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WASHINGTON — Follow-
ing disclosures about the Na-
tional Security Agency’s
massive surveillance pro-
grams, a majority of Ameri-
cans believe the U.S.
government is doing a poor
job of protecting privacy
rights, according to a new
poll by the Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Af-
fairs Research.

Close to 60 percent of
Americans oppose the NSA’s
collection of data on tele-
phone and Internet usage. A
similar majority opposes the
legal process supervised by
a secret federal court that
oversees the government’s
classified surveillance.

The American public is
still anxious about terrorism
as the 12th anniversary of
the 9/11 attacks approaches.
About 6 in 10 Americans feel
it is sometimes necessary to
sacrifice rights to confront
terrorism.

But suspicions about the
government’s promises to
protect civil liberties have
deepened since 2011. Only
53 percent now say the gov-
ernment does a good job of

ensuring freedoms, com-
pared to 60 percent two
years ago.

The shift in public atti-
tudes follows a three-month
barrage of leaks to media or-
ganizations by Edward Snow-
den, the former NSA
contractor who released se-
cret documents about the
surveillance agency’s inner
workings.

In follow-up interviews
after the poll, some respon-
dents described Snowden as
a criminal and an attention-
seeker. Others called him a
whistleblower. But many
agree that his disclosures
have highlighted the once-re-
mote issue of government
surveillance.

“It’s not surprising this
was going on, but I think all
these revelations brought it
home to people,” said Sam
Thomas, a former musician
from Knoxville, Tenn. “This
is the eroding of American
rights as we used to know
it.”

Not until Snowden’s leaks
was the massive NSA trawl-
ing — of domestic telephone
numbers, and their calling
patterns, and the agency’s
collection of Americans’ In-
ternet user names, IP ad-
dresses and other metadata

swept up in surveillance of
foreign terror suspects —
confirmed and detailed. The
new poll sought to measure
the public’s views on the re-
vealed NSA activities, and it
also tracked Americans’
shifting opinions over time.

President Barack Obama
has sought to reassure
Americans that the govern-
ment’s data collection does
not extend to the contents of
their phone calls and text
messages. “Nobody is listen-
ing to your phone calls,” he
said after the first wave of
disclosures in June. He
added: “They are not looking
at people’s names, and
they’re not looking at con-
tent.”

But a majority of Ameri-
cans appear doubtful. Some

56 percent oppose the NSA’s
collection of telephone
records for future investiga-
tions even though they do
not include actual conversa-
tions. And 54 percent op-
pose the government’s
collection and retention of
Internet metadata for future
investigations that avoids ac-
tual email contents; only 34
percent favor such efforts.

Even stronger majorities
oppose unauthorized gov-
ernment surveillance of
phone calls and Internet mail
traffic within the U.S. As
many as 71 percent do not
want officials eavesdropping
on U.S. phone calls without
court warrants; 62 percent
oppose collection of the con-
tents of Americans’ emails
without warrants.
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BEIRUT — A Russian plan
for Syria to turn over its chemi-
cal weapons to avert Western
missile strikes bogged down
Tuesday when Moscow re-
jected U.S. and French de-
mands for a binding U.N.
resolution with “very severe
consequences” for
non-compliance.

The surprise Russian pro-
posal, which Syria and the
United States both accepted,
would put President Bashar
Assad’s regime’s chemical
stockpile under international
control before its eventual dis-
mantling. The initiative — also
cautiously endorsed by Britain
and France — appeared to
offer a way out of a crisis that
raised the prospect of U.S.-led
military action against Syria in
retaliation for an alleged chemi-
cal weapons attack last month.

But the plan ran aground as
the world powers haggled over
the crucial element of how to
enforce it. Wary of falling into
what the French foreign minis-
ter called “a trap,” Paris and
Washington are pushing for a
U.N. Security Council resolu-
tion to verify Syria’s disarma-
ment. Russia, a close Assad ally
and the regime’s chief patron
on the international stage, dis-
missed France’s proposal as
unacceptable.

The dizzying diplomatic ma-
neuvering threatened what had
been growing momentum to-
ward a plan that would allow
President Barack Obama to
back away from military action.
Domestic support for a strike is
uncertain in the United States,
even as Obama seeks Con-
gress’ backing for action — and
there has been little interna-
tional appetite to join forces
against Assad. 

Syrian Foreign Minister
Walid al-Moallem said early
Tuesday during a trip to
Moscow that Damascus
“agreed to the Russian initia-
tive as it should thwart the U.S.

aggression against our
country.”

Before departing Moscow in
the evening, al-Moallem told
Lebanon’s Al-Mayadeen TV
that Syria would place its
chemical weapons locations in

the hands of representatives of
Russia, other unspecified coun-
tries and the United Nations.
Syria will also declare the
chemical arsenal it long denied
having, stop producing such
weapons and sign conventions

against them. 
Mindful that Damascus

could only be seeking to avoid
Western military strikes,
France said it would put for-
ward a draft resolution under
Chapter 7 of the U.N. charter,
making it enforceable with mili-
tary action. 

French Foreign Minister
Laurent Fabius said the French
resolution would demand that
Syria open its chemical
weapons program to inspec-
tion, place it under interna-
tional control, and ultimately
dismantle it. A violation of that
commitment, he said, would
carry “very serious conse-
quences.” The resolution
would condemn the Aug. 21 at-
tack and bring those responsi-
ble to justice, he said.

