
VERMILLION — The Uni-
versity of South Dakota rec-
ognized four faculty
members for outstanding re-
search. The researchers were
awarded grants in three cate-
gories, including the Presi-
dent’s Awards for Research
Excellence for Early-Mid Ca-
reer Faculty and Established
Faculty and the President’s
Award for Research Innova-
tion & Entrepreneurship. Re-
cipients were selected
through a highly competitive
process with both university
and external reviewers. The
selections are a strong en-
dorsement of each re-
searcher’s creativity and
innovation, and an honor for
the university to bestow.

This year, the researchers
receiving the prestigious
awards include:

• President’s Award for
Research Excellence: Early-
Mid Career Faculty —
Chaoyang Jiang, Ph.D., Asso-
ciate Professor in the Depart-
ment of Chemistry

• President’s Award for
Research Excellence: Estab-
lished Faculty (tie) — Ranjit
Koodali, Ph.D., Associate Pro-
fessor in the Department of
Chemistry; Carlos Telleria,
Ph.D., Associate Professor in
the Division of Basic Biomed-
ical Sciences 

• President’s Award for
Research Innovation & Entre-
preneurship — Gopinath
Mani, Ph.D., Assistant Profes-
sor in the Department of Bio-
medical Engineering

In each category, candi-
dates were reviewed based
on past and current research
accomplishments, including
criteria such as publications,
presentations, successful
grantsmanship, serving as a
peer reviewer, maintenance
of an active graduate and/or
undergraduate program, and
other competitive research
awards. The Innovation & En-
trepreneurship award further
required demonstrated inno-
vative thinking or research
findings that had promising
commercial potential as well
as a concept that had pro-
gressed beyond the theoreti-
cal stage to the applied
stage. 

“Research is an essential
component of USD's mission,
and one of many ways USD
contributes to the economic
development of the state,”
said Laura Jenski, Ph.D., vice
president for research at
USD. “Our award winners
this year are from chemistry,
biomedical sciences and en-
gineering, which are disci-
plines of significant strength
at USD and complementary
to the university's promi-
nence in the fine arts, hu-
manities, and professional
programs.”

Each award recipient re-
ceives a $3,000 grant and a
plaque. The President’s
Awards for Research Excel-
lence for Early-Mid Career
Faculty and Established Fac-
ulty, and the President’s
Award for Research Innova-
tion & Entrepreneurship are
awarded annually and open
to USD faculty in each of the
three categories.

ABOUT THE RECIPIENTS
• Jiang joined the USD

Chemistry Department in
2007 as a tenure-track assis-
tant professor in the areas of
analytical chemistry and ma-
terial science and was re-
cently promoted to Associate
Professor. He has actively
participated in most of the
major research programs
within chemistry including:
the statewide National Sci-
ence Foundation (NSF)-EP-
SCoR-Research Infrastructure
Improvement Project, the
Ph.D program in Materials
Chemistry, the NSF funded
South Dakota Integrative

Graduate Education and Re-
search Traineeship program
(IGERT), the Northern Plain
Undergraduate Research
Center (NPURC), and the de-
partment’s current Research
Experiences for Undergradu-
ates (REU) program. Dr.
Jiang’s research interests in-
clude nanostructure synthe-
sis and assembly, functional
multilayer thin films, plas-
monic nanomaterials, and
surface-enhanced Raman
scattering for sensing and
chemical detection. He is a
science PI for a multi-year
collaborative project sup-
ported by the National Aero-
nautics and Space
Administration (NASA). Dr.
Jiang also
serves as
the lead in-
vestigator of
several col-
laborative
grants and is
the principal
investigator
of the chem-
istry depart-
ment’s most
recent NSF-
MRI grant
for the pur-
chase of a field-emission
scanning electron micro-
scope. He has mentored
many students, undergradu-
ate and graduate students
alike, during his six years at
USD.

