: Baltimore, Cleveland, Dallas, Miami,

St. Louis, Washington
Monday, Oct. 10

Chicago at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
PIERCE JUNIOR HIGH INV.

BOYS’ DIVISION
TEAM SCORES: Norfolk 17, Yankton 27,

Wayne 74, Norfolk Catholic 82, Madison-
Humphrey St. Francis 88, Stanton 92, Logan-
view 110, Newman Grove 136

TOP 10: 1, Andrew Meuret, Norfolk 12:09;
2, Noah Bearslee, Norfolk Catholic 12:10; 3,
Allen Schild, Yankton 12:13; 4, Tejai Clausen,
Norfolk 12:13; 5, Spencer Olmer, Norfolk 12:26;
6, Lincoln Megard, Yankton 12:33; 7, Aaron Met-
calf, Norfolk 12:37; 8, Andrew Peitz, Yankton
13:22; 9, Trevor Doffin, Stanton 13:24; 10, Sam
Gusso, Yankton 13:28

OTHER YMS: 11, Isaac Schulz 13:41; 15,
Thomas Hill 14:17; 18, Hunter Lippert 14:34; 23,
Colby Benson 15:01; 33, Gabe Dannenbring
15:30; 42, Nathan Nelson 16:46; 45, Dylan Kor-
tan 17:24; 50, Aedan Huntley 20:10

GIRLS’ DIVISION
TEAM SCORES: Norfolk Catholic 24, Nor-

folk 28, Wayne 33, Yankton 58, Madison-
Humphrey St. Francis 98, Loganview 107

TOP 10: 1, Paige Thelen, Stanton 10:32; 2,
Marcella Jurotich, Wayne 10:33; 3, Marta Pulfer,
Wayne 10:43; 4, Sara Kraenow, Norfolk Catholic
10:05; 5, Halle Wiese, Norfolk Catholic 11:11; 6,
Erika Kumm, Norfolk 11:14; 7, Emily Wicker,
Norfolk 11:16; 8, Alex Anderson, Norfolk Catholic
11:22; 9, Corintheia Cordova-Keating, Norfolk
11:27; 10, Madison Reynoldson, Norfolk 11:32

YMS: 12, Ally Hagen 11:34; 14, Alexis
Rezac 11:49; 17, McKenna Van Winkle 12:05;
22, Lauren Rezac 11:32; 23, Ana Ordaz 12:38;
36, Merlye Miller 13:37

VOLLEYBALL
NEBRASKA SCORES

Papillion-LaVista South def. Lincoln North-
east, 25-16, 25-7, 25-14

BASEBALL
AMERICAN LEAGUE

East Division
W L Pct GB

x-New York 97 64 .602 —
Boston 90 71 .559 7
Tampa Bay 90 71 .559 7
Toronto 81 81 .500 16 1/2
Baltimore 68 93 .422 29

Central Division
W L Pct GB

x-Detroit 95 67 .586 —
Cleveland 80 82 .494 15
Chicago 79 83 .488 16
Kansas City 71 91 .438 24
Minnesota 63 99 .389 32

West Division
W L Pct GB

x-Texas 96 66 .593 —
Los Angeles 86 76 .531 10
Oakland 73 88 .453 22 1/2
Seattle 67 94 .416 28 1/2

x-clinched division
Tuesday’s Games

Boston 8, Baltimore 7
Detroit 9, Cleveland 6
Tampa Bay 5, N.Y. Yankees 3
Minnesota 7, Kansas City 4
Chicago White Sox 2, Toronto 1
Texas 10, L.A. Angels 3
Oakland 7, Seattle 0

Wednesday’s Games
Toronto 3, Chicago White Sox 2
Detroit 5, Cleveland 4
Boston at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay, 7:10 p.m.
Texas 3, L.A. Angels 1
Minnesota 1, Kansas City 0
Oakland at Seattle, 10:10 p.m.

