
The Best Way To
Eat A Tomato ... 

Students finish the sen-
tence and explain their
choices. The best way to eat
a tomato is to ...

———
Mix it up in a salad.

Vincent, 1st grade 

I really like to eat toma-
toes. The best way I think to
eat a tomato is in a sand-
wich. I get my mom to lightly
toast some slices of bread,
add lettuce, then cut a large
tomato into four or five
slices and add salt. Take a
big, gigantic bite and you
have just the best sandwich
with tomatoes that you have
ever eaten. Yum! Enjoy! I just
did! 

Kiere, 3rd grade 

I like to grow the toma-
toes and pick them off the
vines. I really don’t eat toma-
toes except when I put
ketchup on my fries, hot
dogs and hamburgers. My
grammy eats them ripe, very
red and cut into squares
with sugar and salt and pep-
per. She also likes them in
salads and sandwiches. I
hear they are really good for
you. — One day I think I will
try it.

Rayne, 1st grade 

The best way to eat a
tomato is alone. I like to eat
them in tacos and burritos
too. But that is not the best
way. Tomatoes plain is yum
to my tum! 

Abigail, 4th grade 

I think the best way to eat
a tomato is to throw it out-
side for the birds and the
bunnies. I don’t like toma-
toes.

Jack, 4th grade 

Doesn’t everyone know
that the best way to eat a
tomato is on a pizza? When
my mom makes pizza, the
very first thing she does is
spread tomato sauce over
the pizza base. Then she
puts grated cheese on the
top and then pepperoni and
black olives. My mom makes
the best pizza and that in-
cludes tomatoes.

Sarah, 3rd grade 
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Warm Temps Push Crop Development In S.D.

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — Warm temperatures in South Dakota spurred
row crops to progress at a rapid rate last week.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture says in its weekly crop and
weather report that some areas of the state saw temperatures reach
into the 110s, which is uncommon for late August. Precipitation was
limited throughout the state. There were 6.8 days of fieldwork.

Topsoil moisture was rated at 67 percent very short, 24 percent
short and 9 percent adequate.

About 94 percent of corn has reached the dought stage and 80 per-
cent the dented stage. 

Cattle conditions held steady at 69 percent good to excellent range,
25 percent fair and 6 percent poor to very poor.

Counties Want Right To Ban Fireworks 
RAPID CITY — Fourteen counties in and around the Black Hills have

agreed to push for legislation that gives counties the option to ban fire-
works.

The Black Hills Association of County Commissioners passed a reso-
lution that says counties with property in the National Forest, National
Grassland or within the Black Hills Fire District should have the ability
to ban fireworks, the Rapid City Journal reported.

The proposal now moves to the South Dakota Association of County
Commissioners convention on Sept 17-19. It could then get sponsored
by a lawmaker for the next legislative session. 

Pennington County Commissioner Ron Buskerud said it will be a
challenge to get legislation approved.

“It’s got a long, long way to go before it will ever become a law,”
Buskerud said. “The fireworks (industry) has a very strong lobby and it
will be a fight if it gets to Pierre.”

All government agencies in the Black Hills region banned fireworks
on July 4 due to extreme fire danger.

Municipalities can ban the use and sale of fireworks but county gov-
ernments can only ban fireworks if the fire index reaches “extreme.” 

New Rosebud Sioux Tribe President Sworn In
ROSEBUD (AP) — The Rosebud Sioux Tribe has sworn in a new

president and several new council members. 
Cyril “Whitey” Scott was sworn in as the tribe’s new president dur-

ing a ceremony at tribal headquarters Tuesday. He beat three-term
president Rodney Bordeaux in a narrow victory last month. 

Bordeaux had been one of the longest serving presidents for the
Rosebud Sioux Tribe.

The Rosebud Sioux Tribal Council is made up of 24 elected posi-
tions. The elected positions include president, vice president, secre-
tary, treasurer and 20 district representatives. 

The president, vice president and 20 district representatives serve
three year terms. The secretary and treasurer are elected for two-year
terms.