• Koodali has been at USD
since 2005. In that time, he
has built an outstanding
record in all three areas of
the tripartite mission of the
college, including research,
service and teaching.
Koodali’s research interests
include nanomaterials, pho-
tocatalysis, environmental
remediation, catalysis by
metal oxides, and solar en-
ergy conversion to fuels. He
consistently publishes in
high impact journals, and the
results of his scholarship
have resulted in consider-
able external grant support
and inclusion in last year’s
National Science Foundation
(NSF) report to Congress. He
has been a principal investi-
gator (PI) or co-PI on every
major multiuser instrument
proposal granted to chem-
istry by the NSF during his
tenure at USD. Koodali also
takes an active role in the
Photo Active Nanoscale Sys-
tems (PANS) collaboration
where his research on trans-
forming solar energy into fuel

contributed significantly to
the Research Infrastructure
Improvement Award. He has
gained significant national
exposure as a national pro-
gram co-chair of the Energy
& Fuels Division for several
national American Chemical
Society meetings. As the Ma-
terials Chemistry Ph.D. Pro-
gram Graduate Program
Director, Koodali and has
done a superb job of recruit-
ing, organizing and advising
graduate students, and grow-
ing the program. He sits on a
large number of university
committees, and has re-
viewed an exceptional num-
ber of journal manuscripts
and grant proposals in the

fields of catal-
ysis and
nanoscience.
He advises a
large number
of undergrad-
uate research
students,
with several
that have
completed
university
honors the-
ses under his
supervision.

Twenty-nine undergraduate
students that include two
Goldwater Scholars, four NSF
Graduate Research Fellows,
two National Defense Science
and Engineering Grant
(NDSEG) awardees, one Na-
tional Health Corps scholar,
one NASA National Aeronau-
tics scholar and one NCAA
post-graduate scholar have
pursued undergraduate re-
search under his direction
for the past eight years.
Koodali received the Presi-
dent’s Award for Research
Excellence in the Early/Mid-
Career Category in 2010 and
the Cutler Award in the Natu-
ral Science and Math cate-
gory for excellence in
teaching and research in
2013. 

• Telleria has been a fac-
ulty member in the division
of Basic Biomedical Sciences
of the Sanford School of Med-
icine (SSOM) for 10 years. He
is dedicated to securing ex-
ternal funding for his re-
search and his commitment
was rewarded in 2008 with
the awarding of a National
Cancer Institute (NCI), Na-
tional Institutes of Health
(NIH) Career Development
Award. In 2012, he had his
second NCI-NIH grant
funded, an R15 to continue

his work on antiprogestin
therapy for ovarian cancer.
Telleria has been successful
in seeking funding for his
work from local sources and
societies as well, and has
nearly 50 peer-reviewed pub-
lications. Although Telleria’s
original research focus was
reproductive biology and en-
docrinology, he is now fo-
cused in the area of oncology
with an emphasis on ovarian
cancer. Presentations of his
work have garnered national
attention. He was the recipi-
ent of the 2008 McVay Award
for Teaching and Research
Excellence from the SSOM,
and is active in providing re-
search opportunities in his
laboratory for colleagues and
students. 

• Mani joined the faculty
of USD in 2010 as a member
of the Biomedical Engineer-
ing program. In his time at
USD, he has made two inven-
tion disclosures related to
the development of the next
generation of drug-eluting
stents, and the patents are
currently pending on these
projects. A critical problem
in the currently available
drug-eluting stents is their in-
ability to encourage the pro-
liferation of endothelial cells.
This leads to late stent
thrombosis, which is a cata-
strophic clinical event that
results in heart attack or
death. Mani’s new ap-
proaches include using a
novel therapeutic drug as
well as a dual-drug elution
therapy that will solve this
problem by encouraging en-
dothelial cell growth while si-
multaneously inhibiting
smooth muscle cell growth
to prevent artery re-closure.
He has published his work in
several leading journals and
a textbook that he co-au-
thored for Cambridge Univer-
sity Press is scheduled to
release in December 2013.
Mani has held various leader-
ship positions in the Society
for Biomaterials (SFB) includ-
ing Program Chair and Vice
Chair for the Surface Charac-
terization and Modification
Special Interest Group. He is
also a member in the SFB’s
Education and Professional
Development Committee and
Program Committee. Mani’s
students have received the
prestigious Student Travel
Achievement Recognition
Award from the SFB. Mani’s
work is funded by the Ameri-
can Heart Association and
South Dakota Board of Re-
gents and he is actively pur-
suing additional funding. He
is currently working with
South Dakota Innovation
Partners on the possibility of
creating of a start-up com-
pany to move the technology
further along the commer-
cialization pathway.  

