
 APPLIANCE
 920 Broadway, Yankton

 665-9461

 CLEANING
 FloorTec
 Professional Cleaning & Restoration
 605-665-4839

 665-5700
 1-800-529-2450

 •Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
 •Duct Cleaning
 •Fire/Smoke •Water Restoration
 •Mold Testing & Remediation

 HEATING  
 &  COOLING
 920 Broadway, Yankton

 665-9461

 HEATING & COOLING

 Justras Body Sho p
 2806 Fox Run Parkway
 Yankton, 665-3929

 Riverside Auto Body
 www.riversideautobody-gonegreen.com
 402-667-3285

 AUTO BODY REPAIR

 First Dakota 
 National Ban k
 225 Cedar St., 665-7432
 2105 Broadway, 665-4999

 Services Center 
 Federal Credit Unio n
 609 W. 21st, Yankton, SD

 BANKING

 Boston Shoes To Boot s
 312 West 3rd, Yankton, SD
 605-665-9092

 ARCH SUPPORT

 Brightway Electric, LLC
 Serving SD & NE – Licensed & Insured
 760-3505 • 661-9594

 Johnson Electric, LLP
 Commercial • Residential • Trenching
 605-665-5686

 ELECTRICAL

 Yankton Paint & Decorating
 406 Broadway • 665-5032

 “Since 1964 ”
 •Carpet • Vinyl • Wood 

 • Ceramic & Laminate Flooring
 •Window & Wall Treatment s

 Benjamin Moore and Pratt & Lambert Paint

 DECORATING

 Ankeny 
 Construction

 •Flatwork
 •Residential & Commercial

 Kevin Ankeny
 605-661-9351 • 605-665-1088

 CONCRETE

 W intz &   R a y
 F UNERAL   H OM E
 and Cremation Service, Inc .

  Yankton • 605-665-364 4
 Garden of Memories Cemeter y

 W int z
 F UNERAL   H OME
 Hartington, Coleridge & Crofto n

 402-254-654 7
 wintzrayfuneralhome.co m

 Trusted For Generations

 FUNERAL & CREMATION

 Lewis and Clark 
 Family Medicine, PC
 1101 Broadway, Morgan Square
 Yankton, SD • (605)260-2100

 MEDICAL CLINIC

 Canine Grooming 
 Center, L.L.C .
 718 Douglas, Yankton, 665-8885

 PETS

 Advertise 
 Here! 
 Call The 

 Advertising 
 Dept. For More 
 Info 665-7811!

 APPLIANCE SALES/
 SERVICE

 INTERNET

 Your Gateway 
 To Yankton’s 

 Virtual Community

 319 Walnut, Yankton
 605-665-7811 • 1-800-743-2968 

 www.yankton.net

 P RESS &
 D AKOTAN

 Yankton Monument Co.
 325 Douglas, Yankton
 605-664-0980

 FAMILY 
 MEMORIALS

 Also online 
 at www.yankton.net

 Kaiser Heating & Cooling
 kaiserheatingandcooling.com
 665-2895

 HEATING & COOLING
 L&S Electric
 Harry Lane, Contractor
 665-6612 • 661-1040

 ELECTRICAL

 Busi ness AD-vantage
 Where You Find Business & Professional EXPERTS!

 A  N E W  B R E E D  O F  Y E L L O W  P A G E S

 Also online at www.yankton.net  Also online at www.yankton.net

 Also online 
 at 

 www.yankton.net

 FREE BIBLE 
 CORRESPONDENCE 
 COURSE
 PO Box 242, Yankton •  665-6379

 WORLD BIBLE 
 SCHOOL
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Romney Says Obama Sending ‘Mixed Signals’

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) — Republican presidential candidate Mitt
Romney accused President Barack Obama’s administration of standing
in apology for American values when it should have been voicing out-
rage, as he looked for political advantage in the deadly protests that
caused a breach of the U.S. Embassy in Egypt and left four Americans
dead in Libya.

The GOP nominee offered no regret for criticizing the president in
the midst of an unfolding international crisis.

“It’s never too early to condemn attacks on Americans and to de-
fend our values,” Romney said in a hastily called news conference at a
campaign office in a Jacksonville strip mall.

Romney condemned the violent protests and expressed condo-
lences to the families of those slain in Libya, including the U.S. ambas-
sador there. He said that instead of speaking out forcefully against the
initial Egyptian breach, the U.S. Embassy in Cairo had seemed to sym-
pathize with the attacks by issuing a statement that he called “akin to
an apology.”

In fact, the embassy statement Romney referenced had been issued
before protesters reached the embassy, as tensions were rising over an
amateur film made in the United States that ridiculed Islam’s Prophet
Muhammed. When it became clear that there would be a demonstra-
tion outside the embassy, officials there issued a statement condemn-
ing “continuing efforts by misguided individuals to hurt the religious
feelings of Muslims.”

