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Trajectory Of Sarin Rockets Key 
BEIRUT (AP) — The trajectory of the rockets that deliv-

ered the nerve agent sarin in last month’s deadly attack is
among the key evidence linking elite Syrian troops based in
the mountains overlooking Damascus to the strike that
killed hundreds of people, diplomats and human rights offi-
cials said Wednesday.

The Aug. 21 attack precipitated the crisis over Syria’s
chemical weapons. The U.S. threatened a military strike
against Syria, which led to a plan negotiated by Moscow
and Washington under which the regime of President
Bashar Assad is to abandon its chemical weapons stock-
pile.

A U.N. report released Monday confirmed that chemical
weapons were used in the attack but did not ascribe
blame.

The United States, Britain and France cited evidence in
the report to declare Assad’s government responsible. Rus-
sia called the report “one-sided” and says it has “serious
reason to suggest that this was a provocation” by the
rebels fighting the Assad regime in Syria’s civil war.

The report, however, provided data that suggested the
chemical-loaded rockets that hit two Damascus suburbs
were fired from the northwest, indicating they came from
nearby mountains where the Syrian military is known to
have major bases

Ohio Man Pleads Guilty To Charges
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Confronted at a hospital by

police who said he’d just killed a man, drunk driver
Matthew Cordle was angry and in denial.

“He became very irate, and began yelling, he didn’t kill
anyone, he didn’t do it, and he wasn’t going to give them
any blood sample,” Franklin County Prosecutor Ron
O’Brien said Wednesday.

Sober and in recovery, Cordle had a change of heart. He
decided to plead guilty as quickly as possible, and made an
online video confessing to the crime. He didn’t waver from
the position he took in the Sept. 3 video, and on Wednes-
day he made good on his pledge and pleaded guilty to ag-
gravated vehicular homicide.

“I drank so much I was blacked out,” Cordle told
Franklin County Judge David Fais near the end of a 38-
minute hearing.

“So I would say this was a binge drinking situation, cor-
rect, Mr. Cordle?” Fais asked.

Submerged Cars Found In Oklahoma 
SAYRE, Okla. (AP) — When three teenagers from this

small Oklahoma town disappeared on their way to a high
school football game in 1970, rumors swirled as to what
happened to the trio.

Some thought the three had stumbled across a drug
deal at a rural airstrip and been killed. Others said they
might have run away to California.

“There have been theories from everybody,” said Dayva
Spitzer, publisher of The Sayre Record newspaper and a
longtime resident. “Everyone suspected foul play. ... But
every lead just went nowhere.”

Now authorities believe they have a key piece to the
puzzle: A 1969 Camaro, just like the one the teens were
driving, was pulled from a lake with the skeletal remains of
three people inside.

And that wasn’t the only discovery. A second car con-
taining remains, an early 1950s Chevrolet, was also recov-
ered. Custer County Sheriff Bruce Peoples believes it may
solve another case in which two men and a woman disap-
peared a year before the teens vanished.

Archeologists Find 200,000 Items
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — An ivory toothbrush thought to

have belonged to Brazil’s Emperor Pedro II and a minty
toothpaste made by a European chemist for the Portuguese
queen are among more than 200,000 pieces dating from the
17th through 19th centuries that archeologists have un-
earthed from a site in Rio de Janeiro being used for an exten-
sion the city’s subway lines.

A team of more than two dozen archeologists, historians
and others began excavating the plot in northern Rio last
March. The plot, once the site of a slaughterhouse, is near
the former imperial palace and thought to have once been
used as a landfill by the imperial family and others, team
members said Wednesday.

The area, now a construction site for Rio’s massive sub-
way expansion projects, has not only yielded an impressive
number of objects but also pieces in remarkably good condi-
tion, team leader Claudio Prado de Mello said.

“What is the most impressive is the intact state” of many
objects, said Mello. “In archeology we usually find very frag-
mented pieces, but this time we’re finding whole objects.”

The ivory toothbrush thought to have belonged to Dom
Pedro II, who ruled over Brazil from 1831-1889, has turned
brown with age. Its boar bristles are long gone, but the in-
scription remains legible: “His Majesty the Emperor of
Brazil.” A round white porcelain pot emblazoned with “to the
Queen of Portugal Maria of Saboia” is thought to have con-
tained mint-flavored tooth paste made specially for the
queen by a chemist with offices in London and Paris.