Lightning Strike Blows Big Hole In S.D. Home 
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — Authorities say a lightning strike blew a big

hole in a Sioux Falls home.
Sioux Falls Fire Rescue says the lightning strike occurred at about

11:10 p.m. on Monday.  Four fire trucks and 16 firefighters were dis-
patched to the scene.

Authorities say firefighters found a large hole in the side of the
house caused by the lightning strike but no evidence of a fire.

No injuries were reported.

Neb. Man Accused Of DUI In Golf Cart Accident
BEATRICE, Neb. (AP) — A 50-year-old Filley man has been arrested, ac-

cused of drunken driving in a golf cart at a lake in southeast Nebraska.
Beatrice radio station KWBE reports that Bryan Hill, of Filley, was driv-

ing early Sunday morning on pavement along the northeast corner of
Rockford Lake when one of his three passengers fell off the cart and struck
his head. The man, 30-year-old Dan Whitlinger, of Beatrice, was taken to a
Lincoln hospital. He was reported in critical condition on Tuesday.

Rockford Lake is about seven miles east-southeast of Beatrice.
A phone listed for Hill is no longer in service. Online court records

don’t list the name of his attorney.

BY KRISTI EATON
Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS — A Native Amer-
ican tribe trying to buy land it
considers sacred in South
Dakota’s picturesque Black Hills is
in negotiations with the landown-
ers and has secured money for a
deposit, though no final agree-
ment has been reached, tribe offi-
cials said Tuesday.

The nearly 2,000 acres of pris-
tine prairie grass plays a key role
in the creation story of the tribes
making up the Great Sioux Nation,
and members fear that new own-
ers would develop the property.
The land, which the tribes call Pe’
Sla, is the only sacred site on pri-
vate land outside Sioux control.

The Rosebud Sioux Tribe,
whose reservation is among the
closest to the land, has allocated
an undisclosed amount of money
as an earnest deposit on the land,
though tribe spokesman Alfred
Walking Bull said Tuesday that he
couldn’t specify the amount or
where negotiations stood with the
land owners.

“Basically, Rosebud is working
out the details and the details will
be forthcoming as early as next
week,” he said.

The tribe had earlier said it
was allocating $1.3 million to the
cause, and donations to an online
fundraising effort totaled about

$300,000 by Tuesday, though
tribal officials fear that the land
could sell for between $6 million
and $10 million.

The landowners, Leonard and
Margaret Reynolds, declined com-
ment Tuesday. An auction to sell
that land had been scheduled for
Aug. 25, but the couple cancelled
it a few days before without com-
menting. Walking Bull said both
sides have been working through
a third party to handle negotia-
tions.

Despite the hushed negotia-
tions, tribe supporters praised the
news of the progress.

“We are very pleased we’ve
reached this positive milestone,”
said Chase Iron Eyes, a member of
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
who led the online fundraising ef-
fort. He said supporters will hold
a celebration rally Wednesday in
Rapid City.

The tribes believe the Sioux
people were created from the
Black Hills. According to part of
their spiritual tradition, Pe’ Sla is
where the Morning Star fell to
Earth, killing seven beings that
killed seven women. The Morning
Star placed the souls of the
women into the night sky as “The
Seven Sisters,” also known as the
Pleiades constellation.

Tribal members hold cere-
monies and rituals on the land. 

BY DIRK LAMMERS 
Associated Press 

SIOUX FALLS — A woman whose 9-year-
old daughter was kidnapped, raped and
slashed to death in South Dakota 22 years
ago says she’s raised enough money to at-
tend the convicted killer’s execution. 

Tina Curl, who moved to Lake Luzerne,
N.Y., shortly after Becky O’Connell’s death in
May 1990, appealed for help last month be-
cause she couldn’t afford the 1,400-mile road
trip to South Dakota for Donald Moeller’s
execution. 

Curl said publicity about her predicament
brought in more than the needed $4,000, with
donations from as far away as Chicago and
Alaska. She said it also spawned a slew of
negative comments online telling Curl to let it
go and that she needs help. 

