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Huron Middle School Teacher Arrested
HURON (AP) — A seventh-grade teacher at Huron Middle

School has been arrested on charges of disseminating harmful
materials to a minor and marijuana possession, law enforce-
ment officials said Thursday. 

Thomas Wendelgass, 30, was arrested Thursday afternoon
on charges stemming from alleged inappropriate conversa-
tions between the teacher and a person under the age of 18,
according to the South Dakota Attorney General’s Office. Both
charges are Class One misdemeanors.

Sara Rabern, a spokeswoman with the Attorney General’s
office, said she couldn’t elaborate on the details of the case
because there may be additional charges. 

Huron Schools Superintendent Terry Nebelsick said the al-
leged incidents didn’t take place on school grounds and the
marijuana was not found at school. He also said the allega-
tions don’t involve a current student or other staff members. 

Nebelsick said Wendelgass has been suspended while the
case is pending and is not to have contact with district stu-
dents. 

Wendelgass is starting his second year as a geography
teacher at Huron Middle School, but Nebelsick said he’s
known him all his life. Nebelsick said he was the Huron High
School principal when Wendelgass graduated from there in
2002.

“Obviously I have great faith in every one of our 300-some
staff members so I’m heartbroken when something like this
comes up in any organization and most particularly in one I’ve
been a part of for 21 years,” he said. 

It was unclear Thursday afternoon whether Wendelgass
has legal representation.

Jackson County Sued Over Indian Voting 
RAPID CITY (AP) — A group representing four members of

the Oglala Sioux Tribe has filed a federal lawsuit against Jack-
son County, claiming it doesn’t given equal voting access to
Native American voters.

Part of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation is located in the
county. Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law filed
the complaint Thursday in Rapid City. 

It says Jackson County has refused to open a satellite office
in Wanblee, so people who live on the reservation have to
drive farther to the county seat of Kadoka to register to vote
and cast ballots early.

The state’s attorney could not be reached. The county au-
ditor said she hadn’t seen the complaint.

Winning Powerball Sold In 2 S.D. Cities
ABERDEEN (AP) — A Powerball ticket sold in Aberdeen is

worth $10,000 in the Wednesday drawing, and a ticket sold in
Rapid City is worth $20,000.

South Dakota lottery officials say both tickets matched
four of five white ball numbers and the Powerball to win the
game’s $10,000 third prize. The odds are 1 in about 650,000.

The Rapid City winner purchased an option for $1 that
doubled that prize.

The winners have about six months to claim the money.
The jackpot sits at $196 million for the next drawing, on

Saturday.

BY BOB MERCER
State Capitol Bureau

PIERRE — Wharf Re-
sources will need to post
more financial assurance
against possible damage to
water and land in the Black
Hills to continue mining gold
there.

The South Dakota Board
of Minerals and Environment
increased two of Wharf’s
bonds Thursday.

The cyanide spill bond is
going up $17,100 to a new
total of $597,800. The addi-
tional amount reflects infla-
tion based on the
construction-cost index.

The reclamation bond is
climbing $1,393,000 to reflect
62 additional acres that have
been disturbed by the mining
operations at Terry Peak. The
new reclamation total is
$35,786,000.

The post-closure bond of
$30.8 million wasn’t changed.

Staff for the state Depart-
ment of Environment and

Natural Resources calculated
the amounts.

Wharf is the only large-
scale gold mining operation
that remains in the Black
Hills. The Canada-based com-
pany has irrevocable letters
of credit for the bonds on file
with the New York branch of
Scotiabank.

State Board Increases Wharf Mine’s Bonds

SIOUX FALLS (AP) —
North Dakota’s bustling oil
patch has opportunities
and lessons for the Sioux
Falls area, the mayor of
South Dakota’s largest city
said.

Mike Huether traveled
to the oil patch hub of
Williston this week along
with city Planning Director
Mike Cooper to get a first-
hand look at the boom-
town. Williston’s
population has doubled
since 2010, to an esti-
mated 30,000 people, and
the city’s physical size has
tripled through annexa-
tion.

The use of local sales
tax revenue to fund costs
in Williston and surround-
ing Williams County associ-
ated with the rapid growth
could be a lesson for Sioux
Falls and surrounding Min-
nehaha County, according
to Huether. South Dakota
currently has no provision
for counties to levy sales
taxes.

The mayor also said
that more South Dakota
companies can capitalize
on the North Dakota boom
by expanding there.

