
“Lovesong.” That made them
goth-rock superstars, so their
chances of being first-ballot in-
ductees look pretty good.

Arguably the biggest surprise
of last year’s class was that the
Red Hot Chili Peppers weren’t in
it. The once wild and crazy punk-
funkers turned power balladeers
have had a fairly steady stream
of successful records, and
though they are seldom name-
dropped as big influences, the
L.A. band helped turn alt-rock
into mainstream rock. They are
still active, having just released
their 10th album “I’m With You”
last month. Chances are they
won’t be waiting much longer.

The Small Faces/The Faces is
a curious case, as they were two
distinct bands with a lot of the
same members. The psychedelic,
bluesy Small Faces were prima-
rily driven by future Humble Pie
guitarist Steve Marriott, while
the group’s second act, simply
the Faces, became a launching
pad for Rod Stewart’s solo ca-
reer.

Neither version made it as big
on this side of the Atlantic as in
their native United Kingdom,
with most folks knowing the
Small Faces hit “Itchycoo Park,”
while the boozy, loose Faces had
the radio staple “Stay With Me.”

With some higher-profile names
on the nominee list (what, you
say that shouldn’t matter? Ha!),
both versions of the band will
probably be seeing their names
back on next year’s list.

As for the ladies — silky folk
songstress Nyro, badass rock
chick Joan Jett and the Black-
hearts and classic-rock sister act
Heart — the last should be a
shoo-in.

Nyro is probably better
known by the masses (who don’t
get a vote) as a songwriter, with
artists such as Three Dog Night,
the 5th Dimension and Blood,
Sweat & Tears having hits with
her songs “Eli’s Coming,” “Stoned
Soul Picnic” and “And When I
Die.” Nyro is often listed by 1970s
artists such as Alice Cooper and
Todd Rundgren as a songwriting
influence, but Nyro, who died of
ovarian cancer in 1997, has yet to
receive a posthumous career
boost/rediscovery so she may be
on the nominee list a few more
years.

As for Jett, she and her Black-
hearts had attitude (she’s often
referred to as the original Riot
Grrl) and fist-pumping songs, in-
cluding the No. 1 hit “I Love Rock
and Roll” and “Do You Want to
Touch Me” along with her theme
song “Bad Reputation,” making
tough guitar-slinging rocker
chicks sexy. But there’s simply
no logical way she can be in-
ducted before Heart.

The Wilson sisters, singer Ann
and singer/guitarist Nancy,

founded Heart in 1973 and suf-
fered many sexist, condescend-
ing slings and arrows from the
rock ‘n’ roll industry boys club
(the galloping “Barracuda” is not
about a fish). They turned out
hard-rocking radio staples “Crazy
on You,” “Magic Man” and
“Straight On,” and not only sur-
vived, but also became a big
arena act through the latter half
of the 1980s with power ballads
such as “These Dreams” and
“Alone.”

Perhaps the only true slam-
dunk inductee is Guns N’ Roses,
which from 1987 to the mid-1990s
was the biggest rock band in the
world. The breakthrough “Ap-
petite for Destruction” has sold
28 million copies worldwide and
is still one of the better hard rock
records of the past 25 years, with
“Welcome to the Jungle” a con-
stant on rock radio (and the all-
important new revenue streams:
video games, commercials and
movie placement). Its two-part,

four-album follow-up “Use Your
Illusion 1 & 2” was considerably
more sprawling but also sold
boatloads of records.

Ignoring the 15-year saga of
the band’s leaden sixth album
“Chinese Democracy” — which
still managed to go platinum —
Guns N’ Roses has certainly
earned a spot in hallowed halls
of rock.

