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UNITED NATIONS — In his most detailed plea
to date for global action against Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said Thursday the world has until next summer at
the latest to stop Iran before it can build a nuclear
bomb.

Netanyahu flashed a diagram of a cartoon-like
bomb before the U.N. General Assembly showing
the progress Iran has made, saying it has already
completed the first stage of uranium enrichment. 

Then he pulled out a red marker and drew a
line across what he said was a threshold Iran was
approaching and which Israel could not tolerate —
the completion of the second stage and 90 percent
of the way to the uranium enrichment needed to
make an atomic bomb.

“By next spring, at most by next summer at
current enrichment rates, they will have finished
the medium enrichment and move on to the final
stage,” he said. “From there, it’s only a few
months, possibly a few weeks before they get
enough enriched uranium for the first bomb.”

Israel considers a nuclear-armed Iran to be an
existential threat, citing Iranian denials of the Holo-
caust, its calls for Israel’s destruction, its develop-
ment of missiles capable of striking the Jewish
state and its support for hostile Arab militant
groups.

On Thursday he presented his case to the
world just why a nuclear armed Iran would be a
danger to many other countries as well. Casting
the battle as one between modernity and the “me-
dieval forces of radical Islam,” Netanyahu said de-

terrence would not work against Iran as it had
with the Soviet Union.

“Deterrence worked with the Soviets, because
every time the Soviets faced a choice between
their ideology and their survival, they chose sur-
vival,” he said. But “militant jihadists behave very
differently from secular Marxists. There were no
Soviet suicide bombers. Yet Iran produces hordes
of them.” 

Netanyahu has repeatedly argued that time is
running out to stop Iran from becoming a nuclear
power and that the threat of force must be seri-
ously considered. Israeli leaders have issued a se-
ries of warnings in recent weeks suggesting that if
Iran’s uranium enrichment program continues it
may soon stage a unilateral military strike. This
week Iranian leaders suggested they may strike Is-
raeli preemptively if they felt threatened, stoking
fears of a regional war. 

President Barack Obama has vowed to prevent
Iran from becoming a nuclear power but has re-
jected Netanyahu’s demands for setting an ultima-
tum past which the U.S. would attack. His

administration has urgently sought to hold off Is-
raeli military action, which would likely result in
the U.S. being pulled into a conflict and cause re-
gion-wide mayhem on the eve of American elec-
tions. Netanyahu’s 2013 Israeli deadline could be
interpreted as a type of concession, but Israeli offi-
cials insisted action was still needed immediately
and that in his speech Netanyahu was referring to
the absolute point of no return.

Netanyahu appeared to be trying to soothe his
differences with the White House when he
thanked Obama’s stance, adding that his own
words were meant only to help achieve the com-
mon goal. 

And he thanked the U.S. and other govern-
ments that have imposed sanctions which, he
said, have hurt Iran’s economy and curbed its oil
exports but have not changed Tehran’s intentions
to develop the capacity to build  nuclear weapons. 

“I believe that faced with a clear red line, Iran
will back down. This will give more time for sanc-
tions and diplomacy to convince Iran to dismantle
its nuclear weapons program altogether,” the Is-
raeli prime minister said.  “Red lines don’t lead to
war, red lines prevent war.”

Netanyahu did not detail what should be done
if his “red line” was crossed, but the insinuation
was clear. In perhaps his final plea before Israel felt
the need to take matters into its own hands, Ne-
tanyahu pounded away at the dangers posed by
Iran. 

“To understand what the world would be like
with a nuclear-armed Iran, just imagine the world
with a nuclear-armed al-Qaida,” he said. “Nothing
could imperil the world more than a nuclear-
armed Iran.”

BY KARIN LAUB
Associated Press

BEIRUT — Cellphones in Syria
rang, buzzed and chirped Thurs-
day with an ominous text message
from the military to members of
the armed rebellion: “Game over.”

The rebels provided their own
response to the regime’s warning
to surrender and disarm by
launching new attacks to drive
government troops out of the
largest city of Aleppo.

There’s no indication that the
stalemated civil war has taken a
decisive turn in any direction, how-
ever, and the bloodshed that has
already claimed more than 30,000
lives looks likely to drag on for
many more months.