End of Regular Season

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
x-Philadelphia 101 60 .627 —
Atlanta 89 72 .553 12
Washington 80 81 .497 21
New York 77 85 .475 24 1/2
Florida 72 90 .444 29 1/2

Central Division
W L Pct GB

x-Milwaukee 96 66 .593 —
St. Louis 90 72 .556 6
Cincinnati 79 83 .488 17
Pittsburgh 72 90 .444 24
Chicago 71 91 .438 25
Houston 56 106 .346 40

West Division
W L Pct GB

x-Arizona 94 67 .584 —
San Francisco 86 76 .531 8 1/2
Los Angeles 81 79 .506 12 1/2
Colorado 73 89 .451 21 1/2
San Diego 71 91 .438 23 1/2

x-clinched division
Tuesday’s Games

Cincinnati 5, N.Y. Mets 4, 13 innings
Philadelphia 7, Atlanta 1
Florida 3, Washington 2
St. Louis 13, Houston 6
Milwaukee 6, Pittsburgh 4
Arizona 7, L.A. Dodgers 6, 10 innings
Chicago Cubs 6, San Diego 2
San Francisco 7, Colorado 0

Wednesday’s Games
N.Y. Mets 3, Cincinnati 0
Colorado 6, San Francisco 3
Washington 3, Florida 1
Philadelphia at Atlanta, 7:10 p.m.
St. Louis 8, Houston 0
Milwaukee 7, Pittsburgh 3
San Diego 9, Chicago Cubs 2
L.A. Dodgers at Arizona, 9:40 p.m.

End of Regular Season

AUTO RACING
NASCAR SPRINT CUP

Aug. 27 — Irwin Tools Night Race, Bristol,
Tenn. (Brad Keselowski)

Sept. 6 — AdvoCare 500, Hampton, Ga.
(Jeff Gordon)

Sept. 10 — Wonderful Pistachios 400, Rich-
mond, Va. (Kevin Harvick)

Sept. 18 — GEICO 400, Joliet, Ill. (Tony
Stewart)

Sept. 25 — Sylvania 300, Loudon, N.H.
(Tony Stewart)

Oct. 2 — AAA 400, Dover, Del.
Oct. 9 — Hollywood Casino 400, Kansas

City, Kan.
Oct. 15 — Bank of America 500, Concord,

N.C.
Oct. 23 — Talladega 500, Talladega, Ala.
Oct. 30 — TUMS Fast Relief 500, Ridgeway,

Va.
Nov. 6 — AAA Texas 500, Fort Worth, Texas
Nov. 13 — Kobalt Tools 500, Avondale, Ariz.
Nov. 20 — Ford 400, Homestead, Fla.

2011 Driver Standings
1. Tony Stewart, 2,094.
2. Kevin Harvick, 2,087.
3. Brad Keselowski, 2,083.
4. Carl Edwards, 2,080.
5. Jeff Gordon, 2,071.
6. Kyle Busch, 2,068.
(tie) Matt Kenseth, 2,068.
(tie) Dale Earnhardt Jr., 2,068.
9. Kurt Busch, 2,066.
10. Jimmie Johnson, 2,065.
11. Ryan Newman, 2,060.
12. Denny Hamlin, 2,028.
13. Clint Bowyer, 775.
14. Greg Biffle, 772.
15. A J Allmendinger, 771.
16. Mark Martin, 750.
17. David Ragan, 748.
18. Martin Truex Jr., 746.
19. Juan Pablo Montoya, 745.
20. Kasey Kahne, 735.
2012 NASCAR Sprint Cup Schedule

x-non-points race
Feb. 18 — x-Shootout
Feb. 23 — x-Duel 1
Feb. 23 — x-Duel 2
Feb. 26 — Daytona
March 4 — Phoenix
March 11 — Las Vegas
March 18 — Bristol
March 25 — Fontana
April 1 — Martinsville
April 14 — Texas
April 22 — Kansas
April 28 — Richmond
May 6 — Talladega
May 12 — Darlington
May 19 — x-Showdown
May 19 — x-All-Star
May 27 — Charlotte
June 3 — Dover
June 10 — Pocono
June 17 — Michigan
June 24 — Sonoma
June 30 — Kentucky
July 7 — Daytona
July 15 — Loudon
July 29 — Indianapolis
Aug. 5 — Pocono
Aug. 12 — Watkins Glen
Aug. 19 — Michigan
Aug. 25 — Bristol
Sept. 2 — Atlanta
Sept. 8 — Richmond
Sept. 16 — Chicago
Sept. 23 — Loudon
Sept. 30 — Dover
Oct. 7 — Talladega
Oct. 13 — Charlotte
Oct. 21 — Kansas
Oct. 28 — Martinsville
Nov. 4 — Texas
Nov. 11 — Phoenix
Nov. 18 — Homestead

TRANSACTIONS
BASEBALL

American League
BOSTON RED SOX—Activated RHP Clay

Buchholz from the 60-day DL. Placed 3B Kevin
Youkilis on the 60-day DL.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX—Announced the
resignation of hitting coach Greg Walker.