———
Malcolm X Abram:

mabram@thebeaconjournal.com
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BROADCAST STATIONS

 PBS
 KUSD ^ 8 ^

Arthur Å 
(DVS)

WordGirl 
Å (DVS)

Wild 
Kratts Å

The 
Electric 
Company

Fetch! 
With Ruff 
Ruffman

Nightly 
Business 
Report

PBS NewsHour (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Washing-
ton Week 
(N) Å

Need to 
Know 
(N) Å

McLaugh-
lin Group 
(N)

Market to 
Market Å

André Rieu Presents: 
Live in Dublin (In 
Stereo) Å

Dakota 
Life

BBC World 
News

Charlie Rose (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Tavis Smi-
ley (N) Å

America’s 
Heartland

100 Yards, 100 Years: 
High School Football

 KTIV $ 4 $ Extra (N) Cash Ellen DeGeneres News (N) News News (N) Ent All Night Whitney Dateline NBC (N) (In Stereo) Å News (N) Jay Leno Late Night Carson News (N) Extra (N)

 NBC
 KDLT % 5 %

The Doctors “The Doc-
tors’ Ultimate Weekend 
Guide” (N)

Judge 
Judy (N) 
Å

Judge 
Judy Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

NBC 
Nightly 
News (N)

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Big 
Bang 
Theory

Up All 
Night Å

Whitney Å Dateline NBC Three die during a self-help re-
treat. (N) (In Stereo) Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno Actor 
David Arquette. (N)

Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Last Call 
With Car-
son Daly

According 
to Jim Å

(Off Air)

 KCAU ) 6 ) Dr. Phil (N) Å The Dr. Oz Show (N) News ABC News Inside Family Suburg. Charlie’s Angels 20/20 (N) Å News Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live Paid Paid Paid (Off Air)

 CBS
 KELO + 3 +

Dr. Phil “Majoring in 
Failure” (N) (In Ste-
reo) Å

The Dr. Oz Show (N) 
(In Stereo) Å

News CBS 
Evening 
News

News Entertain-
ment 
Tonight (N)

A Gifted Man A patient 
requires immediate 
surgery. (N)

CSI: NY A woman is 
found dead in a Ferrari. 
(N) Å

Blue Bloods Jamie 
starts working with a 
new partner. (N)

News Sports 
Zone

Late Show With 
David Letterman (In 
Stereo) Å

The Late Late Show 
With Craig Ferguson 
(N) (In Stereo) Å

News The Insid-
er (N) Å

 ABC
 KSFY ` 7 `

Jeopardy! 
(N) Å

Be a Mil-
lionaire

The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (N) (In Stereo) Å

KSFY 
News at 5 
in HD

ABC World 
News

KSFY 
News at 6 
in HD

Wheel of 
Fortune 
(N) Å

Modern 
Family Å

Suburga-
tory Å

Charlie’s Angels “Run-
way Angels” A model 
goes missing.

20/20 (N) (In Stereo) Å KSFY 
News at 10 
in HD

Nightline 
(N) Å

Jimmy Kimmel Live (In 
Stereo) Å

Inside Edi-
tion (N) Å

Paid Pro-
gram

Paid Pro-
gram

Extra (N) 
Å

 KMEG . 13 & Nate Berkus The Doctors (N) KMEG 14 News Jeopardy Wheel A Gifted Man (N) CSI: NY (N) Å Blue Bloods (N) News Letterman Late Paid Paid Paid

 FOX
 KTTW 5 9 _

Swift Jus-
tice

Swift Jus-
tice

Anderson (In Ste-
reo) Å

America’s Funniest 
Home Videos (In Ste-
reo) Å

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

Kitchen Nightmares 
Ramsay visits a New 
Jersey restaurant.

Fringe The team inves-
tigates strange deaths. 
(N) Å

The Of-
fice “New 
Boss”

The Office 
Å

Excused 
(N) Å

Excused 
“It’s All in 
the Abs”