Republican Party

Dodge Default, Defund Obamacare
BY DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON — House Republicans
vowed Wednesday to pass legislation
that would prevent a partial govern-
ment shutdown and avoid a historic na-
tional default while simultaneously
canceling out President Barack
Obama’s health care overhaul, inaugu-
rating a new round of political
brinkmanship as critical deadlines
approach.

Obama swiftly condemned the effort
as attempted political extortion, and
the Republican-friendly Chamber of
Commerce pointedly called on lawmak-
ers to pass urgent spending and bor-
rowing legislation — unencumbered by
debate over “Obamacare.”

The two-step strategy announced by
House Speaker John Boehner marked a
concession to his confrontational rank
and file. At the same time, it repre-
sented a challenge to conservatives in-
side the Senate and out who have spent
the summer seeking the votes needed
to pull the president’s cherished health
care law out by its roots. They now will
be called on to deliver.

“The fight over here has been won.
The House has voted 40 times to de-
fund, change Obamacare, to repeal it.
It’s time for the Senate to have this
fight,” said Boehner, an Ohio
Republican.

As outlined by several officials,
Boehner and the leadership intend to
set a House vote for Friday on legisla-
tion to fund the government through
Dec. 15 at existing levels while perma-
nently defunding the health care law.
The same bill will include a requirement
for Treasury to give priority to Social
Security and disability payments in the
event the government reaches its bor-
rowing limit and cannot pay all of its
obligations.

A second measure, to be brought to
the floor as early as next week, would
allow Treasury to borrow freely for one
year.

That same bill is also expected to be
loaded with other requirements, includ-
ing the construction of the Keystone XL
Pipeline from Canada to the United
States, a project that environmentalists
oppose and that the Obama administra-
tion has so far refused to approve.
Other elements will reflect different Re-
publican budget priorities, including as-
yet-undisclosed savings from health
care and government benefit programs
and steps to speed work on an overhaul
of the tax code.

Prospects for passage of the two
bills are high in the House, where Re-
publicans have a majority and leaders
pronounced the rank and file united be-
hind the strategy.

But both measures are certain to be
viewed as non-starters by majority De-
mocrats in the Senate.

Some Republicans appeared to con-
cede during the day that the legislation

that eventually reaches the White
House will leave the health care law in
effect.

“I don’t think that any reasonable
person thinks there’s anything to be
gained by a government shutdown,”
said Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas. “Rather
than a shutdown of government, what
we need is a Republican victory in 2014
so we can be in control. I’m not sure
those are mutually compatible.”

But a fellow Texas Republican, Sen.
Ted Cruz said it was important to hold
fast. He said Democrats appear at pres-
ent to have the votes to restore funds
for the health care law, adding, “At that
point, House Republicans must stand
firm, hold their ground and continue to
listen to the American people.”    

Given the differences, it is unclear
how long it will take Congress and the
White House to clear the measures, and
how close the government will come to
a partial shutdown or a market-rattling
default over the next three weeks.

Separately on Wednesday, the
Obama administration’s budget direc-
tor, Sylvia Burwell, issued a memo to
department heads that said, “Prudent
management requires that agencies be
prepared for the possibility of a lapse”
in funding.

Congressional Democrats competed
to denounce the Republican move in
the strongest possible terms. Sen.
Chuck Schumer of New York said the
GOP was pursuing an “insane plan.”
Sen. Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota said,
“A group of extremists is threatening to
hold our government hostage.”

Obama, speaking to CEOs at a meeting
of the Business Roundtable, said, “You
have never seen in the history of the
United States the debt ceiling or the
threat of not raising the debt ceiling being
used to extort a president or a governing
party and trying to force issues that have
nothing to do with the budget and have
nothing to do with the debt.”

He attributed the effort to a “small
faction” within the Republican Party.

R. Bruce Josten, executive vice pres-
ident of the Chamber of Commerce for
government affairs, urged the House in
a letter to “act promptly to pass a (bill)
to fund the government and to raise the
debt ceiling,” and then to return to
health care, tax reform and other
issues.

