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Reading

From Page 1B

tumes,” Jackson said.

Andy Henrickson, the associate
professor of speech and theatre at
Mount Marty College, said he has
wanted to do more play readings
as a way to expose students to new
work while not having the associ-
ated production costs of a full-
fledged performance.

“It gives our students a different
experience,” he said. “It’s very ac-
cessible to them, because it’s two
or three rehearsals and then you
read it. [ thought that would be a
good thing for our students.”

The arrangement to bring Jack-
son to the campus was made
through Stephen English, the in-
structor of theatre design and the
technical director for theatre at
Mount Marty College. He and Jack-
son are friends.

Currently, there are no definite
plans to put on a production of
“The Dark Side of the Snow.” How-
ever, Jackson said he hopes to
make that a reality some day.

“The weird thing is, the play ac-
tually works better in Yankton than
in Toronto because people in
Toronto don’t know much about
Theodore Roosevelt, let alone his
family,” he said. “I'd love to do a
production of it. It's got a very
unique set design, and I'd love to
see it on stage. More than likely, if
I'd ever get the chance to perform
it, it would be in the States.”

Jackson said he wants the audi-
ence to walk away from the reading
with a better appreciation for the
Roosevelt family and an inspiration
to tell their own stories.

“I'm hoping that people will go
out and search for those little sto-
ries that exist but sometimes don’t
get told because people might be
afraid of them or ashamed,” he
stated.

Burns
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“A man would got to a saloon,
get drunk, and he would come
home and do whatever he wanted,”
historian Catherine Gilbert Mur-
dock says in an on-screen inter-
view.

The second installment, “A Na-
tion of Scofflaws,” examines the
problems of enforcement during
Prohibition, and the third part, “A
Nation of Hypocrites,” covers the
movement toward repeal in 1933.
Along the way, viewers are treated
to stunning archival footage and in-
troduced to a variety of vivid char-
acters. Among those who jumped
out at Burns was George Remus, a
Midwest attorney, bootlegger and
notorious party animal who used
loopholes in the Volstead Act to be-
come a millionaire.

“He’s a phenomenal character
— amodern megalomanic in the
vein of a Donald Trump,” Burns
said. “I can’t believe that, once this
comes out, people in Hollywood
won’t want to make a film about
George Remus. You couldn’t make
him up.”

Hollywood’s interest in bootleg-
ger gangsters is, of course, on full
display in the HBO Prohibition-era
crime drama, “Boardwalk Empire,”
which also airs Sunday. Burns
counts himself among its fans.

“I've really enjoyed watching it.
It’s terrific,” he said. “Americans al-
ways love to watch people who get
to kill people that (tick) them off,
and women who take their clothes
off at the drop of a hat.”

Rooney

From Page SB

ment. Within a few months, “A
Few Minutes With Andy Rooney”
had proved a hit with viewers.

The segment’s ultra-simple for-
mat became a familiar — and
sometimes parodied — TV sign-
post. Wearing a rumpled suit, the
pear-shaped Rooney would sit,
hands folded, at his desk in what
appeared to be his rather
cramped and cluttered CBS office,
speaking directly into the camera.
His typical jowly, bemused ex-
pression would occasionally curl
into an outright smile, but just as
often he would raise his voice
slightly during his rants on ran-
dom topics, the sort of free-range
target practice that these days
routinely turns up on Twitter.

Sometimes the matters were
ones of consequence; more often,
not. One characteristic piece
faulted coffeemakers for putting
fewer ounces than advertised of
grounds in each can. “I don't re-
ally have any right to complain,”
he then concluded wryly. “The ac-
tual content of ‘60 Minutes’ is
now less than 42 minutes.”

“I don’t even know if they
could replace him?” Doug Spero,
an associate professor of mass
communication at Meredith Col-
lege in North Carolina, wrote of
Rooney in an email. “He was the
true representative of trivial mat-
ters. Common everyday things
got his attention and common
everyday things frustrated him,
just like many of his viewers, who
could relate.”
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Elton John Starts 3-Year Las Vegas Run At Caesars

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Elton John has re-
turned to Las Vegas for a three-year head-

lining gig at Caesars Palace.

The five-time Grammy winner per-
formed Wednesday night for the first of 16

shows scheduled through October,

first performances of a new show titled

“The Million Dollar Piano.”

John took stage in a dazzling, sequined
cape and garnered standing ovations from

parts of the crowd after each song.
spent about 2 hours going through
after hit from his lengthy catalogue
though he skipped his top hit, “Can
the Wind.”

The remainder of John’s shows during

nounced.

the three-year run have not yet been an-

John says the show is named for his

the

new piano, which took manufacturer
Yamaha four years to build.

He said the grand piano, black with a
video screen on its side, is named Blos-

som, after jazz singer Blossom Dearie,

John said.

John
hit

dle in

“It has a spin cycle washer in the back,
a microwave and an aquarium,” he said.

The only thing it’s missing: “A barbe-
cue,” John quipped.