Friends Å Friends Å New 
Adv./Old 
Christine

New 
Adv./Old 
Christine

Hates 
Chris

Hates 
Chris

 KLKN   The Dr. Oz Show (N) Dr. Phil (N) Å News ABC News Ent Family Suburg. Charlie’s Angels 20/20 (N) Å News Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live Paid (Off Air)
 KOLN   Ellen DeGeneres First four Jeopardy News News News Wheel A Gifted Man (N) CSI: NY (N) Å Blue Bloods (N) News Letterman Late Paid Overnight Weather
 KPTH   Jdg Judy Judge B. Jdg Judy Million. Big Bang Two Men Big Bang Two Men Kitchen Nightmares Fringe (N) Å News 30 Rock 30 Rock Office Office Mother Mother Friends Friends Raymond
 KSCB  97 Grace Winston Phillips Hillsong Zola Lev World Back to J. Hagee Parsley World Revival Church Services Van Impe Franklin Word Copeland Life To J. Meyer Sound EVO Base Church
 KSIN  99 , Arthur Martha Wild WordGirl Curious PBS NewsHour (N) Ebert Wash. Iowa Market Great Performances at the Met “Le Comte Ory” Business Binge (Off Air)
 KXNE   ( Curious Martha Arthur WordGirl Wild Electric PBS NewsHour (N) Binge Your Kids Wash. Need Discover Beethoven Jazz Cabaret Served? Served? (Off Air)

PAY CHANNELS

 HBO  17 (401)
››› “It’s Kind of a Funny Story” 
(2010) Keir Gilchrist.

Face off, 
Max

“George Harrison: Living in the Material 
World” (2011) (Part 2 of 2) (In Stereo) Å

››› “Get Him to the Greek” (2010) Jonah Hill, 
Russell Brand. (In Stereo) Å

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (N) Å

Real Time With Bill 
Maher Å

Hung Å ›› “S.W.A.T.” (2003, Action) Samuel L. Jack-
son, Colin Farrell. (In Stereo) Å

“Ghost”

 HBO2 Don’t ››› “Invictus” (2009) (In Stereo) Å ›› “Hereafter” (2010) Matt Damon. (In Stereo) Å Boardwalk Empire America “A Nightmare on Elm Street” ›› “Edge of Darkness” (2010) Å Real/Bill Maher

 MAX   (420)
“Percy Jackson & the Olympians: 
The Lightning Thief” Å

››› “Gladiator” (2000) Russell Crowe. A fugitive general 
becomes a gladiator in ancient Rome. Å

›› “Clash of the Titans” (2010, Adventure) 
Sam Worthington. (In Stereo) Å

Strike Back (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Chemistry 
(N)

Skin to the 
Max

Strike Back (In Ste-
reo) Å

“Emmanuelle Through Time: 
Emmanuelle’s Sexy Bite” Å

“Preda-
tors”

 MAX2 “Universal Soldier” ›› “The Losers” (2010) (In Stereo) Å › “Couples Retreat” (2009) (In Stereo) Strike Bk. ››› “Black Swan” (2010) (In Stereo) ››› “Splice” (2009) Adrien Brody. Å Co-Ed Confidential 3:
 SHOW  18 (435) “Unreasonable” “Rebirth” (2011) iTV. (In Stereo) Å › “Paper Man” (2009) Jeff Daniels. Å ››› “Scream 2” (1997) David Arquette. Boxing ShoBox: The New Generation. (N) Inside the NFL Å NASCAR Natl Van
 SHOW2 ›› “Extraordinary Measures” (2010) ›› “Red” (2010) Bruce Willis. (In Stereo) “Vidal Sassoon: The Movie” “The First Time” (2009) “Wild Cherry” (2009) Å “Frat Party” (2009) (In Stereo) “Girlfriend Exp”
 TMC ›› “Under the Mountain” “Politics of Love” (2010) ›› “Necessary Roughness” (1991) Å “Dough Boys” (2009) Å ›› “Perrier’s Bounty” (2009) ››› “Billy Bathgate” (1991) (In Stereo) “Student Bodies”