Compounding the grim outlook,
sharp disagreements between
Syria’s foreign friends and foes —
on display at the U.N. General As-
sembly this week — have pre-
vented a diplomatic solution from
taking shape.

Syrians with subscriptions to
the country’s two cellphone serv-
ice providers said they began re-
ceiving the text messages signed
by the Syrian Arab Army urging the
rebels to surrender their weapons
and warning that a countdown to
evict any foreign fighters in the
country has begun. Those with
prepaid phones did not receive a
message, according to residents in
the capital of Damascus.

The texts appeared to be a kind
of psychological warfare against
the rebels by the regime of Presi-
dent Bashar Assad. In August,

army helicopters dropped leaflets
warning rebels in Damascus to dis-
arm and seek amnesty. Govern-
ment officials were not available
for comment.

The messages are highly un-
likely to have any effect on fighters
intent on toppling Assad, and rebel
supporters shrugged off the
regime’s warning as a sign of
desperation. 

Ali, a 28-year-old member of the
rebels’ Free Syrian Army, said he
found the message comical. 

“I will never hand over my
weapon because the game is not
over yet,” he said, giving only his
first name for fear of reprisals. “It
won’t be over until Assad’s death.”

The rebels on Thursday
stepped up attacks against regime
forces in Aleppo, parts of which
they seized two months ago, al-
though they have been unable to
dislodge pro-Assad troops from
the rest of the northern city of 3
million people.

Opposition activists reported
heavy clashes in more than a
dozen areas. Government forces
shelled several districts, said Mo-
hammed Saeed, a local activist,
speaking via Skype. Mortar shells,
presumably fired by rebels, also
struck several government-held
neighborhoods, activists said.

By late Thursday, fighting was
still heavy in many areas of the
city, said Rami Abdul-Rahman of
the Britain-based Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights, an activist
group that compiles reports from
Syria. Abdul-Rahman said at least
23 people were killed in several

hours of clashes in Aleppo, but
that the toll was expected to rise.

The regime said several weeks
ago it would retake the city within
days, but it has failed to do so,
even after sending more ground
forces and unleashing near-daily
air bombardments and artillery at-
tacks on rebel-held neighborhoods. 

Rebel fighters in Damascus
staged a brazen attack Wednesday,
setting off twin explosions that en-
gulfed the Syrian army headquar-
ters in flames. 

Video on Lebanon’s Al Manar
TV on Thursday showed that
rebels briefly occupied the com-
mand center before being driven
out by government forces, demon-
strating the scale of the security
breach of the heavily guarded
capital.

At least 305 people were killed
Wednesday, the highest daily toll
so far, said the Observatory. On

Thursday, there were more than 80
dead across Syria, including the 23
killed in Aleppo, the group said.

The rate of killings has acceler-
ated, with nearly two-thirds of the
conflict’s deaths reported in the
past five months.

The rising casualties are a re-
sult of an increasingly violent war
of attrition in which neither side is
able to score a decisive blow, even
though on paper Assad’s military
seems vastly superior, both in
weapons and troop strength.

Military analysts said the army
doesn’t have enough reliable
troops to tightly control all of the
country. Thousands of soldiers
have defected to the rebels, while
the regime cannot count on many
of the remaining forces — more
than 400,000 if counting reserve
soldiers and paramilitary groups
— to fight for Assad, they say. 

BY DAVID ESPO AND KASIE HUNT
Associated Press

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — Presi-
dent Barack Obama pledged to
create many more jobs and “make
the middle class
secure again” in a
campaign-closing
appeal on Thurs-
day — more than
five weeks before
Election Day — to
voters already
casting ballots in
large numbers.

Republican Mitt
Romney, focusing
on threats beyond American
shores, accused the commander
in chief of backing dangerous cuts
in defense spending.

“The idea of cutting our mili-
tary is unthinkable and devastat-
ing. And when I become president
we will not,” declared the chal-
lenger, struggling to reverse a
slide in opinion polls.

