
UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
Key international players were
moving on two diplomatic
fronts Wednesday to try to put
Syria’s chemical weapons under
international control, and a
fresh effort appeared to be un-
derway to get the government
and opposition to peace talks.

The five veto-wielding mem-
bers of the Security Council,
who have been deeply divided
over Syria, met late Wednesday
to discuss what to include in a
new resolution requiring that
Syria’s chemical weapons stock-
pile be secured and dismantled.
They later left Russia’s U.N. mis-
sion without commenting.

At the same time, U.S. Secre-
tary of State John Kerry and
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov were heading to Geneva
with teams of experts for
broader-ranging talks Thursday
about the nuts and bolts of put-
ting Syria’s chemical weapons
under international control and
destroying them, diplomats
said.

The U.N.-Arab League envoy
for Syria, Lakhdar Brahimi, was
also heading to Geneva to be
available to meet Kerry and
Lavrov, whose efforts to start
peace talks to end the 2 1/2-year
Syrian conflict have been
stymied by a government offen-
sive and a deadly suspected poi-
son gas attack on Aug. 21.

The diplomatic flurry fol-
lows the threat of U.S. strikes
against President Bashar
Assad’s regime and a surprise
offer from Kerry that Syria
could avert U.S. military action
by turning over “every single bit
of his chemical weapons” to in-

ternational control within a
week. Russia, Syria’s most im-
portant ally, and Assad’s gov-
ernment quickly agreed on the
broad proposal, but details still
need to be worked out.

In an opinion piece for The
New York Times, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin called for
caution in dealing with Syria,
saying that a potential strike by
the U.S. would create more vic-
tims and could spread the con-
flict beyond Syria and unleash a
wave of terrorism.

A senior U.N. diplomat,
speaking on condition of
anonymity because contacts
have been private, said Thurs-
day’s meeting between Kerry
and Lavrov will be an ex-
ploratory session to gauge
whether they can embark on
“the herculean task” of disman-
tling Syria’s chemical weapons
while the country is at war.

While serious differences
have already emerged — espe-
cially on whether a U.N. resolu-

tion should be militarily enforce-
able as the U.S. and its Western
allies are demanding — the
diplomatic moves represent the
first major effort in more than a
year to try to get supporters of
the Syrian government and op-
position on the same page.

Russia and China have ve-
toed three Western-backed
resolutions aimed at pressur-
ing Assad to end the conflict,
which has left the U.N.’s most
powerful body paralyzed as
the war escalates and the
death toll surpasses 100,000.
U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon earlier this week called
the council’s paralysis embar-
rassing.

“What the secretary-general
has been pressing for is the Se-
curity Council to come to a
united decision,” U.N. associate
spokesman Farhan Haq said
Wednesday. “It’s crucially im-
portant at this late stage of the
war that they come together
and take some action that can

prevent both the problems re-
garding the use of chemical
weapons and the wider problem
of solving this conflict.”

The White House said
Wednesday it is not putting a
timeline on a diplomatic resolu-
tion to the crisis in Syria, though
Press Secretary Jay Carney said
putting Syria’s chemical
weapons under international
control, “obviously will take
some time.” 

France has proposed a draft
resolution that demands Syria’s
chemical weapons be put under
international control and dis-
mantled. It also condemns the
Aug. 21 chemical attack the
Obama administration says
killed 1,400 people and calls for
the perpetrators to be sent to
the International Criminal Court
for prosecution. Submitted
under Chapter 7 of the U.N.
charter, which makes it enforce-
able militarily, it warns of “very
serious consequences” if Syria
does not comply.

Robert Vesper
Robert D. Vesper, 76, of

Mission Hill died early
Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2013, at
the Avera Heritage Manor
Nursing Home, Wakonda.

Memorial services are at 3
p.m. Friday at the Opsahl-Kos-
tel Funeral Chapel, Yankton,
with the Rev. Paul M. Opsahl
officiating. Military Rites by
the Ernest-Bowyer VFW Post
#791 Honor Guard, the South
Dakota Army Reserve National
Guard Honor Guard, and the
Patriot Guard standing a flag
line during the visitation and
service. Burial of the cremated

remains will take place at a
later date. 

Visitations will be two
hours prior to the service at
the funeral home. 
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Syrian Opposition Forces Feel Let Down 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian opposition forces feel let down and

more divided than ever because of President Barack Obama’s
decision to seek a diplomatic path to disarming Damascus of
its chemical weapons.

Many rebels who had held out hopes that U.S.-led strikes
on President Bashar Assad’s government would help tip the
scales as the two sides faced a deadly stalemate said America
has indirectly given the embattled leader a second wind as a
statesman negotiating with world powers.

“We’re on our own,” Mohammad Joud, an opposition
fighter in the war-shattered northern city of Aleppo, said via
Skype. “I always knew that, but thanks to Obama’s shameful
conduct, others are waking up to this reality as well.”