CABLE STATIONS
 A&E  57 I Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds
 AMC  41 V ›› “The Sandlot” (1993) ›› “Road House” (1989) Patrick Swayze. Å › “Billy Madison” (1995) Adam Sandler. › “Bulletproof” (1996) Damon Wayans. ›› “Single White Female” (1992) Bridget Fonda. Buffy
 ANPL  19 K I Shouldn’t Be Alive I Shouldn’t Be Alive I Shouldn’t Be Alive I Shouldn’t Be Alive I Shouldn’t Be Alive I Shouldn’t Be Alive I Shouldn’t Be Alive I Shouldn’t Be Alive I Shouldn’t Be Alive I Shouldn’t Be Alive I Shouldn’t Be Alive
 BRAVO  25 W Housewives/NJ Housewives/NJ Housewives/NJ Matchmaker Matchmaker Matchmaker ››› “The School of Rock” (2003) Jack Black. ››› “The School of Rock” (2003) Jack Black.
 CMTV  38 Ω Angels Among Us Extreme Makeover Extreme Makeover Extreme Makeover Extreme Makeover Top Secret Recipe Trick My What? Top Secret Recipe Trick My What? Dukes-Hazzard Dukes-Hazzard
 CNBC  53 T Closing Bell Options Money in Mad Money (N) The Kudlow Report Cruise Inc. 60 Minutes on Crime Inc. Mad Money 60 Minutes on Crime Inc. Paid Paid
 CNN  33 Q The Situation Room With Wolf Blitzer (N) John King, USA (N) OutFront Anderson Cooper Piers Morgan Anderson Cooper OutFront Piers Morgan Anderson Cooper Anderson Cooper
 COM  45 ≠ Futurama Tosh.0 Sunny South Pk Daily Colbert 30 Rock 30 Rock Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Sward Work. South Pk Tosh.0 Stand-Up South Pk Chap Chap “Extreme Movie” (2008) Michael Cera.
 CSPAN  49 1 Politics & Public Policy Today Politics & Public The Contenders Politics & Public Policy Today
 DISC  34 L American Chopper Dual Survival Å Dual Survival Å Dual Survival Å Man, Woman, Wild Man, Woman, Wild Animals Bite Man, Woman, Wild Animals Bite Man, Woman, Wild Human Body
 DISN  64 D Wizards Wizards Phineas ANT Shake It Good Phineas Fish Wizards ANT Jessie Random Vampire Good Phineas Fish Wizards ANT Jessie Random Good Scream
 DISXD  65 (103) Young Deck ›› “Home Alone 2: Lost in New York” (1992) To Be Announced Avengers Phineas Phineas Zeke Deck I’m-Band Zeke Deck Phineas Kid Jim Kid
 E!TV  51 Æ Kardas Kardas Kardas Kardas Kardas Kardas E! News (N) Sex-City Sex-City Dirty Soap The Soup Fashion Chelsea E! News Chelsea The Soup Fashion Chelsea Chelsea
 ENC   (480) › “Up Close & Personal” (1996) Å ›› “The Education of Charlie Banks” ››› “The Runaways” (2010) Å “All About the Benjamins” › “Money Train” (1995) Wesley Snipes. “Cheech & Chong’s Next”
 ESPN  28 8 NFL Live (N) Å Around Pardon SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å Baseball Coll. Football Live College Football Boise State at Fresno State. (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ESPN2  29 9 NASCAR Racing NASCAR Racing NASCAR NFL Kickoff (N) WNBA Basketball Finals, Game 3: Teams TBA. (N) Nation SportsCtr NFL Live Å Baseball Nation NASCAR Nation Nation
 EWTN  74 ± Worldwide Children Holy Hour Heavens Church Werenfrd Daily Mass Life on the Rock Catholic Rosary St. Francis Image Women Daily Mass Life on the Rock Catholic Defend
 FAM  62 H 70s Show 70s Show 70s Show 70s Show Funny Home Videos Funny Home Videos Funny Home Videos Funny Home Videos Funny Home Videos The 700 Club (N) Whose? Whose? Paid Paid Paid Paid
 FX  23 X Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Mother Mother Mother Mother ›› “Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen” (2009) Megan Fox ›› “Eagle Eye” (2008, Action) Shia LaBeouf. Louie Paid Paid
 FXNWS  50 P Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report FOX Report The O’Reilly Factor Hannity (N) Greta Van Susteren The O’Reilly Factor Hannity Greta Van Susteren The Five
 FOXSP  35 ; Golf Life Game Football Football Supergirl Jam ’11 UEFA Gophers College Hockey Sacred Heart at Minnesota. (N) (Live) Gophers Wild Jerry Kill Supergirl Jam ’11 College Hockey Jerry Kill
 GOLF  55 (310) PGA Tour Golf Frys.com Open, Second Round. From San Martin, Calif. (N) (Live) Central PGA Tour Golf PGA Tour Golf Frys.com Open, Second Round. From San Martin, Calif. Central
 HALL  22 A The Waltons Å The Waltons Å Little House/Prairie Little House/Prairie Little House/Prairie Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Golden Golden Golden Golden Cheers Cheers
 HGTV  54 B Sarah Sarah Sarah Sarah First Pla. First Pla. Hunters House Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters
 HIST  46 O Modern Marvels Modern Marvels Modern Marvels Modern Marvels Pawn Pawn American American American American Modern Marvels Pawn Pawn American American American American
