
Safety Tips 
What are three safety tips

for kids to remember?
———

You should go into the
basement when there is a
tornado. Get out of the
swimming pool when there
is a storm. It’s not safe to be
outside during a storm.

Cameron, 1st grade 

Here are three safety tips
every kid should remember. 

1. Never talk to
strangers. A lot of young
kids seem to forget the
phrase ‘stranger danger.’ It
is very important to avoid
telling strangers important
information without your
parent’s permission. 

2. Look both ways before
crossing the street. This
could save your life. People
who are driving aren’t
watching for you. So you
have to watch for them. 

3. Call 9-1-1 in an emer-
gency. If you’re in trouble or
there is an emergency, you
need to know how to call 9-
1-1. If you’re home alone,
you need to have a phone. 

Kamden, 6th grade

1. Make sure to teach
young children their full
name, phone number and
address. 

2. When parents are not
home, do not answer the
door or phone, but parents
should always leave impor-
tant numbers on a note pad
in case of an emergency. 

3. When on the internet,
only go to sites that are use-
ful for homework (make
sure parents have checked
them out). If for any reason
you see or think something
is not right for you, please
tell a parent. 

Rayne, 1st grade

1. Do not hold anything
metal outside during thun-
der storms. 

2. If you are locked out of
your house when a tornado
comes, take cover in a
ditch. 

3. ALWAYS! If a man asks
you to help him find his
dog, RUN HOME! 

Meleanna, 3rd grade
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James River Water Development Seat Vacant

ABERDEEN (AP) — An Aberdeen man’s seat on the James River
Water Development District has been declared vacant.

Larry Lovrien has represented District 2 on the district’s board of
directors, but he cannot run for re-election because new district
boundaries drawn after the 2010 census put his home in District 1.

The current director in District 1 is Randy Grismer, and his seat is
not up for re-election this year.

Lovrien tells the Aberdeen American News he would not run
against Grismer anyway because Grismer is doing a good job.

In the meantime, Lovrien is running for state’s attorney in Brown
County.

UNMC Chancellor Stepping Down For New Job
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — University of Nebraska Medical Center Chan-

cellor Harold Maurer is stepping down to take a new job with the uni-
versity and focus on fundraising for a proposed cancer research
center in Omaha.

The university announced Tuesday that Maurer will move to his
new role on July 1. Maurer will become a professor in the UNMC De-
partment of Pediatrics and chancellor emeritus. He has served as
chancellor since 1998.

Maurer will devote much of his time to his new position working
with the University of Nebraska Foundation to raise money for a new
Cancer Center Campus. The $370 million project will include space for
cancer research and care, and a new multi-disciplinary outpatient
facility.

Witnesses: Semi In Fatal Crash Didn’t Slow
SIDNEY, Neb. (AP) — The truck driver charged with manslaughter

in the western Nebraska crashes that killed five people told investiga-
tors he never heard the warnings about stopped traffic because his
CB radio wasn’t on. 

Witnesses told investigators Josef Slezak’s semitrailer truck didn’t
appear to slow down Sunday before it collided with a Ford Mustang
that stopped because of an earlier wreck. 

The 36-year-old Slezak from River Grove, Ill., was charged Monday.
His attorney did not immediately respond to a message Tuesday.

The Mustang’s driver and an adult and two juveniles in a nearby
Toyota Corolla all died. Authorities haven’t identified those victims.

Crazy Horse Dedicates 9/ 11 Monument
CRAZY HORSE MEMORIAL (AP) — A steel fragment from the de-

stroyed World Trade Center in New York City is part of a new monu-
ment at the Crazy Horse Memorial in South Dakota dedicated to the
victims of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

About 100 people attended a ceremony Tuesday on the 11th an-
niversary of the attacks to dedicate the monument that also includes
two stone pillars.

The memorial also honors the efforts of emergency responders
after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the World Trade Center, the Penta-
gon and United Airlines Flight 93.

Panel Delays Recommendation On Texting Ban
HURON (AP) — A Huron public safety panel has delayed making

any recommendation on a proposal to ban driving while texting in the
eastern South Dakota city.

KOKK Radio reports that the Huron Public Safety Committee will
not make a recommendation until it can review data from states that
have passed bans on texting while driving.

Huron Police Chief Gary Will Jr. says the proposed ban is based on
the wording of a texting ban passed last week by the Sioux Falls City
Council. The Sioux Falls ban on sending and receiving electronic mes-
sages within city limits is prompting other South Dakota cities to con-
sider similar measures.

Beadle County Sheriff Doug Solem says a ban could mean officers
spend more time in court if drivers who get tickets deny they were
texting.

BY CHET BROKAW
Associated Press

PIERRE — The South Dakota Supreme
Court will hear arguments Oct. 1 in the appeal
of a man sentenced to death for murdering a
State Penitentiary guard during a failed escape
attempt.

The high court has scheduled arguments in
the case of Rodney Scott Berget, 50, at the
Jeschke Fine Arts Center at the University of
Sioux Falls.

Berget pleaded guilty to killing Ronald “R.J”
Johnson on April 12, 2011 — Johnson’s 63rd
birthday — and Circuit Judge Bradley Zell of
Sioux Falls sentenced Berget to death. Eric
Robert, 50, also pleaded guilty in Johnson’s
death, was sentenced to death and is sched-
uled to be executed the week of Oct. 14.