His return comes more than two years

after that five-year stint that ended in

2009. The run was originally planned for

three years but was extended because of

demand.

“This isn’t like the old days,” John said

of the new show. “It’s going to be certainly

different from anything you've seen from
me before, as was ‘The Red Piano,” his
previous show at Caesars.

“The Red Piano” included risque im-
agery — with high-tech videos and large,
inflatable props — plus the hits John has
become known for during a career that’s
spanned more than 40 years.

Jason Gastwirth, senior vice president

of entertainment for casino owner Caesars

Entertainment Corp., believes John’s run
could be extended again.

“I think it’s very possible, both on du-
ration and number of shows,” Gastwirth
said. “There’s been such a large appetite

by his fans to come see the show.”

John is one of music’s most decorated
stars, known for songs including “Candle
in the Wind,” “Rocket Man” and “Bennie
and the Jets.” He was knighted by Queen
Elizabeth Il in 1998, inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in 1999 and honored
by the Kennedy Center in 2004 for his life-
time contributions to performing arts.

John won an Academy Award in 1994

for his original song, “Can You Feel the

Love Tonight,” from Disney’s “The Lion

King.”

Fame

From Page 7B

“Lovesong.” That made them
goth-rock superstars, so their
chances of being first-ballot in-
ductees look pretty good.

Arguably the biggest surprise
of last year’s class was that the
Red Hot Chili Peppers weren't in
it. The once wild and crazy punk-
funkers turned power balladeers
have had a fairly steady stream
of successful records, and
though they are seldom name-
dropped as big influences, the
L.A. band helped turn alt-rock
into mainstream rock. They are
still active, having just released
their 10th album “I'm With You”
last month. Chances are they
won'’t be waiting much longer.

The Small Faces/The Faces is
a curious case, as they were two
distinct bands with a lot of the
same members. The psychedelic,
bluesy Small Faces were prima-
rily driven by future Humble Pie
guitarist Steve Marriott, while
the group’s second act, simply
the Faces, became a launching
pad for Rod Stewart’s solo ca-
reer.

Neither version made it as big
on this side of the Atlantic as in
their native United Kingdom,
with most folks knowing the
Small Faces hit “Itchycoo Park,”
while the boozy, loose Faces had
the radio staple “Stay With Me.”

Gary Johnson

founded Heart in 1973 and suf-
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With some higher-profile names
on the nominee list (what, you
say that shouldn’t matter? Ha!),
both versions of the band will
probably be seeing their names
back on next year’s list.

As for the ladies — silky folk
songstress Nyro, badass rock
chick Joan Jett and the Black-
hearts and classic-rock sister act
Heart — the last should be a
shoo-in.

Nyro is probably better
known by the masses (who don’t
get a vote) as a songwriter, with
artists such as Three Dog Night,
the 5th Dimension and Blood,
Sweat & Tears having hits with
her songs “Eli’'s Coming,” “Stoned
Soul Picnic” and “And When I
Die.” Nyro is often listed by 1970s
artists such as Alice Cooper and
Todd Rundgren as a songwriting
influence, but Nyro, who died of
ovarian cancer in 1997, has yet to
receive a posthumous career
boost/rediscovery so she may be
on the nominee list a few more
years.

As for Jett, she and her Black-
hearts had attitude (she’s often
referred to as the original Riot
Grrl) and fist-pumping songs, in-
cluding the No. 1 hit “I Love Rock
and Roll” and “Do You Want to
Touch Me” along with her theme
song “Bad Reputation,” making
tough guitar-slinging rocker
chicks sexy. But there’s simply
no logical way she can be in-
ducted before Heart.

The Wilson sisters, singer Ann
and singer/guitarist Nancy,

N\

M

fered many sexist, condescend-
ing slings and arrows from the
rock ‘n’ roll industry boys club
(the galloping “Barracuda” is not
about a fish). They turned out
hard-rocking radio staples “Crazy
on You,” “Magic Man” and
“Straight On,” and not only sur-
vived, but also became a big
arena act through the latter half
of the 1980s with power ballads
such as “These Dreams” and
“Alone.”
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Perhaps the only true slam-
dunk inductee is Guns N’ Roses,
which from 1987 to the mid-1990s
was the biggest rock band in the
world. The breakthrough “Ap-
petite for Destruction” has sold
28 million copies worldwide and
is still one of the better hard rock
records of the past 25 years, with
“Welcome to the Jungle” a con-
stant on rock radio (and the all-
important new revenue streams:
video games, commercials and
movie placement). Its two-part,

four-album follow-up “Use Your
[llusion 1 & 2” was considerably
more sprawling but also sold
boatloads of records.

Ignoring the 15-year saga of
the band’s leaden sixth album
“Chinese Democracy” — which
still managed to go platinum —
Guns N’ Roses has certainly
earned a spot in hallowed halls
of rock.

Malcolm X Abram:
mabram@thebeaconjournal.com
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