CLEVELAND INDIANS—Announced the
resignation of bench coach Tim Tolman, who will
remain with the organization in an unspecified
baseball operations role.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS—Named Rick
Knapp minor league pitching coordinator.

National League
FLORIDA MARLINS—Named Ozzie Guillen

manager.
FOOTBALL

National Football League
NFL—Fined Cleveland DT Phil Taylor

$7,500 for a hit on Miami QB Chad Henne and
Tennessee DE Jason Jones $15,000 for a hit on
Denver QB Kyle Orton during Sunday’s games.

BALTIMORE RAVENS—Placed CB
Domonique Foxworth on injured reserve. Signed
LB Prescott Burgess.

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Signed LB Chris
Gocong to a three-year contract extension.

DETROIT LIONS—Placed LB Isaiah Ekeji-
uba on injured reserve. Signed CB Anthony
Madison. Signed WR Owen Spencer to the prac-
tice squad. Released WR Tim Toone and TE
Cornelius Ingram from the practice squad.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS—Re-signed TE
Jake O’Connell. Released TE Anthony Becht.

MIAMI DOLPHINS—Claimed RB Steve Sla-
ton off waivers from Houston. Waived DE Ryan
Baker.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS—Released DT
Mitch King. Placed K Garrett Hartley on injured
reserve. Signed OT Pat McQuistan and LB
Ramon Humber.

NEW YORK JETS—Signed LB Aaron May-
bin. Signed LB Eddie Jones to the practice
squad.

ST. LOUIS RAMS—Signed CB Rod Hood.
Released S Jermale Hines. Released TE-FB
Ben Guidugli from the practice squad.

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS—Placed S Bob
Sanders on injured reserve. Signed DL Tommie
Harris.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Placed S
Cody Grimm on injured reserve. Signed TE
Collin Franklin from the practice squad. Signed
OL Zane Taylor to the practice squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS—Placed WR Kenny
Britt on injured reserve. Signed WR Donnie
Avery.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

NHL—Suspended Philadelphia F Tom Ses-
tito for the remainder of the preseason and two
regular-season games for an illegal hit from be-
hind to N.Y. Rangers F Andre Deveaux during
Monday’s game.

ANAHEIM DUCKS—Assigned G Iiro Tarkki
to Syracuse (AHL).

LOS ANGELES KINGS—Reassigned F
Cam Paddock to Manchester (AHL).

MONTREAL CANADIENS—Assigned G

Nathan Lawson, F Brian Willsie and D Frederic
St. Denis to Hamilton (AHL).

OTTAWA SENATORS—Reassigned D Tim
Conboy, D Eric Gryba, D Craig Schira, F Louie
Caporusso, F Pat Cannone, F Corey Cowick, F
David Dziurzynski, F Derek Grant, F Wacey
Hamilton, F Francis Lessard, F Corey Locke, F
Jim O’Brien, F Mark Parrish and F Andre Peters-
son to Binghamton (AHL). Released G Brian
Stewart, D Josh Godfrey, D Bobby Raymond, F
Jack Downing and F Maxime Gratchev for the
purpose of assignment to Binghamton. Returned
F Darren Kramer to Spokane (WHL).

VANCOUVER CANUCKS—Recalled D
Yann Sauve from Chicago (AHL).

ECHL
READING ROYALS—Released F Joe

Cucci. Signed D Justin Kemmerer, G Shane
Davis and G Brian Matesevac.

COLLEGE
AMERICAN SOUTHWEST CONFER-

ENCE—Announced Centenary will withdraw its
membership at the conclusion of the 2011-12 ac-
ademic year.

DELAWARE—Promoted Samantha Huge to

deputy director of athletics and recreation serv-
ices, Brian Baptiste to associate director of ath-
letics for compliance, Augie Maurelli to associate
director of athletics for student-athlete perform-
ance, Kristy Fletcher to assistant director of ath-
letics for marketing and promotions and John
Smith to assistant director of athletics for athletic
training. Named Ben Schreiber athletics spirit co-
ordinator, Tim Anger athletics business manager,
Keith Moodie Delaware Field House equipment
manager and Ross Schwarzber assistant direc-
tor of athletics marketing.

NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL—Named
Janet N. Robinson women’s assistant basketball
coach.

PENN STATE-ABINGTON—Named Rick
Leeman women’s basketball coach.

RUTGERS—Named Patrick Crawford as-
sistant director of athletic communications.

RUTGERS-NEWARK—Named Pedro
Trevino men’s volleyball coach.