Richard Duman
Richard G. Duman, 67, of

Vermillion, SD passed away
Monday, September 9 at the
Sanford USD
Medical Cen-
ter in Sioux
Falls.

Richard
was born No-
vember 24,
1945 in
Omaha, NE to
George and
Carmela
(Nigro) Duman. He gradu-
ated from Vermillion High
School in 1963. He married
Sheryl Myron on September
2, 1972 in Vermillion. He
worked as a Microbiologist
for the University of South
Dakota retiring after 43 years
and was currently working
part time for Quality Motors
in Vermillion.

Richard was preceded in
death by his mother Carmela
and his father in law Odell
Myron.

Richard is survived by his
wife Sheryl of Vermillion, a
son David of Sioux Falls, SD,
his father George of Omaha,
three sisters; Antoinette
(Bud) Noble of LaVista, NE,
Charlotte (Bud) Meade of
Council Bluffs, IA and
Jeanette Duman of Omaha,
and four brothers; Greg
(Becky) Duman, Mark (Ellen)
Duman, Robert Duman and
Mike Duman all of Omaha. He
is also survived by in laws;
Gayle (Terry) Ramey of Jack-
son, MN and Mark (Dawn)

Myron of Vermillion and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Funeral Mass will be 10:30
a.m. Thursday, September 12
at the St. Agnes Catholic
Church in Vermillion with
burial to follow in the
Bluffview Cemetery in Ver-
million. 

Visitation will be Wednes-
day, September 11 from 5-7
p.m. at the Hansen Funeral
Home in Vermillion. 

Visit hansenfuneral-
home.com.
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David Kimball
David Lawrence Kimball,

57, of Vermillion died at San-
ford Vermillion Hospital on
Sept. 9, 2013. 

A visitation will be held
from 6-7 p.m. today (Wednes-
day), with a prayer service
beginning at 7 p.m., at Kober
Funeral Home of Vermillion. 

A memorial service is at
10 a.m. on Thursday, Sept.
12, at United Church of
Christ-Congregational of Ver-
million with the Rev. Steve
Miller officiating. Burial will
take place immediately fol-
lowing the service at Bluff
View Cemetery.  
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Governor Asks For Flags At Half-Staff
PIERRE — The White House has issued a proclamation

designating Wednesday, Sept.11, 2013, as Patriot Day and Na-
tional Day of Service and Remembrance.

President Obama calls for the flag of the United States to
be displayed at half-staff on Wednesday, and he has invited
Governors of the United States to join in the observance.

At the president’s request, Gov. Dennis Daugaard asks
that all flags in the state be flown at half-staff today (Wednes-
day) from 8 a.m. until sunset in honor of those who lost their
lives in terrorist attacks on the United States on Sept. 11,
2001. 

SoDak Stamm Meeting Slated For Sun.
KAYLOR — The next SoDak Stamm meeting will be held

at 7 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 15, at the Kaylor Heritage Site. (Note
time change for this meeting only) 

The speaker will be Wilbur Foss on the history of the Old
Time Fiddlers. 

Everyone is invited. 

MMC Designated Military Friendly School
Victory Media, the premier media entity for military

personnel transitioning into civilian life, has named Mount
Marty College to the coveted Military Friendly Schools®
list. 

The 2014 Military Friendly Schools® list honors the top
20 percent of colleges, universities and trade schools in the
country that are doing the most to embrace America’s mili-
tary service members, veterans, and spouses as students
and ensure their success on campus. 