Rebels who have been fighting for 2  1/2 years to topple
Assad say the U.S. has repeatedly reneged on promises to as-
sist their rebellion, offering only rhetoric. In June, Obama an-
nounced he would provide lethal aid to the rebels, but so far
none of that assistance has gotten to the opposition and the
Syrian leader’s forces have gained the advantage.

Violence continued Wednesday when government war-
planes hit a field hospital in the town of al-Bab near Aleppo,
killing 11 people and wounding dozens more, according to the
Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights. The
group, which relies on reports from activists on the ground,
said a Yemeni doctor was among those killed in the airstrike.

GOP Stopgap Spending Plan Delayed  
WASHINGTON (AP) — A revolt by tea party conservatives

forced House GOP leaders on Wednesday to delay a vote on a
temporary spending bill required to prevent a government
shutdown next month.

GOP leaders pulled the measure from the House schedule
after initial vote counts showed them running into opposition
from several dozen staunch conservatives who think the lead-
ership is not fighting hard enough to block implementation of
President Barack Obama’s health care law.

The conservatives are unhappy with a plan by GOP leaders
to advance the measure through the House coupled with a
provision to derail implementation of the new health care law
but allow the Democratic Senate to send it on to the White
House shorn of the “defund ‘Obamacare”’ provision so long as
there is a vote on it.

The plan by top Republicans like Majority Leader Eric Can-
tor of Virginia is designed to keep government agencies run-
ning through Dec. 15. Cantor’s office announced the delay.

The GOP leadership-sponsored strategy features an un-
usual twist: The measure would pass the House as a single bill
but would be decoupled when presented to the Senate, a trick
designed to permit the Democratic-led chamber to advance
the must-do funding measure to the president as a “clean” bill
that’s free of the assault on Obama’s signature health care law.

NSA Has Long Role In Computer Security 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More than two decades ago, civilian

government scientists were expressing concerns with the Na-
tional Security Agency’s role in developing global communica-
tions standards.

Declassified documents reviewed by The Associated Press
show that tensions involving secrecy and national security
emerged in the 1990s when the government’s standards
agency worked with the NSA to create code for digitally sign-
ing documents. That proposed standard was initially criticized
by industry experts for being flawed.

The review comes after recent revelations that showed the
NSA deliberately weakened Internet encryption in recent
years as part of its effort to gather and analyze digital intelli-
gence. The National Institute of Standards and Technology
says it is reassuring the public of the safety of its data under
government-approved encryption standards.

Obamacare Markets Open In Divided US
WASHINGTON (AP) — Having health insurance used to

hinge on where you worked and what your medical history
said. Soon that won’t matter, with open-access markets for
subsidized coverage coming Oct. 1 under President Barack
Obama’s overhaul.

But there’s a new wild card, something that didn’t seem so
critical when Congress passed the Affordable Care Act back in
2010: where you live.

Entrenched political divisions over “Obamacare,” have
driven most Republican-led states to turn their backs on the
biggest expansion of the social safety net in a half century. If
you’re uninsured in a state that’s opposed, you may not get
much help picking the right private health plan for your
budget and your family’s needs.

The differences will be more glaring if you’re poor and
your state rejected the law’s Medicaid expansion. Unless lead-
ers reverse course, odds are you’ll remain uninsured. That’s
because people below the poverty line do not qualify for sub-
sidies to buy coverage in the markets.

“We are going to have a new environment where con-
sumers may be victims of geography,” said Sam Karp of the
California HealthCare Foundation, a nonprofit helping states
tackle practical problems of implementation. “If I’m a low-
wage earner in California, I may qualify for Medicaid. With the
exact same income in Texas, I may not qualify.”

Colorado Recall Shows Gun-Law Risks
DENVER (AP) — Democratic voters in Colorado helped re-

move two state senators of their own party who voted for tighter
gun control — an ouster that was both intensely local and a na-
tional test of what can happen to lawmakers who support gun re-
strictions in battleground states.

The well-organized activists who sought to recall Senate Presi-
dent John Morse and Sen. Angela Giron got the backing of gun-
rights groups such as the National Rifle Association. It turned out
they didn’t need much assistance because voters were already so
incensed by passage of the gun-control package.

Democrats, who maintain control of the Legislature, said the
losses were purely symbolic. But they could be a sign of things to
come in 2014, both in Colorado’s governor’s race and in scores of
other political contests around the country.

After last year’s mass shootings, Colorado was the only state
beyond Democratic strongholds New York, California and Con-
necticut to pass gun-control legislation. Gun-control measures
died in Congress, as well as Minnesota, Oregon, Washington and
Delaware.
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9/11: Nation Pauses To
Pay Tribute To Victims

BY MEGHAN BARR AND JIM FITZGERALD
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Life in lower Manhattan
resembled any ordinary day on Wednesday
as workers rushed to their jobs in the
muggy heat, but time stood still at the World
Trade Center site while families wept for
loved ones who perished in the terror at-
tacks 12 years ago. 