TEXAS A&M—Named Darby Rich men’s
basketball strength and conditioning coach.

The proposed 0.5 percent
sales tax hike in Ramsey County
would raise the county’s pro-
posed $350 million share of con-
struction on the $1.1 billion
stadium proposal, with the state
contributing $300 million through
a package of sales taxes on
sports memorabilia and other,
mostly game-related spending.
The team would contribute the

rest, an unspecified amount
likely to exceed $400 million.

Supporters of the stadium
project would ask the Republi-
can-controlled Legislature would
override the public vote provi-
sion, as they did when Hennepin
County bypassed a referendum
on its own sales tax increase to
help build Target Field for the
Minnesota Twins. Vikings offi-
cials, who did not speak at the
public hearing, have said they
simply want the same treatment
as the Twins.

But any referendum exemp-
tion granted by the Legislature is
likely to be challenged in court.

In addition, influential state law-
makers including House Speaker
Kurt Zellers and Senate Majority
Leader Amy Koch recently came
out in favor of a Ramsey County
vote on any tax hike.

Numerous county residents
said it was unfair that they
should bear a bigger financial
burden in order to build a sta-
dium for a team that calls the
whole state home. 

“This team as far as I know is
not the Ramsey County Vikings,”
said Dick Houck, a Roseville resi-
dent. “It’s the Minnesota
Vikings.”

looser rules to stay competitive.
Though Emmert has no au-

thority to dictate school deci-
sions about conferences, he is
trying to redirect the conversa-
tion.

“I’m not concerned so much
about one university moving
from one conference to another
or exploring what their options
are,” Emmert said. “What I want,
and what I’ve been encouraging
schools to do, is look at what the
end is.

“The end is not having 16
schools in a conference or doing
a deal. It’s why are you going in
that direction and what are the
outcomes you are trying to
achieve? They better be looking
at it to see what it will do for stu-
dent-athletes. Will it allow us to

create more revenue to support
these big intercollegiate pro-
grams, and whether we’re con-
templating something that won’t
create more impositions for our
student-athletes.”

Emmert has downplayed the
significance of conference expan-
sion or contraction, pointing out
that leagues have expanded and
dissolved before.

But there’s one thing he wants
to make clear: The NCAA will
never become the equivalent of a
pro league.

“The past handful of weeks,
we have seen people behaving
perfectly rationally because they
think they’ll be left without a
chair when the music stops. Or
that they’ll be in a disadvanta-
geous position or that they’ll be
left out of a media cycle,” he said.
“I get that. But at the end of the
day, these presidents, these con-

ference commissioners and my-
self, we have to be able to work
together.”
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Thursday, September 29
CROSS COUNTRY, PREP South Sioux City Inv. (YHS,

Crofton, 4:30 p.m.)
SOCCER, BOYS’ S.D. State Play-In — Yankton at S.F.

Roosevelt (6 p.m.)
TENNIS, GIRLS’ Eastern South Dakota Conf. at Bran-

don (YHS, 9 a.m.); Vermillion/S.F. Washington at S.F. Lincoln
VOLLEYBALL, GIRLS’ YHS at Mitchell (7 p.m.); Tri-Val-

ley Conf. Tourn. at Centerville (Alcester-Hudson, Centerville,
Freeman Academy, Gayville-Volin, Irene-Wakonda, Viborg-
Hurley); Allen at Walthill; Beresford at Harrisburg; Clearwa-
ter-Orchard/Niobrara-Verdigre at Wausa; Corsica-Stickney vs.
Tripp-Delmont-Armour at Armour (HC); Creighton at Laurel-
Concord-Coleridge; Dakota Christian at Marty; Elk Point-Jef-
ferson at S.F. Christian; Freeman at Ethan; Guardian Angels
Central Catholic at Hartington Cedar Catholic; Lyman at
Platte-Geddes; Menno at Bon Homme; Mitchell Christian at
Andes Central; Parker at Garretson; Plainview at Hartington;
Ponca at Wisner-Pilger; Santee at Omaha Nation; Scotland at
Parkston; Vermillion at West Central; West Holt at Crofton;
Wynot at Bloomfield

VOLLEYBALL, GIRLS’ JV YHS at Mitchell (4:30 p.m.)
VOLLEYBALL, GIRLS’ SOPH YHS at Mitchell (5:45

p.m.)
VOLLEYBALL, GIRLS’ 9TH YHS at Mitchell (4:30 p.m.)

Friday, September 30
CROSS COUNTRY, COLLEGE South Dakota State Inv.