“We do not want this to be
used as a diversion,” Fabius
said. “It is by accepting these
precise conditions that we will
judge the credibility of the in-
tentions expressed yesterday.”

Obama threw his support
behind the French resolution
and discussed the matter with
French President Francois Hol-
lande and British Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron. At the
same time, he continued to
push his original plan to win
congressional authorization for
U.S. airstrikes against Assad’s
regime in case the diplomatic
efforts fail. Obama was to ad-
dress the nation from the
White House on Tuesday night. 

The prospect of a deal that
could be enforced militarily
met swift opposition from Rus-
sia, which has provided eco-
nomic, military and diplomatic
support to Assad throughout
the 2 1/2-year conflict.

President Vladimir Putin
said the plan can only work if
“the American side and those
who support the U.S.A, in this
sense, reject the use of force.”
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov told his French
counterpart that it is unaccept-
able for the resolution to cite
Chapter 7, the U.N. resolution
authorizing force, his ministry
said in a statement. 
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Question Of Enforcement
Casts Cloud On Syria Plan

Apple CEO Unveils New iPhone Designs 
CUPERTINO, Calif. (AP) — For the first time since introduc-

ing the device that changed cellphones forever, Apple will
offer two distinct versions of the latest iPhones — a cheaper
one made of plastic and another that aims to be “the gold
standard of smartphones” and reads your fingerprint.

Apple unveiled the latest iPhone models, available on Sept.
20, during an event at its Cupertino, Calif., headquarters. The
move comes as the company tries to fend off Samsung and
other competitors that want to challenge Apple in the compet-
itive smartphone market. The lower-cost iPhone 5C is ex-
pected to help boost sales in China and other areas where
people don’t have as much money to spend on new gadgets as
they do in the U.S. and Europe.

Research firm Gartner Inc. estimates that Apple had a 14.4
percent share of the world’s smartphone market in the second
quarter of this year, No. 2 behind Samsung’s 31.7 percent.

The lower-cost iPhone 5C will be available in five colors —
green, blue, yellow, pink and white. CEO Tim Cook calls it
“more fun and colorful” than any other iPhone. The 5C has a 4-
inch Retina display and is powered by Apple’s A6 chip. It also
has an 8 megapixel camera, live photo filters and a rear cover
that lights up.

The iPhone 5C will cost $99 for a 16 gigabyte model and
$199 for a 32 gigabyte model with a two-year wireless
contract.

Police Release Video Of Zimmerman
LAKE MARY, Fla. (AP) — Police have released a dash cam

video of George Zimmerman being handcuffed after his es-
tranged wife called 911 and said he was threatening her with
a gun.

The video released Tuesday shows officers ordering Zim-
merman out of his truck. They tell him to put his hands up
and drop to his knees. Two officers approach him. One of
them has a gun drawn while the other handcuffs
Zimmerman.

Police are investigating whether George Zimmerman or
Shellie Zimmerman should be charged after the dispute
Monday. Shellie Zimmerman told a 911 dispatcher George
Zimmerman threatened her with a gun, but later told police
she didn’t see a gun.

Authorities in Lake Mary say video from her broken iPad
may be crucial evidence in determining whether any charges
are filed.

Top 1 Pct Took Record Share In 2012
WASHINGTON (AP) — The gulf between the richest 1 per-

cent and the rest of America is the widest it’s been since the
Roaring ’20s.

The very wealthiest Americans earned more than 19 per-
cent of the country’s household income last year — their
biggest share since 1928, the year before the stock market
crash. And the top 10 percent captured a record 48.2 percent
of total earnings last year.

U.S. income inequality has been growing for almost three
decades. And it grew again last year, according to an analysis
of Internal Revenue Service figures dating to 1913 by econo-
mists at the University of California, Berkeley, the Paris
School of Economics and Oxford University.

One of them, Berkeley’s Emmanuel Saez, said the in-
comes of the richest Americans surged last year in part be-
cause they cashed in stock holdings to avoid higher capital
gains taxes that took effect in January.

In 2012, the incomes of the top 1 percent rose nearly 20
percent compared with a 1 percent increase for the remain-
ing 99 percent.

Report Finds Crisis In Cancer Care
WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. is facing a crisis in how to

deliver cancer care, as the baby boomers reach their tumor-
prone years and doctors have a hard time keeping up with
complex new treatments, government advisers reported
Tuesday.

The caution comes even as scientists are learning more
than ever about better ways to battle cancer, and developing
innovative therapies to target tumors.

And while doctors try to optimize treatment, the Institute
of Medicine found “daunting” barriers to achieving high-
quality care for all patients. Overcoming those challenges
will require changes to the health care system, and savvier
consumers.

“We do not want to frighten or scare people who are get-
ting care now,” said Dr. Patricia Ganz, a cancer specialist at
the University of California, Los Angeles, who chaired the
panel.

But too often, decisions about cancer treatments aren’t
based on good evidence, and patients may not understand
their choices and what to expect, the panel found. For exam-
ple, some studies suggest that two-thirds or more of cancer
patients with poor prognoses incorrectly believe the treat-
ments they receive could cure them.
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