 KAUN  15 6 Naked City Route 66 I Spy Daniel Boone Highway to Heaven Starsky and Hutch Police Story The Saint Da Vinci’s Inquest Cold Case Files Cold Squad
 KWSD  12 . Paid Paid ’70s 70s Show ’Til Death King Seinfeld Seinfeld Nikita “Knightfall” Supernatural (N) Cops ’Til Death King South Pk South Pk Rose. Rose. Paid Paid FREE 
 LIFE  58 = Cold Case Files Cold Case Files Unsolved Mysteries Unsolved Mysteries Movie Reba Reba Reba Movie Reba
 MSNBC  66 R Dylan Ratigan Hardball Matthews PoliticsNation (N) Hardball Matthews The Last Word Rachel Maddow Documentary Documentary Documentary Documentary Documentary
 NICK  32 E iCarly iCarly Sponge. Sponge. iCarly Victo Big Time Sponge. Sponge. Bucket George George ’70s ’70s Friends Friends Friends Friends ’70s ’70s Chris Chris
 RFDTV   (131) Wilburn Country RFD-TV Spec. Farm Dog Tri Sturr Wagoner Family Reunion CalifCtry Reporter Well Winner Shopping Alaska Heritage Farm Rpt Farmers American Wilburn Country
 SOAP   (120) Beverly Hills, 90210 Brothers & Sisters Brothers & Sisters Young & Restless Days of our Lives One Life to Live General Hospital Young & Restless Days of our Lives One Life to Live General Hospital
 SPEED  63 < Auto Auction Monster Jam PassTime PassTime Trackside At... (N) SP Cen ARCA RE/MAX Series Racing Kansas. (N) Trackside At... The 10 Formula 1 Debrief Formula One Racing The Day ARCA
 SPIKE  30 ¨ Gangland Å Gangland Å Gangland Å Gangland Å King King ’Til Death ’Til Death ’Til Death ’Til Death ’Til Death ’Til Death King King ’Til Death ’Til Death Son Son 
 STARZ ››› “About Schmidt” (2002) Å ›› “Austin Powers in Goldmember” ›› “Tron: Legacy” (2010) Jeff Bridges. Camelot Å Camelot “Igraine” ›› “Step Up 3” (2010) Rick Malambri. ››› “8 Mile”
 SYFY  44 N Sanctuary Å Sanctuary Å › “Thirteen Ghosts” (2001, Horror) WWE Friday Night SmackDown! (N) Å Sanctuary Å Paranormal Witness Sanctuary Å “Children of the Corn” (2009, Horror) Å
 TBS  36 Y Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Seinfeld Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Seinfeld Seinfeld ›› “The Forbidden Kingdom” (2008) › “10,000 B.C.”
 TCM  76 U ›› “Battle Circus” (1953, War) Å ››› “The Opposite Sex” (1956) Å ›› “Summer Holiday” (1963) Premiere. ›› “One Way Pendulum” (1964) ››› “Bullitt” (1968) Steve McQueen. › “She Freak”
 TLC  43 M Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Four Weddings (N) Say Yes Say Yes Four Weddings Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes
 TNT  37 [ Law & Order Law & Order Law & Order Law & Order ››› “Shrek” (2001, Comedy) Å ››› “Shrek 2” (2004, Comedy) Å ›› “Yours, Mine & Ours” ››› “The Family Man” Å
 TOON  42 F Almost Adven Regular MAD Batman Justice Genera Ben 10 Star Thundr. King/Hill King/Hill American American Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Squidbill. American American Fam. Guy
 TRAV  24 C Sandwich Paradise No Reservation Weird Travels Å Ghost Ghost Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures The Dead Files (N) Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures The Dead Files Ghost Adventures
 TRUTV  52 J Video Video Video Video World’s Dumbest... Wipeout Å Wipeout Å Wipeout Å World’s Dumbest... Forensic Forensic World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest...
 TVFN  56 ? Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Heat See. Sugar Diners Diners Diners Diners Heat See. Sugar Diners Diners
 TVLND  47 G Bonanza Good Jeff’sons Sanford Sanford Sanford Sanford M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Nanny Nanny Nanny Nanny Nanny Nanny Nanny Rose.
 UNI   μ El Gordo y la Flaca Primer Impacto (N) Alma Notic. Cuando Me Familia-Suerte Fuerza-Destino Rosa de Guadalupe Impacto Noticiero Teresa “El Gran Final” (SS) La Jaula Par Ases
 USA  31 Z NCIS Å NCIS “Chimera” NCIS Å NCIS Å NCIS Å NCIS “Road Kill” NCIS “Knockout” CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene › “Out of Reach”
 VH1  39 º Tough Love: Miami Tough Love: Miami Greatest Songs Greatest Songs Greatest Songs Greatest Songs Greatest Songs Pop Up Greatest Songs Saturday Night Live Å Saturday Night Live
 WE   > Ghost Whisperer Ghost Whisperer Charmed Å Charmed Å Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Ghost Whisperer “Divine Secrets”
 WGN  16 2 Cheers Cheers Mad Abt. Mad Abt. Chris Chris Funny Home Videos 30 Rock 30 Rock Mother Mother WGN News at Nine 30 Rock Scrubs Scrubs Sunny Sunny Futurama Futurama South Pk
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Fame
From Page 7B

