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Landowners Challenge Pipeline Route
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — An attorney for three landowners

challenged the constitutionality of a law used to route the
Keystone XL pipeline through Nebraska.

The Omaha World-Herald reports (http://bit.ly/18w9TKr
) the lawyer argued at the hearing Friday in Lincoln that a
2012 law improperly gave Gov. Dave Heineman the right to
approve the pipeline route, rather than leaving it to the Ne-
braska Public Service Commission.

A state attorney told Lancaster County District Judge
Stephanie Stacy the law was constitutional and should be
allowed to remain in place.

The 1,700-mile pipeline from Canada to the Texas coast
has drawn intense opposition by landowners and environ-
mental groups in Nebraska.

After concerns about an initial route through the Sand
Hills, Heineman approved a second route that largely
skirted that region.

Stacy says she’d issue an opinion later.

Minivan Reported Before Fatal Crash
MITCHELL (AP) — The Mitchell dispatch center says it

received a complaint about a minivan driving erratically in
the same area and about the time of a fatal crash.

The Daily Republic reports that the dispatcher didn’t
know for sure if the van complained about was the same
one involved in Wednesday’s crash, but both were de-
scribed as a white minivan. 

Authorities say a white minivan driven by 23-year-old
Sara Claggett, of Tripp, drifted into the oncoming lane and
collided head-on with a pickup driven by 82-year-old Don-
ald Geidel, of Dimock. 

Both of them were killed, but Claggett’s 2-year-old
daughter survived. She’s at a Sioux Falls hospital.

Claggett’s record includes a drug conviction from
March, a drunken driving charge that was dismissed, two
petty theft convictions and three speeding tickets.

Weapons, Gun Charges Filed Against 18 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Federal and local authorities have

charged 18 suspected gang members for weapons and drug of-
fenses.

Authorities say more than 50 officers executed search and
arrest warrants on Thursday and have at least nine of the sus-
pects in custody.

Authorities say the charges are a result of a High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Area Program that began its work in January. 

The criminal histories of the 18 include more than 72 ar-
rests, 15 felony convictions and 49 misdemeanor convictions. 

U.S. Attorney Deborah Gilg says “career gang thugs with
drugs and guns have terrorized Omaha far too long.”

SD Park Could Be Home To 1,000 Bison
RAPID CITY (AP) — The South Unit of Badlands Na-

tional Park could become home to more than 1,000 bison
as part of a long-range plan to establish a new national
park on the Pine Ridge Reservation.

Ruth Brown, the Eagle Nest District representative for
the Oglala Sioux Tribe, tells the Rapid City Journal that
bison could be reintroduced on parts of the South Unit in
2015.

Trudy Ecoffey of the Intertribal Buffalo Council of Rapid
City says the tribe wants to manage the park in a partner-
ship with the National Park Service.

The tribe currently has about 800 bison. Ecoffery says
the demand for bison as a source of meat and as a symbol
of Lakota culture is expected to increase as the population
on the Pine Ridge increases.

BY NICK HYTREK
Sioux City Journal

LYONS, Neb. — Never underestimate
the power of dinner table talk.

Growing up on a farm near Laurens,
Iowa, Brian Depew remembers sitting at
the table with his parents, hearing them
stress the importance of being involved
and working for change.

“My parents were always really en-
gaged and worked with advocacy agen-
cies,” Depew told the Sioux City Journal
(http://bit.ly/16BJual). “It was always a
topic at the dinner table.”

Those talks sowed the seeds of
Depew’s future calling.

On Sept. 1, Depew became the exec-
utive director of the Center for Rural Af-
fairs in Lyons, succeeding longtime
director Chuck Hassebrook, who is run-
ning for Nebraska governor. Since 1973,
the center has been an advocate for
agricultural and rural issues.

The funny thing is, Depew wasn’t
born into the farming life. He came from
Pennsylvania and didn’t live on a farm
there. He was 10 years old when his
family relocated to the 320-acre farm in
Laurens that belonged to his father’s
family.

Perhaps foreshadowing his future,

Depew lobbied his parents to make the
move. He even began saving money
from his paper route so he could buy
his own chickens once he was a farm
boy.

“I’m not sure where that interest in
agriculture came from,” he said.

