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wildlife-related tourism, and it
shows an encouraging increase in
personal investment of citizens in
the future of wildlife and wild
places.”

Overall, the 2011 survey found
38 percent of all Americans 16
years of age and older partici-
pated in wildlife-related recreation
in 2011, which represented an in-
crease of about 2.6 million partici-
pants from the previous survey
taken in 2006.

In addition, participation in
recreational fishing increased by
about 11 percent and hunting was
up 9 percent. This increase re-
verses a trend over previous sur-
veys conducted that have shown
a 10 percent decline in hunting
participation between 1996 and
2006.

Sam Schelhaas, who is a con-
servation officer for the South
Dakota Department of Game, Fish
and Parks (GF&P) said that al-
though he was unfamiliar with the
Wildlife Service study, he thinks
that South Dakota would always
be up near the top in terms of the

number of hunters.

“A lot of that is because our
state is rural,” he said.

He added that the outdoor pro-
grams that the GF&P offer are big
draws for people to come to the
area to hunt. The department of-
fers a number of hunting and fish-
ing courses, safe hunting classes
and many other outdoor pro-
grams that often draw thousands
of people.

“Our programs have been re-
ally well received,” Schelhaas
said. “It has been a really big push
in our department to recruit new
hunters and retain the hunters we
already have, and I like to think
those efforts are paying off.”

He added that the GF&P also
started a mentor hunting program
that allows youth hunters to get
out and hunt earlier than they had
been allowed to in years prior. He
said that a big draw for residents
to hunt in South Dakota is be-
cause hunting licenses are very in-
expensive.

“Hunting has to rival the
tourism industry in South
Dakota,” Schelhaas said. “In my
opinion, hunting is a big money
maker for the state, especially the
pheasant hunting seasons.”

The youth pheasant season
kicks off during the first weekend

of October. The second weekend
is when residents are allowed to
hunt pheasants on public state
lands, and the third weekend is
the official opener for all pheasant
hunting in the state.

“The pheasant season is a big
one that brings in a lot of out-of-
state people,” Schelhaas said.

He added that there are not as
many non-residents that come
into the state for deer hunting
season because of the way the li-
censing is set up. He said that a
non-resident archery hunter can
get a hunting tag in South Dakota
for a fairly reasonable price, but
the big non-resident draw is the
pheasant hunting.

“We are improving our public
land access and also acquiring
more places for people to hunt in
the state,” Schelhaas said. “We
have more technology available
now with maps of the best places
to hunt in the area. The GF&P is
constantly trying to come up with
ways and ideas to retain the
hunters we have. However, there
is no magic answer as to how we
can do that.”

Follow Andrew Atwal on Twit-
ter at twitter.com/andrewatwal
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All the volunteers that helped
out were certified in their respec-
tive fields. Volunteers included
members of the Corps of Engi-
neers; the South Dakota Game,
Fish and Parks (GF&P); National
Field Archery Association (NFAA)
coaches and the Yankton Police
Department, among others.

“The fishing pond station re-
quires a mentor or volunteer for
every kid out there because of
the process of baiting and hook-
ing that goes on,” Cull said. “Fish-
ing has always been popular in
the three years that we've held
the camp here, but different aged
kids tend to like different things.”

Last year, the camp instituted
a new policy that now charges
more money for kids that come
alone without a parent or
guardian present.

“We made this change to en-
courage kids and families to
bring their parents or guardians
with them,” Cull said. “Nugent
uses these camps to promote the
outdoors and the camaraderie

that comes with parents and
their kids being outside to-
gether.”

Nugent holds the camps all
over the country and each of
them are non-profit events.

“The money that we might
have left over, last year we put all
of it (about $1,000) into the NFAA
scholarships that we offer here,”
Cull said.

Cull noted that there is a lot of
overhead and planning that goes
on to make the camp possible
and as enjoyable for kids it can
be. Planning for the camp typi-
cally starts at the beginning of
the year, but things really begin
to crank up about 60 days prior
to the camp date.

“The biggest issue that we
have in planning the camp is find-
ing a date that will not conflict
with too many other activities in
the area, and also finding a date
that works to try and get Ted Nu-
gent out to the camp,” Cull said.
“We also try and have the date be
pretty close to the start of hunt-
ing season, which we've been
able to do the past few years.”

He said that next year the
camp might expand in terms of
the number of registered partici-
pants allowed.
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“We have always kept this
camp local and have not really
promoted it outside of the Yank-
ton area,” he said. “Next year
we're thinking about expanding it
and advertising it in other areas
like Sioux City and Sioux Falls. If
that happens, we will likely in-
crease the number of partici-
pants allowed.”

Another big hit for campers
was all the outdoor gear and
prizes they got when the camp
ended late in the afternoon.

“Fach of the three years that
we've held the camp here, we
have had it in one of the middle
two weekends in September, and
even with changes to registration
going forward, we hope to con-
tinue on with that date,” Cull
said. “Our number one priority in
the camp is for kids’ safety, we
try and do whatever it takes to
get things done and get them
done safely.”

Follow Andrew Atwal on Twit-
ter at twitter.com/andrewatwal
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We’re grateful to our nation’s farmers for the
important role they play in supporting our
economy and our prosperity. Farmers face a
variety of challenges every day, and one of those
challenges is maintaining a safe working
environment.

Here are a few essential tips every farmer
should keep in mind for safety’s sake:

- Make sure tractors are equipped with rollover
protection and appropriate shields.

- Use equipment lights, flashers and reflectors
whenever necessary.

- Test farm equipment and machinery regularly
for proper functioning.

+ When hitching and unhitching implements,
always use proper equipment and procedures.

- Always follow confined-space rules when
entering a manure pit, grain bin or silo.

- Train employees to use equipment properly
and review safety procedures with them.

+ Learn basic first aid and CPR techniques.

- Before assigning a farm task to a child, make
sure the child is able to perform the task
safely, and always provide adult supervision.
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