Berget’s appeal does not challenge his con-
viction, but asks the state’s highest court to
order that his sentence either be changed to
life in prison or that he get a new sentencing
hearing because of errors made by Zell in the
original one.

The state’s written brief has not yet been
filed with the Supreme Court, but Attorney
General Marty Jackley said Monday the state
will argue that Berget’s death sentence is con-
stitutional and not excessive when compared
with similar cases, and that the judge consid-
ered evidence properly in Berget’s sentencing
hearing.

“The state proved beyond a reasonable

doubt the existence of at least one aggravating
factor,” Jackley told the Associated Press.

South Dakota law says the death penalty
cannot be imposed without the existence of at
least one from a list of 10 aggravating circum-
stances. Zell found two aggravating circum-
stances in Berget’s case, ruling that he killed a
correctional officer and the murder was com-
mitted by an inmate.

Johnson was working alone the morning of
his death in a part of the prison known as
Pheasantland Industries, where inmates work
on upholstery, signs, custom furniture and
other projects. Prosecutors said that after
Robert and Berget bashed Johnson’s head
with a pipe and covered his mouth with plastic
wrap, Robert put on the guard’s uniform and
carted a large box toward the prison gate with
Berget inside. Both inmates were apprehended
before leaving the grounds.

Robert asked to be put to death, and the
Supreme Court last month upheld his sen-
tence after a mandatory review.

Berget told Zell he deserved to be sen-
tenced to death, but did not ask to be
executed.

“I’m guilty of taking Ronald Johnson’s life. I
knew what I was doing that day and I contin-
ued to do it. I destroyed a family. I took away a
father, a husband, a grandpa,” Berget told the
judge, according to court records.

However, Berget decided to appeal his sen-
tence. In his appeal, Berget argues he should
be sentenced to life in prison because his
death penalty is excessive when compared
with penalties imposed in similar cases. John-
son’s murder was not as brutal as in some
other cases, no gun was used and the killing
was accomplished quickly, the appeal
contends.

It also says that if the Supreme Court does
not order that Berget’s sentence be changed
to life in prison, it should send the case back
to circuit court for a new sentencing hearing
because Zell improperly considered evidence
not in the court record, Berget’s prior criminal
record and inadmissible statements by John-
son’s relatives.

Zell also presided in Robert’s case, and
Berget’s appeal contends the judge was heav-
ily influenced by his decision in Robert’s case.
That violated Berget’s rights to be judged only
by the facts in his case, his lawyer argued.

Jackley countered that Berget got an indi-
vidualized hearing because the judge heard
different witnesses and considered different
evidence in the two cases.

Court Schedules Arguments For Oct. 1
In Rodney Berget Murder Appeal

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A Lin-
coln councilman says residents
who violate the city’s summer
water restrictions shouldn’t face
a misdemeanor charge.

City Council Chairman Adam
Hornung says he plans to intro-
duce an ordinance that would
change the charge from a crimi-
nal misdemeanor to a civil infrac-
tion. So far, 384 people have been
ticketed for violating the water-
ing restrictions, which the city
put in place Aug. 9 because of
the severe drought and low
water tables, according to the
Lincoln Journal Star.

Residents who water their
lawns on the wrong day face a
maximum $500 fine and up to six
months in jail if convicted, plus a
mark on their criminal record.

Sixty people have pleaded

guilty so far and received a lesser
punishment. They’ve paid $148
in fines and court costs, said
Public Safety Director Tom
Casady.

Some licensed workers such
as teachers and nurses are re-
quired to report misdemeanor of-
fenses, and job hunters are
worried that it could hurt their
odds of finding work.

Hornung said he wants the
council to approve the change
quickly to allow those who
haven’t been convicted pay the
fine but have the lesser offense
on their records. He hopes it can
be changed in the next two
weeks, but that would require
the council to skip the usual
process that takes from three to
five weeks to get a law changed. 

Hornung said after Monday’s

council meeting that he thinks he
has the votes for the change.

Casady pointed out that in-
fractions still show up on a crimi-
nal background check from the
Lincoln Police Department, but
Hornung said there’s a big differ-
ence in most people’s eyes be-
tween a misdemeanor and an
infraction.

“Many employers require you
to list misdemeanors or felonies,
but not infractions,” Hornung
said.

City Attorney Rod Confer said
there are steps that could erase a
misdemeanor from their records. 

The mayor can pardon an or-
dinance violation, although
Mayor Chris Beutler’s office has
not said whether that will hap-
pen. A judge also can set aside or
vacate a conviction if the person

paid the fines and is not likely to
reoffend.

One person already did that
Monday, Confer said. But he said
that couldn’t happen if the of-
fense was an infraction.

Beutler’s aide, Rick Hoppe,
asked the council to wait to make
any changes and to discuss the
issue this fall and winter.

Hornung asked why the
charge was a misdemeanor in the
first place. The ordinance was
put on the books in 1984, but
there wasn’t discussion with the
council before the city started is-
suing tickets in August, he said.

“Don’t downplay the impor-
tance of the violation,” Hoppe
said during the discussion. “We
were dangerously low on water.”

Councilman Opposes Water Misdemeanor

“I’m guilty of taking Ronald
Johnson’s life. I knew what I
was doing that day and I contin-
ued to do it. I destroyed a family.
I took away a father, a husband,
a grandpa.”

RODNEY SCOTT BERGET


