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Associated Press

NAIROBI, Kenya — Heli-
copters circling overhead,
Kenya’s military launched a
major operation Sunday at
an upscale Nairobi mall and
said it had rescued “most” of
the hostages being held cap-
tive by al-Qaida-linked mili-
tants during a two-day
standoff that killed at least
68 people and injured 175. 

The military assault
began shortly before sun-
down, with one helicopter
skimming very close to the
roof of the shopping com-
plex as a loud explosion rang
out, far larger than any previ-
ous grenade blast or gunfire
volley. 

Kenyan police said on
Twitter that security forces
had launched a “MAJOR” as-
sault to end the bloody
siege.

“This will end tonight.
Our forces will prevail.
Kenyans are standing firm
against aggression, and we
will win,” Kenya’s National
Disaster Operation Centre
said on Twitter. 

The Kenya Defense
Forces later said it had res-
cued “most” hostages and
had taken control of most of
the mall, though it did not
provide details. 

Many of the rescued
hostages — mostly adults —
were suffering from dehydra-
tion, Col. Cyrus Oguna, a mil-
itary spokesman, told The
Associated Press. He refused
to say how many hostages
were rescued or how many
were still being held. He said
some of the attackers had
“most probably” been killed
in the operation.

The assault came about
30 hours after 10 to 15 al-
Shabab extremists stormed
the mall Saturday from two
sides, throwing grenades
and firing on civilians. 

Loud exchanges of gun-
fire rang out from inside the
four-story mall throughout
Sunday. Kenyan troops were
seen carrying in at least two
rocket-propelled grenades.
Al-Shabab militants reacted
angrily to the helicopters on
Twitter and warned that the
Kenyan military action was
endangering hostages.

Kenyan authorities said
they would do their utmost
to save hostages’ lives, but
no officials could say pre-
cisely how many people
were being held captive.
Kenya’s Red Cross said in a
statement, citing police, that
49 people had been reported
missing. Officials did not
make an explicit link but that
number could give an indica-
tion of the number of people
held captive.

Kenya’s Red Cross said
the death toll rose to 68 after
nine bodies were recovered
Sunday. More than 175 peo-
ple were injured, including
many children, Kenyan offi-
cials said. 

Somalia’s al-Qaida-linked
rebel group, al-Shabab,
claimed responsibility for
the attack that specifically
targeted non-Muslims, say-
ing it was in retribution for
Kenyan forces’ 2011 push
into neighboring Somalia. 

U.S. Secretary of State
John Kerry condemned what
he called “an enormous of-
fense against everybody’s
sense of right and wrong,”
and called the attackers
“ruthless and completely
reckless terrorists.” 

Kerry, who was in New
York, for meetings at the
United Nations, spoke Sun-
day with Somalia’s foreign
minister and U.N.
ambassador. 

State Department spokes-
woman Marie Harf said U.S.
law enforcement, military
and civilian personnel in
Nairobi were providing ad-
vice and assistance to the
Kenyan authorities. She said
five Americans were among
the scores of people injured
in the attack, but the U.S.
had no reports of any Ameri-
can deaths. 

Earlier in the day, al-
Shabab said on its new Twit-
ter feed — after its previous
one was shut down Saturday
— that Kenyan officials were
asking the hostage-takers to
negotiate and offering
incentives. 

“We’ll not negotiate with
the Kenyan govt as long as
its forces are invading our
country, so reap the bitter
fruits of your harvest,”

al-Shabab said in a tweet. 
Kenyan President Uhuru

Kenyatta, who lost a nephew
and the nephew’s fiancee in
the attack, reiterated his
government’s determination
to continue fighting
al-Shabab. 

“We went as a nation into
Somalia to help stabilize the
country and most impor-
tantly to fight terror that had
been unleashed on Kenya
and the world,” said Keny-
atta. “We shall not relent on
the war on terror.” 

Although this violent at-
tack had succeeded, the
Kenyan leader said, the
country’s security forces
had “neutralized” many
others. 

Former Kenyan Prime
Minister Raila Odinga told
reporters that “quite a num-
ber” of people were being
held hostage in two areas of
the sprawling complex,
which includes stores for
such retail giants as Nike,
Adidas and Bose. Many

hostages were believed to be
in a grocery and general de-
partment store called
Nakumatt. 

Kenyan security officials
sought to reassure the fami-
lies of hostages but implied
that some of those being
held could be killed. 

“The priority is to save as
many lives as possible,” said
Interior Cabinet Secretary
Joseph Lenku, adding that
more than 1,000 people es-
caped the attack inside the
mall on Saturday. 

“We have received a lot of
messages from friendly
countries, but for now it re-
mains our operation,” Lenku
said, adding that Kenyan
forces controlled the mall’s
security cameras. 

Westgate Mall is at least
partially owned by Israelis,
and reports circulated that
Israeli commandos were on
the ground to assist in the
response. Four restaurants
inside the mall are Israeli-run
or owned. 