(MMC); North Dakota State Bison Open at Fargo (USD, 5
p.m.)

CROSS COUNTRY, PREP Lennox Inv. (Beresford,
Dakota Valley, Elk Point-Jefferson, Freeman, Irene-Wakonda,
Vermillion, 3:30 p.m.); Plainview Inv. (Creighton, 4 p.m.); West

Holt Inv. (Bloomfield, Niobrara-Verdigre, 4 p.m.)
FOOTBALL, PREP S.F. Roosevelt at YHS (7:30 p.m.,

KYNT-AM, KVHT-FM); Alcester-Hudson at Chester Area;
Andes Central at Scotland; Baltic at Centerville; Canistota vs.
Viborg-Hurley at Viborg; Canton at Beresford; Chambers at
Wynot; Hartington at Allen; Irene-Wakonda at Gayville-Volin;
Laurel-Concord-Coleridge at Ponca; Marion at Freeman;
Marty Indian vs. Tripp-Delmont-Armour at Armour (HC); May-
wood at Santee; Menno at Plankinton; Neligh-Oakdale at
Hartington Cedar Catholic; Newcastle at Wausa; Niobrara-
Verdigre at West Boyd; O’Neill St. Mary’s at Bloomfield; Os-
mond at Creighton; Platte-Geddes-Dakota Christian at
Chamberlain; S.F. Christian at Parkston (HC); South Central
at Avon; Vermillion at Dakota Valley (KVTK-AM); Wagner at
McCook Central-Montrose; West Holt at Crofton; Winside at
Randolph

GOLF, MEN’S Dakota Wesleyan Inv. at Lakeview GC,
Mitchell (MMC)

GOLF, WOMEN’S Dakota Wesleyan Inv. at Wild Oak
GC, Mitchell (MMC)

SOCCER, WOMEN’S Western Illinois at USD (4 p.m.)
SOFTBALL, GIRLS’ S.D. State ‘AA’ Tourn. at Sioux Falls

(Yankton vs. R.C. Central, 10 a.m.)
VOLLEYBALL, WOMEN’S IUPUI at USD (7 p.m.)

Saturday, October 1
FOOTBALL, COLLEGE Lindenwood at USD (4 p.m.,

KYNT-AM, KYBB-FM)
GOLF, SDGA SoDak Cup at Hillcrest Golf & CC, Yankton
GOLF, MEN’S Dakota Wesleyan Inv. at Wild Oak GC,

Mitchell (MMC)
GOLF, WOMEN’S Dakota Wesleyan Inv. at Lakeview

GC, Mitchell (MMC)

GOLF, GIRLS’ Oakland-Craig Inv. (Crofton, 9:30 a.m.)
SOCCER, MEN’S Hastings at MMC (4 p.m.)
SOCCER, WOMEN’S Hastings at MMC (2 p.m.)
SOCCER, BOYS’ S.D. State Play-In — Hot Springs at

Vermillion (3 p.m.); Sturgis at Freeman Academy (3 p.m.)
SOCCER, GIRLS’ S.D. State Play-In — Yankton at

Spearfish (2 p.m. CT); Huron at Vermillion (1 p.m.)
SOFTBALL, GIRLS’ S.D. State ‘AA’ Tourn. at Sioux

Falls; S.D. State ‘A’ Tourn. at Sioux Falls
SWIMMING-DIVING, COLLEGE USD Red-White Scrim-

mage (noon)
TENNIS, WOMEN’S Neb.-Omaha Collegiate Inv. (USD)
VOLLEYBALL, WOMEN’S MMC at Nebraska Wesleyan

(3 p.m.)
VOLLEYBALL, WOMEN’S JV MMC at Nebraska Wes-

leyan (1:30 p.m.)
VOLLEYBALL, GIRLS’ Laurel-Concord-Coleridge Quad

(Laurel-Concord-Coleridge, Randolph); Marion Inv. (Andes
Central, Avon, Marion, Menno, 9 a.m.); Tri-Valley Conf. Tourn.
at Alcester (Alcester-Hudson, Centerville, Freeman Academy,
Gayville-Volin, Irene-Wakonda, Viborg-Hurley); Beresford at
Parker; Harrisburg at Wagner; Lower Brule at Marty

Sunday, October 2
GOLF, SDGA SoDak Cup at Hillcrest Golf & CC, Yankton
SOCCER, WOMEN’S IUPUI at USD (1 p.m.)
SOFTBALL, GIRLS’ S.D. State ‘A’ Tourn. at Sioux Falls
TENNIS, WOMEN’S Neb.-Omaha Collegiate Inv. (USD)
VOLLEYBALL, WOMEN’S Western Illinois at USD (2

p.m.)

