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Rural Neb. Nonprofits Ready For Health Marketplace
BY GRANT SCHULTE

“It does pose additional barriers for us, in terms
of having to travel long distances and reach very
sparsely populated areas,” said Jennifer Rogers, program director for Community Action Partnership of
Western Nebraska in Scottsbluff. “We’ll probably be
spending more time in a car than our counterparts in
Lincoln and Omaha.”
Even as Congress fights over efforts to defund the
care act at the risk of shutting down the federal government, Rogers said many residents in her area are
still unaware that the marketplace is about to open.
However, the organization has scheduled presentations throughout the area to raise awareness. Traveling staff members received laptops and portable
scanners to help collect information from clients in
homes or other private settings. Some clients have
learned through word-of-mouth or from their regular
encounters with the group, which serves low-income
residents.
Rogers said the navigators are focused mostly on
publicizing the marketplaces, but local hospitals are
also training staff to become community assistance
counselors who can sign up patients.

Associated Press

AUCTION
HARRIET AND TIP SISK
ESTATE AUCTION, 10:00 a.m.
Oct. 12, Miller, SD. Antiques,
collectibles, glass. See sale bill
at
www.sdauctions.com.
Midwestern Auction Service,
605-870-1082.
HILL CITY, SD, ABSOLUTE
LAND
AUCTION.
Friday,
October 18. 24 prime development acres within city limits.
Complete seclusion
amongst the pines! Marv
Matkins, owner. Details at
www.bradeenauction.com.
605-673-2629.
LAND AUCTION: 428+/- acres,
Walworth County, Cropland,
Recreational, Investment, 6
miles west of Bowdle, SD at
the junction of Hwy 12 and
Hwy 47, October 30th, 2013.
Call Dakota Properties, Todd
Schuetzle, Auctioneer, 605-280-3115,
www.DakotaProperties.com.
EMPLOYMENT
CUSTER REGIONAL HOSPITAL,
Custer Clinic, Hot Springs
Regional Medical Clinic and
Custer Regional Senior Care
have full-time, part-time and
PRN (as-needed) RN, LPN,
Licensed Medical Assistant
and Nurse Aide positions
available. We offer competitive
pay and excellent benefits.
New Graduates welcome!
Please
contact
Human
Resources at (605) 673-9418
for more information or log
onto www.regionalhealth.com
to apply.
FOR SALE
FAMOUS
CENTRAL
SD
BAKERY available for purchase
in
Gettysburg.
Established turnkey mix bakery with both wholesale and
retail sales. Contact Kathleen
at ltgandt@yahoo.com or 240461-4779.
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 2009
Chevrolet Silverado, white,
low mileage, roll up topper.
Call 605-421-8526.
LOG HOMES
DAKOTA LOG HOME Builders
representing Golden Eagle Log
Homes, building in eastern,
central, northwestern South &
North Dakota. Scott Connell,
605-530-2672, Craig Connell,
6 0 5 - 2 6 4 - 5 6 5 0 ,
www.goldeneagleloghomes.com
MISCELLANEOUS
DISH TV RETAILER- Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) &
High Speed Internet starting at
$14.95/month (where available.) SAVE! Ask About SAME
DAY Installation! CALL Now! 1800-308-1892.
NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS
statewide for only $150.00. Put
the South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to work
for you today! (25 words for
$150. Each additional word
$5.) Call this newspaper or
800-658-3697 for details.
OTR/DRIVERS
DRIVERS WANTED:
CDL,
owner operators, freight from
Midwest up to 48 states, home
regularly, newer equipment,
Health, 401K, call Randy, A&A
Express, 800-658-3549.
WANT TO BUY
ANTLERS WANTED up to 7.00
lb. Deer , Elk/moose 7.50 lb.
Bleached 3.00 lb. cracked 1.00
lb. Also need Porcupines,
Rattlesnakes, Elk Ivories ,Mt.
Lion skins. More info; 605-673-4345 /
clawantlerhide@hotmail.com.
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the number of uninsured people.
Officials don’t know how
many people will visit the site
Tuesday, when people can begin
signing up for coverage that
would start Jan. 1. About
105,000 South Dakotans, or 13
percent of the state’s population, are uninsured, according to
recent surveys.
In South Dakota, the state Division of Insurance has certified
Avera Health Plans, Sanford