In Israel, a senior defense
official said there were no Is-
raeli forces participating in
an assault, but said it was
possible that Israeli advisers
were providing assistance.
The official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity because
he was discussing a classi-
fied military issue, would not
elaborate. 

Israel has close ties to
Kenya going back many
years. In recent years, Israel
has identified East Africa as
an area of strategic interest
and stepped up ties with
Kenya and other neighboring
countries, due to shared
threats posed by al-Qaida
and other extremist ele-
ments. In 2002, militants
bombed an Israeli-owned

luxury hotel near Mombasa,
killing 13 people, and tried to
shoot down an Israeli air-
liner at the same time. 

Kenyans and foreigners
were among those confirmed
dead, including British,
French, Canadians, Indians, a
Ghanaian, a South African
and a Chinese woman. 

Britain’s prime minister,
in confirming the deaths of
three British nationals, told
the country to “prepare our-
selves for further bad news.” 

Kofi Awoonor, a Ghanaian
poet, professor and former
ambassador to Brazil, Cuba
and the United Nations, died
after being wounded in the
attack, Ghana’s presidential
office confirmed. Ghana’s
ministry of information said
Awoonor’s son was injured
and is responding to
treatment. 

Kenya’s presidential of-
fice said that one of the at-
tackers was arrested on
Saturday and died after suf-
fering from bullet wounds. 

Britain’s Foreign Office
said that Foreign Secretary
William Hague chaired a
meeting of Britain’s crisis
committee and sent a rapid
deployment team from Lon-
don to Nairobi to provide
extra consular support. 

The United Nations Secu-
rity Council condemned the
attacks and “expressed their
solidarity with the people
and government of Kenya” in
a statement. 

There was some good
news on Sunday, as Kenyan
media reported that several
people in hiding in the mall
escaped to safety in the
morning, suggesting that not
everyone who was inside
overnight was being held by
al-Shabab. 
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Kenyan Forces Say They Rescued ‘Most’ Hostages

ZHANG CHEN/XINHUA VIA ZUMA PRESS/MCT
Soldiers arrive at Westgate Mall on Saturday, in Nairobi, Kenya. A
gun battle inside the shopping centre left several people dead after
gunmen attacked one of the city’s most exclusive malls. 

Suicide Attack On Pakistani
Church Kills 78 People

BY RIAZ KHAN AND SEBASTIAN ABBOT
Associated Press

PESHAWAR, Pakistan  — A pair of suicide
bombers blew themselves up amid hundreds
of worshippers at a historic church in north-
western Pakistan on Sunday, killing 78 people
in the deadliest-ever attack against the coun-
try’s Christian minority. 

A wing of the Pakistani Taliban claimed re-
sponsibility for the bombing, raising new
questions about the government’s push to
strike a peace deal with the militants to end a
decade-long insurgency that has killed thou-
sands of people.

The Jundullah arm of the Taliban said
they would continue to target non-Muslims
until the United States stopped drone attacks
in Pakistan’s remote tribal region. The latest
drone strike came Sunday, when missiles hit
a pair of compounds in the North Waziristan
tribal area, killing six suspected militants.

The attack on the All Saints Church,
which wounded 141 people, occurred as wor-
shippers were leaving after services to get a
free meal of rice offered on the front lawn,
said a top government administrator,
Sahibzada Anees.

“There were blasts and there was hell for
all of us,” said Nazir John, who was at the
church in the city’s Kohati Gate district along
with at least 400 other worshippers. “When I
got my senses back, I found nothing but
smoke, dust, blood and screaming people. I
saw severed body parts and blood all
around.”

Survivors wailed and hugged one another
in the wake of the blasts. The white walls of
the church, which first opened in the late
1800s, were pockmarked with holes caused
by ball bearings contained in the bombs to
cause maximum damage. Blood stained the
floor and the walls. Plates filled with rice
were scattered across the ground.

The attack was carried out by two suicide
bombers who detonated their explosives al-
most simultaneously, said police officer
Shafqat Malik. 

The 78 dead included 34 women and
seven children, said Interior Minister
Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan. Another 37 chil-
dren were among the 141 wounded, he said.

The number of casualties from the blasts
was so high that the hospital ran short of
caskets for the dead and beds for the
wounded, said Mian Iftikhar Hussain, a for-
mer information minister of surrounding
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province who was on
the scene.

“This is the deadliest attack against Chris-
tians in our country,” said Irfan Jamil, the
bishop of the eastern city of Lahore.

Pope Francis led several thousand people
in a prayer for the victims while on a visit to
Sardinia. Those who carried out the attack,
he said, “took the wrong choice, one of ha-
tred and war.”

One of the wounded, John Tariq, who lost
his father in the attack, demanded of those
behind the bombing:  “What have we done
wrong to these people? Why are we being
killed?”