S C O R E B OA R D A R E A  C A L E N DA R

Press&Dakotan
DA I LY  D O S E

BY JAMES D. CIMBUREK
james.cimburek@yankton.net

The Yankton Bucks football team is looking to disprove a theory regarding Class 11AA football — the one that
says the four Sioux Falls programs are hands-down better than any other program in the state, and will be forever.

The talk of an 11AAA football class is based primarily on that theory, one that has proven sound in recent
years. Since 2004, only Yankton (2005) and Aberdeen Central (2009) have disrupted the all-Sioux Falls title
trend, with Sioux Falls public schools winning five straight titles after not winning one from 1981-2005. No East-
ern South Dakota Conference team has won the crown since the Bucks downed Washington in the 2002 final.

This year’s Bucks may have the best chance of ending — or at least delaying — that run and, in the next

two weeks, they have the chance to prove it. Top-ranked and unbeaten Roosevelt comes to town Friday, with
3-2 and defending state champ Washington hosting the Bucks the following week. Yet, if you look at most of
the media in the state, Friday’s game will only serve as a reminder of the gap between Sioux Falls and the ESD.

Roosevelt will be a tough test, featuring the “quickest defense I’ve seen in 32 years of football,” Yankton head
coach Arlin Likness said of the Riders. “We know we have a formidable opponent.”

But Likness, at the helm for the Bucks’ last two titles and a few more at Hamlin, said that the Bucks must
not go into the game believing they are beaten.

“We shouldn’t be scared of these guys,” he said. “They are capable of being beaten, and we are capable
of beating them.”

Friday we’ll find out.

‘We Shouldn’t Be Scared Of These Guys’

Daily opinions from the P&D

Sports Staff on local and na-

tional high school, college

and professional sports.

AS A SMALL BUSINESS OWNER,
having healthy, productive employees
is important. Wellmark Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of South Dakota
offers a variety of health insurance
products to make it easy to choose a
plan to meet the needs and budgets
of you and your employees. Whether
you want a comprehensive plan with
a low deductible or a plan that focus-
es on catastrophic coverage, call today
to learn more about a plan that is
right for you.

Great
choices

for your small

business.

Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
South Dakota is an Independent Licensee of
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

© 2003 Wellmark, Inc.

A U T H O R I Z E D I N D E P E N D E N T

A G E N T S F O R

Cihak Insurance
311 Walnut,Yankton, SD • 665-9393

Linda BehlTom Cihak
 MORNING

 COFFE E
 WEEKDAYS MONDAY-FRIDAY

 Thursday, September 29
 7:40 a.m.  Yankton Chamber  

 (Carmen Schramm)
 8:15 a.m.  Ykn Conv/Vis Bureau  

 (Lisa Scheve)

 Friday, Sept.   30 th

 Serving 5:30–7:00PM
 Crane Youngworth Field

 Wear
 Your
 Red!

  Touchdown Touchdown Touchdown

     T acos     T acos   T acos

 Go Bucks ! ! Go Bucks ! ! Go Bucks ! !

Trap-Shooting Champs

The first place team in the ‘A’ division of Yankton’s Isaak Walton trap shooting

league consisted of Bob Modregger, Chad Madsen, Jim Barger, Larry Highland and

Ron Block.

The first place team in the ‘B’ division of Yankton’s Isaak Walton trap shooting league

consisted of Marv Wilcox, Todd Broscha, Ray Lais, Mike Rockne and Don Hento.

NCAA
From Page 9

Stadium
From Page 9

Lancer Softball Ranks
10th In NAIA GPA

The Mount Marty College softball
team ranked tenth in the NAIA in team
grade-point average in the 2010-11 sea-
son, the National Fastpitch Coaches As-
sociation announced Wednesday.

MMC posted a team GPA of 3.445 for
the 2010-11 school year. Central
Methodist led NAIA with a 3.627, with
Concordia (Neb.) ranking seventh at
3.484.

NCAA Division III Northwestern
(Minn.) led all collegiate softball pro-
grams with a 3.694 team GPA. Tennessee
Tech led Division I with a 3.619.  Illinois
Central unseated the two-time, defend-
ing junior college winner Wallace St.-
Hanceville with a 3.540 and Division II
Central Missouri rounded out the colle-
giate divisional winners with a 3.533.

Huskers’ Secondary Bulks Up For No. 7 Badgers
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