Huether Finds
Lessons In N.D.
Oil Boomtown

BY REGINA GARCIA CANO
Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS — A South Dakota in-
mate serving a 75-year sentence on rape
and sexual contact charges involving
children was indicted Thursday on alle-
gations that he killed his cellmate at the
State Penitentiary in Sioux Falls.

The grand jury’s indictment charges
Douglas Ipsen, 28, with alternate counts
of first-degree murder, second-degree murder
and first-degree manslaughter for the death of
convicted killer Kent Davidson. Ipsen could be
convicted on one of those three charges.

The 37-year-old Davidson, whose body was
found in his cell, died from strangulation and
asphyxia, according to his death certificate. He
was hurt late on Sept. 7 and died early on Sept.
8. Authorities said a bedsheet was used in the
slaying.

Attorney General Marty Jackley would not
discuss details of the investigation including
motive. It’s unclear whether Ipsen has an attor-
ney.

Ipsen is serving 60 years for first-degree
rape of a child and an additional 15 years for
sexual contact with a child under the age of 16,
both out of Butte County. He arrived at the pen-
itentiary on September 2010.

The South Dakota Department of Correc-
tions had deemed Ipsen a “low moderate” risk,
while Davidson was assessed as a “moderate”

risk. The men became cellmates April 30.
Since the killing, Ipsen is being

housed in a single-cell at a disciplinary
unit of the penitentiary’s Jameson
Annex, Corrections Department spokes-
woman Mandy Nielsen said.

Davidson pleaded guilty to first-de-
gree murder in April in the 2013 shooting
death of his girlfriend Crystal Schulz.
Her body was found in a shed at her
mother’s rural Chamberlain residence,

and Davidson was arrested hours later after a
standoff with police.

Schulz and Davidson were engaged, but
court documents show that Schulz was ending
the relationship.

Davidson’s mother, Pamela Davidson, told
The Associated Press on Monday that she’s
now lost both of her children. Her younger son,
Travis, was killed in a car crash six years ago
this month.

The woman, who lives in Jamestown, North
Dakota, said she hadn’t spoken to her son,
Kent, in about three years and said the hard-
est part is she wasn’t able to say goodbye. His
body was cremated in Sioux Falls before it was
sent to North Dakota.

In addition to murder charges, Davidson
also was serving a five-year sentence for for-
gery out of Tripp County and a five-year sen-
tence for second-degree escape out of
Minnehaha County.

Ipsen

South Dakota

Prison Inmate Charged
With Killing Cellmate

Chairman Bruce Jensen
said he doesn’t find fault with
the property owners over their
concerns and said the commis-
sion will try to find other ways
to move forward on the issue.

“I respect the people (who
raised concerns) because they
invested a lot of money to see
their view of the lake or what-
ever, so I don’t condemn
them,” Jensen said. “We’ll fig-
ure something out because, to
me, it’s very important.”

Jensen said even with the
proliferation of technology
available to the public, a siren
system is still a great option. 

“With that much population
out there (and) Boy Scouts and
all that — I know they say they
have all the fancy phones and
stuff, but there’s nothing like a
loud noise to wake you up,” he
said.

Moore added this would
mean essentially having to
start planning from square
one.

“The difficult part is, the lo-
gistics are all going to change
on this,” he said. “When you
do start finding a place where
you can place a tower, it’s not
going to be as simple as it was.
You’re going to have these put
in strategic locations, meaning
that the other eight sites, when
we do put up (the first) two,
will most likely have to be
changed to logistically cover
as much area as we want to
cover out there.”

Commissioner Allen Sin-
clair suggested going back to
the siren companies them-
selves to seek advice for how
to proceed in the future.

“I think you need to get a
hold of the folks that install
these sirens and see what they
suggest,” Sinclair said. “They
put up sirens in all the United
States — these are big compa-
nies we’re talking about.  I
would hope they would have
some ideas about design. And
maybe we need to take them
back out there and look at the
locations again and see if they
can be adjusted enough to deal
with visibility issues.” 

Jensen said now the com-
mission will seek to hold meet-
ings for public input on how to
move forward with the siren
project over the winter and he
hopes to pick up the issue
again in the spring.

In other business, the com-
mission:

• Approved the 2015
budget.

• Approved a conditional
use permit (CUP) for AT&T

• Voted to pay the remain-
ing balance on the new high-
way shop.

• Hired Meierhenry & Asso-
ciates of Sioux Falls to look
into certain legal matters.
Jensen said he could not com-
ment on the exact matters.

You can follow Rob Nielsen
on Twitter at twitter.com/Rob-
NielsenPandD/. Discuss this
story at www.yankton.net/.

Sirens
From Page 1A