For the families, the memories of that
day are still vivid, the pain still acute. Some
who read the names of a beloved big
brother or a cherished daughter could
hardly speak through their tears.  

“Has it really been 12 years? Or 12 days?
Sometimes it feels the same,” said Michael
Fox, speaking aloud to his brother, Jeffrey,
who perished in the south tower. “Some-
times I reach for the phone so I can call you,
and we can talk about our kids like we used
to do every day.”

On the memorial plaza overlooking two
reflecting pools in the imprint of the twin
towers, relatives recited the names of the
nearly 3,000 people who died when hijacked
jets crashed into the towers, the Pentagon
and in a field near Shanksville, Pa. They also
recognized the victims of the 1993 trade
center bombing.

Bells tolled to mark the planes hitting
the towers and the moments when the sky-
scrapers fell. 

In Washington, President Barack Obama,
first lady Michelle Obama, Vice President
Joe Biden and wife Jill Biden walked out to
the White House’s South Lawn for a mo-
ment of silence at 8:46 a.m. — the time the
first plane struck the south tower in New
York. Another jetliner struck the Pentagon
at 9:37 a.m.

“Our hearts still ache for the futures
snatched away, the lives that might have
been,” Obama said.

A moment of silence was also held at the
U.S. Capitol.

In New York, loved ones milled around
the memorial site, making rubbings of
names, putting flowers by the names of vic-
tims and weeping, arm-in-arm. Former Gov.
George Pataki, New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie and others were in attendance. As
with last year, no politicians spoke. Mayor
Michael Bloomberg watched the ceremony
for his final time in office.

Carol Eckna recalled the contagious
laugh of her son, Paul Robert Eckna, who
was killed in the north tower.

“Just yesterday, you were 28,” she said.
“Today, you are 40. You are forever young.
Dad and I are proud to be your parents.” 

The anniversary arrived amid changes
at the Flight 93 National Memorial in
Shanksville, where construction started
Tuesday on a new visitor center. On

Wednesday, the families of the passengers
and crew aboard United Flight 93 recalled
their loved ones as heroes for their un-
selfish and quick actions. The plane was hi-
jacked with the likely goal of crashing it into
the White House or Capitol, but passengers
tried to overwhelm the attackers and the
plane crashed into the field. All aboard died. 

“In a period of 22 minutes, our loved
ones made history,” said Gordon Felt, presi-
dent of the Families of Flight 93, whose
brother, Edward, was a passenger.

Outside Washington, hundreds of people
gathered for a short, simple ceremony at an
Arlington County plaza three miles from the
Pentagon. First responders from the county
were among the first on the scene that day.

Fire Chief James Schwartz said cere-
monies like Wednesday’s — which featured
an honor guard and a moment of silence—
serve as a reminder of why first responders
spend so much time preparing for disaster.

“I’ve often said this has been the fastest
12 years of my life,” Schwartz said. “But if
you are a surviving family member, I’d imag-
ine this has been the longest 12 years of
your life, because you’re waking up every
day with a hole in your heart.”

Around the world, thousands of volun-
teers pledged to do good deeds, honoring
an anniversary that was designated a Na-
tional Day of Service and Remembrance in
2009.

By next year’s anniversary, a 9/11 mu-
seum is expected to be open beneath the

memorial plaza in New York City. While the
memorial honors those killed, the museum
is intended to present a broader picture, in-
cluding the experiences of survivors and
first responders.

“As things evolve in the future, the focus
on the remembrance is going to stay sacro-
sanct,” memorial President Joe Daniels said.

Douglas Hamatie, whose 31-year-old
cousin Robert Horohoe worked for Cantor
Fitzgerald and died on 9/11, drew applause
from the crowd when he declared that the
day should become a national holiday.

“The kids today, they know when the
next iPhone’s coming out, and they know
when the next Justin Bieber concert is, but
they don’t know enough about 9/11,” he
said. “So let’s change that, please.”

The organizers have said they will al-
ways keep the focus on the families, and
that was evident this year as relatives gath-
ered on the tree-laden plaza, where a
smaller crowd gathered — only friends and
family of the victims were allowed.

Vicki Tureski, who lost her brother-in-
law on Sept. 11, said the victims’ families
will help each other through the years to
come.

“Strangers who are now friends, friends
who are now family, family who pull us to
our feet each day,” she said. “I promise to
continue to keep you in my prayers as we
go through decade two of carrying the
tragedy of 9/11 with us.”
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U.S. Navy Petty Officer Phillip Thompson plants U.S. flags on Old Main lawn as Penn State
University played host to a ceremony Wednesday in State College, Pa. The event included
the planting of 2,996 American flags to remember each lost life in the attacks of Sept.
11, 2001.  
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