Romney and Obama cam-
paigned a few hundred miles
apart in Virginia, 40 days before
their long race ends. They’ll be in
much closer quarters next
Wednesday in Denver — for the
first of three presidential debates
on the campaign calendar and
perhaps the challenger’s best re-
maining chance to change the tra-
jectory of the campaign.

In a race where the economy is
the dominant issue, there was a
fresh sign of national weakness as
the Commerce Department low-
ered its earlier estimate of tepid
growth last spring. Romney and
his allies seized on the news as
evidence that Obama’s policies
aren’t working.

There was good news for the
president in the form of a survey

by The Washington Post and
Kaiser Family Foundation suggest-
ing he has gained ground among
older voters after a month-long ad
war over Republican plans for
Medicare.

The pace also was quickening
in the struggle for control of the
U.S. Senate.

Prominent Republican conser-
vatives pledged financial and po-
litical support for Rep. Todd Akin
in Missouri. That complicated
Democratic Sen. Claire Mc-
Caskill’s bid for re-election. But it
also left Romney, running mate
Paul Ryan and the rest of the GOP
hierarchy in an awkward position
after they tried unsuccessfully to
push Akin off the ballot in the
wake of his controversial com-
ments about rape. 

Farther west, in Arizona, Re-
publican Rep. Jeff Flake unleashed
an ad calling Democratic rival
Richard Carmona “Barack
Obama’s rubberstamp.” It was not
meant as a compliment in a state
seemingly headed Romney’s way,
a response for sure to Democratic
claims that the Senate contest
was unexpectedly close.

In the presidential race, early
voting has already begun in Vir-
ginia as well as South Dakota,
Idaho and Vermont. It began dur-
ing the day in Wyoming as well as
in Iowa, like Virginia one of the
most highly contested states.
Early voters had formed a line a
half block long in Des Moines be-
fore the elections office opened at
8 a.m.

Campaigning in Virginia Beach,
Obama said, “It’s time for a new
economic patriotism,  an eco-
nomic patriotism rooted in the
belief that growing our economy
begins with a strong and thriving
middle class.” It was a line

straight from the two-minute tele-
vision commercial his campaign
released overnight.

He said that if re-elected he
would back policies to create a
million new manufacturing jobs,
help businesses double exports
and give tax breaks to companies
that “invest in America, not ship
jobs overseas.” He pledged to cut
oil imports in half while doubling
the fuel efficiency of cars and
trucks, make sure there are
100,000 new teachers trained in
math and science, cut the growth
of college tuition in half and ex-
pand student aid “so more Ameri-
cans can afford it.”

He also touted a “balanced

plan to reduce the deficit by $4
trillion,” but he included $1 tril-
lion in reductions that already
have taken place, and he took
credit for saving half of the funds
budgeted for the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan that no longer are
needed.

Obama also said he would “ask
the wealthy to pay a little more,”
a reference to the tax increase he
favors on incomes over $200,000
for individuals and $250,000 for
couples. It is perhaps his most
fundamental disagreement on pol-
icy with Romney, who wants to
extend expiring tax cuts at all lev-
els, including the highest.
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 Cuka–Mayer
 McKinley Mayer would like to 

 announce the engagement of her 
 parents, Nicole Cuka and Matthew 
 Mayer. Nicole is the daughter of 
 Kevin & Sharon Cuka of Tyndall, SD. 
 Matthew is the son of Larry Mayer of 
 Yankton, SD and Jim & Jolene 
 Merkwan of Tabor, SD. 
     The couple is planning a October 
 20, 2012 wedding in Tea, SD. 
   Nicole is employed at Avera 
 McKennan and Matthew is 
 employed by Simens Wind Energy.   
     The couple resides in Tea, SD.  

GOP Challenges Obama 0n Attack Explanation
WASHINGTON (AP) — Republicans lashed out at President

Barack Obama and senior administration officials over their evolv-
ing description of the deadly Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. Consulate
in Libya, a late campaign-season broadside challenging the veracity
and leadership of an incumbent on the upswing.

Desperate to reverse the apparent trajectory of the White House
race, Republicans sense a political opportunity in Obama’s reluc-
tance to utter the words “terrorist attack” as well as the varying ex-
planations emerging from the administration about the assault in
Benghazi that killed Ambassador Chris Stevens and three other
Americans.