“Inclusion on the 2014 list of Military Friendly Schools®
shows Mount Marty College’s commitment to providing a
supportive environment for military students,” said Sean
Collins, Vice President at Victory Media and a nine-year
Navy veteran. “The need for education is growing and our
mission is to provide the military community with trans-
parent, world-class resources to assist in their search for
schools.” 

Complete survey methodology is available at mili-
taryfriendlyschools.com/Article/methodology-press-kit/.

The Military Friendly Schools® media and website,
found at www.militaryfriendlyschools.com/, feature the
list, interactive tools and search functionality to help mili-
tary students find the best school to suit their unique
needs and preferences. The 1,868 colleges, universities and
trade schools on this year’s list exhibit leading practices in
the recruitment and retention of students with military ex-
perience. These schools have world-class programs and
policies for student support on campus, academic accredi-
tation, credit policies, flexibility and other services to
those who served. 

“We are honored to be named a Military Friendly School
and look forward to working with the military community
to provide access to education in the Benedictine tradi-
tion,” said MMC President Dr. Joseph N. Benoit. “Our focus
on academic excellence with attention to service to hu-
mankind makes Mount Marty College an excellent choice
for those who serve our nation. It is truly our pleasure to
be able to offer our educational programs to our country’s
best as they continue their education.”

Now in its fifth year, the 2014 list of Military Friendly
Schools ® was compiled through extensive research and a
data-driven survey of more than 10,000 schools nationwide
approved for VA tuition funding. The survey results that
comprise the 2014 list were independently tested by Ernst
& Young LLP based upon the weightings and methodology
established by Victory Media. Each year schools taking the
survey are held to a higher standard than the previous
year via improved methodology, criteria and weightings de-
veloped with the assistance of an Academic Advisory
Board (AAB) consisting of educators from schools across
the country. A full list of board members can be found at
http://militaryfriendlyschools.com/board.

A full story and detailed list of 2014 Military Friendly
Schools® will be highlighted in the annual Guide to Mili-
tary Friendly Schools ®, distributed in print and digital for-
mat to hundreds of thousands of active and former military
personnel in early October. 

 23rd & Broadway
 Yankton   •   665 – 4383

 Al l – Y ou–Can–Eat

 Steak Tips
 $ 11 95

 Tonight Tonight

 5 – 9   pm
 Steakhouse Quality

 WANTED

 Ad sponsored by Sally & Terry, 
 Lewis & Clark Realty, Inc.

 PLEASE VISIT:
 www.heartlandhumanesociety.net

 or call 605-664-4244 for more information. 

 A New Home 
 For Stella

 This 
 almost 

 one year 
 old Pointer 

 Mix 
 is high 
 energy 

 and 
 loveable!

 View Our
 Video Tributes

 on-line at...
 www.wintzrayfuneralhome.com

 W  INTZ &   R AY
 FUNERAL HOME
 and Cremation Service, Inc.
 605-665-3644

 W  INTZ 
 FUNERAL HOME INC.

 Hartington, Coleridge, Crofton
 402-254-6547 www.wintzrayfuneralhome.com

1105 W. 8th St.  |  Yankton, SD  |  1-855-MtMarty (686-2789)  |  mtmc.edu

“The personal attention and flexibility 
MMC offers makes it possible for me 
to be a senior nursing student while 

fulfi l l ing my commitment with the 
South Dakota National Guard. 

MMC’s focus on service 
is parallel to my duties 

as a so ld ier and 
together, they

help me become
the educated ,

service-oriented 
cit izen I aim to be.”

As a 2014 Military Friendly School®,
Mount Marty College is ranked in the

 of colleges, universities and
trade schools in the country that are
doing the most to  military service 
members, veterans and spouses as students
and ensure their success on campus.

  

MMC Named Military Friendly School

Kim
Nursing

Class of 2014

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

Duman

USD Recognizes Faculty With
President’s Research Awards

Koodali Mani TelleriaJiang

“Research is an es-
sential component of
USD's mission, and
one of many ways
USD contributes to

the economic devel-
opment of the state.”

LAURA JENSKI