U.S. Accuses China Of Bullying Its Neighbors
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. lawmakers Wednesday accused China of

bullying its neighbors to press territorial claims in the South China Sea
but also raised questions about America’s capacity to police the
region.

Three congressional panels this week are scrutinizing what they
consider to be the security threat posed by China and its human rights
record.

With the presidential election two months away, Republican nomi-
nee Mitt Romney has accused President Barack Obama of being soft
on China, particularly on trade issues, as he has tried to cultivate ties
with the emerging superpower. But criticism dished out by members
of the House Foreign Relations Committee on Wednesday was directed
squarely at Beijing.

The committee’s Republican chairwoman, Florida Rep. Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, said China was a “schoolyard bully towards its maritime
neighbors” that aspired to be the dominant power in Asia, controlling
vital sea lanes that could be used to choke off commerce and oil ship-
ments. She said the U.S. would stand by its allies, the Philippines and
Japan.

“Other global crises must not distract from our vital national inter-
ests in the South China Sea and the western Pacific,” she told a hearing
addressing the issue

Chicago Teachers’ Strike Grinds Into Third Day
CHICAGO (AP) — The public exchanges between striking Chicago

teachers and the school district grew more personal Wednesday as ne-
gotiators returned to the bargaining table on the walkout’s third day.

A top district negotiator, Barbara Byrd-Bennett, criticized teachers
union President Karen Lewis for using the word “silly” when describing
the negotiations to a crowd of adoring teachers a day earlier.

“It is not silly that we spent over 10 hours yesterday attempting to
bridge the gap,” Byrd-Bennett said just before the talks resumed. “We
take these negotiations incredibly serious.”

The strike has canceled classes for more than 350,000 students.

Feds Expected Third Bond-Buying Program
WASHINGTON (AP) — If the world’s investors are right, the Federal

Reserve is about to take a bold new step to try to invigorate the U.S.
economy.

And many expect the Fed to unleash its most potent weapon: a
third round of bond purchases meant to ease long-term interest rates
and spur borrowing and spending. It’s called “quantitative easing,” or
QE.

Others foresee a more measured response when the Fed ends a
two-day policy meeting Thursday. They think it will extend its
timetable for any rise in record-low short-term rates beyond the cur-
rent target of late 2014 at the earliest.

Fed officials began their discussions Wednesday and will end with
an announcement of any decision around 12:30 p.m. Eastern time.
Later, Chairman Ben Bernanke will hold his quarterly news conference.

BY MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Obama administration, roiled by
the first killing of a U.S. ambassa-
dor in more than 30 years, is inves-
tigating whether the assault on the
U.S. Consulate in Libya was a
planned terrorist strike to mark
the anniversary of the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks and not a sponta-
neous mob enraged over an anti-
Islam YouTube video.

President Barack Obama de-
clared in a White House appear-
ance that the U.S. would “work
with the Libyan government to
bring to justice” those who killed
Ambassador Chris Stevens and
three other Americans. The attack
on the Benghazi consulate was “a
planned, coordinated, well-exe-
cuted military style event,” House
Intelligence Committee Chairman
Mike Rogers said.

In a show of force, the Pentagon
moved two warships to the Libyan
coast. Officials said one destroyer,
the USS Laboon, moved to a posi-
tion off the coast Wednesday, and
the destroyer USS McFaul was en
route and should be stationed off
the coast within days, increasing
the number of Navy destroyers in
the Mediterranean from four to
five. 

The officials said the ships,
which carry Tomahawk cruise mis-
siles, do not have a specific mis-
sion. But they give commanders
flexibility to respond to any mis-
sion ordered by the president.

At the same time, some 50 U.S.
Marines headed to Libya to rein-
force security at U.S. diplomatic fa-
cilities, initially at the American
embassy in Tripoli, not Benghazi.

The officials spoke on condition
of anonymity because they were
not authorized to publicly discuss
troop movements.

White House press secretary
Jay Carney said it was too early to
judge whether the Benghazi attack
was planned.

“I know that this is being inves-
tigated, and we’re working with the
Libyan government to investigate
the incident. I would not want to
speculate on that at this time,” he
said. Several Libyan security
guards also were killed.

Rogers, R-Mich., said U.S. intelli-
gence had not yet determined who
was responsible, but added, “Our
list is narrowing.”

“When you see (such an at-
tack), it wasn’t some folks who had
some guns in their garage and said
let’s shoot up the consulate,”
Rogers said in an interview.

The FBI was sending evidence
teams to Libya, said a law enforce-
ment official.

Analysts are working on several
different scenarios based on intelli-
gence that could lead to a motive
for the attack. Some concern the
possibility of targeting high-rank-
ing officials, according to a law en-
forcement official briefed on the
investigation. But none of the intel-
ligence has suggested terrorists
would specifically target Stevens,
said the official who also spoke on
condition of anonymity because he
was not authorized to speak pub-
licly about the investigation.