Talk of Watergate-style scandal, stonewalling and cover-up
echoed in the GOP ranks on Thursday, from the head of the party
to members of Congress to Mitt Romney’s campaign staff. This full-
throated criticism comes five days before the first debate between
Obama and Romney, with Republicans determined to cast the pres-
ident as dishonest and ineffectual on both foreign and domestic
policy.

“Amid Middle East turmoil and six weeks before the election,
President Obama refuses to have an honest conversation with the
American people,” Reince Priebus, chairman of the Republican
Party, wrote in an article for the website Real Clear Politics. “The
country deserves honesty, not obfuscation, from our president.”

Republicans say the administration has been slow to call the as-
sault a terrorist attack and has criticized its initial insistence that
the attack was a spontaneous response to the crude anti-Islam
video that touched off demonstrations across the Middle East.

Investigators Probe Latest Possible Hoffa Site
ROSEVILLE, Mich. (AP) — Giants Stadium. A Florida swamp. Un-

derneath a backyard pool in Michigan.
There are innumerable theories about where former Teamsters

leader Jimmy Hoffa was buried years ago, but his remains have
never turned up.

The latest tip has taken investigators to a concrete driveway be-
hind a neat brick ranch-style home about four miles north of De-
troit, where a man told police he thought he saw Hoffa buried
about 35 years ago.

Soil samples will be taken Friday and sent to a forensic anthro-
pologist at Michigan State University to test for human decomposi-
tion. Results are not expected before next week.

News of the search has brought attention to the mostly working-
and middle-class suburb from both the curious and naysayers.
Slowly moving vehicles have clogged the residential street as cam-
era-wielding neighbors snapped photos for keepsakes.

Experimental Devices Dissolve In The Body
NEW YORK (AP) — As consumers we want our electronic gadg-

ets to be durable. But as patients, we might want them to dissolve
— inside our bodies.

Scientists reported Thursday that they succeeded in creating
tiny medical devices sealed in silk cocoons that did the work they
were designed for, then dissolved in the bodies of lab mice. It’s an
early step in a technology that may hold promise, not only for med-
icine, but also for disposal of electronic waste.

The new work is “a remarkable achievement” in combining ma-
terials to produce a working device, said Christopher Bettinger of
Carnegie Mellon University. He works on biodegradable electronics
but was not involved in the study.

Doctors already use implants that dispense drugs or provide
electrical stimulation, but they don’t dissolve. The new work is
aimed at making devices that do their jobs as long as needed and
then just dissolved, without need for surgical removal or risk of
long-term side effects.

In the experiment, the devices — which look like tiny computer
chips — were designed to generate heat, a potential strategy for
fighting infection after surgery by killing germs, said John Rogers of
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, an author of the
study.

L.A. Police Suspect Actor Killed 81-Year-Old
LOS ANGELES (AP) — An actor whose character died a violent

death on the TV drama “Sons of Anarchy” plunged to his death in a
driveway after apparently killing his landlady and attacking neigh-
bors near Hollywood, police said Thursday.

Johnny Lewis, who played Kip “Half-Sack” Epps in the FX show,
is the only suspect in the death of 81-year-old Catherine Davis, ac-
cording to Los Angeles police.

Authorities found them dead Wednesday morning after neigh-
bors reported a woman screaming inside the home, Cmdr. Andrew
Smith said.

The home was ransacked, glass was shattered and a dead cat
was found.

Neighbors said a man had jumped a fence and assaulted a
painter and homeowner next door.
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Romney Decries Military Cuts; Obama Talks Jobs
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President Barack Obama leaves the Oval Office of the White House on
September, 27, 2012 in Washington, D.C. The President will attend a cam-
paign event in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

Netanyahu:

Line Must Be Drawn With Iran
Israeli Prime Minister Makes Plea For Action Against Nuclear Program

“To understand what
the world would be
like with a nuclear-
armed Iran, just
imagine the world
with a nuclear-
armed al-Qaida.”
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Syrian Military’s Text To Rebels: ’Game Over’