LINCOLN, Neb. — Nonprofit groups in rural Nebraska say they’re ready to start enrolling residents
in the new health-insurance marketplace, despite the
vast areas they have to cover.
The groups have turned to churches, libraries,
community colleges and food banks to address one
of their biggest challenges: Spreading word that the
marketplaces will open Tuesday for a six-month enrollment period as part of the Affordable Care Act.
The largest nonprofit, Community Action of Nebraska, plans to have 62 insurance “navigators” hired
and trained to help with enrollment at its local offices throughout the state. The agency’s goal is to
bring some 42,000 uninsured residents into the marketplaces, which allow consumers to comparison
shop for health insurance and see whether they qualify for federal subsidies. Some of the group’s nine
chapters are pushing to meet in-person with clients
as much as possible, to ensure that they understand
their options when signing up online.

Hearings On Proposed S.D. Uranium
Mine To Continue In November
RAPID CITY (AP) — A decision on a proposed
uranium mine in southwestern South Dakota
won’t be made for at least a couple more months.
Powertech Uranium Corp. wants to build a
mine near Edgemont, which would a method
known as in-situ recovery — pumping water fortified with oxygen and carbon dioxide into underground ore deposits to dissolve the uranium, The
Rapid City Journal reported. The water is then
pumped back to the surface, and the uranium is
extracted and sold to nuclear power plants.
Powertech officials say the method will not
pollute groundwater, but the company’s testimony
did little to ease the concerns of 77-year-old Rodney Knudson, a retired teacher and librarian.
“There are too many examples, unfortunately
of (in situ) operations that have gone awry,” he
said at a contested hearing last week.
The state Board of Minerals and Environment
held the hearing to determine whether it should
issue a permit for the proposed mine about 15
miles northwest of Edgemont. The contested hearing, which is similar to a jury trial, will continue in
Rapid City during the week of Nov. 11-15.
Supporters say the mine, initially proposed
years ago, would bring jobs to the Edgemont area
and tax revenue to the region and state, while opponents worry about possible harm to the environment.
The state’s review is limited, due to a law

passed by the Legislature in 2011 that prevents
the state Department of Environment and Natural
Resources from duplicating federal regulation of
underground injection wells and in-situ mining. A
Powertech lobbyist wrote the bill.
Powertech plans to inject wastewater underground, rather than spraying it across surface
land.
Company hydrologist Hal Demuth said that elevation levels taper off around the project,
groundwater will flow southwest, away from population centers. He said it’s difficult for water to
move between aquifers, because of shale beds
that separate them.
“I think he’s doing a great job showing how
this process does work, and why it does work
safely,” Dewey-Burdock Project Manager Mark Hollenbeck said of Demuth.
Michael Hickey, attorney for the Black Hills
Wild Horse Sanctuary, said the board must reject
the permit because Powertech omitted details in
its applications.
Until the hearing, Hickey said, Powertech hadn’t told of its desire to dispose wastewater in deep
underground wells that reach into the Deadwood
and Minnelusa aquifers. The company also revealed during the hearings that it plans to also
mine for vanadium, a mineral used to make car
and jet parts, he said.