The attack in Libya, which
came hours after a mob stormed
the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and tore
down the U.S. flag, was presumed
to have been triggered by a movie,
whose trailer has gone viral on
YouTube, depicting the Islamic
prophet Muhammad in disrespect-
ful ways. In an extraordinary move,
Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chair-

man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
called anti-Islamic preacher Terry
Jones and asked him to stop pro-
moting the film. A spokeswoman
said the church would not show
the film Wednesday evening.

“Make no mistake. Justice will
be done,” a somber Obama
pledged at the White House, Secre-
tary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton at his side.

He ordered increased security
at U.S. diplomatic missions over-
seas, particularly in Libya, and
said he condemned “in the
strongest possible terms the outra-
geous and shocking” attack. Clin-
ton said she was particularly
appalled that the attack took place
in Benghazi, which the U.S. had
helped liberate from dictator
Moammar Gadhafi during the Arab
Spring revolution in Libya last year.

Three Americans were
wounded, U.S. officials said.

The aftermath of the two at-
tacks also stirred the U.S. presiden-
tial campaign, where until
Wednesday, foreign policy had
taken a back seat to the struggling
economy.

The Republican nominee, Mitt
Romney, criticized the administra-
tion for statements issued before
and after the Cairo attacks that ex-
pressed sympathy for those in-
sulted by the video. But he in turn
was criticized for turning a tragedy
too quickly into political fodder,
and getting key details wrong. And
his account didn’t mesh com-
pletely with events in Cairo.

The embassy statement that he
referred to as akin to an apology
was issued at midday on Tuesday
in Cairo at a time the embassy staff
was aware of still-peaceful demon-
strations in the area nearby. It was
four or five hours later when the
mob breached the compound’s
walls and tried to burn a U.S. flag.

Obama told CBS’ “60 Minutes”
that Romney “seems to have a ten-
dency to shoot first and aim later.”

Obama and Clinton made a rare
joint visit to the State Department,
where grieving colleagues of
Stevens and the other three Ameri-
cans killed in Benghazi gathered in
a courtyard. The president also or-
dered U.S. flags to be flown at half-
staff at government and military
buildings and vessels around the
world until sunset on Sept. 16.
Flags had already been lowered in
many places to commemorate the
victims of the 9/11 attacks.

Clinton denounced those who
might kill over an insulting movie.

“There is no justification for
this,” Clinton said. “None.
Violence like this is no way to

honor religion or faith and as long
as there are those who would take
innocent life in the name of God,
the world will never know a true
and lasting peace.”

Underscoring the administra-
tion’s frustration, Clinton won-
dered aloud about the attack in
Benghazi, which Gadhafi had once
threatened to destroy.

“This is not easy,” she said.
“Today, many Americans are ask-
ing, indeed I asked myself, how
could this happen? How could this
happen in a country we helped lib-
erate, in a city we helped save
from destruction? This question re-
flects just how complicated and, at
times, just how confounding, the
world can be.”

“But we must be clear-eyed in
our grief,” she said, saying the at-
tack was carried out by a “small
and savage group” not representa-
tive of the Libyan people. She
noted that Libyan security guards
had tried to fight off the attackers,
had carried Stevens’ body to the
hospital and led other consulate
employees to safety.

Stevens, a 52-year-old career
diplomat, was killed after he be-
came separated from other Ameri-
can officials during the consulate
attack. It’s unclear when he died:
He was taken by Libyans to a hos-
pital, and his remains were deliv-
ered hours later to U.S. officials at
the Benghazi airport.

Stevens is the first U.S. ambas-
sador to be killed in an attack
since 1979, when Ambassador
Adolph Dubs was killed in
Afghanistan.

Three other Americans were
also killed and the State Depart-
ment identified one of them as
Sean Smith, an Air Force veteran
who had worked as an information
management officer for 10 years in
posts such as Brussels, Baghdad
and Pretoria. Smith was also well-
known in the video game
community.

The identities of the others
were being withheld pending noti-
fication of relatives.

“The mission that drew Chris
and Sean and their colleagues to
Libya is both noble and neces-
sary, and we and the people of
Libya honor their memory by car-
rying it forward,” Clinton said.

Stevens spoke Arabic and
French and had already served
two tours in Libya, including run-
ning the office in Benghazi during
the revolt against Gadhafi. He was
confirmed as ambassador to
Libya by the Senate earlier this
year.

U.S. Investigates: Were Attacks On
Consulate Coordinated To Mark 9/11?

U.S. Poverty Rate Unchanged; Record Numbers Persist
BY HOPE YEN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The nation’s poverty
rate remained stuck at a record level last
year, while household income dropped and
the number of people who don’t have
health insurance declined.