Once transplanted to Iowa, Depew’s
ag interests sprouted faster than corn
kernels in the warm, moist spring soil.
He bought those chickens, then put up
a sign along Highway 10 to sell the eggs.
By the time he was in high school, he
was heavily involved in the family’s hog
operation and realized that people like
him needed to protect rural America
and its way of life.

“In high school, I cut my teeth on is-
sues around the consolidation of the
hog industry. I saw the effects that had
on family hog operations. I saw the ef-
fect that had on communities as well,”
he said.

While other teenagers played video
games, Depew researched farm issues.

Depew read his father’s copies of
the Center for Rural Affairs newsletter.
While in college, Depew sent the center
a donation so he could receive it, too.
About seven years ago, the newsletter
contained an item about a job opening
at the center. Depew couldn’t have

found a better fit. He was hired as a pol-
icy organizer to work on the run-up to
the 2008 Farm Bill.

Since then, he’s been involved in the
issues that affect the future of towns
like Lyons and Laurens, whether it be
farm bills, financial support for small
Main Street business startups or agri-
culture entrepreneurship.

“My passion for small towns is a
life’s work and a life’s mission,” Depew
said. “I could not imagine a job or an or-
ganization that would align more fully
with what my values are, what my inter-
ests are.”

At age 32, Depew lives many of the
values for which he fights. He owns 12
acres outside of town, a small patch of
land he calls Thistle Root Farm, where
he raises sheep, chickens, garlic and a
large garden.

“I still get to have my hands in the
dirt,” Depew said.

Getting his hands dirty in the pro-
duction side of agriculture, even on a
small scale, helps give him perspective
when fighting for issues that affect the
way of life he loves and being an active
member of the community.

Just like Mom and Dad talked about
at dinner.

Rural Affairs Head Brings
Iowa Experience To Job

Students Improve In Reading, Math, Science
BY MARGERY A. BECK
Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb.  — Ne-
braska students overall are
showing progress on
statewide reading, math and
science tests, but achieve-
ment gaps continue to exist
between Native American,
Hispanic and African-Ameri-
can students and their peers,
according to a Nebraska De-
partment of Education re-
port released Friday.

The “State of the Schools”
report showed that while
scores for those racial
groups improved steadily
over the past two years, they
still lagged well behind over-
all scores.

Overall, more than 77 per-
cent of students were at or
above proficiency levels in
reading, compared with 74
percent in 2012. But the re-

sults showed only 49 percent
of American Indian students
last spring were proficient
readers, while 54 percent of
African-American readers
tested at proficient. Sixty-
three percent of Hispanic
students were proficient
readers in 2013.  

About 69 percent of all
students were proficient in
math, compared with 67 per-
cent in 2012. But Native
American students tested at
only 37 percent proficient,
African-American students at
38 percent and Hispanic stu-
dents at 52 percent.

“There’s still work to be
done” in closing those gaps,
department spokeswoman
Betty VanDeventer said.

Friday’s report did not in-
clude a breakdown of per-
formance by race in science,
because those numbers
aren’t needed to meet profi-

ciency requirements of the
federal No Child Left Behind
law, department spokes-
woman Betty VanDeventer
said.

Friday’s report reflects
the second year of results
under the Nebraska Perform-
ance Accountability System
adopted two years ago.

The Nebraska Legislature
adopted the system after the
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion said Nebraska had failed
to show its local assess-
ments accurately measured
student achievement under
the federal No Child Left Be-
hind Act. 

The new system is de-
signed to give schools an
idea of what they need to im-
prove, while giving credit to
those that remain low-
ranked even while showing
strong progress.

While the state report

shows student achievement
has steadily improved, 286
schools out of the state’s 961
public schools did not meet
educational targets set by No
Child Left Behind — a jump
from 199 the previous year.

That is not a fair indica-
tion of how schools are per-
forming, said Diane
Stuehmer, federal programs
director for Nebraska’s Edu-
cation Department. Rather,
it’s a reflection of the federal
law’s unrealistic goals. This
year, the federal law required
80 percent to 90 percent pro-
ficiency on state tests by all
student groups in Nebraska.
By next year’s report, the
goal goes to 100 percent pro-
ficiency across the board.

“I have some schools who
have improved by 10 to 12
percentage points, but
they’re still not meeting the
federal goal,” Stuehmer said.