general manager of a dealership in Oklahoma.
To help document the action, a number of regional and
national media outlets were
represented in Pierce, including a crew from CBS News.
The History Channel was also
broadcasting on-site for a program entitled “History Made
Now: Wheels of Fortune.”
With rumors swirling of
celebrities in the crowds, De
Geyter and Lord said they
were more interested in the
list of cars they zeroed in on
during their pre-auction planning.
“It surprises you how complete some of these are,” De
Geyter said, pointing particularly to the rubber sealing that
remains intact on one of the
old cars.
“It’s a shame they didn’t
have this 20 years earlier.”
The fact that the auction
was essentially a one-time
thing brought in high-end, serious bidders, De Geyter added.
“We have in our head what
we want to bid on,” he said,
looking over his checklist. “If
you use their (auctioneers)
model, you can get caught
up.”
Saying that it can be hard

to stop bidding once a “bidding war” begins, De Geyter
said he prefers to make one
bid.
“I’ve bought several of my
cars that way,” he said.
The auction attracted more
than car enthusiasts — as evidenced by the food vendors
and other activities.
Among those was Gene
Alexander, a resident of Superior, Neb. Taking in the scene
Saturday from his motorized
wheelchair, Alexander was
quick in his assessment of the
crowds.
“I think it’s a zoo,” he said.
“It’s amazing what a little Internet publicity can do.”
Did Alexander plan to bid
on anything?
“We have enough car projects already,” he said. “Nobody wants to tackle that
work load.”
Even Yankton and area residents ventured south on Highway 81 to take in the auction,
said Terry Hagen of Hartington, Neb.
He later joked that Piece
had to be the second-largest
town in the state of Nebraska
over the weekend.
“It’s insane,” said Hagen,
who planned to make small
bids on various cars.
With Hagen on Saturday
was Jim Harts and Jerry Hagen
of Yankton, both of whom said
they were anxious to travel to
Pierce.
Calling the auction “quite

Health Plan and Dakotacare to
offer plans, said Melissa Klemann, the division’s assistant director of life and health
insurance.
Klemann said the state is not
putting any resources into marketing the health exchange,
leaving that to private and nonprofit health organizations. She
said she’s not sure whether residents will flock to the site Tuesday or whether traffic will build
over time.
“I think we’re all anxious to
see what that Oct. 1 date will
do,” Klemann said.
The Great Plains Tribal
Chairmen’s Health Board last
month received a $264,000 grant
to help spread the word to Na-

tive American residents of the
Dakotas.
Native Americans are exempt from the Affordable Care
Act’s requirement that people
carry health insurance or pay a
fine because they get free health
care through the Indian Health
Service, a branch of the Department of Health and Human Services.
But “navigators,” whose job
is to help residents choose coverage, will be encouraging tribes
and tribal members to enroll because the resources available
through IHS are so limited, said
Jerilyn Church, the Great Plains
Tribal Chairmen’s Health
Board’s executive director.
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the experience,” Harts of Yankton questioned paying five —
or sometimes six — figures for
a beat-up car.
“You still have to fix them
up, and that’s not cheap,” he
said.
Jerry Hagen has experienced such car projects, saying he now regrets scrapping
or “junking” some of his previous cars.
“I wish I would have kept
all those old Chevys I used to
have,” he said. “I could have
made some nice money.”

You can follow Jeremy
Hoeck on Twitter at
twitter.com/jhoeck. Discuss
this story at www.yankton.net.

“We really think this needs to be a whole community effort,” she said. “That way, we can get as many
people enrolled as we possibly can. It’s phenomenal
that we have these opportunities, but we just don’t
want anybody to miss out because they’re not aware
of what their options were.”
Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska
has started scheduling appointments for people to
enroll through the marketplace, even though it hasn’t
yet opened, said Meredith Collins, the group’s
deputy director. The Kearney-based center serves 27
counties in south-central Nebraska, with an estimated 25,700 uninsured residents.
Collins said the organization wants to meet with
clients face-to-face as much as possible, given the
complexity of insurance policies and the fact that
many uninsured aren’t familiar with their options.
The group has placed trained staff members in Kearney, McCook, Superior, North Platte and Franklin. Its
newly hired, full-time insurance navigator speaks
English and Spanish and will travel throughout the
region as needed, Collins said.