Whatever its ultimate impact on Re-
publican lawmakers, the letter stands
as a counter to an aggressive campaign
by tea party-aligned groups including
the Senate Conservatives Fund, Her-
itage Action and the Club for Growth in
recent weeks to generate support for
legislation to defund the administra-
tion’s health care overhaul.

The approach outlined by Boehner
and the GOP leadership team under-
scored how quickly tea party lawmak-
ers have shifted their principal focus in
the weeks since Cruz and Sen. Mike Lee
of Utah as well as the outside groups
began stressing the issue in TV ads.

The leadership’s initial proposal for
avoiding a partial government shut-
down was to couple funding for federal
programs with a requirement for the
Senate to cast a vote on defunding the
health care program, a requirement
that could easily have been evaded.

Conservatives quickly rebelled
against that approach, forcing Boehner
and his lieutenants to regroup.

Even as they did, they sought to em-
phasize their commitment to cutting
federal spending and curtailing the
debt, two issues that have consistently
united the fractious rank and file since
Republicans took control of the House
nearly three years ago.

“Not since the Korean War has the
federal government reduced spending
two years in a row. We aim to make that
happen,” said the Republican majority
leader, Rep. Eric Cantor of Virginia.

Spending would be set at $986.3 bil-
lion for the fiscal year that begins Oct.
1, although that would be further re-
duced in January by a new round of
across-the-board sequester cuts that
would trim the level to $967 billion.

“There should be no conversation
about shutting the government down.
That’s not the goal here,” Boehner said.

Republicans paid a heavy political
price two decades ago as the result of
twin government shutdowns, at a time
then-Speaker Newt Gingrich was insist-
ing President Bill Clinton agree to cuts
in Medicare, Medicaid and other popu-
lar programs.

Nor are Republicans eager to shoul-
der the blame for any market-shaking
government default, which would prob-
ably occur if the Treasury could not
continue to borrow funds to pay debts
already incurred. Treasury Secretary
Jack Lew has estimated that without ac-
tion by Congress, that default will ar-
rive in mid-October.

BY ALEX WONG/ABACA PRESS/MCT
President Barack Obama addresses mem-
bers of the Business Roundtable at the
Business Roundtable Headquarters in
Washington, D.C., Wednesday.

Port Authority: $10 Name Rights Sale Shameful
BY DAVID PORTER
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Port Au-
thority of New York and New
Jersey on Wednesday called a
deal that sold the World Trade
Center’s name rights to a non-
profit organization for $10
decades ago “a shameful
episode” and vowed to coop-
erate with an anticipated in-
vestigation by New York’s
attorney    general.

A newspaper story this
month revealed that the name
rights were sold to former
Port Authority executive Guy

Tozzoli in his role as head of
the nonprofit World Trade
Centers Association, formed
to promote international
trade. The Port Authority,
which owns the lower Manhat-
tan land where the Twin Tow-
ers stood before Sept. 11,
2001, is among more than 300
worldwide members that pay
the WTCA a fee to use the
words “World Trade Center.”

New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie has criticized the
deal. New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo said he has referred
the matter to state Attorney
General Eric Schneiderman to

determine whether the WTCA
“properly acquired from the
Port Authority and developed
the exclusive rights to the
World Trade Center brand”
and whether Tozzoli or others
“improperly received the ben-
efit of such intellectual prop-
erty without right” at the
expense of the Port Authority
and taxpayers.

At a Port Authority board
meeting on Wednesday, execu-
tive director Patrick Foye
called the contract “a shame-
ful episode,” and board chair-
man David Samson said it
appears “troubling.” But

neither could say with speci-
ficity who signed off on it. 

The Record newspaper, of
Woodland Park, N.J., reported
in its initial story on the deal
that a board secretary had
signed off, and on Wednesday
Samson said the original trans-
action “was approved by a
prior board commissioner.”
Foye said it was approved by
Port Authority officers but not
by the full board of commis-
sioners. Foye added that the
Port Authority’s executive di-
rector at the time of the deal,
Stephen Berger, told him he
hadn’t signed off on it.