ment. Within a few months, “A
Few Minutes With Andy Rooney”
had proved a hit with viewers.

The segment’s ultra-simple for-
mat became a familiar — and
sometimes parodied — TV sign-
post. Wearing a rumpled suit, the
pear-shaped Rooney would sit,
hands folded, at his desk in what
appeared to be his rather
cramped and cluttered CBS office,
speaking directly into the camera.
His typical jowly, bemused ex-
pression would occasionally curl
into an outright smile, but just as
often he would raise his voice
slightly during his rants on ran-
dom topics, the sort of free-range
target practice that these days
routinely turns up on Twitter.

Sometimes the matters were
ones of consequence; more often,
not. One characteristic piece
faulted coffeemakers for putting
fewer ounces than advertised of
grounds in each can. “I don’t re-
ally have any right to complain,”
he then concluded wryly. “The ac-
tual content of ‘60 Minutes’ is
now less than 42 minutes.”

“I don’t even know if they
could replace him?” Doug Spero,
an associate professor of mass
communication at Meredith Col-
lege in North Carolina, wrote of
Rooney in an email. “He was the
true representative of trivial mat-
ters. Common everyday things
got his attention and common
everyday things frustrated him,
just like many of his viewers, who
could relate.” 

Rooney
From Page 8B

“A man would got to a saloon,
get drunk, and he would come
home and do whatever he wanted,”
historian Catherine Gilbert Mur-
dock says in an on-screen inter-
view.

The second installment, “A Na-
tion of Scofflaws,” examines the
problems of enforcement during
Prohibition, and the third part, “A
Nation of Hypocrites,” covers the
movement toward repeal in 1933.
Along the way, viewers are treated
to stunning archival footage and in-
troduced to a variety of vivid char-
acters. Among those who jumped
out at Burns was George Remus, a
Midwest attorney, bootlegger and
notorious party animal who used
loopholes in the Volstead Act to be-
come a millionaire.

“He’s a phenomenal character
— a modern megalomanic in the
vein of a Donald Trump,” Burns
said. “I can’t believe that, once this
comes out, people in Hollywood
won’t want to make a film about
George Remus. You couldn’t make
him up.”