“Everybody wants to put me down be-

cause I want to be there to see the execu-
tion,” Curl said. “Unless you’ve walked in my
shoes, don’t judge me. Don’t tell me what you
would do if it happened to you. You don’t
know until it happens to you.” 

A neighbor helped Curl set up an online
PayPal account and open a fund at a local
credit union. Curl estimated it would take
about $4,000 to cover gas, hotels, meals and
other travel costs. Any donations over the
amount spent on the trip will help cover un-
paid bills from O’Connell’s funeral, she said. 

Authorities say Moeller kidnapped O’Con-
nell from a Sioux Falls convenience store,
drove her to a secluded area near the Big
Sioux River, then raped and killed her. Her
naked body was found the next day. She had
been stabbed and her throat was slashed. 

Moeller, 60, initially was convicted in 1992,
but the state Supreme Court overturned it,
ruling that improper evidence was used at

trial. He was again convicted and sentenced
to die in 1997. 

The state Supreme Court affirmed the sen-
tence, and Moeller has lost appeals on both
the state and federal levels. 

In July, a South Dakota circuit court judge
set the execution for between Oct. 28 and
Nov. 3, with the exact date and time up to
prison officials. Moeller said through his at-
torney that he accepts the execution as the
consequences of his actions. 

Curl has said she doesn’t believe Moeller’s
execution will help bring her closure, but she
said she needs to be there. 

Curl, who has battled alcoholism and suf-
fered a heart attack and quadruple bypass in
May 2003, is on disability. Her husband, Dave
Curl, who is not Becky’s father, has been out
of work for about a year. 

They plan to leave New York by car on
Oct. 25. 

Mom Of Slain Girl To Attend Killer’s Execution 

Tribe Secures Money In
Effort To Buy S.D. Land

BY DAVID PITT
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — The
U.S. corn harvest is ahead of
schedule, with some states
nearly half-finished at a time
when they usually are just get-
ting started, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture reported Tuesday.

The USDA’s weekly crop up-
date recorded little change in
the condition of drought-dam-
aged corn and soybeans despite
recent rain. 

Bruce Johnson, an agricul-
tural economics professor at the
University of Nebraska, said the
rain from what was once Hurri-
cane Isaac came too late for this
year’s corn and soybeans, but it
will help replenish soil moisture
— a step toward easing the
drought in the Midwest.

Corn was planted several
weeks earlier this year because
of a warm spring, and Johnson
said the harvest is moving
quickly because the crop ma-
tured faster than usual in this
summer’s heat. Also, he said,
farmers in some parts of the
corn belt feared Isaac’s winds
would knock down weakened
cornstalks and rushed to har-
vest what they could before the
storm made it to their area.

Many others are simply eager
to get this year behind them.

“Everybody has the same
idea, let’s just knock this out
and get on with life,” Johnson
said.

The USDA said Tennessee
has 49 percent of its corn in,
compared to the usual 21 per-
cent. Missouri is at 44 percent,
ahead of the average 8 percent.

Nebraska is at 7 percent, and
Iowa, the nation’s leading corn
producer, is at 5 percent. Typi-
cally those farmers haven’t
begun yet.

In Nebraska, farmers have
been advised to keep a close
watch on their equipment dur-
ing the harvest because it’s so
dry the machinery could spark
fires.

The drought damaged pas-
tures as well as crops. The USDA
said pastures in more than 95
percent of Nebraska, a big
ranching state, are in poor or
very poor condition. Ranchers
are buying supplemental feed,
and some farmers are chopping
corn to feed their animals. Some
have sold off cows as feed sup-
plies dwindle and costs in-
crease.

Iowa farmers face similar cir-
cumstances. Some farmers har-
vesting corn for grain are going
back through the fields and bal-
ing the stalks for livestock feed.

Eighty percent of Iowa’s pas-
ture and range land is rated
poor or very poor.

Corn Harvest Continues
Ahead Of Schedule