A Census Bureau report released
Wednesday provided a mixed picture of
the economic well-being of U.S. households
for 2011 as the nation enters the final
phase of a presidential election campaign
in which the economy is the No. 1 issue.

The overall poverty rate stood at 15
percent, statistically unchanged from the
15.1 percent rate in the previous year. Ex-
perts had expected a rise in the poverty
rate for the fourth straight year, but unem-
ployment benefits and modest job gains
helped stave that off, the bureau reported.
For last year, the official poverty line was
an annual income of $23,021 for a family of
four.

While unemployment eased slightly
from 2010 to 2011, the gap between rich
and poor increased. The median, or mid-
point, household income was $50,054, 1.5
percent lower than 2010 and a second
straight annual decline.

In a blog post, the White House said the

latest figures show that government poli-
cies can help the poor, middle class and
uninsured, while more work remains to be
done.

“While we have made progress digging
our way out of the worst economic crisis
since the Great Depression, too many fami-
lies are still struggling and Congress must
act on the policies President Obama has
put forward to strengthen the middle class
and those trying to get into it,” the White
House post said.

At a fundraising event in Jacksonville,
Fla., Obama’s GOP rival for the White
House, Mitt Romney, said the president “is
the candidate that’s pushed the middle
class into poverty. We’re the party of those
who want a brighter, prosperous future for
themselves and for their kids. We’re not
the party of the rich. We’re the party of the
people who want to get rich.”

By total numbers, roughly 46.2 million
people remained below the poverty line
last year, unchanged from 2010. That figure
was the highest in the more than half a
century that records have been kept. The
15 percent poverty rate was about the
same as it was in 1993 and was the highest
since 1983.

Broken down by state, New Mexico had
the highest share of poor people, at 22.2

percent, according to rough calculations
by the Census Bureau. It was followed by
Louisiana, the District of Columbia, South
Carolina, Arkansas and Georgia. On the
other end of the scale, New Hampshire had
the lowest, at 7.6 percent.

Bruce D. Meyer, an economist at the
University of Chicago, said it was disap-
pointing that poverty levels did not im-
prove. He described it as a sign of lingering
problems in the labor market, even with re-
cent declines in the unemployment rate.
“The drop in the unemployment rate has
been due in significant part to workers
leaving the labor force, because they are
discouraged, back in school, taking care of
family or other reasons,” he said.

Some economists were just relieved
that the poverty level wasn’t higher in the
struggling economy.

“This is good news and a surprise,” said
Sheldon Danziger, a University of Michigan
economist who closely tracks poverty. He
pointed to a continuing boost from new un-
employment benefits passed in 2009 that
gave workers up to 99 weeks of payments
after layoffs and didn’t run out for many
people until late 2011. Also, job gains in the
private sector helped     offset cuts in state
and local government workers.

“It would indicate the stimulus was

even more effective than believed,” he
said.

The official poverty level is based on a
government calculation that includes only
income before tax deductions. It excludes
capital gains or accumulated wealth, such
as home ownership.

As a result, the official poverty rate
takes into account the effects of some stim-
ulus programs passed in 2009, such as un-
employment benefits, as well as jobs that
were created or saved by government
spending. It does not factor in noncash
government aid such as tax credits and
food stamps.

David Johnson, the chief of the Census
Bureau’s household economics division,
attributed the better-than-expected
poverty numbers to increases in full-time
workers over the last year. He also esti-
mated that expanded unemployment bene-
fits helped keep 2.3 million people out of
poverty, while Social Security lifted
roughly 14.5 million seniors above the
poverty line. Without the Social Security
cash payments, the number of people ages
65 and older living in poverty would have
increased five-fold.

If non-cash government aid were
counted in the official formula, the earned
income tax credit would have lifted an-

other 5.7 million people above the poverty
threshold, while food stamps would have
boosted 3.9 million people.

On the other hand, those at the top saw
more growth in their incomes. Johnson
said top 1 percent of wage earners had a 6
percent increase in income in the last year,
while earners in the bottom 80 percent of
the income distribution mostly lost
ground. The top 5 percent posted a 5.3 per-
cent in income, indicating a widening in the
gap between rich and poor.

The share of Americans without health
coverage fell from 16.3 percent to 15.7 per-
cent, or 48.6 million people. It was the
biggest decline in the number of uninsured
since 1999, helped in part by increased
coverage for young adults under the new
health care law that allows them to be cov-
ered under their parents’ health insurance
until age 26.

The number of people covered by em-
ployment-based health plans also edged up
from 169.4 million to 170.1 million, the first
time in 10 years that the rate of private in-
surance coverage did not fall. Meanwhile,
government health insurance including
Medicaid, Medicare and the Children’s
Health Insurance Program increased for
the fifth consecutive year, adding coverage
to more than three million people.