Hollywood’s interest in bootleg-
ger gangsters is, of course, on full
display in the HBO Prohibition-era
crime drama, “Boardwalk Empire,”
which also airs Sunday. Burns
counts himself among its fans.

“I’ve really enjoyed watching it.
It’s terrific,” he said. “Americans al-
ways love to watch people who get
to kill people that (tick) them off,
and women who take their clothes
off at the drop of a hat.” 

Burns
From Page 9B

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Elton John has re-
turned to Las Vegas for a three-year head-
lining gig at Caesars Palace.

The five-time Grammy winner per-
formed Wednesday night for the first of 16
shows scheduled through October, the
first performances of a new show titled
“The Million Dollar Piano.” 

John took stage in a dazzling, sequined
cape and garnered standing ovations from
parts of the crowd after each song. John
spent about 2 hours going through hit
after hit from his lengthy catalogue —
though he skipped his top hit, “Candle in
the Wind.”

The remainder of John’s shows during

the three-year run have not yet been an-
nounced.

John says the show is named for his
new piano, which took manufacturer
Yamaha four years to build. 

He said the grand piano, black with a
video screen on its side, is named Blos-
som, after jazz singer Blossom Dearie,
John said. 

“It has a spin cycle washer in the back,
a microwave and an aquarium,” he said. 

The only thing it’s missing: “A barbe-
cue,” John quipped. 

His return comes more than two years
after that five-year stint that ended in
2009. The run was originally planned for

three years but was extended because of
demand. 

“This isn’t like the old days,” John said
of the new show. “It’s going to be certainly
different from anything you’ve seen from
me before, as was ‘The Red Piano,”’ his
previous show at Caesars.

“The Red Piano” included risque im-
agery — with high-tech videos and large,
inflatable props — plus the hits John has
become known for during a career that’s
spanned more than 40 years.

Jason Gastwirth, senior vice president
of entertainment for casino owner Caesars
Entertainment Corp., believes John’s run
could be extended again.

“I think it’s very possible, both on du-
ration and number of shows,” Gastwirth
said. “There’s been such a large appetite
by his fans to come see the show.” 

John is one of music’s most decorated
stars, known for songs including “Candle
in the Wind,” “Rocket Man” and “Bennie
and the Jets.” He was knighted by Queen
Elizabeth II in 1998, inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in 1999 and honored
by the Kennedy Center in 2004 for his life-
time contributions to performing arts. 

John won an Academy Award in 1994
for his original song, “Can You Feel the
Love Tonight,” from Disney’s “The Lion
King.”

Elton John Starts 3-Year Las Vegas Run At Caesars

tumes,” Jackson said.
Andy Henrickson, the associate

professor of speech and theatre at
Mount Marty College, said he has
wanted to do more play readings
as a way to expose students to new
work while not having the associ-
ated production costs of a full-
fledged performance.

“It gives our students a different
experience,” he said. “It’s very ac-
cessible to them, because it’s two
or three rehearsals and then you
read it. I thought that would be a
good thing for our students.”

The arrangement to bring Jack-
son to the campus was made
through Stephen English, the in-
structor of theatre design and the
technical director for theatre at
Mount Marty College. He and Jack-
son are friends.

Currently, there are no definite
plans to put on a production of
“The Dark Side of the Snow.” How-
ever, Jackson said he hopes to
make that a reality some day.

“The weird thing is, the play ac-
tually works better in Yankton than
in Toronto because people in
Toronto don’t know much about
Theodore Roosevelt, let alone his
family,” he said. “I’d love to do a
production of it. It’s got a very
unique set design, and I’d love to
see it on stage. More than likely, if
I’d ever get the chance to perform
it, it would be in the States.”

Jackson said he wants the audi-
ence to walk away from the reading
with a better appreciation for the
Roosevelt family and an inspiration
to tell their own stories.

“I’m hoping that people will go
out and search for those little sto-
ries that exist but sometimes don’t
get told because people might be
afraid of them or ashamed,” he
stated.
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