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ator — Requiem” and was Dennis
‘Chili’ Childress for two seasons
on TV’s “The 0.C.”

His role in “Sons of Anarchy”
came in 2008 and 2009.
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church by then, “There was a
sidewalk about twelve feet long
leading out from it and a raised
block of cement at the end of it to
accommodate people getting in
and out of their buggies.”

Her church and community
linked together. Whole families at-
tended Sunday school and
church. Epworth League for
youth met on Sunday evenings.
Ladies Aid included all women of
the community.

Youth practiced for the Christ-
mas program. “Afterwards, every
child received a paper sack filled
with an apple, hard candy and
peanuts in the shell,” she said.

When attendance dropped in
the 1930s, parishioners moved
their membership to Clark and
sold the church. “My father
bought the church for one dollar
and had it moved one mile to the
farm where [ lived with my fam-
ily,” she said in the story. “We
lived in the basement for years,
saving money to have the church
remodeled into our living quar-
ters. Gas lanterns lit the base-
ment.

After high school, Olverson at-
tended South Dakota State Uni-
versity, graduating in Home
Economics. She began her teach-
ing career at Platte, and later re-
turned to the Clark area where
she married and taught in Henry,
Logan, Doland and Clark. She
made life-long friends at these
schools.

Olverson and her husband
lived in the former church and
farmed there. Their three chil-
dren grew up in the remodeled
church. “Once finished, it served
as our home for forty-five
years...,” she said. Some of the
original wallpaper is still upstairs.

Since moving to Yankton,
Olverson has shared her poems
and stories with care center resi-
dents and staff and with many
friends by mail. An avid reader,
she also enjoys her family, visit-
ing neighbors, social activities,
and crafts. About the book
launch, she is glad for the chance
to share with a wider audience. “
This story tells what life was like
for me,” Olverson said.

According to South Dakota Hu-
manities Council sponsor, the
book is a collection of stories “by
and about South Dakotans.”
Other books in this series include
One Room Country School, Coun-
try Congregations, On the Home-
front, and Life on Farm and
Ranch. Olverson also has an
entry in the latter book.
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