Nebraskans Cleaning Up After Flooding
NORTH PLATTE, Neb. (AP) — Western Nebraska residents are cleaning up after record flooding on the South
Platte River now that the water is slowly receding.
The river overflowed earlier this month after the rainwater that inundated parts of Colorado flowed into Nebraska. Communities all along the South Platte and Platte
rivers prepared for flooding before the rise began.
The rivers reached record heights in Roscoe, North
Platte and Brady, but fortunately the flood caused little
major damage because of the defenses and because much
of the land close to the rivers is rural.
Hershey residents built sandbag walls all along the river
to protect the town from flooding. Volunteers came out Saturday to help remove the sandbags now that the threat is
gone.
Village Clerk LeAnn Ellis said Saturday’s cleanup will be
a big help for Hershey.
“It’s finally coming to some closure for us and everything,” Ellis said. “We’re looking through the bills, trying to
get those paid, get the town back in order. It’s going to take
a while.”
The volunteers were joined by inmates from the Lincoln
County Detention Center who have been helping throughout the flood fight over the past two weeks.
Besides tearing down sandbag walls and repairing flood
damage, residents of western Nebraska are also dealing
with water quality concerns and worsening allergies.

Race For Cancer Cure Draws Thousands
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — Thousands of runners wearing
pink gathered in Sioux Falls on Sunday for the Susan G.
Komen Race for the Cure.
The South Dakota race relocated last year to Sioux Falls
from Vermillion.
Runner Nicki Loucks, a 49-year-old Crosby, N.D., woman
diagnosed with breast cancer in 2007, told the Argus
Leader that she considers herself “very fortunate” despite
having a few bumps in the road to recovery.
“It’s very humbling because I know there’s people
who’ve had it a lot worse than I did and obviously some
people haven’t even survived,” said Loucks, who’s been
cancer-free since 2008.
The organization’s state executive director Mary Kolsrud said last year’s race raised $74,000 for the foundation.
This year’s goal was $100,000.
“We were about halfway to there before race, it’s so exciting,” Kolsrud said.
More than 140 teams signed up for the race, which
started under an arch of pink balloons in Falls Park. Participants ran through downtown streets before looping around
back to the park.
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> DATA
> VIDEO
> TELEVISION ADVERTISING
1.800.888.1300
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The Toasted Frog uses only
the best ingredients.
Our phone and data lines for example.
See, co-owners Jonathan and Shawn are experts in seafood, steaks and the
best wood-fired pizzas in North Dakota. They aren’t, however, phone and data
experts. So they turned to the people who are: Midcontinent Business Solutions.™

COMMUNITY Don’t Be A Target
SHREDDING For Identity Theft!
• Personal Papers • Cancelled Checks
• Tax Papers • Old Account Statements

WED., OCT. 16
1:00-6:00PM

TH

Midcontinent keeps the phones ringing, the orders and reservations coming in and the credit
card machines up and running. The Toasted Frog’s customers also enjoy Midcontinent video
and high speed wi-fi for business meetings and more. When the Toasted Frog expanded to
Bismarck, Jonathan and Shawn shopped around just to see what options they had. And once
again, they chose Midcontinent Business Solutions.™ Now, they can concentrate on what
they’re best at: keeping the Toasted Frog hopping.
Make the easy switch to Phone,
Data and Video from Midcontinent
Business Solutions.

Get up to 6 months of service FREE
with speeds up to 100* Mbps x 15* Mbps.

Business Broadband Service starts at $65
per month for speeds up to 30 Mbps x 5 Mbps.

Back Parking Lot Behind Credit Union, 609 W. 21st • LIMIT 6

Businesses Welcome – Please Call Ahead For Appointment

Donate to the Local Food Pantry!

ervices
enter
Federal Credit Union

Nonperishable food items will be accepted
AND donated to the local food pantry. We ask
that food donations be commensurate with
amount of paper shredding.

Yankton • 665-4309 • www.scfcu.net

* May need a D3 modem to get full 100 x 15 speeds.
Limited time offer. Some restrictions apply. Contract extension required. New services added
are free for the speciﬁed period. All services not available in all areas. To ﬁnd out what services
are available in your area, visit midcontinent.biz.

Making Your Business Better.

